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Peter Lyon gang at Timburn. Back left: Aaron Kahukura, Brett (Kornie) Roberts, Mitchell Murray, Mike Fergusson 
(ganger), Dylan McKindley (presser) and Cody McDonald.Front: Delwyn Heddell, Love Lingman, Sarah Lewis, Amy 
Fergusson (head woolhandler) Iriesha Carrington-Hingston. Front: Asher Jayne Cutler. (Barbara Newton photo.)
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Greetings readers and welcome to the first edition of the 
digital-only Shearing magazine. In April we were able 
to combine both electronic and printed formats but this 
time, and for all the next times, there will be no print. 

I acknowledge those readers who lament the passing 
of the paper age (I’m with you!) and those who have  
made suggestions for how we might continue as of old. 
Unfortunately, there is just no way around the ever-
escalating costs of postage and that’s where it ends. 

In recent weeks I have had many interesting chats with 
old-time subscribers and readers – we capture just one of 
those in our brief story about 90-year-old Ivan Schultz at 
page 38 of this edition. Not only was Ivan an avid reader 
for many years, but he used to collect extra copies from 
his local merchandise store and hand them around to 
friends, and his dairy-farming neighbour! We loved your 
work, Ivan, and your comment that you wouldn’t even 
know how to turn on a computer explains all.

If there is one positive bonus from ‘going digital’, 
it may be that we are no longer restricted to 40 pages, 
and this edition we extend to 50 pages – more room for 
photos, adverts and stories. Unfortunately, six of our 
stories this edition are ‘tributes’ as we note the passing 
of Max Cox and Brian Beresford (Australia), together 
with Errol Buchanan, Marty Cornish, Elbert de Koning 
and Tui Samuel Hokianga, all huge contributors to our 
industry over many years.

Finding new contributors to the magazine sometimes 
seems as difficult as finding new learners to pick up 
the handpiece but we now welcome Jack Fagan, who 
contributes two stories, and a brief but entertaining item 
from Jimmy Samuels, with promise of more to come. 
We hope you find the range of material and information 
presented here of some interest, and that you will continue 
to support the magazine as in the past.

Keep well meantime, ride out the winter and the blasted 
virus and we will see you again at the end of November.

Ka kite ano
Des Williams (editor)

mailto:shearingmag@xtra.co.nz
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Industry day
The industry day has been rescheduled for October 25th, at the 
original venue in Oamaru. So keep this day free and keep an 
eye out on the Facebook page for registration and programme 
details. As usual there will be plenty of hands on practical wool 
exercises, industry speakers and the usual displays.

All members are encouraged to attend, as well as any other 
interested parties involved in the wool and wool harvesting 
industry. There will be a small charge for non-association 
members.

Any queries can be addressed by contacting Bruce Abbott 
via email: eo@woolclassers.org.nz, or phone 027 228 0868.

Preparation for pre-lamb
The demand for raw wool is driven by end users and customers. 
So, despite these difficult global times, our high standard of 
preparation must be maintained for all needs and types.

Contamination issues
Content contamination: The amount of items found in bales in 
New Zealand wool scours is still alarming. For the period July 
2019- June 2020 there were a total of 883 items, 724 from the 
North Island and 159 from the South. The majority of items 
included were; press bars, steel wire and other material, wool 
packs, caps and fertiliser bags used as dividers, string /twine, 
and general rubbish. Please be vigilant around the shed.

A collection of press bars and other metal found in bales recently. 
Efforts are made to return items to growers where possible. 
(Barbara Newton photo.)

Coloured wool/brands
The coloured wool issue is also very much out there. Please 
remove all of it! At this stage there are still NO recommended 
scourable scanning and livestock markers on the market.

By removing ALL spray marked and coloured wool puts the 
grower in a position to at least achieve a wool price, as opposed 
to clips which have no monetary value at all.

NZ WOOLCLASSERS ASSOCIATION
MERIT AWARDS 2019

MERINO Sponsored by NZ Merino
MERIT AWARD
M 1465 Anne-Marie Parcell (Northburn Station)
COMMENDATIONS
A 1565 Rose Barnett (Moutere Station)
A 2073 Shirley Munro (Robrosa Station)
A 2152 Nikki Gore (Ribbonwood Station)
X 2158 Pru Heaney (Cluden Station)
P 2120 Pagan Karauria (Merino Ridges Station)
M 2140 Cedric Aramoana (Glen Carey Station)
A 2124 Hillary Tahere (Clairemore Station)
A 1678 Guy Palmer (Mt Noble Station)
M 1577 John Sanders (Matangi Station)
D 1445 Richard Moriarty (Barcaldine) 
A 2014 Sharlene Adamson (IFF and Valley View)
A 783 David Carr (Mt Arden Station)
A 1883 Graeme Goodger (Grays Hills Station)

MID MICRON Sponsored by CP Wool
MERIT
A 1864 Phillipa McConway (Te Rapa) 
COMMENDATION
D 2105 Kelly Paku Taylor (Nga-Motu) 
A 825 Janet Hackshaw (Spec) 
D 1647 Phyllicia Jorgensen (CJI)
A 1132 Patrick Shelford (Tiroiti Station) 
QX 2158 Pru  Heaney (Craigroy Station)
A 1883 Graeme Goodger (Grays Hills Station)

NORTH ISLAND Sponsor Brendan Mahony Shearing
MERIT
X 2133 Vivienne Lewis (Ngamatea Station)
CROSSBRED Sponsor NZ Wool Scouring Ltd
MERIT 
D 2115 Trish Moke-Ludlow (FAE under Bar)

OWNER CLASSER Sponsor PGG Wrightson Wool 
MERIT
FM 2135 Angus Sandall (Upton Fells Station)
COMMENDATION
FM 2138 Sally Smith (Awapiri Station)
FM 620 Eric Laurenson (Burnbrae) 
FD 1769 Anne Johnston (Home Hills Station)

GRADER Sponsor Peter Lyon Shearing
COMMENDATION
Danielle Mahae (Beaumont Station)

mailto:eo@woolclassers.org.nz
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Woolclasser profile: Tracey Hill
We all strive to work towards for that dream job to come along 
at some point in our chosen career. Well for Tracey Hill that 
may have just occurred having recently started as a classer 
for a wool broker drawing on the knowledge and experience 
from her shed classing and shearing contracting background.

After leaving school, at age 16 to work as a land girl Tracey 
quickly discovered for her that the best part of the farming 
year was at shearing time. Consequently she contacted local 
shearing contractor Ron Davis and started with him on her 
18th birthday, working locally in the South Otago area for 
many years.

In the early 1990s she headed over the ditch in the off season 
to work in New South Wales of Australia, each year returning 
home to New Zealand for pre-lamb to work with Ron Hills 
blade gang.

It was while working in Australia with Les & Sue Dunn in 
Broken Hill that Tracey decided that she wanted to learn a bit 
more about wool and become a wool classer. Sue was a classer, 
and she inspired her to obtain her classing stencil. 

In 1995 Tracey attended Lincoln to do the wool course. 1995 
was an auspicious year, attending Lincoln, and marrying the 
bosses’ son, Ronny Hill. She has classed sheds in the high 
country in regions from Glenorchy to Tekapo, and became 
fully registered (A1722) in two years. Her proudest achieve-
ment in the wool industry to date was when she was classing
just three clips at the time and received a merit and two com-
mendations in the same season.

Once Tracey and Ronny took over the shearing contracting 
business in 1997 her skills and duties expanded to include; 
wool handling and cooking when required, and of course the 
bookwork and paying wages.

After 20+ years involved in the business, and with two adult 
children she decided it was time for a change and a move from 
Balclutha to enable her to spend more time with family in 
Dunedin was in order.

Late last year a job opportunity came up with PGG Wright-
son Wool in Mosgiel, Dunedin enabling this to occur. She 
freely admits the experience of moving out of her comfort 
zone has been scary but exciting at the same time.

Her position offers a wide variety of work post wool harvest-
ing not only with the huge range of wool breeds (Drysdale to 
Merino) and types handled a daily basis from the wider Otago 
region, but is now adding to her repertoire of skills with forklift 

driving, grab & core machine operation, as well as helping 
with pressing and data entry. She is also learning first-hand 
the importance of accurately completed legible specifications!

With the added benefit of regular working hours and days 
off, Tracey is able to enjoy her reading, walking, following 
her children with their interests and sports, and is able to rel-
ish her new environment by the sea in picturesque St Clair. 
(Barbara Newton.)

Happy tourists at Golden Shears 2020, from left: Gwenan 
Paewai and daughter Tesni Paewai; Eleri Bradley and Mum, 
Helen Bradley. (LSP photo.)

Woolclasser, Tracey Hill. (Barbara Newton photo.)

DAVIS SHEARING 
CONTRACTING

Covering Otago, Southland and further afield 
from our bases at Gore, Milton and Balclutha

Shearers and shedhands - we provide excellent 
accommodation and living conditions, clean 

sheep, great sheds, steady work.

We focus on providing top quality shearing and 
wool preparation service for our many clients in 
a competitive but relaxed working atmosphere

Farmers - we have the crew to meet your needs - 
when you want it, how you want it.

Ring Jason - tel 03 418 0824.  
E-mail shara.jason@xtra.co.nz

mailto:shara.jason@xtra.co.nz
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New Zealand Woolclassers’ Association Merit Award winners 
for 2019. Top: Phillipa McConway (Mid-micron class). 
Above: Trish Moke-Ludlaw (North Island crossbred class.) 
(Barbara Newton photos.)

Above: Looks like his kitchen, so could be, he rules. Jock Martin 
turns cutting ham into an art form at the New Zealand Merino 
Shears, Alexandra, 2019. (LSP photo.)

Track your journey
Note what 
service you 
are on
Try to include the 
vehicle, vessel, train  
or flight number you 
are on.

Note where 
you are sitting 
Try to include the  
seat or area where  
you are sitting on  
the transport service, 
and terminal where  
you are waiting.

Note the time
Try to include the time 
you got on and off the 
transport service.
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Waimate 2019. Left: woolhandler Lucy Avery. Right: Unknown shearer getting the third degree from judge Ken Payne. 
(Waimate Shears photo collection.)

Supplied
The Waimate Shears New Zealand 
Spring Shearing Championships are 
holding their 53rd show on Friday 9th 
and Saturday 10th of October 2020 at 
the A&P Shears Pavilion at the Waimate 
Showgrounds. Being the first show of the 
season this year, we are planning on a big 
one and hoping to have a big turnout. We 
have already had many of the country’s 
top shearers enter.

We will have two full days competition 
beginning first thing Friday morning 
with a “Winter Comb” event for Open 
& Senior grades. Merino wethers will 
be supplied by Tim Graham at Te 
Akatarawa, Lake Aviemore, (we have 
applied to Shearing Sports NZ for the 
NZ Winter Comb title). This will also 
be the 1st round of the National All 
Breeds Circuit, for this year only (due 
to Covid19, Alexandra won’t be running 
their show this year). The finals for 
this will be held before lunch Friday 
morning. Then our show will continue 
as normal in the afternoon.

Another new event on our programme 
this year will be the finals of the South 
Island Woolhandling Circuit for Open, 
Senior and Junior grades. Also on the 
programme will be the Novice Machine 
event which was trialled at last year’s 
show and proved to be a very popular 
event for those new to shearing. 

Friday night we will again be holding 
the speed shear. This is also a bit of a 
fun night with the Young Farmers from 
South Canterbury and North Otago 
competing for the “Boot” trophy.

We are in the process of organising 
a “Wool Expo” showcasing the many 
benefits of using wool and are at 
present contacting parties interested 

New Zealand Spring Shears, Waimate

in displaying their wool products.  It is 
more than time wool made a comeback 
especially in this age of providing 
natural sustainable products with a very 
low environmental impact. If anyone 
knows of someone who is making a 
quality product from wool and is looking 
to increase their market, please get in 
contact with us. There will be further 
updates on this posted on the Waimate 
Shears Facebook page.

Due to unforeseen circumstances 
PGG Wrightson will not be sponsoring 
the National All Breeds Circuit this 
year. Negotiations are in progress and 
hopefully they will be back next year.

Th is  does  mean that  a l l  t he 
competitions on the circuit will need 
to source other sponsorship to run their 
events, so it is important for competitors 
to enter and pay early as their entry fees 
will set the level of the prize money (the 
sash and the prestige will still be there).

Last year, for the first time, we live 
streamed our competition. This was a 
major success with 7500 connections 
from all around the world over the two 
days and 3700 watching the final. This 

has also helped us secure new sponsors.
PGG Wrightson, Dave & Karen 

Ellis, Acto Agriculture, Mark Murphy, 
Waimate Shearing, D B Breweries, 
Headford Propagators, the Lion 
Foundation, Lister, Alpine Energy, 
Veterinary Centre Waimate, Merial 
Ancare, Mehrtens Agri, Central South 
Island Scanning R D Petroleum, 
Dave Bateman Shearing Supplies, 
Waimate Town & Country Club, 
Royal Tavern, Kingswood Motels, 
Waimate Accountants, Foley Shearing, 
Makikihi Hotel, Bruce Rogers Shearing, 
McRaeway Homes, Mulcahy Wool 
Merchants, G & J Fencing, Tangney 
Tree Topping, Blair’s Motor Repairs, 
Chris Chave Contracting, Waihao Forks 
Hotel, Jason Chamberlain Plumbing, 
Vale Terrace, Maikikhi Fries, Puna 
Kerr Shearing, Clifton Downs Farming, 
I L Mehrtens & Sons, Holmes Family, 
Transport Waimate Regional Wool 
Growers, Aoraki Pr imary Wool 
Producers, Colourprint NZ, Studholme 
Hotel, McMaster Joinery, H C & Partners 
LP, Timaru Honda, Ravensdown, 
Kinsman Contracting, Arthur Motors, 
Farmlands, Motor Electrics, Kirk 
Irrigation, Port Blakely, Waimate 
Decorating, Road Materials Workgear, 
R & R Bookshop, CP Wool, Footes Ltd, 
Interfreight, Rural Transport, Kris & 
Kirsten Edh, Stowell Motor Repairs, 
Waimate Pharmacy, The Rock. 

Thank you to all our regular sponsors, 
many have been with us a very long time 
and we appreciate your support.  We also 
welcome new sponsors Lister Shearing 
Gear, Aon New Zealand, Bournedale 
Farm (the local farm that supplies 
Romney hoggets for our shearing finals) 
and Manawatu Knitting Mills (MKM).
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or small

Dose them all MONTHLY

   
   

By Bernie Walker
Members of New Zealand shearing teams and others who 
shore around Euroa in the teams of Brian  Morrison and John 
Harris during the Golden Shears era will be greatly saddened 
to learn of the passing of the Gentle Giant, Max Cox, from 
Longwood.  A big man, 2.06 metres tall, and weighing 
150kgs, with a big heart and a great sense of humour, Max 
died on June 17, 2020.  Despite his size he had a great ability 
to get along with everyone, and to sum up any situation, 
usually with a wry or witty comment.

Max was born in Melbourne in 1937 before the family 
moved to Creightons Creek, now the home of the famous 
‘Lindsay Park’ racehorse complex owned by David Hayes 
and family.  Four years later the Cox’s moved to Longwood 
where Max went to school for nine years and then to Caulfield 
Grammar in Melbourne.  School was not his favourite 
occupation and he left in 1952.  He soon found a job digging 
holes for septic tanks by hand before he began spreading 
superphosphate for Ron Berry and was pleased to earn as 
much per day as he had been getting a week.  

After his father died in 1950 his mother leased the farm for 
a few years before she and Max worked the farm together 
and Max established a Dorset Horn stud which was wiped 
out by the terrible 1965 bushfire which also claimed the lives 
of seven local people.

Max played tennis, cricket and badminton as well as Aussie 
Rules football.  When the Longwood club amalgamated 
with Avenel, he attracted interest from three VFL clubs and 
eventually signed with South Melbourne which became 
Sydney in the AFL.  He says he was too slow for that class 
of football.  About this time he met and married Coral, his 
soulmate.  They were married for 58 years and raised three 
boys, Glen, Greg and Tony.  He became the proud Pa of six 
grandchildren and one great-grandie.  

Music was a big part of Max’s life and people will remember 
him pumping out some big notes from his saxophone while 
keeping the beat with his size seventeen shoe.  He and Coral 
formed a dance band, the name of which was the ‘Gaytones’ 
and they played at many dances, balls and weddings.  Coral 
was their pianist.  Max also loved good country music.

Max was devoted to his home town, and would arc up 
if he heard it referred to as Euroa. When the old hall was 
condemned in 1982, Max and a steering committee set about 
raising the necessary funds to develop a new Community 
Centre.  He was enormously proud of this building.  Max 
was the call-out, go-to for all manner of problems – fires, 
broken pipes, blackouts, vehicle accidents and even marriage 
counselling.  

After he left school Max learnt to shear and worked in local 
sheds until neighbour Brian Morrison began his contract run 
and asked Max to press for him, and eventually he also ran 
teams for Brian.  He became a close friend of Kiwi John 
Brophy.  Max says Broph with his humour and practical jokes 
kept him sane when the going got tough. 

One day while penning-up Max was charged by a merino 
ram which broke his leg.  Broph told everyone in the pub 
that evening that the ambulance men had to leave the back 
doors open and put a little red flag on Max’s foot so it didn’t 
get bumped.

Max developed an addiction to earthmoving machinery – 
dozers, scrapers and excavators – anything that would create 
dust.  One of his first employers was Ian Perry at Tatura and 
they remained lifelong friends.  But when the Hume Freeway 
duplication began he started driving anything for Keathsons.  
The only thing that kept him in the sheds was the fact shearing 
was from August to September when it was usually too wet 

‘To cut a long story short ...’ Max Cox and Eddie Reidy at 
Euroa, 1970s. Inset: Max of more recent years. (Bernie Walker 
and Barbara Reidy photo collections.)

Final cut-out for Max Cox
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for earthmoving.  After the freeway work was finished he 
bought a digger and tiptruck of his own and eventually went 
into partnership with another neighbour Neil Tubb.  

Max was the consummate citizen.  He became a Shire 
Councillor, and a Commissioner of the Water Trust, member 
of the Progress Association, Cemetery Trust, Football Club 
and numerous other committees, chairing most of them.

Aviation was another passion of Max’s and he became the 
owner of a Cessna 172 known as ‘Charlie’.  He fulfilled a 
long-held dream when he landed his own plane, in his own 
paddock, taxied into his own hangar and walked to his home 
50 metres away.  ‘Charlie’ enabled Max and Coral to travel 
all over Australia which they loved.  Max also became very 
involved with Jenny Houghton and her hot air balloon.

Through his association with shearing Max was recruited 
to assist with the local Apex competitions at the Euroa Show 
which progressed into Golden Shears Australia.  Max joined 
Euroa Shearing Association and became a tremendous asset to 
the competition.  This is how he met the NZ teams when he 
was with Brian Morrison through the Golden Shears.  The first 
team in 1974 became part of the 20 stand team at ‘Drysdale 
Estate’.  On the third morning Eddie Reidy, all of 70kgs, was 
standing on the board yelling out “Sheepo, Cocko” until Max 
heard him and came thundering down the board to rectify 
Eddie’s problem.  Max said, “You bloody New Australians 
are always wanting something”.  Both of them had a big grin 
on their faces and it was typical of the camaraderie which 
had quickly developed between the Aussies and the Kiwis.  
Members of the NZ teams always ask after Max.

Max joined the Longwood Fire Brigade aged 16. He was 
soon elected as a Deputy Group Officer for 10 years, then 

became Group Officer for more than 15 years.  As a result of 
his huge contribution to the Country Fire Authority Max was 
awarded the Australian Fire Service Medal and the National 
Service Medal.  He was recognised with a Life Membership 
of the CFA and also received the Rotary Paul Harris Medal 
among other Awards he won.  

He was also awarded the Order of Australia Medal to 
services to fire fighting and the local community.  The Max 
Cox bridge in Longwood is named in recognition of his 
vast amount of work and commitment to the township and 
district.  When he retired Max began growing orchids and 
writing bush poetry.  

Max’s passing will leave a huge hole in the Longwood 
community.  He is survived by his wife Coral and their three 
sons and their families.  They were his greatest pride and 
joy and he loved to spend time with them.  He often said his 
most special times were when his family and many friends 
were gathered at his home.  They are the people who will 
miss him most of all.

ACE cover combs, flat 
combs & cutters  

Order early so you don’t miss 
out! 

 
PHONE or 
TEXT 
LEON 
0275914361 
 
EMAIL:info@acequip.co.nz 

ACE SHEARING GEAR 
FOR QUALITY YOU CAN TRUST 

Thankyou for your loyal support during the     
Covid-19 pandemic. 

KEEP SAFE  

Also available from your local farm shops 

Time to Move up a Gear
‘Two mates and I had attended the annual Settlers Ball at 
the local hall. On arriving home at 3am, we decided it was a 
bit late to go to bed, so after a quick brew of tea, we let the 
dogs go and took off pig-hunting.

‘As we were all fairly well ‘hung over’, the first two hours 
were a bit rough, but by the time daylight came, we began 
to feel a bit more enthusiastic. We were trudging along a big 
open ridge, when one mate, who hadn’t done much hunting 
before, said, “Hey look, pig tracks.”

‘I had a look and said, “Hell, they’re a fortnight old.”
‘My other mate, who was well known for his quick wit, said 

in his slow drawl, “Well we’d better get a move on. They’ve 
got a fair start on us.”’

(© Mike McGee, For Those Who Understand (Tales from 
New Zealand’s Back Country), 1991)

The book’s back cover notes explain that Mike McGee 
(RIP c2003) “spent a 40 year working life as a shepherd, 
professional pig-hunter, shearer (representing New Zealand 
in 1962) and for 15 years, as studmaster of one of the 
country’s largest Perendale sheep studs, in hill country 
behind Waverley, in southern Taranaki.” 
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By Des Williams
Howard Symons got his teen-aged 
start in the shearing industry thanks 
to a little bit of forgetfulness by his 
father. A coastal Taranaki dairy farmer, 
Mr Symons was chairman of the local 
branch of Federated Farmers and was 
responsible for organising learner 
shearing courses on behalf of the New 
Zealand Wool Board.

‘It must have been 1963 because I was 
nearly 16-years-old at the time,’ Howard 
recalls. ‘As the date for the start of the 
course drew nearer, Dad seemed to have 
forgotten all about it and suddenly it 
was upon him. “Goodness me”, he said, 
“how would you and your brother like to 
go and learn how to shear sheep?” ‘He 
was looking at me and my older brother 
but, just before the event my brother fell 
off his bike and injured himself, so he 
couldn’t go.

‘So, I went along and very quickly 
found myself enjoying it immensely. 
Kevin Bunn from Tarata was the 
Taranaki regional instructor at the time 
and he made the course very interesting. 
I thought shearing could be just the thing 
for me and I started doing some crutching 
and shearing around Okato-Rahotu and 
other areas around the mountain. The 
coastal farms were mainly dairy but there 
were quite a few sheep properties higher 
up the mountain.

‘I continued to learn as I much as I 
could by watching others and then, in 
1968, I attended an advanced course at 
Palmerston North. The instructors there 
were Godfrey and Ivan Bowen, Claude 
Waite and Bob Reed, all permanent Wool 

Board instructors at that time. Again, I 
enjoyed the course very much and got 
quite a lot out of it.

‘About nine months or so after that 
Godfrey contacted me and asked if I 
would like to join his team as a full 
time instructor based in Palmerston 
North. So, in 1969 I started my job as a 
permanent NZWB instructor. I was one 
of four at that time, all of us based in 
the North Island. We ran learner courses 
around Massey and Lincoln, shore all 
the College sheep and quite a few other 
properties to make up the required 
numbers.

‘We would have young guys on the 
courses that had done a bit of shearing 
and knew one end of a sheep from the 
other. At the end of our Learner courses 
they would be capable of doing 180 to 

200 a day. Those tallies don’t sound much 
nowadays but back then it was a useful 
day’s work for these young shearers. 
Then we began running trade courses for 
the more experienced and professional 
shearers. It’s fair to say we also learned 
quite a bit from some of those blokes and 
were able to incorporate their skills and 
tricks into our own courses and pass on 
the knowledge that way.

‘Robin Kidd was the sole South Island 
instructor, based at Lincoln and he was 
soon joined by Ian Rutherford, who was 
one of the top fine wool shearers at the 
time. We ran courses in both Islands 
and I was fortunate to see most of the 
top shearers in action. I remember Tom 
Brough asking me once if I knew a 
shearer named Larry Lewis. I said yes, 
I had seen him on the East Coast several 
years earlier. And now, here he was, one 
of the top shed and competition shearers 
in New Zealand and a Golden Shears 
finalist several times.

‘I was most fortunate during my 
time with the Wool Board to get two 
stints overseas, working through the 
United Nations (UN) and the Food 
and Agricultural Organisation (FAO). 
Godfrey Bowen organised for Robin 
Kidd and me to go to India, where we 
teamed up with the Australians who were 
running a sheep and wool development 
programme for the UN.

‘Robin worked up in the north of the 
country, Kashmir, while I was down 
at the ‘desert end’. We ran machine 
shearing courses. Most of the sheep in 
India prior to that were shorn with blades 

Howard Symons, 2020. (LSP photo.) 

Howard Symons – mixing with the best

All year round work available for 
experienced and reliable staff on 
our local and stay out runs. Fine 
wool shedhands required from 
start August until end October.

Quality accommodation available. 
Friendly and safe working 

environments. 

For enquiries call Joel on 
0274 075 531
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Phone Colin on 022 183 2200
or 06 879 5553

Like to come shearing in the 
sunny Hawkes Bay? 

We have jobs available from mid-
May to end of September and 
mid-October through to March for 
seasonal  staff. 

If you’d like to move here  to live 
we have permanent positions 
available for the right people. All 
you need is a good work ethic and 
your gear.

Accommodation available. 

Sponsor, North Island Woolhandling Circuit

and scissors and just about anything else 
that could cut wool off. 

‘We eventually got the local shearers 
doing up to 150 a day, shearing out under 
the hot sun with portable machines.

‘For a country boy from Taranaki, 
I have to say that India was a real 
eye-opener for me. There was a huge 
population, with everything vastly 
different from what I’d been used to in 
New Zealand.

‘Then, 18 months or so later [c1972] I 
was off again, this time to Afghanistan. 
We were also working with the 
Australians on that trip. I was mainly 
demonstrating on portable machines 
that had been supplied by Lister, and the 
emphasis there was more on showing 
them what could be achieved with the 
use of machines, rather than the scissors 
they were using in much the same way 
a barber cuts hair! That excursion lasted 
for about six weeks. That was also a 
fantastic country to be in at that time 
– The Afghani people were amazing, a 
very proud country. That was before it 
got all ravaged by wars, of course – you 
wouldn’t want to go there now!’

By the mid-1970s Harold decided on 
a change of career. He thought Godfrey 
and Ivan, Claude Waite and Bob Reed 
had all given many years of service to 
the Wool Board and shearer training, 
but wasn’t sure he wanted to be doing 
the same when he was approaching 60.

‘Certainly, I’d had a good few years 
and a lot of fun through shearing but 
I decided to set my sights on a farm. I 
resigned from the Board, sold my house 
in Palmerston North and moved up to the 
King Country. I’d seen a good part of the 
country through my shearing travels and 

decided to settle on the King Country 
because land was still relatively cheap 
and was not subject to the droughts and 
floods and other extremes like some of 
the other provinces.

‘I soon found a job shearing with 
Bruce Neill, who had open run sheds 
around Aria and Mokauiti. I’d picked up 
sheds around Te Anga and Marokopa so 
we combined into a larger run with more 
than enough sheep to keep us busy.

‘Bruce had a twin brother named 
Roger who was a farmer but also did 
some shearing [not to be confused with 
Bruce and Roger Neil from Piopio] and 
we were also joined by Tom Brough, 
Merv Johnston and Mark McGlashan. 
Mark was a big, strong lad who played 
rugby for King Country in 1975 and 
1978 as a lock forward and he was also 
a very good shearer with a huge ticker.

‘After a couple of years operating in 
that way I got enough money together to 
buy a property at Mokauiti and became 
a farmer/shearer! It meant I had to ease 
back on the shearing, rather than give it 
away altogether because there wasn’t a 
lot of money to be made in farming at 
that stage.

‘Things got better for a year or two, 
and then along came Mr Lange and Mr 
Douglas [Labour Government 1987] 
and farming became very difficult again. 
Tom, Merv and I decided we’d better get 
the shearing gear out again. We hired a 
couple of shedhands, shore the sheep on 
our own properties and generally worked 
well together. We also found we could 
still tap out useful numbers each day, so 
that was satisfying.

‘When I was with the Wool Board I 

spent many weekends at competitions, 
either shearing, judging or commentating. 
My move to the King Country allowed 
me to pursue other interests that had to go 
on the back-burner while I was involved 
with shearing.

‘Looking back on all that, I guess I 
can say I have seen most of the great 
shearers between the Bowen era and the 
young guns of today. The various regions 
seemed to produce their own champions 
– from Brian Waterson, Norm Blackwell, 
Ivan Rosandich and through to the Te 
Whata’s and Smiths up north. Then 
you had the likes of Bing Macdonald, 
Manu Rangiawha, Joe Ferguson, Martin 
Ngataki and Eddie Reidy in the Waikato. 

‘From the King Country came Mate 
Symon, Tom and John Brough, Brian 
Quinn, Bruce Neill, Alan MacDonald, 
Neil St George, Alan Donaldson and 
the Fagans (and many others!), while 
further down the line you had the likes 
of Danny Holland, Brian MacDonell, 
Ray Alabaster and Roger Cox.

‘I was very fortunate to meet and 
know most of the great names, and to 
see most of them shear. I’ve been asked 
who I think might be the best of all. They 
were all great champions, all with similar 
traits. I’d love to see them all lined up 
having a go at each other. They would 
put on a helluva show, that’s for sure … 
but picking just one? Too hard! Just like 
trying to choose between Peter Snell and 
John Walker!’
(See Robin Kidd’s recall of the Indian 
excursion at page 14.)

Howard Symons, 1969 vintage at Golden 
Shears. (Howard Symons collection.)

All year round work available for 
experienced and reliable shearers 

and shedhands who can ensure we 
provide a quality service  

to our clients.

We offer good quality 
accommodation, meals and vehicles 

to travel to work.

ACC tertiary accreditation & member 
NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association.

Enquiries to Pip on
03 693 8087 or 027 432 6932
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Letter from magazine 
founder, Iain Morrison

How nice to see Shearing Magazine 
again and, given I’m in lock-up mode, 
read it cover to cover. I have some of the 
original copies of the magazine from the 
days when Doug, Hugh and I launched 
it and I think it appropriate that I donate 
them to you for your archives.

In the meantime, I just wanted to 
share with you an amazing coincidence. 
A few years ago now, I decided to take 
my townie kids to the country for a 
weekend staying at the old two-storey 
Tinui Pub (before it was moved to 
Greytown and converted to a private 
residence). I was leaning on the bar 
talking to the owner (as you do on a 
Friday night) and he introduced me to 
his regulars. I told him why I was there 
and I was keen to know if there was any 
shearing going on that weekend so that 
I could take the kids to have a look at 
a dinkum Kiwi woolshed in operation. 

I mentioned to him that I was one of 
the originals who started a magazine 
about the shearing industry and he 
asked me to lift my elbow off the pile of 
magazines that were sitting on the bar. 
‘Have a look through that lot. There’s 
a Shearing magazine in there that talks 
about the jokers who started it.’ And 
there it was. Your magazine [November 
2009] celebrating a milestone and 
talking about the three of us who started 
it. I was gob-smacked and pointed to the 
article and said, ‘That’s me.’ He then 
took me over to a bunch of people at 
a table across the room and said, ‘This 
is the joker who started the Shearing 
magazine.’

They were the local shearing gang, 
relaxing after a hard week’s work and 
immediately invited me to join them. 
They were working the next day and 
delighted that I wanted to visit with 
my kids. We traded a few jugs of beer 
and the next day the kids were into it…

holding a handpiece, working a wool 
press and helping yard a few sheep. It’s 
a memory they still talk about today. 

For me the coincidence of actually 
planting my elbow on a pile of 
magazines that included the Shearer that 
featured an article about Doug Laing, 
Hugh de Lacy and me. Our business 
logic for starting the magazine was that 
shearing is a competitive sport that’s 
built on the back of a tough trade and in 
this regard it is unique. Doug and Hugh 
did all the writing, I sold advertising, 
printed, published and distributed the 
magazines either directly or through the 
stock and station outlets.

Shearing is probably the only industry 
where you take a towel to a job as part 
of your work kit. In the early 1980s they 
shore 120 million sheep. The national 
flock was +70 million and they shore 50 
million lambs. At a dollar a sheep the 
shearing industry was a $120 million 
business that went to shearers and their 
families.  

Good luck with your electronic era 
publishing. Feel free to use part or all of 
this if you think it would be of interest 
to your readers. 
(Iain Morrison, 1 April 2020.)

Robin Kidd recalls India Trip
‘Howard Symons and I both went to India  
on leave without pay and worked for the 
Food and Agricultural Organisation of 
United Nations. There were quite a few 
of these projects which enabled our guys 
to get some international experience 
during our off season. Claude Waite 
started the project off in 1965, followed 
by Ivan Bowen in 1966.

‘Howard and I went from March 
to May in 1970. The Indian project 
was managed by the Australians and 
unfortunately they didn’t consider using 
blades, which would have been much 
more appropriate. However, we pressed 
on, Howard going to various southern 
states while I was initially in Rajastan 
and  later in Kashmir.

‘The Kashmiri project was managed 
by a Doctor Bandi and was very well run. 
They were crossing the local fine wool 
breed very successfully with Aussie 
merinos and creating a smaller, plainer, 
animal which did very well on the high 
altitudes. Summer grazing was available 
up to 16,000 feet. 

‘They preferred to shear the sheep up 
on the tops because a bidibid-type plant 
which grew on the mountain produced 
its burrs in the autumn  and had to be 
negotiated as the sheep returned to winter 
grazing on the lower country. It seems 
incredible to us that there could be feed 
at that height but it’s only a little more 
than half way to the top of Everest. I have 
a photo of that class which was taken 
by a professional photographer with a 
beautiful big  camera mounted on a brass 
tripod. The exposure was done by the 
man simply removing the lens cap and 
replacing it. 

‘I have an entry in my diary for 10  April 
1970 which states,  “Demonstration-cum 
marathon up towards Palagon.  54 Rams 
shorn in the blazing sun. About 500 
people present between two venues.” 
‘On that day we had driven into the 
mountains  for about three hours on 
horrendous roads with a portable petrol 
driven plant  in the back of a tiny Suzuki 
Jeep piloted by a maniac who was Dr 
Bandi’s deputy. 

‘The purpose being to show the 
locals the modern technology. All the 
dignitaries were seated in the front row 
and served with cups of tea while the 
modern technology toiled away. I think 
I lost more sweat worrying whether I 
would survive the return journey than 
from the shearing!’

* * * * * *  
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Clarrissa may fill some big shoes!
There’s an old song by George Jones in which he laments the 
passing of country singing greats like Hank Williams (‘Luke 
the Drifter’), Marty Robbins, Lefty Frizzell and others, and 
wonders who might eventually come along to replace the likes 
of Merle Haggard (the Okie from Muskogee), Willie Nelson 
(the Red-headed stranger), Conway Twitty (‘Hello darlin’) 
and Johnny Cash (the Man in Black). 

‘Who’s gonna fill their shoes?’ George asks in the song. 
Seemed like a good question at the time. Eventually, along 
came Garth Brooks, Alan Jackson, Travis Tritt, Vince Gill ...

It remains a relevant question, one often asked in our own 
industry – where is the next generation of shearers coming 
from? Who’s gonna fill the moccs of the present aging 
generation of shearers?

Well, how about 14-year-old Clarrissa Albert-Hovell from 
Tolaga Bay, to start with? After first learning to shear at 
Whatatutu, Clarrissa on 2 August 2020 did her first full day 
(7 hours actually) and posted her first 100, ending with a tally 
of 123. Jojo Crawford (Facebook shearingworldwide) reports 
on this rare feat:

‘Before Clarrissa’s tally of 100 she had been  jumping on 
a stand whenever she got the opportunity, and was practicing 
the last side. She then started belly crutching, then progressed 
to shearing the whole sheep, which eventually led to that 
memorable first full day.’ 

‘Clarrissa says they (meaning her mum and two sisters) have 
got their own little run. Clarrissa’s mother’s name is Leonie 
Albert, who does all the organising for their small open run. 
Leonie is also a shearer who has just recently returned back 
shearing. 

‘Leonie says, “I’m back shearing and loving it even more 
now my baby Clarrissa is shearing – my dream has been to 
shear with my three girls – Clarrissa, Jamie-Lee and Sue-Anne. 
Jamie-Lee and Sue-Anne are woolhandlers at present but they 
also know how to crutch and to shear.”

‘The Alberts also shear and crutch the sheep for Craig 
O’Brien, our well-known East Coast-based shearing judge.

A suggestion that Clarrissa enter into novice shearing 
competitions as soon as possible was greeted with much 
enthusiasm, and so too by Leonie. “If my daughter shears in a 
competition, then I will shear in it too,” she says. 

As to her job prospects for the future, Clarrissa says she 
really wants to start shearing right now. ‘But for the moment I 
have to stay at school so I’ll have to wait a little while before 
I can shear full time.

‘I’d also love to be a farmer and have that as my backup job 
for when I’m done shearing.’

Jojo Crawford suggests there can’t be many families like the 
Alberts: ‘An inspiring little family/whanau team comprising 
four women – two shearers and two woolhandlers. Quite 
unique, I thought.’ 

Shearingworldwide (and Shearing magazine!) would be 
interested to hear about any other 14-year-old females with a 
tally or tallies of 100 or more to their credit. 

* * * * * *

‘No, there’ll never be another Red-Headed Stranger
A Man in Black and Folsom Prison Blues

The Okie from Muskogee, Or Hello Darling
Lord, I wonder, who’s gonna fill their shoes?’

Top: Clarrissa and number 123. Centre: Clarrissa back on the 
stand the following day. Bottom: Mum Leonie Albert passing 
on some practical advice to her 14-year-old daughter. (Jojo 
Crawford photos.)
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MID/SOUTH CANTERBURY

Requires quality shearers and 
woolhandlers for permanent 
or seasonal work. Good rates 

offered, must be drug free.

Phone Tony 027 693 3010

By Jack Fagan
Being in ‘Stage Four lockdown’ for 
four weeks in March and April provided 
a great time to reflect on where our 
industry has been and where it should 
be going.

I wrote an article six months ago [for 
Farmers Weekly] on how lucky we are to 
be able to pick up a handpiece and travel 
the world while earning some decent 
coin. That idea has now been flipped 
on its head.

It’s quite daunting, the thought of 
being stuck in New Zealand for the 
winter, something I haven’t experienced 
since 2008. But with all that ‘free time’ 
on my hands, I was asked to write an 
article about the most interesting and 
far-flung competition I have ever been 
to or competed in.  

My mind immediately bounced back 
to the medieval town of Martel in the 
South of France, and their shearing 
competition which is held on the 14th 
of July every year.

Flying into Toulouse the night before, 
we picked up a little rental car and 
thrashed it all the way up the motorway. 
Arriving in Martel, we were soon greeted 
by the French shearing fraternity with a 
few cold beers and a warming dinner.

Everyone was relaxed and filled with 
cheer, busy laughing and catching up, 
but come the next day everyone has their 
game faces on because it’s show time!

Two hundred metres from the town’s 
main square, the four-stand competition 
is staged, shaded underneath mature 
trees with a crowd of more than four-
hundred people watching intensely.

The music blasts all day as we 
race through the preliminary rounds, 
the spectators enjoying the fierce 
competition. Then, taking our stands for 
the final, the crowd is filled with cheers 
and applause, the commentary is heating 
up and the pressure is on. 

We shear our twenty bellied ewes in 
12 to 13 minutes, the crowd of more 
than 400 people erupt in celebration, 
followed by the pop of countless bottles of 
champagne sprayed into the air. Drenched 
in champagne, we then commence the 
evening celebrations by strolling the 200 
metres back into the town square.  

The small town of Martel is heaving 
and the restaurant ovens are roaring 
under their 18th century roofs as they 
attempt to feed more than one thousand 
hungry people. 

In traditional French fashion, we 

celebrate, eat and drink the night away 
(in that order). As perhaps the epitome of 
fun and hosting everything a competition 
should represent, Martel is leading 
by example and is definitely worth 
experiencing.

New Zealand still hosts some of the 
best competitions in the world.  However 
now is a good time to take a step back, 
delete political input and remember why 
we host and compete in these events.  It 
is for fun.

Due to the economic impacts of 
Covid-19, sponsors will no doubt be 
struggling next season to match the 
financial support of previous seasons.  
Which raises the question – would you 
still compete at the Golden Shears if 
there was no prize money at the end of 
the day? 

I bet every man and his dog would still 
show up, just to chase that Holy Grail of 
shearing.

Above: Jack Fagan competing at 
Martel, in the south of France. Below: 
after-match celebrators, from left: 
Pierre Grancher, Christophe Riffaud, 
Pera Davies, Jack Fagan, Loic 
Leygonie. (Jack Fagan photos.)

No Money for the Holy Grail?

Shearingmag 
is on Facebook

STAY
      WEIRD
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Book Review: 60 Golden Years Illustrated
Our new contributing writer, Jack Fagan, in his story at page 
17 of this edition refers to Golden Shears as the Holy Grail 
of shearing. Would people still come to Masterton in search 
‘the relic’ if there was no prize-money attached? We think so. 
Pictured above, some of the shearers who turned the Golden 
Shears Open into the Holy Grail during those early years. 
Open finalists 1965, from left: Brian Quinn, Bing MacDonald, 
Joe Ferguson, Allan Williamson, Rob MacDonald and Barry 
Kidd. (Bernie Walker photo collection.)

And now that Golden Shears has celebrated its 60th 
anniversary, it is appropriate that Pete Nikolaison should 
produce a fine pictorial record of Golden Shears to celebrate 
the milestone. Pete’s father, George ‘Ted’ Nikolaison was the 
official Shears photographer during the first decade and Pete 
has carried the mantle for the past 20 years.

Let the book’s cover notes explain: ‘For sixty years New 
Zealand’s paramount rural sporting event has been held in 
Masterton’s war Memorial Stadium. Thousands of shearers, 
wool handlers and pressers have competed with each other 
to be crowned the Golden Shears champion.

This book, lavishly illustrated by a number of different 
photographers but mainly by the Nikolaison family of 
Masterton, traces the development of Wairarapa’s most 
important annual sporting event, with contributions from 
historians, top shearing writers and those involved in the 
Golden Shears International Championships Society.

Complete with all the results from the 60th competition 
held in March 2020, it is a ‘must have’ for those who follow 
competitive shearing, and anyone interested in the wool 
industry.’

The book’s statistical (Results) section covers the period 
2011 to 2020, providing comprehensive follow-on from the 
publication ‘Shear History’, published in 2010 by Fraser 
Books of Masterton.

Order on-line at www.pete.co.nz or phone 06 370 3222
* * * * * * 

MASTERTON - home of the Golden Shears 1961 - 2020

For sixty years New Zealand’s paramount rural sporting 
event has been held in Masterton’s War Memorial Stadium.  
Thousands of shearers, wool handlers and wool pressers 
have competed with each other to be crowned the  
Golden Shears champion. 

This book, lavishly illustrated by a number of different 
photographers but mainly by the Nikolaison family of 
Masterton, traces the development of  Wairarapa’s most 
important annual sporting event, with contributions from 
historians, top shearing writers and those involved in the 
Golden Shears International Championships Society. 

Complete with all the results from the 
60TH competition held in March 2020, 
it is a ‘must have’ for those who follow 
competitive shearing, and anyone 

interested in the wool industry.
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GOLDEN  SHEARS  

60  YEARS
PICTORIAL BOOK

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT  

pete.co.nz 

Golden Shears 60 Years, traces the development 
of Wairarapa’s most important annual sporting 
event, with contributions from historians, top 
shearing writers and  Golden Shears Society.  

Complete with photos and results from the 60TH 
competition held in 2020. ONLY $39.95, A4 size.

IDEAL FATHER’S DAY GIFT 
OR PHONE 06 370 3222
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By Tom Harding
There was palpable concern from March onwards in the 
United Kingdom this year amongst shearing and sheep 
farming communities; mainshear loomed, and although 
panicky rumours ripple through the big sheep areas every 
year along the lines that ‘there aren’t so many Kiwis coming 
over this year’, 2020 was very different. It really looked 
like there wouldn’t be any at all. A pandemic and global 
travel lockdown unprecedented in living memory changed 
everything overnight.

In the end it is thought that around sixteen New Zealanders 
managed to get over and although this is only a fraction of 
the normal 250, the sheep all got shorn with relatively little 
fuss. The desperate need for sheep to be shorn at certain 
times of year engages market forces of supply and demand 
it would seem, and the stands always get filled.

Global wool prices slumped from their hardly-wonderful 
previous level, and although the poor British Wool Marketing 
Board (BWMB) took a verbal beating from frustrated sheep 
farmers all over the country all season, it was hardly their 
fault. Furthermore, farmers would do well to contemplate the 
fact that it’s a legacy of over twenty years’ intensive shearer 
training by the BWMB that’s largely responsible for their 
sheep getting done.

‘We need to look back to 2001 [Foot & Mouth year] when 
there were 15 million more sheep in the country,’ said ex 
BWMB shearing training manager, Colin MacGregor.  
‘There were very few Kiwi shearers over and we managed 
then. For goodness sake, we’ve been training shearers for 
twenty years – the average output of young shearers in the 
UK has improved massively, with many putting out 300s.’

Colin, from Scotland, said that no-one really got behind 
and everyone in his area finished on time. ‘The shearers are 
there,’ he said. A positive side-effect of the disruption that 
Colin noticed was the amount of young shearers posting their 
first 100s on Facebook, with many being given opportunities 
they might not otherwise have got.

 In Ireland, George Graham said the virus presented 
shearers with a lot of new challenges that they hadn’t had 
to deal with before. ‘We had to get clearance from the 
Department of Agriculture to allow us to go to farms to do 
shearing,’ he said.  ‘Social distancing was a bit tricky at first. 
Each farm had their own way of dealing with it.

‘Because of the loneliness some people experienced during 
the lockdown some people did want us to go into their house 
so we could have a chat,’ he said. 

‘We did what we could under the circumstances and helped 
people feel less lonely in the safest way possible. Other 
farmers understandably didn’t want anyone inside their house 
which we respected.

‘The lack of New Zealand shearers coming in did cause a 
big problem for us but it was counteracted by retired shearers 
coming back out again and other people who had shorn 
before but had since moved on found themselves returning 
to shearing.’ George also noted how the exceptionally dry 
weather from April into mid-June (experienced across most 
of the UK as well as Ireland) was a massive help.

English contractor Martin Howlett used the dry and early 
spring to start a month ahead of schedule.

‘Because of the virus we thought we wouldn’t be able to 
get Kiwi shearers so we just started early with local lads,’ he 
said. ‘Everything shore like shit pretty well the whole way 
through – it was far too early really, but then we finished a 
lot earlier than we normally do. It was hard on the gear and 
hard on the mind . . . I think we would have done just as well 
if we’d started at the normal time.’

Martin found that the virus didn’t really change anything 
day-to-day at work, which was actually frustrating at times 
when they were trying to make an effort as a gang.  

‘As soon as you get a sheep kicking, they’re in your face 
and not worrying at all about the social distancing,’ he said.

Like other parts of the UK and Ireland, Martin credits lots 
of keen youngsters and a few (maybe less keen?) shearers 
coming out of retirement for getting the sheep shorn. With 
the population being far denser in parts of England than the 
typical sheep areas of Scotland, Ireland and Wales, Martin 
also noted that the ‘traffic was great’ during lockdown.

In North Wales, world champion Richard Jones reiterates 
the fact that a lot of young shearers making the most of the 
opportunity given to them filled a lot of stands, and the sheep 
were all finished on time.

‘It didn’t feel like such a rush, with no pressure to get 
finished before the Royal Welsh this year,’ he said. Richard 
also made the point that for committed show shearers, the 
absence of competitions freed up an awful lot of work days.

At a time when most of the country was either imprisoned 
in their homes or risking their lives on the front-line of the 
NHS, what a blessed bunch us shearers were to be able to 
get out in the fresh air with our work-mates and clients, lose 
some sweat and come home greasy but happy.

‘The shearers are here’

Tom Harding with PPE. ‘The mask lasted for one sheep!’ 
(Paul Rymer photo.)



Shearing 20

Godfrey Potterton suggests: 
Check your DNA
Family rumours often mentioned wool 
merchants back in the family history. 
After a bit of digging and DNA profiling 
and getting approximate dates with 
world events, etc., it transpired that yes, 
back in the 1700 – 1800s the/our family 
did trade in wool. 

Their main customers were the French 
military/army. The French, when on 
conquering campaigns around the world, 
needed good uniforms for their armies in 
North Africa and elsewhere around the 
world/globe. Deserts were/are cold at 
night, hot during the day. We all know 
wool keeps you warm when the weather 
is cold, and cool in the heat. ‘Good for 
sheep, good for man’; no need to tell you 
Kiwis that. 

France came to Ireland for its wool 
because at the time they did not get on 
very well with their neighbour, Britain. 
There was a race and scramble to 
conquer the so called ‘New World’ at 
the time. So Ireland supplied the wool 
by the back door. Thanks to this, Irish 
wool merchants did well. 

Moving on four or five generations, 

You might find all sorts of interesting 
things in your DNA, Ireland’s shearing 
judge Godfrey Potterton suggests. 
Woolly thinking, maybe? (LSP photo.)
one family member has a mad passion 
about wool, wool products, and the 
creatures that grow it. 

Question? Can wool passion be in 
your DNA and reappear after four or 
five generations (recessive genes, and 

all that)? Yes, you are just like your great 
great great granny/granddad who was 
mad as a brush, or whatever. 

This family member, when on a visit 
to New Zealand, realised his passion, 
went to sheep shearing competitions, 
wool merchants, wool stores, and sheep 
shearing sheds. It was absolute heaven 
for him. He even got to blade-shear some 
merinos in the high country. 

Assuming that there is wool in that high 
place/Heaven. Has the recessive gene 
been reignited after five generations? 
Could this be true? 

Busy North Canterbury run 
Clean, reliable staff wanted
Mainshear November-April
Pre-lamb May-September

New client enquiries welcome

Phone Mike Morgan
021 251 7742

“There was a shearer, a Scottish shearer/ [well, two of them, actually] who 
wandered far away/And shore sheep far away/There was none bolder ...”. 
With apologies to Andy Stewart and, even more so, to George Bayne and Una 
Cameron, astride their impressive mounts. Una explains: “You might recognise 
the 1996 team world champion next to me on his horse, but I think he actually 
loves it more than I do. This was taken a few years back on one of the Common 

Ridings held in our area where we 
all gather up and ride round the 
boundaries of the town, usually behind 
one guy carrying a flag. Each town has 
a week of festivities including the rides. 
We usually only manage a couple if 
we are lucky as it’s smack bang in the 
middle of shearing time so always have 
to rush away home afterwards for work 
the next day, which sometimes after 
four hours on a horse the night before 
can be a long, sore one.” 

(Una Cameron photo.)
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Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

VACANCIES AVAILABLE
FOR QUALITY SHEARERS AND 

WOOLHANDLERS
STARTING IN MAINSHEAR, 

NOVEMBER 2018
ALL ENQUIRIES TO JOE OR WIKI

VACANCIES AVAILABLE
FOR QUALITY SHEARERS AND 

WOOLHANDLERS
STARTING IN MAINSHEAR, 

NOVEMBER 2020
ALL ENQUIRIES TO JOE OR WIKI   

Tribute: Errol Buchanan

The Southland boxing team at the national championships, Palmerston North, 
1968: Back row: G Gerrard, manager; W Enright, trainer. Front left: Errol 
Templeton (light welter-weight), G Streeter (light middle-weight), Errol Buchanan 
(welterweight), Denny Enright (lightweight). (Denny Enright photo collection.)

By Des Williams
Perhaps that old ‘Gambler’ aka Kenny 
Rogers was close to the truth when he 
suggested the best you can hope for is 
to die in your sleep. 

Next best might be to depart this 
earth while doing something you love. 
For that’s how the Southland Times 
obituary notice described the passing of 
Invercargill-based shearing contractor, 
Errol Buchanan, who died on Monday 
20 April 2020 ‘while out working on his 
farm, doing what he loved’. He was in 
his 79th year.

Very quietly-spoken at the best 
of times, Errol nevertheless had a 
widespread reputation as a real family 
man who looked after his staff in 
exemplary fashion and was both 
friend and mentor to many. He was a 
contractor for more than 50 years with 
a large, Invercargill-based operation in 
his earlier years that he had taken over 
from Mickey Thompson, but over the 
past couple of decades was generally 
content to operate with just two or 
three gangs.

Former Ohai contractor Daryn 
Murray says Errol was most helpful to 
him when he first went into business 
and was always available to offer sound 
advice. Sharon Hillis of Mataura said 
Hillis Shearing had also worked very 
closely with Errol and his staff for many 
years, cooperating and exchanging 
personnel whenever either business 
required support.

Those sentiments were repeated in 

many of the comments posted beneath 
the main Facebook story – ‘One of 
the best contractors I ever worked for,’ 
said one. ‘A legend in all aspects of 
the shearing game,’ said another. And 
Wi Tohiariki of Invercargill, who had 
worked with Errol over many years, 
endorsing all of the great qualities in the 
man that others had mentioned. Errol had 
also been a member of the New Zealand 
Shearing Contractors’ Association 
during his career in the business.

And while Errol’s reputation in the 
shearing industry is widely known, his 
reputation and record as a champion 
boxer back in the 1960s may be 
less well-remembered. A Southland 
representative for many years, Errol 
won the New Zealand welter-weight 
title at Dunedin in 1965, beating 
Wellington boxer Graeme Smith in 
what his Southland team-mate, Denny 
Enright (1970 New Zealand amateur 
light-welterweight champion and later 
a successful professional) described this 
week as ‘perhaps the most brutal fight 
he had ever seen’.

‘Errol was such a hard man and a 
great strategic boxer with his footwork 
and movement around the ring. But 
above all he was just such a great bloke, 
what we’d call a ‘real good bugger’ 
down south. Errol also represented New 
Zealand against Australia in 1966.’

As well as Errol’s boxing prowess, 
Denny Enright also remembered Errol 
the shearer. “I grew up on the family 
farm at Kapuka and Errol used to 
come and shear our sheep. He was a 
fantastic shearer; his quality was always 
immaculate, hardly ever a cut or scratch 
to be seen and he was just so controlled 
in the way he handled the sheep while 
shearing them.’

A memorial service for Errol will be 
held at Invercargill when international 
borders are open to allow the return of 
family members from overseas.

* * * * * *
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All year round steady work available stretching 
between Otago, Southland and Northland. 

Opportunities to up skill, Elite Shearer Training 
Courses on our run as well as wool handling 

courses.
Top pay rates, good accommodation in town, 

quality food 
Cooks positions available. Permanent staff/ locals 

wanted to service our run

M: 027 630 9081
Msg us on Facebook : www.dmshearing.co.nz

Still talking about Covid-19...
By Gabriela Schmidt-Morrell
After receiving Des’ email giving us the heads up on 
articles and photos for the August magazine, I found myself 
contemplating if I could be bothered talking about Covid 
AGAIN… Seems like we had done nothing else for months.

Still, we need to evaluate, re-group, think about how well 
we got through it.  Could we do it all over again???

So far, the shearing industry has been very lucky: Sheep 
still need shorn and crutched, meat continues to be on plates 
all around the world. Wool prices dropped dramatically. but 
seem to be in recovery mode upwards already.

Quite a few of our staff expressed how fortunate they felt 
to be involved in an essential industry and have guaranteed 
and continued employment.

Whilst we all had to take some losses somewhere, we know 
we can recover. Here are a few things the time in lockdown 
highlighted to us as business owners and as a family:
• Difficult times teach us a lot. They give us an opportunity 

to grow, build resilience, and learn about how we react 
in an emergency. 

• Fear and uncertainty breed conflict and make for some 
strong emotions. Keeping a clear head and staying united 
was crucial, as well as being accepting of anyone’s ways 
to handle the situation.

• Some wanted to do the essential work, some decided 
against it. It was each person’s right to choose either way.

• Regular and relevant communication is key. We used 
Facebook live meetings to keep our people informed as 
best we could. It was kind of weird, Dion and I talked 
and talked, and nobody said anything.  Maybe we should 
change to zoom if there ever is a next time.

• Leadership: We were lucky enough to have strong 
people in our crew keeping their feet well on the ground, 
implementing our Covid systems with confidence and 
in a positive way, showing flexibility and adaptability. 
We were very proud of them. Staff members making the 
decision to sit this one out communicated well with us, 
returning to our team once they felt comfortable to do so.

Morrell Shearing’s Northland bubble: Pagan Karauria, Ursin 
Morrell and Foonie Waihape. (Morrell Shearing photo.)

• Savings! Having some money in the bank for exactly that 
rainy day, giving us a feeling of security, thus avoiding 
extra and unnecessary stress.

• Allowing ourselves time to get our head around it: 
Gathering information, connecting with other businesses 
and families, bouncing ideas off each other, helping each 
other out, finding some rest and calm, keeping it light 
amongst it all, and creating a plan easy to follow.  

• Avoid getting sick at all cost! Going to the doctor was 
a rigmarole... Forget Covid, just don’t catch anything 
and stay well.

Still, we would prefer no repeat practice of this!

Dion Morrell Shearing gang in action at Traquair Station 
near Mosgiel, south-west of Dunedin, July 2020. (Brendon 
Potae photo.)
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We require staff for our busy summer mainshear from 
December through ‘til April and for our pre-lamb June 

through ‘til August. Good work ethics and attitude towards 
our clients and fellow staff are essential. 

Travel and meals provided.

All enquiries welcomed to 
office@mcconachieshearing.co.nz

Mike Maguire 0274 336 477 or Jamie 027 336 4007

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association
Member ShearNZ

Work available in the 
Gisborne region for 
quality shearers and 

shedhands

All enquiries welcome

Phone Beau on 
027 842 4172

New Release from Last Side Publishing Ltd
Don’t Forget the Sweat Towel is a collection of New 
Zealand shearing-related stories written over the past 
three decades by Des Williams. All have been published 
previously in Golden Shears or New Zealand Champion-
ships souvenir programmes between 1992 and 2015. They 
also include several ‘longer stories’ published in recent years 
by Shearing magazine.

The book includes chapters on world records: Rick Pivac, 
Chris Brooker and Dion Morrell at Lawrence in 1993; Darin 
Forde’s 720 at Wairaki 1997; Dig Balme, Roger Neil and 
Dean Ball at Te Hape 1999;  Steven Stoney, Rod Sutton and 
Bart Hadfield at Kowhainui 1999;  Nigel Brown and Rod 
Sutton at Rangipo 1999; Rod Sutton at Waihi-Pukawa 2000; 
Sean Edmonds and Justin Bell at Opepe in December 2002, 
and the Harvey brothers, Peter and Shane, with Jimmy Clark 
at Mount Linton, 2006.

There are profiles on Pam Herlihy/Warren, Maurie 
Anderson, Sam Win, Jim Keenan, Peter Lyon, Ray Alabaster, 
Ken Pike, the Nesdale Brothers, Bill Richards, Alan Barker, 
Peter Casserly, Les and Lorrene Te Kanawa, Joe Ferguson, 
Margaret McAuley, Ron Davis, Michelle Harrex and a 
blade-shearer from the 1870s named James Apes. There are 
tribute stories about Rick Pivac, Norm Blackwell and Ivan 
Bowen, and poems about Barry Taylor and Brian Quinn.

General-interest stories include Shearing at the Ranch 
(Potae Shearing); Godfrey Bowen’s record at Opiki 1953; 
Dave and Daphne Cotton and their Tihoi farm drawn ‘out of 
the box’; Beating the world at Edinburgh 2003; [Sir] David 
Fagan’s ‘Farewell Parties’ at Masterton and Te Kuiti in 2015, 
and an essay asking, ‘Are blade shearers really different?’ 

Des Williams is owner/editor of New Zealand Shearing 
magazine and served as Shearing Sports New Zealand’s 
first publicity officer from 1991 to 2007. Don’t Forget the 
Sweat Towel is his fourth book about New Zealand shearing, 
following Last Side to Glory (30th anniversary review of 
the Golden Shears open championship with Margaret Way, 
1991); Gone West for the Shearing (Silver Jubilee history 
of the Western Shears at Raglan) in 1993, and Top Class 
Wool Cutters, published in 1996.

250 pages, 40 stories and 100 illustrations 
for $35.00 (includes postage in New Zealand)

Email shearingmag@xtra.co.nz or 
phone ‘LastSidePub’ on 0274 833 465

Available in Australia from Top Gun Shearing 
Supplies: email topgunwa@iinet.net.au

mailto:office@mcconachieshearing.co.nz
mailto:shearingmag@xtra.co.nz
mailto:topgunwa@iinet.net.au
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Benefits include:
• Support from experienced industry professionals
• Save time by entering tally sheet data only once
• Pay employees and produce payslips
• Invoice clients and track payments against accounts
• Produce PAYE, employee earnings reports and GST on receipts 

reports
• Integrates with MYOB IMS Payroll and Accounting applications

To discuss how we can help, call Liz on:
Mobile 021 749 963 
Phone 07 838 1961
Email liz@payrollplusltd.co.nz

MAHONY SHEARING
NAPIER

TEL 06 835 9571 or 
021 423 886 (Brendan)

Email: b.j.mahony@xtra.co.nz

Permanent positions for quality 
shearers and shedhands

Member of the NZ Shearing 
Contractors’ Association

Letter, and history
Stu Gibson of Waipawa wrote us a 
nice letter after he had read the recent 
publication, Don’t Forget the Sweat 
Towel, by Des Williams. Stu described 
his ‘tenuous connection’ to Gwavas 
Station, which is mentioned in a story 
about the [probably] first shearing 
competition held in New Zealand, at 
Waipukurau in 1868. 

Stu explains: ‘One of the judges at 
Waipukurau that day in 1868 was a 
Mr Tiffen who was, at the time, the 
manager at Gwavas Station owned by 
George Gwavas Carlyon, who is my 
wife’s great, great grandfather. 

‘I thought you might like this photo 
and an article from Papers Past. The 
Carlyon mentioned in the article is 
George’s son, ASG Carlyon.  ‘ASG’ 
was a photographer, so the photo could 
date from 1892?  

‘I also have a tally sheet of the twenty 
stands (undated) which includes the 
shearer Tomoana (stand 16) who is 
mentioned in the article – he certainly 
rang the board! Over 22 days he shore 
2498 sheep and [the next] closest to him 
was 1993, then 1853. 

‘Tutu Waretini had the shed when my 
wife’s father ran the station. I shore for 
12 seasons in Hawke’s Bay but only 
main shears and was certainly never 
good enough for competition shearing! 
Thanks for the great read.
Cheers, Stu Gibson

And thanks for the great story that 
follows, Stu Gibson:

Shearing at Gwavas Station 
with Burgon machines, 1892
On Thursday a representative of the 
[Hawke’s Bay] HERALD accompanied 
one of the staff of Messrs Dalgety and 
Co., the local agents for the Burgon 
and Ball sheep-shearing machine, to 
Gwavas, where the Burgon company has 
just fitted up a complete plant. 

Though the Wolseley machine has 
become so common as to have lost 
its novelty, the Burgon machine has 
not hitherto found patrons among the 
runholders of Hawke’s Bay. Alighting 
from the train at Waipawa, a pleasant 
drive of fourteen or fifteen miles through 
a country looking wonderfully green for 
this time of the year, landed the visitors 
at Gwavas with such an appetite that they 
had to be attended to before anything else. 

After lunch the shearing-shed was 
visited. Outside was the motive power, an 
eight-horse portable engine of Ransome’s 
make. It was not, however, working its 
full power, the 20 machines in the shed 
requiring about six-horse power only. 
Inside the shed was Mr Murray, Burgon 
and Ball’s representative, who was in 
charge of the machine for sharpening 
the cutters and combs. 

This is, in principle, the same as the 
Wolseley, but instead of a revolving iron 
disc faced by emery paper there are two 
discs with planed surfaces, which are 
faced with a patented cement to which 
the emery adheres. One is faced with 
much coarser emery than the other, and 
is used for the combs, the finer one being 
reserved for the cutters. 

Eighteen shearers, all Maoris with 
the exception of one European, were 
busily at work in the shed, and seemed 
quite at home with the machines, though 
only one of them had handled any 
machine before this season. To outward 
appearances the chief difference between 
the Burgon and Wolseley machines is in 
the tubes conveying the power from the 
driving gear to the cutters. 

In the latter there is a flexible tube in 
which works a gut core. In the Burgon 
there is no flexible tube, but instead there 
are two universal joints. The core in 
some of the machines was a steel spiral, 
but the latest received were of solid steel. 
Attached to each tube, near the bottom, is 
a cord which passes through two pulleys 
and carries two balls of lead. This greatly 
assists the shearer by balancing the 
hanging machines, there being always a 
slight pull backwards. 

The cutters to outward appearance are 
the same as in the Wolseley, and so far 
as the principle is concerned they are 
in fact identical. There are, however, 
several differences in the means of 
communicating motion to the cutters. 
In the Wolseley this is accomplished by 
an eccentric pivot working in the centre 
of the tool. 

In the Burgon the eccentric is at 
the back of the centre, where there 
is an ordinary pivot. There is also a 
compensating balance fork for holding 
the cutters, which allows for any slight 
unevenness through irregular grinding, 
though that is almost impossible with 
the attachments to the grinding machine. 

mailto:b.j.mahony@xtra.co.nz
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The natives all expressed their delight 
at the machines, all of them making better 
tallies than by hand after a few days’ work. 
In consequence of broken weather there 
had only been four or five full days, but 
one shearer named Tomoana, yet a youth, 
had increased his tally from 61 on the first 
full day to 150 on the fourth. The highest 
tally, however, was 162 by Hughes, the 
European shearer. 

The best day’s work was 1931 heavy 
crossbreds by eighteen shearers, but on 
other days tallies of 1892 and 1860 were 
recorded. At the beginning the best day’s 
work was 1444 sheep by twenty shearers, 
so that the improvement was very marked. 
Not a single hitch had occurred since 
the starting of the machines, everything 
working with the utmost smoothness, and 
the sheep being beautifully shorn, not a 
cut one being visible.

Going to the homestead a question was 
put as to the financial results of the new 
departure. ‘I am perfectly satisfied with 
the installation,’ replied Mr Carlyon. ‘It 
could not have been more successful. As 
to the results, I am also quite satisfied that 
the machines will pay handsomely. The 
sheep are better shorn, there are fewer 
second cuts, and the first season, at least, 
the clip is much larger. 

‘It is generally agreed that quite half-a-
pound of wool extra is got off each sheep. 
But even supposing only a quarter of a 
pound is gained there is a handsome profit.’ 

‘What about the next clip?’ we asked.
‘Well, time will show that. Some who 

have used the machines for several years 
say that they get more wool every year. 

‘However, supposing that is not so, 
there is the gain every year on the young 
sheep shorn for the first time. If I have 
ten thousand lambs a year I get the extra 
wool on the ten thousand, whether I get it 
on the whole flock or not. That is enough 
to satisfy me.’

Mr Giblin, the manager of Gwavas, 
fully endorsed Mr Carlyon’s favourable 
opinion of the machines and of the 
results obtained. In this they do but echo 
all who have tried shearing by machines 
in Hawke’s Bay. In a few years hand-
shearing will be regarded as quite behind 
the times on any well-managed station. 

The emphatic verdict of those who 
have had them for two or three seasons 
is that they pay, and the shearer earns 
better wages though the work is lighter.
(Hawke’s Bay Herald, 10 December 1892.)
Footnote: Gwavas Station (1000 ha) is 
now owned by Te Awahohonu Forest Trust, 
as a ‘finishing’ property in conjunction 
with nearby Tarawera Station.

Above and Below: Burgon machines at Gwavas Station,  c1892. View from both ends of 
the board. (Stu Gibson photo collection.) At Gwavas Station in 1900, the noted champion 
Raihania Rimitiriu shore his best known tally of 333.

Raihania Rimitiriu. (Photo from Sheep-O! 
by AR Mills, AH & AW Reed, 1960.)
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Top: Shearing gang at Gwavas Station, date uncertain but before the wool room extension was built onto the shed. Late 1890s 
or early 1900s maybe. Above: The Gwavas Station wool clip, pictured outside the Fernhill Hotel. Perhaps the horses are being 
watered before setting out on the long dusty road ahead. (Stu Gibson photo collection.)



Shearing 27

Letter to Government Ministers in 
support of New Zealand Wool Industry

20 July 2020

Good morning Ministers
My name is Laurie Boniface (Senior Tutor in Wool Technology). 
I have been employed in the wool industry all my working life 
(56 years); the last 35 years in a teaching/training role for the 
New Zealand Wool Industry managing the Certificate in Wool 
Technology Programme.

I have always had a deep passion for our industry; having 
seen the highs and lows (more lows of late) in particular the 
strong crossbred wool prices. Over the years we have had 
numerous extensive wool reports that has said a lot, but 
never achieved anything; therefore, it is now time for action. 
If nothing is done to remedy the dire situation the strong 
crossbred wool industry is in – we will not have one!

Below are my personal thoughts and observations:
For many years strong crossbred wool growers have 

received very low prices even though their wool has been 
prepared extremely well by our professional wool handlers – 
so what has gone wrong?

New Zealand has the best quality crossbred wool in 
the world everyone knows this – grown in a clean green 
environment a sustainable fibre that is warm in the winter 
cool in the summer; fire retardant and many more positives.                                                                                                 

The Rt. Hon Winston Peters made a plea several years 
ago that all Government Departments when requiring 
refurbishment should have wool carpets laid – this never 
happened! Why not?

New Zealand homes are generally very cold and often damp 
compared to Northern Hemisphere homes; therefore as a 
concerned group of wool people we want ALL New Builds 
and existing Government-owned State Houses to have wool 
insulation (NOT fibreglass) in walls and ceilings and wool 
carpets (NOT synthetic) installed as a must.

Within the industry there are very large quantities of short; 
poor coloured wool that is ideal for turning into insulation. 
There are wool carpets on the market that are as cheap as any 
synthetic carpet, so let us get behind our strong wool industry; 
no one wants to walk or lay on oil-based floorings. 

Our wool is the best in the world, therefore it should go 
offshore in a semi-processed state (in Top or Bump form); 
overseas mills can purchase and further process from this 
form. This would add considerable value and offer additional 

employment. Why does this not happen as we hold the ace 
card – best wool in the world! and if the world wants it, they 
will buy from us in this form.

I firmly believe it is well overdue that the Prime Minister; 
Minister of Agriculture; Government Ministers and Opposition 
Ministers be made aware of the crisis that the New Zealand 
crossbred wool industry is in and would therefore welcome a 
meeting with Wool Industry Leaders in attendance.

Laurie Boniface  | Senior Tutor – Wool Technology
Southern Institute of Technology (SIT)
Email: laurie.boniface@sit.ac.nz  

Now what do we do with it? John Hodder seems to be asking 
after a Golden Shears event. Laurie Boniface is urging 
Government Ministers to get creative with wool. (LSP photo.) 

Above: Names on the wall at Sir Michael Fay’s Great Mercury 
Island shearing shed. Inclusion of fishermen among the chosen 
crew would seem to be compulsory! (LSP photo.)

If you want to settle down with good conditions and 
steady work, shearing or woolhandling, you could 
find a place in the Paewai Mullins team.  We work 
for some great people and we have some great people 
working for us.  There is always room for one more.

Phone: 06 374 4062 / Aria: 022 374 4062 
PO Box 129, Dannevirke 4942.

Email: office@paewaimullins.co.nz
Website: www.paewaimullins.co.nz

mailto:laurie.boniface@sit.ac.nz
mailto:office@shearingnz.co.nz
shearingnz.co.nz
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By Jack Fagan
Where does the desire come from for people to follow and 
compete in sports? The ancient Olympics were started in 
776BC and, to this day, people are still hooked on pushing 
themselves to win and become the champion on top.

Through the current world crisis of Covid-19, much of the 
world has been left with no sport to broadcast. People’s thirst to 
become emotionally involved and watch a game, a competition, 
the rivalry unfold is growing stronger, day by day.

Just imagine for a second, never seeing the All Blacks play 
another test match. Who would our children and the people of 
New Zealand look up to as role models and heroes? 

Post Level Four lockdown, when everything came back 
to what will be our “new normal”, I think or maybe rather I 
know, that we will see some of the greatest sporting moments 
in recent history. From my experience, there is nothing like 
a break or setback to give you that hunger, that drive and 
determination to push yourself further beyond your limits, 
further than you ever thought possible.

During our recent lockdown, we saw just how very lucky 
we are in this day and age to have instant entertainment at our 
fingertips and to keep in touch with our loved ones.  However, I 
believe even though we have all this technology, we are losing 
the ability to communicate accurately. A text simply isn’t 
enough.  There is nothing more uplifting than being able to 
talk to someone face to face, to sense them near you, to gauge 
their body language and feel their emotion. 

I like to think back to my grandparent’s times when, if you 
wanted to talk to someone or meet someone new, you would 
have to put yourself out there, attend a social event or even 
ride a horse into town.

I believe that people have become complacent with one 
another. It’s too easy to hide behind our phones and receive a 
daily hit of dopamine through social media.

If we want real connections with people, we need to put 
ourselves out there, outside of our comfort zone and go out of 
our way to do something nice or kind-hearted. There is nothing 
more valiant than someone who is willing to make that sort of 
effort just to talk to you. 

Just a few months ago, economies were booming, world 
trade was at its peak and global destruction was blamed on one 
sole factor – farming. But now, more than 2.5 billion people 
worldwide are currently in varying states of lockdown. There’s 
minimal cars on the roads and planes in the air, the skies above 
cities are bluer than ever, pollution is at some of its lowest levels 
ever seen, rivers are becoming clearer, nature is returning to 
places it once roamed freely. And yet, the agricultural sector 
of our great nation is still working around the clock to put food 
on the tables of Kiwis, and the rest of the world. 

It’s always the minority who get media attention for all the 
wrong reasons. People thrive on drama and enjoy expressing 
their opinions on events, industries and sectors they know 
nothing about.

I think a fair statement to say is that no business or person on 
this earth is perfect. But I can say with confidence that more 
than 99% of farmers in New Zealand have the best intentions 
at heart, working for a better future for their children and the 
rest of the country. Waterways are being fenced, trees are 
getting planted and animal welfare is number one priority on 
any farm throughout the country.

Ask any farmer why they love their job. It’s because they get 
to work with animals or plants or crops and seeds every day, 
feel the fresh air daily and they’re not confined to an office 
– their office may be the seat of a tractor. Every day is a new 
challenge, but what they love the most, is going to bed each 
night knowing they’ve contributed to both the health of their 
animals and a basic necessity that people need most – food.

Farmers have become the easy choice to be blamed it seems 
for the planet’s problems, all because people are unwilling to 
take a look at their own lifestyle choices and make sacrifices 
of their own. Farmers go through immense change every year 
– droughts, storms, world markets crashing and climbing. They 
work long days, in physically and emotionally demanding 
extremely unpredictable situations. That’s what makes them 
some of the most resilient and adaptable people we have. 

In a nation that was literally built from the sheep’s back, 
now is the time to show gratitude and empathy for the rural 
people of New Zealand. We must unite as a nation to enrich 
our lives and change the environment around us.

Let’s acknowledge, indeed celebrate the ‘Olympian’  
achievements of our New Zealand farming and rural 
communities!  

* * * * * * 

Woolly words –Muttonbird: The sooty shearwater, known to 
Maori as titi. An officer of the Royal Marines allegedly once 
referred to petrels on Norfolk Island as ‘flying sheep’, and so 
they became known as muttonbirds. 
(Richard Wolfe, A Short History of Sheep in New Zealand.)

In defence of farming champions

Merinos at Duncan’s property, near Tangiwai, 1989. Not a 
bad view of farming from ‘the office’. (LSP photo.)



Shearing 30

We have vacancies for professional 
shearers, shedhands and pressers to 
staff our Ashburton-based shearing run. 
We offer excellent accommodation, 
top pay rates and steady, year-round 
work with busy main-shear and pre-
lamb runs.

Phone: Office 03 302 7541; 
Grant Smith 0272 413  010 

Phone: 027 862 3424

We’re looking for friendly & 
reliable people who like to take 

pride in their work. 

Our busiest times are main 
shear (late Nov to early Feb) and 
second shear (late April to early 
July), but we love to hear from 

keen people at any time.

We have positions for shearers, 
woolhandlers and woolpressers. 

Top pay rates, transport and 
food supplied. Accommodation 

available.
Call or text to book in and 

“Get Shearin’ with Kieran!” 

After ending his career as a shearing 
contractor in 1994, Elbert de Koning 
soon established a firewood business 
and became known around Queenstown 
as “the firewood man”. He retired from 
that second career in 2017, having 
already spent some 35 years in the 
shearing industry.

Elbert and his wife Margaret started 
with a one-gang operation in 1961, 
based at Orawia (western Southland). 
From there his business grew to be 
the largest in Southland and, with later 
bases established at Ohai, Otautau, 
Riversdale and Lawrence, developed 
into one of the largest shearing contract 
businesses in Australasia.

As one of the instigators of the 
New Zealand Shearing Contractors’ 
Association, Elbert and Margaret 
were accorded Life Membership of 
the Association in 1994, receiving the 
honour that year at the NZSCA annual 
meeting at Palmerston North.

Special guests at the AGM for the 
occasion, they were honoured for their 
contribution to the shearing industry 
and the association over three decades.

Elbert briefly summarised his career 
when acknowledging the honour.

‘I started out on open run shearing 
contracts,’ Mr de Koning told the 
meeting. ‘Contract shearing was 
unknown then in the south, but when 
I approached all my clients, 80 percent 
said they would like their sheep 
shorn on contract. Sheep numbers 
were increasing astronomically back 
then because of the suspensory land 
development loans available to farmers 
from the Government.’

Then aged 58, Elbert had played 
a major role in setting up the New 
Zealand Contractors’ Association, 
starting with the establishment of 
regional committees throughout New 

Elbert de Koning: Contracting pioneer

Elbert de Koning 1936-2020. (LSP photo.)

Zealand in the early 1970s.
‘Contract shearing was a very 

competitive business and it still is, 
but my concern back then was to try 
and improve things for all us,’ he said. 
‘There will always be enough room 
in the industry for reputable and good 
contractors.’

In accepting life membership, Mr de 
Koning said the contractors’ association 
had helped build a stronger industry 
and people with the business acumen, 
intelligence and leadership ability to 
do a good job for New Zealand’s wool 
industry.

Elbert and Margaret initially retired 
to Invercargill, retaining interests in the 
shearing industry, and later moved to 
Queenstown. The Ohai-based run was 
taken over by Jim Malcolm.

Elbert died at his Queenstown home 
on 13 July 2010, surrounded by family. 
He was 84-years-of-age, cherished 
husband of Margaret and treasured 
father and father-in-law of Diana, 
Susan and David Barton, Karl and 
Keli (Hobart), and grandchildren 
Caitlin, Benjamin, Hannah, William 
and Daniel.

Many were the tributes posted on 
Facebook from staff who had worked 
for the de Koning gangs over many 
years. And Daryn Murray recalled a 
little story that has to be recorded here:

“Elbert and Margaret went to town 
[Invercargill] together on a rare occasion. 
Elbert was back at the hostel and the 
phone rang. He answered it to find 
Margaret on the other end of the line.

 ‘Did you remember to get everything 
you were supposed to in town, Elbert?’

‘Yes Margaret,  I did,’ he replied.
Except he had somehow managed to 

leave Margaret behind in the city!’
Who could possibly imagine the 

pressure busy contractors must 
sometimes find themselves under!

Although de Koning in Southland and 
George Potae in Otago were establishing 
themselves at the same time (early 
1960s), Bill Potae says they never over-
lapped business-wise, and had no rivalry.

‘What I’ll always remember about 
Elbert is how staunch he was when we 
[the Association] was negotiating with 
cockies for wage increases. He was a real 
hard bugger when it came to bargaining. 
A good man to have on your side!’ 
(Des Williams)
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Experienced staff required for our busy King Country and 
Waikato-based Mainshear, November-February. Excellent 
conditions, meals and transport provided.

Phone Troy Simmons, 021 175 9162 or  07 873 8624
email: otorohangashearing@hotmail.co.nz

By Manu Te Whata and Katherine Hu
Tēnā koutou katoa. Shearers have not always done well 
when dealing with government systems. Māori shearers, and 
particularly wāhine Māori have often done worse still. Two 
new Treaty claims are bringing these problems to two new 
Waitangi Tribunal inquiries to investigate – one for Māori 
shearers’ health issues, and one for the treatment of wāhine 
Māori in the shearing industry. In this claim, ‘shearers’ 
includes wool classers, shed hands, pressers, pen staff, cooks 
and assistants within the industry.

Some Issues
Manu Te Whata and Taura Te Whata have jointly put in a claim 
that asks the Tribunal to look at issues such as: the impact of 
the shearing lifestyle on Māori economic, social and cultural 
wellbeing:
•  Whether Māori shearers are subject to unjust and unsafe 
work conditions;
•  Whether Māori shearers enjoy a healthy, hygienic and safe 
working environment;
•  Whether legislation adequately protects Māori shearers from 
industry-related illness and fatigue;
•  Whether workplace compliance with existing legislation is 
properly monitored and non-compliance is adequately dealt with;
•  Whether Māori shearers and especially Māori women have 
proper Crown assistance to ensure they have adequate access to 
services and support in health, education and employment; and
•  Whether the Tiriti relationship between Māori shearers 
and the Crown has been upheld and protected through all the 
health, education and employment services to meet the needs 
of Māori shearers.

Two Tribunal Inquiries
In the Mana Wāhine inquiry, the claim focuses on these issues 
as they relate to Māori women in the shearing industry. In the 
Health inquiry, the health issues will be investigated for all 
Māori participating in the shearing industry.

The Mana Wāhine claim alleges that the Crown has failed 
to meet its obligations to Māori women, especially with regard 

to keeping them safe, and that what it has done, or failed to do, 
breaches the principles of Te Tiriti. It has had and continues 
to have harmful impacts on them. The Mana Wāhine Inquiry 
is focused on issues for wāhine Maori alone, issues for tane 
Maori will be looked at in another future inquiry.

The Health claim will extend these issues, and the Crown’s 
failure to provide for and protect both wāhine and tane Māori 
in the shearing industry. The Health Inquiry is dealing only 
with health issues for Maori. Other social issues, such as 
employment problems, will be coming up in future kaupapa 
inquiries too and, if necessary, this claim could be amended 
to include them.

Treaty/Tiriti claims can only be filed by Māori and against 
the Crown for its laws and policies and the actions or failures 
of its agencies. The Claimants recognise that many of the issues 
they are raising will also apply to non-Māori shearers but this 
is a process that applies only to those with Māori whakapapa.

Of course, if issues emerge during these claims that apply to 
all shearers then others could put them before the appropriate 
authorities. Non-Māori witnesses could also present before the 
Tribunal, if appropriate and relevant to these claims.

Your Participation
The Claimants are therefore inviting any readers who are 
interested in contributing to or supporting either of these 
claims. This could be:
•  as a witness actually presenting evidence before the Waitangi 
Tribunal, 
•  as a source of information that others could then present 
(e.g. do you have stories, pictures, documents?), 
•  pointing us towards someone else to who might be able to 
help, or 
•  some other form of support. 
We can work with you to focus on what is relevant and how 
to present the information. Please contact Manu Te Whata 
mash1@xtra.co.nz or 
Katherine Hu at katherine.hu@mhlaw.co.nz

Thanks for your interest and help. Please take this 
opportunity to share with others. Nga mihinui ki a koutou.

Treaty Claims for Māori in the Shearing Industry

Above: Good work by Nick Greaves of England, 763 
strongwool lambs at Tarawera (Napier-Taupo Thermal 
Explorer Highway) on 6 January 2020 while working for 
Brendan Mahony.  (Mahony Shearing photo.)

mailto:otorohangashearing@hotmail.co.nz
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It’s been a tough year for wool, but 
finally there’s good news – the creation 
of a new pilot training programme and 
up to 150 jobs in shearing. 

The new initiative was announced 
in Invercargill last month by Hon. 
Shane Jones, Minister for Regional 
Economic Development, as part of the 
Government’s $82 million Provincial 
Growth Fund. The Fund is designed to 
create jobs and support employers in 
regional New Zealand. 

$1.86 million over two years has been 
committed to develop and deliver a 
sustainable, integrated training model for 

the shearing and wool handling industry.
The programme will use micro 

credentialling, ‘earn-as-you-learn’ on 
job training, and upskilling for up to 150 
new shearers and 120 existing shearers. 

I t  wil l  target  school leavers, 
unemployed and underemployed people, 
career changers and those in the industry 
who would like to learn new skills. 

The new training arm, Kaiaka Wool 
Industry Training NZ, will initially 
include two pilot schemes in the 
Tairāwhiti/Hawke’s Bay and Otago/
Southland areas, where it will also 
establish centres of excellence for 

$1.86m training boost for shearing industry

New Zealand Shearing Contractors’ Association chief executive Phil Holden (left) 
and executive member Jamie McConachie (right) at the Invercargill launch with 
Hon Shane Jones, Minister for Regional Economic Development. (NZSCA photo.)

expert training in shearing and wool 
handling. The NZ Shearing Contractors’ 
Association’s (NZSCA) existing online 
injury prevention initiative Tahi Ngātahi 
will be part of the new integrated training 
package. 

“The industry has identified a need 
for more hands-on training to go with 
the paper-based qualifications currently 
used in the industry. This project is the 
first step towards meeting that need,” 
Shane Jones said.

“We want to support people to learn 
the skills needed for local jobs while also 
helping employers meet their growing 
labour force needs.”

NZSCA chief executive Phil Holden 
says: “This is great news for the wool 
harvesting industry. We know there’s 
a shortage of shearers and the borders 
are closed because of the Covid-19 
pandemic. We plan to be up and running 
by main shear time, so we not only have 
new trainees coming on, but we’re also 
upskilling our current workers too so 
they can step up.”

“The government and the industry 
both want to revitalise the wool sector 
by building value and marketing wool’s 
sustainable, natural qualities over 
synthetic alternatives. Shearing skills 
and qualifications are an essential part 
of delivering a quality, value-add product 
for farmers.” (Supplied)

Definitely Not PC
Perhaps it’s appropriate this piece fits on the same page as 
a photo of New Zealand First MP, Hon Shane Jones. For 
apparently the term ‘political correctness’ has been around 
since 1793, but only since the 1980s and 1990s has this 
‘concept’ (I almost said ‘scourge upon society’, but stopped 
myself just in time) become widely recognised and mandated. 

But don’t you wish this was true – there’s an internet item 
purported to be a telegram exchange between United States 
President Harry S. Truman in Washington DC and General 
Douglas MacArthur in Tokyo, when the latter was about 
to accept Japan’s surrender in World War II. The President 
warned the General to be careful with his comments to the 
news media because he tended to be sometimes ‘fundamentally 
not politically correct’.

Bewildered by the term, MacArthur sought clarification 
of its meaning. To which the President replied, ‘Political 
Correctness is a doctrine, recently fostered by a delusional, 
illogical minority and promoted by a sick mainstream media, 
which holds forth the proposition that it is entirely possible to 
pick up a piece of shit by the clean end!’

So, a hoax, probably, because modern analysts suggest 
(among other things) that Truman would not have used the 
term ‘mainstream media’ in 1945 since the news media then 
comprised mainly radio and newspapers, with other sources 
not prominent enough to warrent ‘mainstreaming’.

But, for what it’s worth, I’m with you, President Truman! 
And I suspect Hon Shane Jones would be, too.

Steven Cooper, Golden Shears junior champion 1976, keeping 
everything politically and technically correct for judge Neil 
Fagan, Golden Shears 2020. (LSP photo.)
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GRANT MURDOCH 
SHEARING

Kurow 
(Member NZSCA)

Positions available for reliable, 
experienced finewool shearers and 

shedhands for pre-lamb. Mid-July to 
end of October.

 
Great working environment, 

accommodation available, top pay 
rates, meals and transport provided.

For all enquiries call Grant 
on 0274 307 678 

or office 03 4360436

There’s far too many of these on country 
roads between shearing shed and home. 
Make sure they don’t have to put your 
name on one of them. (LSP photo.)

DRUNK DRIVER

By Sue Wards 
A life in shearing sheds has left Marty Cornish with a gravelly 
voice, a colourful turn of phrase, a stock of tall tales, and a 
deep cough, but the semi-retired Lake Hawea shearer has no 
regrets about his choice of career.

Marty loves the business, and despite being retired still has 
300 sheep and works the local lifestyle blocks with his mate 
Ken McLeod.

Marty can pick up a merino jumper and tell you straight off 
how many microns the fibre is. He has a passion for fine wool. 
‘It’s the combination of the softness and of the fibre. You get 
a merino and you’re clipping that beautiful white wool off the 
sheep and it opens up like a flower. It’s the best natural fibre 
in the world.’

Marty grew up in Glenorchy to farming parents. (He 
was in Glenorchy last weekend in time to have a last look 
at his grandparents’ house in the Rees Valley before it was 
demolished.) After his father died in a logging accident when 
Marty was five, the family moved to Dunedin.

Marty said he’s not a town person. ‘As soon as I did three 
years high school I was gone. I haven’t been back.’

He joined the three-year farm cadet scheme in 1967 with a 
$200 scholarship from the Otago Savings Bank. The course, 
which included a year at Telford, was his introduction to 
shearing, and after a year of farm work in Central Otago, he 
joined a shearing gang, starting with rousing and pressing.

‘I loved it. I shore 300 before I was 21. I loved the lifestyle, 
constantly being on the move and meeting people.’ 

It wasn’t unusual for the shearers to work 50 days in a row. 
‘You just kept on going until it rained. That’s why it’s called 
“party drops”.’

Marty had a strict but respected boss, Freddy Peyton. When 
he turned 21 (on a Saturday), his boss said: ‘If you’re not here 
in the morning you won’t have a job.

‘I was too scared not to turn up!’
Back in the 70s shearers had a bad rap, Marty said, but he 

didn’t let the lifestyle affect his goals: ‘I had targets: X amount 
of sheep and X amount of dollars in the bank. We respected our 

jobs. The money was good. $1.10 an hour rousing or pressing 
– I thought I was made.’ He bought a brand new Mini after his 
first year of shearing, for $2367.

By the age of 29 Marty had a wife, three children and a small 
farm (135 acres at Knapdale). ‘I had to shear harder then.’

Then Australia beckoned. He has some cracking stories to 
tell about his experiences within the ‘wide comb dispute’ which 
tore the Australian shearing industry apart in the early 1980s. 

Australian shearers used narrower combs 
than their Kiwi counterparts, meaning 
shearing took longer (keeping prices 
up). Their stronger unions also stopped 
them working weekends. When Marty 
went to Australia in 1975 it was ‘man’s 
last frontier’. He considered Aussie 
shearers were holding farmers to ransom. 
‘They were saying the wide gear would 
blow your wrist up and things like that 
– pathetic talk.’

He went back to Australia in 1985, the 
year wide combs became legal. There 
was still a lot of tension around, and the 
Aussie shearers didn’t like Kiwi shearers, 
he said.

He recalls shearing for a station in New 
South Wales. ‘I said to the other Kiwi 
shearers, do a good job boys and just take 
it easy.’ At the end of a two-hour run, he 
counted out the sheep with Bruce, the 

Tribute: Marty Cornish – Shear Guts

Marty Cornish, shearer-turned fine wool breeder. (Wanaka 
App photo.)
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station owner. With the introduction of the wide tooth comb, 
Marty told Bruce he should be pleasantly surprised with the 
numbers of sheep shorn in the timeframe and the quality of 
the job.

‘There was tension and nervousness with all the propaganda 
but Bruce’s fears were unfounded and he said, “You’ve got a 
free hand – away you go boys”. The Kiwi boys were nearly 
doubling shearing numbers by using the wide tooth comb. It 
took eight days what had taken five weeks the previous year, 
owing to Australians stopping when it looked like a rain cloud, 
or if a woman came into the shed, including the farmer’s wife. 
We saved Bruce and his good lady $1.08 cents a sheep. That 
was a lot of money then.’

He recalls another occasion when he was the only Kiwi in 
a gang, using a pulled comb (standard New Zealand issue). 
‘They looked at the tally book, looked at my gear, and they 
stormed down the board. “Did you bend this comb Kiwi?” I 
said, ‘No, you can buy them like that at home.’

Marty apologised and put his comb away. But when he 
dragged out the next sheep he saw his fleeces still on the board, 
looked over and saw the shearers and rousies leaning on the 
board watching him. ‘I was really backed into the corner. 
I thought, “this is just lovely”.’ He knew the Aussie boys 
wouldn’t have seen the impressive Kiwi trick of winding up 
their handpiece and letting it swing in a big arc before catching 
it. ‘I was hoping I wouldn’t make a fool of myself. But I caught 
it. Then I walked up to this little stirring Victorian guy with my 
handpiece in my hand and said, “If this is shearing Australian 
style you can stick it.”’

It was a victory. ‘None of them could look at me. I was out 
of there like the bald man.’

Marty went to England for the first time in 1990. Timeframes 
weren’t important to the English farmers, he said. ‘It was like 
that scene in Easy Rider where they throw their watches away.’ 
The first day he went to three jobs in order to shear 70 sheep. 
He enjoyed the experience but didn’t go back for 16 years.

Marty first visited the USA in 1989. He spent the best part 
of 10 years touring the Northwest, three months at a time –
Oregon, Idaho, Northern California, Nevada, Utah. ‘For every 
sheep we shore we’d drive a mile,’ he said. 

The temperatures were also a shock. ‘I remember one winter 
we were shearing sheep with ice dags half the size of your fist 
on their bellies, it was so cold.’

He loves the country, and went back last year for his former 
contractor’s 80th [birthday], and again this year to Alaska. ‘It 
really is the last frontier.’

Kiwi shearers have always been in demand overseas, Marty 
said. ‘They’re the best in the world. It comes from the days 
when New Zealand was shearing more than 100 million sheep 
a year: You had to go fast.’

In his 19 years of shearing overseas Marty has only spent 
four nights in a city (three in London and one in Los Angeles) 
– but he has shorn on five different military bombing ranges 
in the USA, in the desert country.

He gave up full-time professional shearing in 1994, but 
was still shearing 10,000 sheep a year, including 5000 on his 
leased property near Bendigo Station, where he and his wife 
channelled their energy into fine wool. In 1997 they broke 
the New Zealand fine wool record with a 14.2 micron fleece.

As an ex-shearer turned fine wool breeder he was an oddity. 
Marty remembers going to a party with sheep farmers: the 
snide comments made to him, like ‘starvation’s finest fluke’, 
still rankle. In 1999, when wool prices went crazy, Marty 

produced a bale of 13.9 micron. ‘We got $362 a kilo for that 
one. So much for the fluke.’

It’s all in the bloodlines, Marty said. He got all his sheep 
from Russell Emerson’s Forest Range Station. ‘I’ve shorn a lot 
of sheep and I’ve shorn around the world but there’s no sheep 
like the Forest Range bloodlines.’

Marty’s pace has slowed since he was diagnosed with 
emphysema about five years ago. He has never smoked, but 
thinks the cempie wool fibre off the back hocks and top knots of 
crossbred sheep, when cut off with the handpiece and inhaled, 
is responsible for his lung disease. ‘I’m as good as a man short.’

Despite that, he doesn’t want to sit at home. ‘I’m meeting 
interesting people with the lifestyle shearing trailer. It just 
keeps me involved in the industry. I’ve got to do something.’

I have had a very fortunate life really, and if I pass away 
tomorrow it’s without any regrets,’ Marty said. ‘I’ll be here 
for a day or two yet I hope.

(This story was originally published in the Wanaka App on 2 
July 2018. Reproduced here with permission. Marty Cornish 
died at Clyde Hospital on 26 June 2020.)

Marty Cornish among the fine microns. (Wanaka App photo.)

This trio has also seen a few fine microns during careers 
working with wool: Raelene McConachie, Marg Forde and 
Michelle Harrex at the Peter Lyon Shearing reunion last year. 
(Robyne Murray photo.)
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Kirkpatrick Shearing
Hawkes Bay

We’re looking for reliable 
shearers, woolhandlers and 
pressers for main shear mid-
November to 1st February. 

Also winter shear, mid-May to 
mid-July.

Training will be available

Contact John Kirkpatrick or 
Raylene Kirkpatrick on 

021 887 843

Tribute: Tui Samuel Hokianga 
(Boss Man, aka Boof / Meatz 17 August 1971-19 May 2020)

How to describe in one word Tui Samuel Hokianga, my father, would be difficult. 
If you knew Dad then you would know.

Dad spent his life growing up in the shearing sheds, as his grandfather established 
our family business at Porangahau. When my grandfather, Leslie Hokianga had 
taken over the family business he extended business into Hastings and right 
through to Wairoa.

My father started contracting in 2008/2009, but was also facing a lot of heart 
problems that had cut short his shearing career when he was 27 years young with 
his first pace maker. His specialist told him he was never to shear again, as the 
stress on his heart could cause him a major heart attack and be taken out any day. 

So instead, Dad taught many young men the ropes of the shearing industry, 
shearing mainly. If you wanted a job he would give you one, if you had no where 
to stay he would give you a room, if you had no vehicle he would give you the 
shearing van. That was just the kind of person he was, he thrived from helping 
people and loved the shearing industry. He did our run right until the day he passed, 
and he talked about shearing right to the end. 

Dad’s legacy lives on in his wife, six children and 13 Mokopuna. I’m the eldest 
daughter, I have been running our family business for the last three years as Dad 
knew his heart problems were weighing him down. Dad taught me a lot about 
business and people skills. I love the shearing lifestyle and working with our 
whanau and meeting a lot of new people.

Gone but never forgotten, forever within us. Rest in eternal love, Tui Samuel 
Hokianga. (Story and photo from Amiria Hokianga Franklin.) 

Palmer Bros Shearing
Southland

We’re looking for keen and 
reliable people for our busy 

Main Shear, Dec-April: 
Shearers, Shedhands, 

Pressers
Top pay rates, transport 

and food supplied.

Phone Corey on
0273 265 542

Are you a good Bugger? Want 
to work with great people? In 
a team with a great culture?

Drug Testing, Employment 
Agreements, Excellent 

Accommodation, Great rates!

Employing Staff for 
Mainshear now!

Phone Shane
03 322 8462 or 027 222 0770

Taking Photos on Smart Phones
In this day and age when everybody 
carries at least one smart phone, there 
really is no excuse for your gang to not 
have its photo in Shearing magazine!

But, no matter how ‘smart’ your part-
icular model of phone might be, there are 
still basic rules you must follow in order 
to capture a nice, clear image. Without 
‘picking on’ the photographer who 
produced the image opposite, it is not as 
crisp and sharp an image as it might be. 
The reason for that is unclear but could 
be from the back-lighting (windows 
etc., behind the group), or maybe a low 
resolution setting on the camera. Some 
suggestions:
• Crank the resolution setting up as 

high as possible (5-6 megapixels)
• Get the group to assemble in an area 

with even light. (No windows at 
back, no skylights in roof.)

• Get the group to form as tightly as 
possible. (After social distancing!)

• Make sure all faces are visible (if 
someone can’t see the camera, 
chances are their face won’t be 
visible in the photo.)

• Take at least eight or ten photos of a 
large group. Only one will there be 
with all eyes open!

• Get in close with your camera (fill 
the frame)

• Email your great photo to the Mag!
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Ray Te Whata Owner 027 948 4512
Vanessa Te Whata Manager 027 435 1595 | 03 248 6122

Mossburn, Southland

We also have a 10-stand portable 
crutching trailer available

09
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Vacancies available for clean reliable shearers and 
shedhands from January through to end of March.
We have a great working environment with meals, 
accommodation and transport provided.

Media Release 18 November 2019
As the South Australian sun came up on a quiet Kingston SE 
morning, self proclaimed ‘Deadly’ shearer Troy Christie was 
in preparation for a day no one would ever remember, That 
elusive 300 on merino ewes.

It’s 7:30am and, arriving with three boxes pre-ordered, he’s 
into it. Rhythm was good and blows were flowing and with 
40 out on the hour things were looking good. But with a mob 
change and three ‘bombs’ up his sleeve, the tide started to 
change. Ending the run on 78, he still had a couple spares!

As lunchtime arrived and with 75 on the counter he was still 
up, but sharing a pen with record hopeful Natalya Rangiawha 
who was pen-picking the hell out of the pen. This started to 
take its toll on the 32-year-old from Alexandra as he ended the 
third on 72 and, with no pressure whatsoever from one-sheep 
specialist Jimmy Samuels, Troy was on his own!

But as the final run started Troy relied on his 13 years of 
shearing and  one year of experience to get him over the line.

Disappearing the whole smoko and coming back fully 
charged, he dives into the final run. By throwing everything 
at it, including the kitchen sink and a small amount of heart 
finally crossed the line at 5:27pm. 302!
(Special eye-witness account and photo from Jimmy Samuels!)

A genuine 302 on merinos by Troy Christie. (We think!)
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A Most Charming Letter
We have mentioned on occasions in the 
past that we do not receive too many 
‘Letters to the Editor’. The reasons for 
that could be several – readers agree 
with everything we print (yeah nah!); 
you have to be in the right time and place 
to ‘put pen to paper’ (quite likely); you 
tell yourself you’ll do it tomorrow ... and 
tomorrow never comes.

How pleasant it was then, last month, 
to receive a charming note from a long-
time Mag reader, handwriting shaky 
enough to suggest he’s been around 
awhile. So, we rang the writer, Ivan 
Schultz of Taranaki, and had a little chat.

Ivan is nudging 90, he reveals, and 
farmed at Hurleyville in partnership 
with his brother Ron for 55 years on a 
farm that had been in the family for 118 
years. He and Ron bought the place from 
their parents in 1963. 

Ivan and Ron had shorn sheep together 
around the Patea district for about 
30 years, as a means of boosting the 
on-farm income. For about 15 years 
they were joined by Andy Aitken and 
Ray Peters, shearing just about full 
time. There were more sheep in South 
Taranaki back then, with the others 
doing around 20,000 a year and Ivan 
himself doing about 10,000.

‘We all learned to shear before the 
Bowen era so our style and technique 
might not have been up to their standard, 
but Ron was capable of doing 300 a day 

Ivan Schultz, 57 years on the farm. 
(Taranaki Daily News/Stuff photo.)
and I could do my 200 okay.”

Ivan thinks he may have been among 
the first to pioneer the farming of bulls, 
which they got into in the late 1960s. 
That proved lucrative enough to help 
them get the farm paid off sooner than 
they might otherwise have done. 

“I remember when we started out 
farming our accountant told us we 
wouldn’t last, but I’m still here after 57 
years and the farm has just been sold.”

Ron was tragically killed in a car accident 
close to his home in September 2018.

Ivan also has an interest in old wool 
presses, but finds they are harder to 
find now since they became popular as 
bar leaners. He recalled a bloke back in 
the 1940s had ‘rigged up’ a motor to a 

press – ‘It was a bit cumbersome, but it 
seemed to work okay.’

Ivan expressed sadness at the news 
Shearing magazine will no longer 
appear in print format. He says he 
wouldn’t even know how to turn on a 
computer, let alone open an attachment 
to an email. ‘But my grand-daughter 
will know, I will get her to send details 
to the magazine and we might be able to 
access it that way.

‘I used to collect up half a dozen copies 
from the local merchandise store and 
would distribute them to my neighbour 
(a dairy farmer!) and other friends. It’s 
sad that I won’t be able to do that any 
more.’ [We share your sadness, Ivan!]

Ivan would like to find an old press to 
donate to the local museum. If anyone 
knows the whereabouts of a press not 
wanted for bar-leaning purposes, he 
would be pleased to hear about it.

(Email shearingmag@xtra.co.nz
 for Ivan’s contact details.)

Cliff Metheral, Canada: “As I was sharpening my gear the other day I noticed a lady taking photos of my wife’s flowers in the 
yard. After talking with her I said I better get my sharpening done. She said can I watch and take some pics of that too? Well 
sure I said, I don’t care. But I thought they were great so I’m sharing them with you.” So do we, Cliff! (Barbara Lloyd photos.)

mailto:shearingmag@xtra.co.nz
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Build RESILIENCE & STAMINA 
with STEM CELL NUTRITION
Adult stem cells repair vital parts 
of your body: heart, lungs, brain, 

kidney, liver, pancreas, cartilage ...

BUT, stem cell release declines as your 
body ages, resulting in: aches, pains, 

fatigue, poor immunity, disease ...

STEM CELL NUTRITION releases daily 
an extra 4-10 million stem cells into 
your body, improving: energy levels, 

muscle recovery, sleep, stamina, 
concentration, organ function …

STEM CELL NUTRITION – helping 
shearers and shed staff stay the 

distance. Clinically proven, plant-
based supplements

HOW CAN YOU GET 
STEM CELL NUTRITION?

Call me and let my experience 
and knowledge work for you. 

Julie Harris – 027 6182292
Courier delivery NZ-wide

As a primary school teacher and 
mother of two teenagers, with no direct 
connections to the New Zealand shearing 
industry, you might be wondering how 
I’ve ended up in the Shearing magazine? 
Well, it goes like this. 

I live in Masterton, home of the 
Golden Shears, and while enjoying the 
Friday evening programme there in 
March this year, I realised that shearers 
would benefit from a unique range of 
supplements that I use and share. This 
is how I discovered it.

My own health issues brought me to 
this range of supplements when I was 
experiencing hip pain that resulted in a 
total hip replacement three years ago. 
I used these products to address pain, 
inflammation, stress, recovery from 
the operation and facilitate general 
accelerated repair in my body through 
increasing stem cell release rates. 

These  c l in ica l ly  proven and 
plant-based products address three 
cornerstones of good health: stem cell 
release, inflammation and circulation. 
Once I saw what these products did 
for me, I continued taking them and 
developed a business around it. 

This has enabled me to move from 
full-time teaching to relief teaching only, 
vastly improving my work/life balance.

It’s clear that shearing is hugely 
physically demanding and takes a toll on 
shearers. I am in awe of what you guys 
do, my back wants to ache just looking 
at you shear for one evening, let alone 
hours and days on end. 

It’s also clear that as shearing gains 
more prestige and recognition, increased 
value is being placed on health and 
wellness.  A healthier shearing gang 
will have less sickness and absenteeism, 
something all employers are looking for. 
Athletes taking this supplement report 
better muscle recovery, less fatigue and 
more stamina. 

The best thing about these supplements 
is that you can take two capsules once a 
day, or more if you wish, and give your 
body the ability to repair itself better, 
with tools it already has on board. You 
don’t have to do anything else, your body 
will do the rest and this leaves you to 
carry on doing your job, with less pain 
and fatigue. Try it for the next 12 months 
and see what a difference it makes to you. 
(Story and photo, Julie Harris)

Julie Harris, stem cell nutrition advocate

Stem Cell Nutrition

Te Anau Shearing 
Ltd

We have jobs available June 
- August and Dec - April for 

people who are reliable, have 
good work ethics and positive 

attitudes.

Meals, accommodation and 
travel provided

Phone Andrew on 
027 434 8108 or 03 249 7035

BARROWCLIFFE 
SHEARING

Fancy work in the King Country, 
Nov-Feb and May-July periods? 
Have you got:
• Good work ethic?
• Positive attitude?
• Respect for fellow employees 

and clients?
• Ability to have fun?

Training available.
Call Mark on 0275 544 433

Member NZSCA and ShearNZ

Shut the Gate, Mate!
Tom Brough and Howard Symons (see 
story page 12) shore together back in the 
1970s and Tom says he always admired 
Howard’s dry sense of humour. 

‘Howard was shearing the sheep at 
his own farm one time and had to get in 
a new shearer to fill a stand. He’d been 
informed the bloke was likely to “go 
like hell” for a while. So it proved, the 
new man was a bit fast and loose. When 
Howard went to check the count-out 
pens he decided the shearer needed to 
slow down considerably and tidy up his 
sheep, and this he made clear to the man. 

‘A while later Howard went out to 
check the pens again and discovered 
there was no noticeable improvement 
in quality, so he came back in and told 
the bloke he hadn’t yet tidied up his job 
to an acceptable standard.

‘At that point the shearer got quite 
abusive, so Howard waited until he’d 
quietened down and then replied, “Well, 
when you tidy up your sheep I will go 
and shut the gate on your count-out pen!”

* * * * * *

  Depends where you stand
‘I remember shearing in a shed with 
Howard Symons one time and we 
had a shedhand who was – shall we 
say – not known for going hard out all 
day. Howard himself had stopped for 
a smoke on the hour and the shedhand 
came over to him and, while leaning 
on a broom said, with some sense of 
injustice, ‘I’m working here getting 
paid $100 a day while that bloke 
standing over there (nodding towards 
the other shearer) is getting paid $400 
a day.’ Howard just looked at him and 
said, “Have you ever tried standing over 
there?” (Tom Brough) 
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Things looking a bit Grey? Where to get help 
Lifeline (open 24/7) – 0800 543 354 (0800 LIFELINE) 
Depression Helpline (open 24/7) – 0800 111 757 
Healthline (open 24/7) – 0800 611 116 
Samaritans (open 24/7) – 0800 726 666 
Suicide Crisis Helpline (open 24/7) – 0508 828 865 (0508 
TAUTOKO). This is a service for people who may be 
thinking about suicide, or those who are concerned about 
family or friends. 
Youthline (open 24/7) – 0800 376 633. You can also text 
234 for free between 8am and midnight, or email talk@
youthline.co.nz 
0800 WHATSUP children’s helpline – phone 0800 9428 
787 between 1pm and 10pm on weekdays and from 3pm 
to 10pm on weekends. Online chat is available from 7pm 
to 10pm every day at www.whatsup.co.nz. 
Kidsline (open 24/7) – 0800 543 754. This service is for 
children aged 5 to 18. Those who ring between 4pm and 
9pm on weekdays will speak to a Kidsline buddy. These 
are specially trained teenage telephone counsellors. 
Your local Rural Support Trust – 0800 787 254 (0800 
RURAL HELP) 
Alcohol Drug Helpline (open 24/7) – 0800 787 797. You 
can also text 8691 for free. 

For further information, contact the Mental Health 
Foundation’s free Resource and Information Service (09 
623 4812). 

Kirkpatrick Shearing is looking for quality shearers, 
wool handlers & pressman for our busy main shear 
season – mid-November to approx end of February 
and our second shear season – mid-May to end of 
July, in the Gisborne Region.

Must be reliable and have a good attitude towards 
mahi, fellow workers and clients. Must have own 
accommodation. All enquiries welcomed.

06 867 5552; 0274 348 241 (Ian); 0276 543 345 (Beth)

From Julie Forde: “We went into lockdown with Jack 
Dobbie, Will Spicer, Katie Forde, Tory Muller, Emma Sloan, 
Rio Proudfoot and our presser, Dallas Kerekere and Jahde 
Rakete, who are not in the picture. On Anzac Day we got out 
of bed way before dawn and put lots of poppies in front of the 
Old People’s home we live next door to. At dawn we stood in 
front of their driveway and paid our respects, with the shed 
stereo blasting the Last Post!  The old people left notes on our 
poppies thanking us and one even left us a six-pack to thank 
us.  Very cool but a surreal Anzac Day. Then we worked in 
our bubble right thru Covid-19. Our quarters were more like 
isolation at first sight.” (Julie Forde photo.)

mailto:talk@youthline.co.nz
mailto:talk@youthline.co.nz
www.whatsup.co.nz
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By Bernie Walker
One of the most respected men in the 
Western Australian shearing industry, 
Brian Beresford, 78, died suddenly from 
a massive heart attack in hospital in Perth 
on Sunday July 26.  Brian was a very 
popular and widely respected shearing 
contractor based in Manning, South Perth.  
He is survived by his wife Theresa and 
their four children.

Brian grew up on the family farm 
at Holts Flat between Bombala and 
Nimmitabel in the southern Monaro 
region of NSW.  His association with 
the wool industry began as a rouseabout 
with the Kimber family from Boorowa 
NSW.  A veteran of the industry, Brian 
was involved for over 63 years as a 
shedhand, shearer and contractor.  When 
he was 19 he crossed the Tasman for 
three years to shear for Sandy Garvie, 
an Australian contractor based in south 
Otago. While there he shore in his first 
competition at Alexandra finishing ninth 
using narrow gear. Brian then returned 
to NSW and shore ‘the Darling River 
Run’ from Wilcannia up through Bourke, 
Brewarrina and Walgett to Texas on 
the Queensland border.  He later shore 
through the Flinders River country of 
north-west Queensland from Cloncurry 
to Hughenden.

In 1966 Brian went over to the 
Gascoyne area of WA to shear for Harry 
Findlay where he also met a girl he had 
met in New Zealand. He married this 
girl, Theresa Sharpen, in 1967 and they 
had four children, two girls and two boys. 
Both the girls spent some time with their 
Dad in the sheds.

The next move for Brian and Theresa 
was to the Goondiwindi area in 
Queensland for seven years to shear for 
Eric Baker and Grazcos before returning 
to WA in 1976 with his young family.  
He approached leading contractor Mark 
Synott for a job but was refused.  Mark 
told him he didn’t like eastern staters 
as they caused too much trouble with 
their unionised attitudes and demands. 
So, in 1978 Brian and Theresa became 
contractors themselves with a run which 
eventually covered the Wheatbelt, 
Gascoyne, Nullabor, Esperance and the 
southwest regions of WA.  They shore 
sheds with up to 72,000 sheep and 
employed as many as 40 staff.  Many 
sheds have been shorn by Beresford teams 
continuously for over 40 years.  

When he retired from contracting 
himself, Brian’s close friend, Kevin 
Gellatly, ran many teams for him for 
quite a few years before Kevin became a 
Heiniger representative.  Brian rated Mike 
Henderson, now a contractor at Dongara 
WA, as ‘probably the best quality shearer 
with the Kiwi (wide) combs.  His sheep 
always looked neat’.  He considered 
Mickey Thomas from Moree NSW as 
the toughest shearer he had seen. To 
support the industry, Brian was also a 
founding member of the WA Contractors 
Association.

Brian, who was a very high quality 
shearer himself, always expected a high 
standard of work from his teams.  To 
back this up, he regularly held shearing 
schools with AWC Chief WA Instructor 
Graeme Tyers.  Brian was a big advocate 
for introducing Aboriginal workers to 
the industry.  Many quality Aboriginal 
shearers began their careers with Brian, 
including past Perth Royal Show 
champions.  He was always keen to give 
learners a stand to begin their careers and 

he would advise them on ways to get 
ahead and how to look after their finances.

Brian shore in his first competition in 
Australia at the age of 30 and achieved 
54 Open class wins in his 47 year career 
as a shearer including State titles of NSW 
and WA.  His highest tally was 254 at 
‘Minilya’ station in WA.  His reputation 
for clean quality shearing attracted many 
of the leading Open shearers to seek a job 
in his teams.  Brian was given a contract 
by the WA Department of Agriculture 
to shear the stud rams from the eastern 
states at the Royal Show sales with a 
team of his men.  Some of these sheep 
were worth up to A$50,000.  They had 
to be bare shorn as a quarantine measure 
to remove any weed or burr seeds they 
may have been carrying.  Brian and 
his shearers were also sought by many 
of the leading studs to shear their sale 
ram teams.  Among the many top line 
shearers employed by Brian was Deanne 
Parker (nee Sarre), daughter of the great 
Kevin.  She shore a record of 392 merino 
lambs in 1989 while working for Brian at 
Yearlering, near Kondinin WA.  Brian was 
recognised as an extremely competitive 
and accomplished shearer both in the 
sheds and on the competition scene.

Brian loved the Australian Kelpie 
working dogs and always had a good 
one with him as a travelling companion, 
but also to help shed up or pen up when 
required.  Brian was also a keen fisherman 
and an excellent lawn bowler representing 
his club at Country Week.  He played 
pennant bowls and won many titles on 
the greens.

Brian will be remembered as a man 
who made a difference.  His support for 
the wool industry and its people in every 
aspect has touched the lives of many and 
he was a good friend of those who will 
miss him greatly.

Brian Beresford (1942-2020)

Brian Beresford made a difference

Graeme Bell, Gloria Shelford, Ronny Davis and Pagan 
Karauria at the Peter Lyon Shearing reunion, 2019.
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Six Lawrence Brothers ‘On Show’
Flashback to the Perth Royal Show 1989, where six Lawrence 
brothers all shore at the same time and place for the only time 
in their lives. Pictured from left: Noel, Geoffrey, Vern (father 
of the boys), Allen, Mark (partly obscured) and David, with 
Keith shearing the sheep. (Photo from Noel Lawrence.)

So where are they all now, I hear you ask? Noel learned to 
shear in 1969, 20 years before this photo was taken, but left 
the industry in 1973 and joined the Western Australian Police 
Force. He kept shearing during his holidays and spent a period 
of long service leave in 1986, with Elbert de Koning in the 
south of New Zealand. [See Elbert de Koning tribute page 30.]

In 1980 Noel obtained his commercial pilot’s license (with 
an instrument rating) and 12 years later had his commercial 
helicopter pilot’s license. He flew for the WA Police from 
1980 until 2000, accumulating more than 6000 hours of 
flying time.

‘When I came home with my brother Kevin from working 
with Elbert, I brought a pair of ‘bag’ moccasins with me, cut 
them down, invested in a $39-piece of outdoor carpet and 
made moccasins out of it. By 2000 the business was going 
well enough for me to resign from the Police Force.’ 

Noel and his wife Debbie had started Top Gun Shearing 
Supplies in 1986, devoting themselves to delivering 
quality shearing gear via a ‘one-stop-shop’ to shearers and 
farmers alike. Based at Malaga, north Perth, they maintain 
a comprehensive range of products for all leading brands, 
including Heiniger, Beiyuan, Supershear, Lister, Ace, Inferno  
and Moffat Virtue shearing plant spares.

David Lawrence is the current head shearing judge for 
Australia, is treasurer of the West Australia Competition 
Shearing Association (WACSA) and represented Australia 
as a judge at the 1992 world championships at Royal Bath 
& West, and again at the 2017 world championships in 
Invercargill. In 1994 David set an Australian lamb shearing 
record with 563. He also won a ‘World Invitation Event’ at 
Toronto, Canada in 1988. He was inducted into the Australian 
Shearers’ Hall of Fame in 2019.

Kevin Lawrence is currently President of WACSA and 
was the Australian judging representative at New Zealand’s 
Golden Shears (Masterton) in 2017.

Allen Lawrence represented Western Australia (with 
brother David) during the 1980s and 1990s in shearing and 
management roles. In 1976 Kevin, Allen, David and Noel set 
a four-man marathon record (two on, two off) of 1019 sheep 
using narrow gear. This bettered the previous mark of 776 
and was recognised by the Guinness Book of Records in 1978. 

Both Geoff and Mark spent many years in the shearing 
industry, shearing alongside their brothers, all of whom could 
do well over 200 a day. Geoff now manages a farm in the 
local area and Mark went on to become a flour miller before 
running his own handyman business. 

Noel Lawrence recalls his brother David being photographed 
in a Western Australian newspaper with [Sir] David Fagan in 
1994. ‘The caption read something like “Sheepish gun shearer 
David Lawrence (left) with another shearer David Fagan.” 

The ‘another shearer’, of course went on to become the 
world’s best and most renown shearer, well deserved and a 
credit to the industry. But for a little while even David Fagan 
was ‘just another shearer’. We can laugh about that now!’
(Des Williams)
www.topgunshearing.com.au

Proud to support N.Z. Shearing Magazine

We require staff July-October and January-May
Accommodation, travel and meals provided

Good attitude towards work and our clients essential
Reliable work and weather patterns in Central Otago

Employment Agreement based on NZSCA
Work under NZSCA ‘SHEARNZ’ programme

All enquiries welcomed. Contact Peter or Elsie
Tel 03 448 6378 Fax 03 448 9201

Email: elsie@peterlyonshearing.co.nz

mailto:elsie@peterlyonshearing.co.nz


Shearing 43

Every year New Zealand Shearing Contractors Association 
members shear 70% of the nation’s flock, employing 3,200 
workers. We give them tools that strengthen their business 
and streamline their paperwork.
Employment — industry-approved employment contract; 
recommended pay rates, Employers & Manufacturers Assoc. 
(EMA) membership; work visa application support.
Insurance — AON coverage included in NZSCA membership 
fee. Covers Public Liability, Employers & Statutory Liability, 
Punitive & Exemplary, Directors & Officers. 
Health and safety — workbook compliant with the Health 
& Safety at Work Act 2015. Access to Tahi Ngātahi online 
learning platform.

Join NZSCA

President: Mark Barrowcliffe 027 554 4433
Executive Officer: Phil Holden 027 467 1670
Secretary: Suzanne Kennedy 027 551 1500

E: contactus@nzshearing.co.nz

Find out more: www.nzshearing.co.nz

Strengthen Your Business 

Above: The enchanting (sheep dom-
inated!) Otago landscape, captured by the 
former Southland Times photographer 
and champion cyclist, Barry Harcourt 
of Te Anau. Below: Waiuku’s Barry 
Jones (LSP photo) competing in the open 
heats at Counties Shears, Pukekohe, 
on 16 February 2020. He didn’t make 
the final which was won by Rowland 
Smith. According to Facebook, Barry 
has been a full time shearer for over 30 
years. Originally from Taranaki, he now 
operates throughout the wider Auckland 
region as part of the Lifestyle Animal 
Veterinary and Support Services team. 
“Barry’s fantastic skill set and battery 
powered cordless shears also enable 
him to carry out the job ANYWHERE, 
regardless of power supply. Barry also 
has a whole team of dogs that work 
together efficiently to gently move stock 
into yards.”
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Future champions in action at the New Zealand Merino 
Shears, Alexandra, 2019. Entrants in the Novice woolhandling 
division, sponsored by Alastair Eckhoff Esq. and Shearing 
magazine. Competitors each processed one merino fleece. 
Top left descending: Shahni Whitu (1st, 102.160 pts) with 
shearer, Dion Morrell; Pukemarama Hau (2nd, 111.706), 
Tamihana Karauria (3rd, 119.644) with shearer Paerata 
Abraham; Hori Rata (4th, 127.750). Top right descending: 
Erana Tuhura-Baty (5th, 134.182), Lucy Gee-Taylor (6th, 
146.576) and Teisha Coleman (7th, 255.090) with Dion 
Morrell. (LSP photos.)
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Thank you, advertisers

Pleasant Point, South Canterbury
Quality Shearers, Woolhandlers & pressers wanted 

between the months of January - March & June - October. 
Competitive wage rates  

Call Anthony Frew  0276 148 089

Shearing magazine acknowledges the support of the 
following advertisers in this edition:
Ace Shearing Gear (New Plymouth) p11.
Acto Agriculture & Lister (Sth Auckland) p9, 35.
Barrowcliffe Shearing (King Country) p39.
Bruce Rogers Shearing (Geraldine) p13.
Courela Clothing & Shearing Supplies Australia p12.
Dave Bateman Shearing Supplies (Milburn) p15.
Davis Shearing (Otago/Southland) p6.
Dion Morrell Shearing (Otago/Northland) p22.
East Coast Shearing (Gisborne) p23.
EweNeedUs Shearing p45.
Forde Shearing Ltd (Southland) p48.
Foster Shearing (Pleasant Point/Geraldine) p12.
Grant Moore Shearing (Southland) p37.
Grant Murdoch Shearing (Otago) p33.
Heiniger New Zealand p4, 28.
Jeff Dorset Shearing (Bay of Plenty) p45.
Kieran Bruce Shearing (Taumarunui) p30.
Kirkpatrick Shearing (East Coast) p40.
Kirkpatrick Shearing (Hawkes Bay) p36.
Mahony Shearing (Napier) p24.
Mallinson Shearing (Mid-South Canterbury) p17.
McConachie Shearing (Southland) p23.
Morgan Shearing (North Canterbury) p20.
NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association p43.
Otorohanga Shearing (King Country/Waikato) p31.
Ovis Management (Palmerston North) p10.
Paewai Mullins Shearing (Dannevirke) p27.
Palmer Bros Shearing (Southland) p36.
Paybiz Payroll Solutions p42.
Payroll Plus Ltd p24.
Pete Nikolaison (Golden Shears book) p18.
Peter Lyon Shearing (Central Otago) p42.
Pro Shear (Ashburton) p 30.
Puna Shearing (Napier) p21.
Ratima Shearing (Hunterville) p36.
Rewa Shearing (Central North Island) p14.
ShearingNZ (Hawkes Bay) p13.
ShearSharpNZ (Geraldine) p11.
ShearTech (Mossburn/Southland) p37.
Silver Fern Shearing Gear/Squires Manufacturing p47.
Stem Cell Nutrition p39.
Tararua Shearing p46.
Te Anau Shearing (Southland) p39.
Waimate Shearing (South Canterbury/Otago) p40.

Would you like to advertise in Shearing magazine? It’s 
too easy. Just email shearingmag@xtra.co.nz for details 
of size and price options and let us do the rest!
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TO OUR EMPLOYEES WE OFFER 
 
 

 

 
 

Jeff ‐ 027 4920758 
Office ‐ 021 414914  jeffdorset@xtra.co.nz 

 

We support all that is best in shearing 

 Drug Free Gangs 
 H&S Policy systems in place 
 Proven shearing & woolhandling services 

 A true drug free environment 
(Mandatory tes�ng by NZTDDA) 

 Above NZSCA recommended rates 
 Accommoda�on, food, transport, 

emeries ‐ all provided at no expense 

A Woolstore on Main Street?
Trick Question: Which small New Zealand town has a wool 
store on its Main Street? No, we won’t keep you in suspense 
or ask you to turn to the back page for the answer. Otorohanga!
This northern King Country town is home to Karam & John 
Haddad Menswear, an amazing shop, chock full of country 
clothing, much of it woollen-made. Swanndri jackets, vests and 
shirts, woollen socks, old-style woollen undergarments, like 
Grandad used to wear, gloves, mittens and hats. They almost 
make you wish it was winter all the time! Check them out on-line 
or give them a call on 07 873 8377 for a detailed brochure. The 
brothers have been in business since 1965 and  just love talking 
about the merits of wool. Now that, we need a whole lot more of!

Above: New Zealand Merino Shears 2019 – one and a bit 
woolhandlers, two shearers, two sheep and three judges – so what’s 
the likely combined IQ in this photo, then? (LSP photo.)
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I REALLY WANT TO REMAIN TIGHT-LIPPED
I do hope this sounds appropriate from a man of few words
Because I’ve always longed to be described as tight-lipped
The knack of holding my tongue while others loosen theirs
For the opposite to village gossip, I could be well equipped

It’s far better to hold your silence, I have often heard it said
Than to put your mouth in gear and reveal some inner fool
Such ill-considered offerings have ruined many a reputation
Those motor-mouths uncontrolled can tumble off the stool

I have heard tell of people who are zealous with their money 
They are often described derisively as being a bit tight-arsed
But there are times when everyone should be willing to give
If I heard myself thus described, I would certainly be aghast

There are others who are organised, have everything in place
On every detail of importance, they maintain a vice-like grip
All operations run like clockwork and precision clearly seen
Though far away from oceans, they can run a good tight ship

Inner thoughts held within, is the standard to which I’ll strive
Yes, firmly fixed and clamped, that’s how my mouth will be
As I anticipate the sound of silence my tight lips will revive
If you’ve heard gossip or rumour, it did not come from me!

© desperado 2019
* * * * * *

‘I went to church and they all sung, Stand up, Stand Up for Jesus. 
Then I went to the ball game and they all yelled, For Christ’s 
sake, set down. I’m just scratching my head and wondering what 
the Lord wants you to do, stand up or set down.’ 
(Woody Guthrie, American Folksong, 1961.)

Tararua Shearing Ltd
Shearers and shedhands wanted. 

Must have good work ethics 
and be reliable.

Accommodation, meals and 
transport provided.

Work from mid-November to 
end of March.

Phone Lionel or Stephanie
Home 06 376 7877
Work 06 375 8488
Cell 027 440 7021

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association

The ever-increasing feedlot

They’re coming to take me away, Baa-baa?
‘The animals marched and grazed their way through the 
empty streets of Samsun, in Turkey.’ (Screenshot from Stuff 
website, 7 May 2020.) The sort of thing you might only see 
during a global pandemic. And Wikipedia tells us: Samsun 
is a city on the north coast of Turkey with a population of 
around 1.4 million people. It is the provincial capital of 
Samsun Province and a major Black Sea port. The growing 
city has two universities, several hospitals, shopping malls, 
much light manufacturing industry, sports facilities and an 
opera. Mustafa Kemal Atatürk began the Turkish War of 
Independence here in 1919.

An unidentified member of Jake Sloan’s Canadian gang 
resting up between runs. (Hope it’s not you, Jake?)
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Made in New Zealand

silver 
fern 

shearing 
gear 

stands 
the test 
of time

Check out our new 
hybrid shearing Jean

Lockdown law
The lock-down to Level 4 in late March 
caused a high spike in employment-
related activity. While regular workers 
endured a high period of lockdown, the 
agricultural industry did what it does 
best – and carried on.

Level 4 occurred just as tupping 
was taking place, and a quiet lull in 
their work caused many shearing 
contractors to seek direction from 
their employment advisers and the 
New Zealand Contractors’ Association 
(NZSCA). Almost immediately workers 
were relying on the Covid payments 
for the anticipated full twelve weeks of 
businesses’ being closed. 

As most contractors sought advice on 
how the wage subsidy might work for 
them, many workers were also seeking 
advice. In my own practice I went from 
maybe one query a month to more than 
seventy enquiries in the first two weeks. 
Thirty percent of those queries were 
from employers looking to enact the right 
policy and follow the rapidly developing 
regulations and the bulk of the remainder 
were workers seeking information. 

Within 24-hours of the Lockdown 
there was significant confusion for many 
seasonal workers, including workers 
being sent home to the North Island 
on the premise work was stopping 
completely. Government policy became 
a moving feast as Federated Farmers and 
the NZSCA quickly secured an essential 
service exemption.  

In those first few days there was 
considerable consternation with different 
contractors interpreting the rules as they 
applied to shearing industry several 
different ways. At a local level this 
didn’t always go down well on Facebook. 
Advocates were kept busy solving 
problems from finding alternative work 
(in other  essential work) to emergency 
accommodation for workers whose 
shearing quarters were suddenly closed 
and other living arrangements or bubbles 
formed.  

For some, securing the wage subsidy 
for shearing industry workers was a 
difficult task as first they were often 
called casual rather than seasonal or 
part-time. Confusion over the work 
status of shearing industry workers 
caused some shearers to be sacked 
without warning or even for the cause 
of persistently asking for their subsidy.

Some shearing contractors were called 
out for providing the wage subsidy to 
their own staff rather than their engaged 
workers, which also caused heightened 

concerns in those communities. Workers 
who got caught out in the Covid wage 
subsidy squabbles were more likely to 
be caught in that maelstrom of poor 
employment practices, on the back of 
their employers categorising them as 
casual and therefore deemed not entitled 
to the wage subsidy, or simply being 
sacked or moved on without notice. 

All of the turmoil created an 
environment for a spike in personal 
grievances and wage claims. The 
Employment Relations Authority has 
come out with new cases that relate to 
the Covid lockdown and in the majority 
of these decisions, the workers claim for 
the wage subsidy have been upheld. The 
lack of proper consultation and unfair 
redundancies caused the Nelson freight 
firm, Solly’s Freight a combined pay-out 
for each employee of $58,039. 

The Authority has rejected the claims 
in another matter, Sandhu v Gate 
Gourmet NZ Ltd, in an essential service 

that ‘no work no pay’ and ‘partial 
performance, partial remuneration’ was 
justifiable. A repayment was ordered 
for the difference between what was 
their regular pay, the Covid subsidy 
contribution and the actual payments 
below that amount.

As the dust settles on Covid (we hope), 
the complicated and challenging issues 
that employers faced are being litigated. 
So far, the Employment Authority’s 
approach has been very consistent and 
employers are falling foul of the law if 
altered or inconsistent terms are denying 
workers their minimum entitlement.

(Jills Angus Burney)

* * * * * * 
Supporters instead of 

Subscribers?
The most unfortunate aspect of moving 
into the electronic age of publishing 
Shearing magazine is the loss of those 
readers who do not have access to smart 
phones, ipads, laptops and PCs. 

Unless they have sons, daughters 
or grandchildren who can download 
onto some ‘device’ that they can read 
from, their readership is lost. These are 
mainly the people who always paid their 
two-year subscriptions for the privilege 
of receiving a magazine in their letter 
boxes a day or two before bulk supplies 
reached the country pubs, merchandise 
stores or some other of the 400 outlets 
to which magazines were sent.

With the power of email, we can now 
all but guarantee that everyone on our 
email distribution lists will receive their 
copies within a few minutes of each 
other. Others can download a copy from 
www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz for free. 
We cannot in all honesty then continue 
with a “subscriber” system and charge 
a fee for something you can get for 
nothing. 

On the other hand, income from 
subscriptions made a signif icant 
contribution to the financial well-being 
of the magazine. We therefore invite 
readers to become “supporters” rather 
than subscribers, in a manner which 
would remain entirely voluntary. 

If enough ‘Supporters’ care to register 
their interest in the proposal via a once-
only, lifetime payment of say $30.00, 
Last Side Publishing may be able to offer 
some industry-related incentives on a 
‘lucky draw’ basis. Perhaps a Saturday 
night ticket to Golden Shears or New 
Zealand championships? All suggestions 
welcome!
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Forde Shearing Ltd
Southland

Staff required for new season.

For all enquiries please phone 
Darin or Julie

03 235 8853 or 0272 297 760

Competitions, Covid-willing
Shearing Sports New Zealand and competitions throughout 
the country will be working hard to try to make sure the events 
take place with minimal disruption  as organisers comply with 
whatever restrictions may be required in the Covid-19 crisis.

Speaking after the release of the calendar of events for the 
season, with a Level 2 alert in place cross most of the country 
limiting gatherings to no more than 100 people, chairman Sir 
David Fagan said committees had been faced with multiple 
challenges since the epidemic emerged, leading to the 
cancellation of all shows in the last four weeks of last season, 
including the New Zealand Shears, the Royal Easter Shows and 
the national Lambshearing Championships.

All have bounced back to indicate that, Covid-willing, they 
will be running again in the coming season.

Sir David said competitions were faced with deciding what 
sort of competition they ‘might’ be running, not knowing 
who would be able to come, how many would be allowed, and 
whether sponsors would still be able to show their support.

‘Everyone has to be congratulated for trying to do the best 
they can,’ he said. ‘The shearing industry is all about people 
working together and making it happen, and this is showing 
through as everyone prepares for the competitions.’

The New Zealand Merino Shears in Alexandra will not be 
held this season, with plans to be back for a big 60th anniversary 
celebration in 2021, and the Wairarapa Spring Shears are off as 
a result of the cancellation of this year’s Wairarapa A&P Show.

Thus, the New Zealand Spring Shears in Waimate will open 
the new season, adding an Open merino shear as the opening 
round for the National Circuit (incorporating the McSkimming 
Memorial Triple Crown), in addition to Waimate’s own longwool 
round. (Doug Laing)

SSNZ DRAFT CALENDAR 2020-2021
October 9-10 (Fri-Sat): NZ Spring Shears (National Circuit Rds 
1 and  2) at Waimate.
October 17 (Sat): Poverty Bay A&P Show at Gisborne; Ellesmere 
A&P Show at Leeston.
October 23 (Fri): Great Raihania Shears Hawke’s Bay at 
Hastings.
October 24 (Sat): Northern A&P Show at Rangiora.
October 31 (Sat): Ashburton A&P Show at Ashburton.
November 5-6 (Thurs-Fri): Canterbury Shears (National Circuit 
Rd 3) at Marble Point, Hanmer Springs.
November 7 (Sat): Manawatu A&P Show at Feilding; 
Marlborough A&P Show at Blenheim; Pleasant Point Gymkhana 
at Pleasant Point.
November 14 (Sat): Central Hawke’s Bay A&P Show at 
Waipukurau.
November 21 (Sat): Nelson A&P Show at Richmond; West Otago 
A&P Show at Tapanui.
November 28 (Sat): Taranaki Shears, Stratford A&P Show at 
Stratford.
January 9 (Sat): Duvauchelle A&P Show. at Duvauchelle.
January 15 (Fri): Northern Southland Community Shears at 
Selby’s woolshed, Lumsden.
January 16 (Sat): Kaikohe A, P, & H Show at Kaikohe; Wairoa 
A&P Show at Wairoa; Golden Bay A&P Show at Takaka; 
Southland Shears at Winton A&P Show. 
January 23 (Sat): Tapawera Sports at Tapawera. 
January 24 (Sun): Horowhenua A, P & I Show at Levin.
January 30 (Sat): Taihape A&P Show at Taihape.

January 31 (Sun): Rotorua A&P Show at Ngongotaha.
February 5 (Fri): Dannevirke A&P Show at Dannevirke.  
February 6 (Sat): North Kaipara A&P Show at Paparoa; Aria 
Waitangi Day Sports at Aria; Reefton Shears at Reefton.
February 7 (Sun): Rangitikei Shearing Sports (National Circuit 
Rd 4) at Marton.
February 13 (Sat): Northern Wairoa A&P Show at Arapohue; Te 
Puke A&P Show at Te Puke; Otago Shears at Balclutha.
February 19-20 (Fri-Sat): Southern Shears at Gore.
February 20 (Sat): North Hokianga A&P Show at Broadwood; 
Ohura Sports at Ohura; Murchison A&P Show at Murchison.
February 21 (Sun): Counties Shears at Pukekohe.
February 26 (Fri): Taumarunui Shears. 
February 27 (Sat): Apiti Sports Shears at Apiti; Kaikoura A&P 
Show at Kaikoura.
February 28 (Sun): Pahiatua Shears (National Circuit Rd 5) at 
Mangaone Valley Rd.
March 3 (Wed): Pre-Shears Woolhandling, at Mikimiki.
March 4-6 (Thur-Sat): Golden Shears at Masterton
March 6 (Sat): Amuri A&P Show at Rotherham.
March 13 (Sat): Kumeu A&H Show at Kumeu; Cheviot A&P 
Show at Cheviot; Mayfield A&P Show at Mayfield. 
March 20 (Sat): Warkworth A&P Show at Warkworth; 
Waimarino Sports at Raetihi; Methven Lamb Shears at Methven.
March 21 (Sun): Sefton Shears at Sefton.
March 27 (Sat): Waitomo Caves Sports at Waitomo.
March 28 (Sun): Flaxbourne A&P Show at Ward.
April 2-3 (Fri-Sat): Royal Easter Show at Auckland.
April 3 (Sat): Oxford A&P Show at Oxford.
April 5 (Mon): MacKenzie Shears at Fairlie.
April 8-10 (Thu-Sat): New Zealand Shears at Te Kuiti. 

https://www.shearingsports.co.nz/ 
https:/www.shearingsports.co.nz/page/competition-directory/
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Countries at the Worlds 1977-2019
By Des Williams
Forty-eight individual countries have attended world 
shearing and woolhandling championships since the first 
event held at Royal Bath & West in 1977.  The participation 
of 33 countries at Le Dorat was a record, two more than 
the attendance at Invercargill in 2017.  Australia, England, 
New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales have 
attended all 18 contests, with Ireland (17), Falkland Islands, 
Norway and United States of America (each 16) also regular 
attenders. Belgium, Brazil and Uruguay were newcomers 
to world competition at Le Dorat. 

Perhaps curious among the absentees in France were 
Denmark, Iceland, Isle of Man and Mongolia, all of whom 
came to Invercargill, much further away than France!

Several countries have attended the championships just 
once, including Libya 1977 and Israel 1980. Both unlikely 
sheep strongholds in this day and age, one might think.  

World championships representation by country and year 
is as follows:
Argentina: 2014, 2017, 2019. (3)
Australia: 1977, 1980, 1984, 1986, 1988, 1992, 1994, 1996, 
1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (18)
Austria: 1977, 1980, 1984, 1992, 1994, 1998, 2003, 2005, 2008, 
2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (14)
Belgium: 2019. (1)
Bohemia: 1992. (1)
Brazil: 2019. (1)
Canada: 1980, 1984, 1986, 1988, 1996, 1998, 2008, 2010, 2012, 
2017, 2019. (11)
Chile: 2012, 2017, 2019. (3)
China: 2014. (1)
Cook Islands: 2012, 2017, 2019. (3)
Czech Republic: 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (6)
Denmark: 1992, 1994, 2008, 2010, 2014, 2017. (6)
England: 1977, 1980, 1984, 1986, 1988, 1992, 1994, 1996, 1998, 
2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (18)
Estonia: 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (6)
Europe (aka Royal Bath & West): 1980, 1984, 1988, 1992. (4)
Falkland Islands: 1977, 1980, 1984, 1988, 1992, 1996, 1998, 
2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (16)
Finland: 2008, 2010, 2019. (3)
France: 1977, 1980, 1984, 1988, 1992, 1994, 1996, 1998, 2000, 
2003, 2005, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (17)
Germany: 1977, 1980, 1992, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 
2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (13)
Hungary: 2003. (1)
Iceland: 2014, 2017. (2)
Ireland: 1977, 1980, 1984, 1988, 1992, 1994, 1996, 1998, 2000, 
2003, 2005, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (17)
Isle of Man: 2014, 2017. (2)
Israel: 1980. (1)
Italy: 1992, 1998, 2003, 2010, 2012, 2017, 2019. (7)
Japan: 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (5)
Latvia: 2008. (1)
Lesotho: 2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010. (4) (Competed as South 
Africans 1992, 1994, 1996.)
Libya: 1977. (1)
Mongolia: 2017. (1)

Montenegro: 2008. (1)
New Zealand: 1977, 1980, 1984, 1986, 1988, 1992, 1994, 1996, 
1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (18)
Niue: 2012. (1)
Northern Ireland: 1977, 1980, 1984, 1986, 1988, 1992, 1994, 
1996, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 
2019. (18)
Norway: 1980, 1984, 1988, 1992, 1994, 1996, 1998, 2000, 2003, 
2005, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (16)
Poland: 1984, 1992, 2019. (3)
Russia: 1998, 2014. (2)
Scotland: 1977, 1980, 1984, 1986, 1988, 1992, 1994, 1996, 1998, 
2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (18)
Serbia: 2008, 2010. (2)
Slovakia: 1992, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (7)
Slovenia: 2008, 2010, 2014, 2017, 2019. (5)
South Africa: 1992, 1994, 1996, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 
2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (13)
Spain: 1992, 1998, 2003, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (9)  
Sweden: 2003, 2005, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (7)
Switzerland: 1984, 1988, 1992, 1994, 1996, 1998, 2000, 2003, 
2017, 2019. (10)
The Netherlands: 2017, 2019. (2)
United States of America: 1980, 1984, 1986, 1988, 1992, 1994, 
1996, 1998, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (16)
Uruguay: 2019. (1)
Wales: 1977, 1980, 1984, 1986, 1988, 1992, 1994, 1996, 1998, 
2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019. (18)

* * * * * * 

Six countries – Australia, New Zealand, England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales have attended all 18 world 
championship events since the first at Royal Bath & West, 
Shepton Mallet, in 1977. (LSP photo.)

ALL THAT MATTERS
Black Sheeps Matter (most families have at least one)
Coloured Sheeps Matter (to weavers and knitters)
White Sheeps Matter (they produce a fabulous fibre)
All Sheeps Matter (Just sayin’)
All Statues Matter (who are we to judge our forebears?)
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Above: Participants in Elite Wool Industry Training (EWIT) learners course at Rakaia. Back left: Jackson Smith, Mark Pilcher, 
Noel Handley (trainer) Norm Harraway (trainer), John Haghie, Justin Anderson. Front left: Taryn Perriam, Renee Brooking, 
Kelly Harvey, Ki Yan Tang, Tyla Harraway, Nonie Anderson, Eleanor Leslie. Below left: Ben Forrester. Below right: Ben 
Forrester, Mark Herlihy (trainer) and Tanei Brewer, EWIT advanced course at Hawarden. (Kelly McDonald photo collection.)


