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Evo Shearing Plant
Put safety first with the world’s no.1 selling shearing 
plant, demanded by shearers, contractors and farmers. 
Winner of multiple WorkSafe awards, the Evo’s electronic 
safety switch helps prevent handpiece lock-ups and the 
isolated downtube reduces the risk of electric shocks to 
keep you and your workers safe.

TPW Xpress Woolpress
Eliminate risk in the shed with the no.1 selling woolpress in 
the world. The TPW Xpress is fully compliant with rigorous 

WorkSafe safety standards and features the fastest locking 
system on the market to press more wool into fewer bales. 

Tick all the boxes when it comes to shearing shed safety, 
reliability and performance with the TPW Xpress.

PIONEERS OF SHEARING SHED

SAFETY AND 
RELIABILITY
LESS TO STRESS ABOUT IN THE SHED

Visit A Heiniger Stockist
Call (03) 349 8282
@HeinigerShearingAusNZ
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Greetings	readers	and	welcome	to	issue	Number	100	of	the	
Shearing	magazine.	It’s	taken	nearly	35	years	to	get	here	
and	we	have	 summarised	part	 of	 that	 journey	 in	 a	 four-
page	feature	in	the	centre	pages.	
As	 part	 of	 the	 ‘looking	 back’	 we	 have	 dug	 into	 our	

old	 print	 photo	 archives	 and	 reproduced	 a	 few	 here.	 No	
particular	 rhyme	and	 reason	 for	most,	 but	 a	 couple	 again	
see	the	light	of	day	because	of	the	particular	circumstances	
and	story	behind	them.	For	example,	Barry	Taylor	at	page	
23,	who	did	what	he	had	 to	do!	Because	we’ve	 taken	up	
valuable	space	with	these	‘retro	items’,	some	current	events	
have	been	parked	up	ready	for	November.
I	 think	 it	was	 the	 late	George	Potae	who	once	offered	

a	simple	strategy	for	competition	shearing.	‘You	start	fast	
and	you	just	keep	getting	faster’.	And	that	is	what	seems	
to	have	worked	wonderfully	well	 for	Allan	Oldfield	(the	
main	man	on	our	front	cover)	in	winning	the	world	blade	
shearing	championship	at	Le	Dorat.	
Allan	 has	 travelled	 the	 world	 these	 past	 few	 years,	

gaining	experience	on	all	sorts	of	sheep.	He’s	down	on	the	
Falkland	 Islands	as	we	go	 to	print	with	 this	mag.	Many	
good	blade	shearers	have	tried	to	break	that	‘stranglehold’	
on	 world	 titles	 held	 by	 the	 Lesotho	 and	 South	African	
shearers	 since	Masterton	 in	 1996.	Elliot	Ntsombo,	Elias	
Hans	 and	Mayenseke	 Schweni	 between	 them	 remained	
invincible	through	ten	world	events.
Allan	 started	 blade	 shearing	 at	 the	 age	 of	 13	 (in	 the	

footsteps	of	his	father)	and	before	long	was	combining	that	
interest	with	competitive	wood-chopping	(timber	sports).	
So	good	did	he	become	at	the	latter,	he	was	chosen	in	the	
New	Zealand	Under-20	 team	for	 the	2011/12	season	 for	
competition	 against	Australia	 at	 Melbourne.	A	 move	 to	
Christchurch	and	difficulty	in	getting	good	logs	to	practice	
on	meant	that	interest	had	to	fall	by	the	wayside,	‘but	he’s	
still	bloody	handy	with	an	axe	when	he	comes	home	to	the	
farm,’	his	father	Phil	Oldfield	says!	
In	more	recent	seasons	Allan	has	travelled	to	the	United	

Kingdom,	 winning	 several	 major	 competitions	 against	
the	leading	British	and	Welsh	exponents.	‘Making	a	point	
of	getting	 in	some	practice	no	matter	how	 inconvenient,	
and	becoming	adaptable	to	different	breeds	of	sheep,’	he	
explained.	Good	things	come	to	those	who	work	hard.
See	you	in	November.	Take	care	out	there.

Ka kite ano
Des Williams (editor)
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We stock parts and accessories to fit most shearing brands

Inner Flexis - made to order                  $100 each
Outer Flexis 1.5m 1.8m and 2m           $100 each
Comb Screws fit Sunbeam/Beiyuan/Lister/Heiniger  from  $11   each
Handpiece Cogs                   $50   pair
Pendulum - duel (comb and cutter also available)         $120 each
Handpiece Repair Kits  Handpiece Repair Kits               minor from  $50   each 
                        major from  $95   each
As well as Grinders, Dagging Plants, and much more......

PH: 0800 837 300 TXT: 027-5454549
www.BatemanShearingSupplies.com

Prices and availability are subject to change without notice, prices include GST, free postage excludes freight and oversized, heavy items. 

Only need a couple of things? Just want to try something new? No Problem!
There are no minimum orders 

Free delivery for standard courier orders*, including to RD addresses. 

Contact us today!

Handpieces
starting from 

$380 
parts also available

Quality gear, Bargain prices, Great service

DAVE BATEMAN
shearing supplies

All Cutters $4.90 each
ONLY $49 PER BOX
   Choose from: 
-  AA or  BB shape
-  Full thickness or ground 
-  Standard or Wide throw

BB

AA

13 Tooth combs
$22 each 

9 Tooth combs
$23 each

Cover combs
$25 each

Convex combs
$20 each
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‘Indeed. let us toast Shearing magazine on reaching its 100th 
edition, and here’s to many more!’ Mick Bool and John Bruce 
(many years before the event!)

Her Majesty graced the cover of Shearing magazine number 
55, exactly 15 years ago. We are sure we can ‘take it as read’, 
that the usual Royal congratulations on making it to 100 will 
be forthcoming some time soon. (We check the mail daily ...)

58th New Zealand Merino 
Shearing & Woolhandling 

Championships

Molyneux Stadium, Alexandra
Fri/Sat 4/5 October 2019

• Open shearing EF $69.00 (start 7.00am 
Saturday)

• PGG National Circuit EF $60.00
• Senior shearing EF$59.00
• Open woolhandling EF $59.00 (start 7.00am Friday)
• Senior woolhandling EF$ $54.00
• Junior woolhandling EF $49.00
• Novice woolhandling EF $30.00
• NZ Merino Teams (2 shearers & woolhandlers any grade) 

EF $69.00
• Total prizemoney exceeds $17,800
• Cover comb used in all events
• Reporting time 30 minutes before all events

 
All entries by 27 September 2019 to 

nzmerinoshears@gmail.com 
Pay entry fees direct to ANZ 06 0917 0008266 00

(Late entries, if accepted, will incur $10.00 penalty) 

This is a public acknowledgement to Paul Grainger of 
Te Kuiti that the process by which Shearing Sports New 
Zealand (SSNZ) accepted and dealt with a complaint letter 
against him was inappropriate. 
SSNZ regrets that the actions subsequently taken in 
response to that letter were illegal and damaging to Paul’s 
credentials. Paul remains as a badged shearing judge and 
referee with SSNZ.
SSNZ has now reviewed its policy to prevent such actions 
being repeated in future. Sincere apologies are hereby 
extended to Paul, Claire and their family.

Sir David Fagan KNZM
Chairman, Shearing Sports NZ
6 August 2019

Three ‘old guys’ who knew a thing or two about merinos and 
winning national Fine Wool shearing titles. From left: Ian 
Rutherford (1965, 1967, 1969); Ian Kneen (Australia, 1963, 
1964) and Murray McSkimming (RIP) (1962, 1966), pictured 
at Alexandra for the NZ Merino Shears 50th jubilee, 2011. 

100

Shannon Warnest at Alexandra 1995, holding what judge John 
Ferguson described as the cleanest shorn merino he had seen 
in 27 years of judging. We’ve given it the symbolic 100 not out!

*
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If	you	want	to	settle	down	with	good	conditions	and	
steady	work,	 shearing	or	woolhandling,	 you	 could	
find	a	place	in	the	Paewai	Mullins	team.		We	work	
for	some	great	people	and	we	have	some	great	people	
working	for	us.		There	is	always	room	for	one	more.

Phone:	06	374	4062	/	Fax	06	374	4153
Aria:	022	374	4062	
PO	Box	129,	Dannevirke	4942.
Email:	office@shearingnz.co.nz
Website:	shearingnz.co.nz

As	we	head	into	a	new	season	there	are	a	two	important	issues	
we	need	to	address:	The	appalling	non-wool	contamination	
statistics	(covered	elsewhere	in	 this	publication),	and	high	
seed	levels.

High seed levels (with particular relevance to pre-lamb 
clips):A	good	growing	season	also	applies	to	weeds	as	much	
as	grass.	This	season	it	is	expected	that	the	grass	and	seed	
levels,	especially	horehound,		will	be	significantly	higher	this	
season.	It	must	be	removed.
Grass,	 	hay,	and	some	seeds	 lie	parallel	 to	 the	fibre	and	

therefore	 difficult	 to	 remove	 during	 the	manufacturing	
process.	If	in	doubt	take	it	out.	
No	matter	whether	it	is	for	contract	or	going	to	auction	it	is	

important	that	the	clip	receives	full	preparation	and	removal	of	
seed/grass,	and	best	possible	classing	to	ensure	added	value.

Field Days:	A	 record	number	of	participants	attended	 the	
annual	NZ	Wool	Classers	industry	day	and	Annual	General	
Meeting	on	9	May	2019		at	the	Phar	Lap	Raceway,	Timaru.
The	90	or	so	attendees	ranged	from	classers,	woolhandlers,	
shed	 staff,	 farmers,	 brokers	 representatives,	 other	wool	
harvesting	related	industry	personnel	as	well	as	students	who	
are	at	present	studying	the	Certificate	in	Wool	Technology	
course.

There	were	 a	 variety	 of	 hands-on	wool	 identification	
exercises and a yield and micron assessment competition 
to	test	the	mettle	of	classers	and	prospective	classers	alike.
A	highlight	for	many	was	the	tour	of	the	Canterbury	Scour	

at	Washdyke,	just	one	of	two	remaining	scours	in	the	country	
and	the	only	one	operating	in	the	South	Island.	At	present	the	
wool	stores	are	full	to	the	brim	and	the	scour	is	working	at	
full	capacity	24/7,		putting	through	2500	bales	a	day	and	a	
million	kilograms	of	mainly	crossbred	wool	a	week	through	
the	two	lines.
Speakers	to	the	group	included:	Miles	Anderson	Federated	

Farmers	Meat	 	&	Wool	Industry	Group;	The	South	Island	
Procurement	Manager	 for	 PGG	Wrightson	Wool	 Rob	
Cochrane	who	advised	that	‘in-shed	preparation	remains	the	
key	to	providing	value	to	your	growers.	
‘Nothing	 has	 changed	 from	 the	way	wool	 should	 be	

prepared	–	putting	 like	with	 like.’	He	encouraged	classers	
and	wool	harvesting	staff	to	continue	the	high	standard	of	
preparation	of	last	season	and	to	make	sure	that	the	growers,	
particularly	 of	 stronger	wool,	 got	 to	 appreciate	 that	 by	
lowering	standards	will	not	assist	the	price	in	the		future;	a	
presentation	on	Tahi	Ngãtahi,	by	Bronwyn	Campbell;	Tracey	
Topp,	owner	of		‘Cosy	Toes’	who	encouraged	us	to	be	positive	
and	‘talk	about	how	much	wool	is	worth	to	the	planet’;	and	
Dr	Teri	McClelland	from	Southland	Institute	of	Technology	
that	wool	education	delivery	will	continue	in	the	immediate	
future	and	with	a	guarantee	from	the	Education	Minister	that	
anyone	who	has	started	the	course	will	finish	it.	
At	 the	AGM	two	new	board	members	were	welcomed:	

Margaret	Forde,	representing	classers,	and	Roger	Fuller	of	
CP	Wools,	representing	the	brokers.

Future field days:	We	are	in	the	planning	stage	for	future	days	
in the South Island: Lumsden (November), North Canterbury 
(early	October)	and	Balclutha.	Other	organisations	are	holding	
sessions	in	the	North	Island,	so	keep	a	look	out	for	those.

Merit Award winners taking part in the micron and yield 
assessment competition held at the Timaru field day in May. 
Among the participants were Sharlene Adamson (A2014), 
Christina Goodwin and Graeme Goodger (A1883).
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Merit Award Winners:
Micron:	Sharlene	Adamson	A2014,	
Yield:	Christina	Goodwin,
Micron	&	Yield:	Graeme	Goodger	A1883.

MERINO	(Sponsored	by	NZ	Merino)
Merit:	Rose	Barnett	 (Motueka-Nelson)	A1565	for	 the	clip	
‘Moutere	Station’.
Commendation:	Phillipa	McConway	(Blenheim)	A1864	for	
the	clip	‘Aschworth	Station’;	Mary	Satterthwaite	(Awatere	
Valley,	Blenheim)	M2150	for	the	clip	‘Muller	Station’.

NZ Wool Classers Association Industry day held at Phar Lap 
Raceway, Washdyke, Timaru on Thursday 9 May 2019. From 
left: Eric Laurenson, Nicky Blanchard, Graeme Goodger, 
Sharlene Adamson, Catherine Scurr, Julie Thompson and 
Christina Goodwin.

MID-MICRON	(Sponsored	by	CP	Wool)
Merit:		Nicky	Blanchard	(Tarras,	Upper	Clutha)	P2041	for	
the	clip	‘Long	Gully	Station’.
Commendation:	 Ian	Kofoed	 (Oamaru)	A2086	 for	 the	clip	
‘Invercroy	Station’;	Bruce	Abbott	A1456	(Mosgiel)	for	the	
clip	‘Horseshoe	Station’.

OWNER	CLASSER	(Sponsored	by	PGG	Wrightson	Wool)
Merit:Eric	Laurenson	(Paerau,	Maniototo)	FD620,	‘Burnbrae’.
Commendation:	Donald	MacKenzie	 (Hakataramea,	South	
Canterbury)	FD609,	 ‘Table	Top	Station’;	Catherine	Scurr	
(Cardrona	Valley,	Wanaka)	FM1617,	‘Tuohy’s	Gully	Station’;	
Susan	Macdonald	 (Awatere	Valley,	Blenheim)	FM2046,	
‘Middlehurst	 Station’;	 Sally	 Smith	 FM2138,	 (Awatere	
Valley,	Blenheim)	‘Awapiri	Station’;	Simon	Harvey	FD1017	
(Medway	Valley,	Blenheim)	‘Glen	Orkney	Station’;	Angus	
Sandall	FM2135	(Marlborough)	‘Upton	Fells	Station’.

NORTH	ISLAND	Sponsored	by	Brendan	Mahony	Shearing.
Merit:	 Julie	Thompson	 (Wanganui)	 FM2106,	 ‘Mangaiti	
Station’.

Q	STENCIL	(Sponsored	by	Peter	Lyon	Shearing)
Merit:	 Prudence	Heaney	 (Cromwell)	Q2158	 for	 the	 clip	
‘Kawerau	Station’.

Wool Research of New Zealand (WRONZ) and NZ 
Wool Classers Association Scholarships	awarded	for	the	
Wool	Technology	Course.	These	 scholarships	 have	been	
made	 available	by	WRONZ	who	are	 contributing	$5000	
annually	to	assist	students	to	complete	the	wool	course.	The	
following	 students	who	 started	 their	 course	 in	2018	were	
awarded	scholarships:	Malcolm	Dillion,	Marc	Ludlow,	Olivia	
McCorkindale,	Jenna	McLellan	and	Ella	Caves.	Students	that	
started	their	course	in	2019:	Mecaela	Lynch,	Ingrid	Neera,	
Christie Burn, Logan Kamura, Lucas Broughton Siemonel, 
Angela	Armstrong.

Congratulations:
The	NZWCA	is	very	proud	of	the	performances	of	two	of	
our	members,	Pagan	Karauria	 (M2120)	 representing	New	
Zealand	 and	Tina	Elers	 (A2129)	 representing	 the	Cook	
Islands,	who	competed	at	the	recent	All	Nations	and	World	
Shearing and Woolhandling Championships held at Le Dorat, 
in	France.	

You can follow us on the web via: http://www.woolclassers.
co.nz or www.facebook.com/NZWCA.

       E W E N I Q U E 
       S H E A R I N G
       PARTNERSHIP
We service a large Wairarapa client base and offer 
both permanent and seasonal positions for profes-
sionally motivated shearers and woolhandlers.  Full 
accommodation available.

Phone Rick MacLeod 06 377 1942
Members NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association

Former Ohai shearing contractor Daryn Murray (Integrity 
Shearing) has got himself well entrenched with a new line 
of business. Smart move, you might say. And Smart Move 
he has become, proprietor of an aptly-named, Invercargill-
based company producing tools and equipment especially 
designed to make moving heavy objects around so much 
simpler. We caught up with Daryn at the Mystery Creek 
Fieldays in June, demonstrating old ideas with his new 
innovations, such as the trolley above that lifts and locks 
awkward objects such as heavy drums and gas bottles, with 
others that have tipping mechanisms. All are designed with 
efficiency and health and safety to the forefront, Daryn says. 
Check out http://www.smartmoveproducts.co.nz/products/.
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The Welsh team at Le Dorat, from left: Elfed Jackson (blades), 
Gwenan Paewai (woolhandling), Richard Jones (machines), 
Rhydwyn Price (manager) Aled Jones (woolhandling), 
Rheinallt Hughes (blades) and Alun Lloyd Jones (machines).

Welsh wallop rest of the world 
By Tom Harding
Wales	could	hardly	have	hoped	for	a	better	world	champ-
ionships	in	France,	returning	home	with	the	two	‘big	ones’	
–	the	individual	shearing	and	wool	handling	world	titles.
Richard	 Jones	won	 the	 individual	machine	 shearing,	

making	him	 the	first	Welshman	 to	 ever	win	 the	 coveted	
title,	while	Aled	 Jones	 bought	 the	Des	Cook	Memorial	
Trophy	back	to	the	‘Land	of	Song’	for	the	third	time	now,	
after	Angharad	Lewis	(1998)	and	Bronwen	Tango	(2010).
Many	Welsh	supporters	who	were	in	Le	Dorat	felt	there	

was	a	palpable	sense	of	positivity,	team	spirit	and	self-belief	
around	the	team,	led	by	highly	respected	manager	Rhydwyn	
Price;	 this	 positive	 atmosphere	must	 have	 contributed	 to	
their	success.
Rhydwyn,	 Champion	 Shearer	 of	Wales	 2004,	 had	

predicted	months	beforehand	that	both	Richard	and	Aled	
were	capable	of	getting	into	the	top	two	or	three	if	things	
went	to	plan.	After	the	machine	shearing	final,	however,	his	
gut	feeling	was	that	Scotsman	Calum	Shaw	might	have	it.
‘To	be	honest	I	thought	he’d	done	enough,	and	then	he	was	

announced	fourth	so	I	totally	changed	my	mind,	I	thought,	
“this	changes	things	a	lot.”’
Richard	Jones	is	known	for	the	truly	exceptional	quality	

of	 his	 shearing;	 open	 shearers	who	 line	 up	 against	 him	
regularly	in	finals	at	United	Kingdom	(UK)	shows	know	
that	getting	half,	or	even	three-quarters	of	a	sheep	up	on	
him	just	isn’t	enough.		
Rhydwyn	believes	judging	is	evolving,	altering	the	blend	

of	quality	to	speed	needed	to	triumph.
‘The	judging	has	changed,	see.		We	have	to	be	quite	careful	

now	going	forward	that	we	do	get	the	job	right	because	the	
do-gooder	brigade	is	on	our	back	big	time,’	he	said.		
The	other	things	about	Richard	that	make	him	a	champion,	

Rhydwyn	believes,	are	that	he	is	so	controlled	under	pressure	
and absolutely meticulous in his preparation, leaving no 
stone	unturned	–	even	doing	his	homework	on	the	judges	
and	finding	out	how	hard	they	are	judging	out	the	back.	

Richard	 is	 from	Corwen	 in	North	Wales,	where	 the	31	
year-old	farms	sheep	and	beef	with	wife	Ffion	and	their	two	
daughters.		He	also	shears	around	18,000	sheep	in	the	UK	
season.	He	admits	that	it	was	a	‘bit	of	a	shock’	initially	being	
announced	world	champion,	and	it	took	a	while	to	sink	in,	
although	he	went	to	France	with	self-belief.		
‘You	have	 to	believe	you	can	do	 it,’	he	says,	 ‘–	 if	you	

thought	you	were	going	there	to	come	second	you’d	never	
win.		But,	to	actually	do	it	was	something	else.		You	know,	
I	said	to	Rhydwyn	at	Three	Counties	Show,	‘Rhyd	–	me	or	
Aled	could	win	this’	.	.	.	if	you’re	going	there	for	second	
or	third	you’ll	never	do	it,	will	you.		That’s	the	way	I	look	
at	it	anyway.’
Woolhandling	world	champion,	Aled,	has	decided	to	go	

out	on	a	high	and	put	his	broom	away	for	the	foreseeable	
future,	as	the	26	year-old	sheep	and	beef	farmer	from	mid-
Wales	 is	also	pretty	useful	with	 the	handpiece.	 	Asked	if	
he	 prefers	wool	 handling	 or	 shearing,	 ‘shearing!’	 is	 the	
emphatic	answer.	
On	9	August,	barely	a	month	after	returning	from	France,	

he	was	part	 of	 a	 four-stand	UK	and	YFC	 lamb	 shearing	
record,	posting	a	personal	9-hour	tally	of	644.		With	Lloyd	
Rees,	Hugh	Prothero	and	George	Gilbert,	the	four	sheared	
a	total	of	2,654	lambs,	raising	money	for	several	charities	
including	Wales	Air	Ambulance.
Team	manager	Rhydwyn	thinks	Aled’s	fitness	played	a	

big	part	in	his	success	in	France.		
‘He’s	worked	 on	 his	 fitness	 all	winter	 because	 of	 this	

record	–	he	just	jumps	about	like	a	Jack-in-the-Box	and	he	
makes	the	job	look	very	easy.		And	he’s	got	such	a	lot	of	
reach	as	well,	he	reaches	across	the	table	–	he	doesn’t	have	
to	run	around	it,	so	he	does	everything	from	one	side,	which	
saves	him	such	a	lot	of	time.
‘And	again,	like	Richard,’	Rhydwyn	says,	‘Aled	is	so	cool	

under	pressure.		He	went	into	that	final	as	if	he	was	going	to	
work	every	day.		Nothing	fazed	him,	he	knew	he	was	good	
enough	to	do	it	and	it	was	just	mind	over	matter.’

Welsh world beaters: Richard Jones (left) and Aled Jones.
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Golden Shears World Shearing and Woolhandling 
Championships, Le Dorat, France, 4-7 July 2019

Machine	shearing
Individual	final	 (20	sheep):	Richard	 Jones	 (Wales)	57.00	1;	
Rowland	 Smith	 (New	Zealand)	 57.950	 2;	Cam	Ferguson	
(New	Zealand)	59.800	3;	Ivan	Scott	(Ireland)	60.000	4;	Calum	
Shaw	(Scotland)	60.900	5;	Jack	Robinson	(Northern	Ireland)	
63.650	6.	

Teams	 (20	 sheep):	 Scotland	 (Gavin	Mutch/Calum	Shaw)	
56.700	1;	Wales	 (Alun	Lloyd	 Jones/Richard	 Jones)	 58.250	
2;	New	Zealand	 (Cam	Ferguson/Rowland	Smith)	61.800	3;	
England	(Adam	Berry/Stuart	Connor)	62.550	4;	France	(Loic	
Leygonie/Thimoleon	Resneau)	69.00	5;		Northern	Ireland	(Jack	
Robinson/Ivan	Scott)	69.60	6.

Blade	 shearing	 Individual	 (six	 sheep):	Allan	Oldfield	 (New	
Zealand)	58.450	1;	Mayenseke	Shweni	(South	Africa)	63.400	
2;	Bonile	Rabela	(South	Africa)	71.433	3;	Tony	Dobbs	(New	
Zealand)	 73.667	 4;	 Johnathon	Dalla	 (Australia)	 79.783	 5;	
Andrew	Mudge	(England)	86.800	6.	

Teams	(six	sheep):	New	Zealand	(Tony	Dobbs/Allan	Oldfield)	
68.233	1;	South	Africa	 (Bonile	Rabela/Mayenseke	Shweni)	
73.400	2;	England	 (Andrew	Mudge/George	Mudge)	88.200	
3;	Australia	(Johnathon	Dalla/Ken	French)	93.567	4;	Ireland	
(Peter	Heraty/Martin	Hopkins)	 100.417	 5;	 Scotland	 (Mark	
Armstrong/William	Craig)	112.633	6.

Woolhandling:
Individual:	Aled	 Jones	 (Wales)	 121.00	 1;	 Rosie	Kennan	
(Scotland)	130.60	2;	Pagan	Karauria	(New	Zealand)	141.30	
3;	Sheree	Alabaster	(New	Zealand)	149.70	4.

Teams:	New	Zealand	(Sheree	Alabaster/Pagan	Karauria)	165.70	
1;	Scotland	(Rosie	Keenan/Audrey	Lamb)	187.30	2;	France	
(Lucie	Grancher/Adele	Lemercier)	193.70	3.

All Nations events:
Shearing:
Open	 (20	 sheep):	Richard	 Jones	 (Wales)	 62.95	1;	Rowland	
Smith	(New	Zealand)	63.90	2;	Gavin	Mutch	(Scotland)	66.85	
3;	 Jack	Fagan	 (New	Zealand)	67.55	4;	 Ivan	Scott	 (Ireland)	
69.20	5;	Cam	Ferguson	(New	Zealand)	71.05	6.

Senior	(12	sheep):	Alex	Smith	(New	Zealand)	51.12	1;	Llyr	
Jones	(Wales)	52.95	2;	Marley	Waihape	(New	Zealand)	55.31	
3;	Felix	Cesbron	(France)	58.66	4;	Joe	Boylan	(Ireland)	64.80	
5;	Joseph	Stephens	(Ireland)	67.583	6.

Intermediate	 (6	 sheep):	Viktor	Larsson	 (Sweden)	 48.10	 1;	
Emily	Chamelin	 (United	States)	 49.66	 2;	 Joanne	Devaney	
(Ireland)	49.88	3;	Pierre-Alain	Demierre	(France)	51.487	4;	
Sven	Scheffler	(Germany)	54.50	5;	Marie	Prebble	(England)	
59.05	6.

Junior	 (5	 sheep):	Lucie	Grancher	 (France)	 43.40	 1;	Lucas	
Woznlezko	(France)	48.75	2;	Kevin	Burke	(Ireland)	50.5	3;	
Melissa	Roth	(France)	50.55	4;	Karolin	Bunting	(Germany)	
51.05	5;	William-Louis	Clavel	(France)	6.

Blades	 (6	 sheep):	Mayenseke	Shweni	 (South	Africa)	 63.81		
1;	 Bonile	 Rabela	 (South	Africa)	 71.81	 2;	Allan	Oldfield	
(New	Zealand)	 74.80	3;	Martin	Hopkins	 (Ireland)	 92.11	4;	
Loic	Jauberthie	(France)	94.38	5;	Sam	McConnell	(Northern	
Ireland)	97.51	6.

Woolhandling:
Open:	Pagan	Karauria	(New	Zealand)	162.4	1;	Audrey	Lamb	
(Scotland)	183.2	2;	Aled	Jones	 (Wales)	187.0	3;	Tina	Elers	
(Cook	Islands)	244.2	4.

Above left: world champions at wool-
handling, Pagan Karauria and Sheree 
Alabaster with team manager, Ken 
Payne. Above opposite: New Zealand’s 
team marching to an official reception: 
front rowers Rowland Smith, Sheree 
Alabaster and Cam Ferguson. Opposite: 
Arguably the surprise result at the world 
championships – New Zealanders 
Tony Dobbs and Alan Oldfield winning 
individual and teams blades titles. 
Others from left: Christophe Riffaud, 
Dobbs, George Graham, Greg Herrick, 
Oldfield, Payne, Mayenseke Schweni, 
Bonile Rabela, Izak Klopper (South 
Africa) and George Mudge (England). 
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Rodney Macdonald, some years ago 
with the trappings of success at Raglan’s 
(now defunct) Western Shears. The 
trophy below is a bit more difficult to 
get your hands on, unless your name 
happens to be Tony Dobbs. But John 
Kennedy of Timaru won the coveted 
blades championship at Christchurch 
in 1977 and again in 2005 (titles a mere 
28 years apart!), joining the likes of the 
Karaitiana brothers, Sno Roffey, Donny 
Hammond, Paul Rose, Peter Casserly 
and Peter Burnett among the other 
multiple winners.

Changed your address?
Please remember to let us know so 
we can keep our distribution labels 

up to date. Phone 0274 833 465
Email shearingmag@xtra.co.nz
or Private message on Facebook

(Shearing magazine)

We have experienced  staff available for 
shearing crossbreeds & Merinos.

We pride ourselves in going the extra mile!

Operating 2 Hecton Tandem  
Crutching Trailers.  

Servicing South  Canterbury through to Otago.  
Inviting new and existing customers to give us a call.

07
14

23
C

73
27

It was more than just New Zealand’s 
(and the world’s) rugby community that 
mourned the loss of Sir Brian Lochore, 
who died at his Wairarapa home on 3 
August 2019 after a period of illness.  
‘BJ’ as he was known to all and sundry, 
is pictured above at the launch of the 
Golden Shears 50th jubilee book at the 
Woolshed, Masterton, in March 2010. 
An iconic New Zealander and farmer, 
he competed as a lower grade shearer 
at the first Golden Shears in 1961 and 
maintained a strong interest in the 
event. RIP Great man.

Waimate Shears
The	52nd	Waimate	Shears	this	year	is	
on	Friday	and	Saturday	11/12	October	at	
the	Waimate	A&P	Showgrounds.
Always	 looking	 to	 the	 future,	we	

have recently completed the addition 
of	a	media	 room,	 sponsored	courtesy	
of	Makikihi	Fries,	from	which	we	will	
be able to live stream our event to the 
world.		It	will	also	make	viewing	events	
even	better	with	a	drop-down	screen	that	
will	show	close-ups	of	competitors	and	
their	skills.

We have expanded our programme 
this	 year	 to	 include	 two	new	events,	
women’s	machine	shearing,	and	novice	
machine	shearing.	Both	are	becoming	
increasingly	popular	around	the	country.	
We	welcome	Waimate	Accountants	
sponsoring	 the	woman’s	 event	 and	
Waimate	Shearing	the	novice	event.	The	
Father	&	Son	event	will	again	take	place	
Saturday	afternoon	and	should	provide	
some	light	entertainment.		
We	will	again	welcome	the	Australian	

Blade	 shearing	 team	 for	 the	 annual	
Trans-Tasman	Test	against	our	National	
team	of	Allan	Oldfield	(Geraldine)	and	
Tony	Dobbs	(Fairlie).
We	 look	 forward	 to	 welcoming	

Shearing Sports NZ Chairman, Sir 
David	Fagan,	Warren	Parker	(Shearing	
Sports North Island President) and 
Michael	Hogan	(Shearing	Sports	South	
Island	President)	 as	we	acknowledge	
the	recent	achievements	of	our	National	
team	in	France.

Phone Colin on 022 183 2200
or 06 879 5553

Like to come shearing in the 
sunny Hawkes Bay? 

We have jobs available from mid-
May to end of September and 
mid-October through to March for 
seasonal  staff. 

If you’d like to move here  to live 
we have permanent positions 
available for the right people. All 
you need is a good work ethic and 
your gear.

Accommodation available. 

Sponsor, North Island Woolhandling Circuit

Shearing magazine
Become a subscriber!  

Note: Two-year sub now $30.00 
(up from $20.00)

See page 3 for details or just email 
shearingmag@xtra.co.nz

It’s that easy!
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Work available in Central Hawkes 
Bay from mid-November to end 
January for reliable, experienced 
shearers and shedhands.

 Member NZ Shearing Contractors Ass’n

Busy North Canterbury run 
Clean, reliable staff wanted
Mainshear November-April
Pre-lamb May-September

New client enquiries welcome

Phone Mike Morgan
021 251 7742

Tribute to the cooks: Top left: Anne ‘Pappy’ Robinson (from August 1995 at Otematata Station); Joy and Arthur Broadwith 
at Tautane, March 1997; Hine Paewai, November 1993. Bottom left: Diane Kernan, November 1989; June Heatherington, 
August 2010 (obituary); Horiana Ropiha at Terawhiti, March 1994.
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VACANCIES AVAILABLE
FOR QUALITY SHEARERS AND 

WOOLHANDLERS
STARTING IN MAINSHEAR, 

NOVEMBER 2018
ALL ENQUIRIES TO JOE OR WIKI

VACANCIES AVAILABLE
FOR QUALITY SHEARERS AND 

WOOLHANDLERS
STARTING IN MAINSHEAR, 

NOVEMBER 2019
ALL ENQUIRIES TO JOE OR WIKI   
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(From Papers Past: Northern Advocate 5 January 1924)
In	an	up-country	woolshed	near	Wanganui,	William	Higgins	
shore	406	sheep	in	a	day.	This	performance	[in	February	
1923]	made	him	a	world’s	champion.	The	achievement	calls	
for	narration,	and	the	laurels	of	fame	for	an	athletic	triumph.
It	is	usual	for	international	heroes	to	make	trial	by	combat	

in	an	arena,	and	in	the	presence	of	thousands.	
The	 athlete	 has	 his	Olympiad,	 the	 fighting	man	 his	

stadium,	and	the	oarsman	a	river	for	his	regatta.	Higgins	had	
a	woolshed	for	a	stage,	and	only	his	mates	for	an	audience
Instead	of	Press	and	cinema	to	bear	witness	to	his	ability,	

and	to	spread	his	reputation	far	and	wide,	his	fame	is	in	print	
only	on	the	wall	of	the	shed,	and	in	stencilled	lettering	read	
–	‘W	Higgins,	406’.	His	real	publicity	agents	are	shearing	
gangs	of	New	Zealand.	Set	eyes	on	William	Higgins	and	see	
a	fair-haired	six-footer	of	fourteen	stone	and	29	years.	He	is	
clad	in	blue	denims	and	sleeveless	jersey.	His	bare	arms	are	
fleshy	but	show	suppleness.	His	feet	are	in	sack	moccasins.	
Bowyangs,	belt	and	braces	(made	of	string	and	motor	tubes)	
complete	his	raiment.
Higgins,	 going	 for	 a	 tally,	 seems	 at	 ease.	His	 gear	 is	

ready,	 handpiece	 oiled,	 port-hole	 open.	He	 chats	with	 a	
mate,	glances	into	the	pen,	spots	his	first	sheep,	peeps	out	
of	the	window.	Without	looking	he	knows	the	boss	is	about	
to	strike	the	starting	bell.	He	appears	disinterested	but	is	as	
tense	as	a	sprinter.	
‘Clang!’	He	is	in	the	pen	–	no	noise,	no	fuss.	His	sheep	

must	be	kept	quiet.	He	backs	through	the	pull-out	dragging	
his	first.	A	quick	glance	notes	his	next	–	that	bareheaded	ewe	
which	he	knows	will	be	in	the	same	place	when	wanted.	He	
could	find	it	blindfolded.	It	must	be	so	if	seconds	are	to	be	
saved,	and	big	figures	made.	
He	starts	on	the	right	side,	a	quick	trim	here	and	there,	and	

down	goes	the	machine	on	the	flank;	wool	that	is	not	free	
breaks	on	his	powerful	forearm	as	the	blow	drives	down	the	
side	of	the	leg;	the	wool	parts	from	the	track	of	the	comb,	
and	pink	gleaming	skin	appears.
Up	the	right,	down	the	left	of	the	brisket.	Across	the	belly	

–	across,	across	–	his	free	hand	throwing	aside	the	falling	
wool.	He	curves,	with	lissom	wrist,	a	pliant	blow	around	
the	crutch.	Drawing	the	sheep	to	him	he	shears	the	left	leg	
to	the	tail.	Then	to	the	head,	and	off	comes	the	forelock.	
Now	the	ragged	ends	on	the	breast.	Up	the	neck	he	thrusts	

under	the	wool,	the	machine	coming	out	behind	the	right	
ear;	the	loop	on	his	arm	he	breaks	with	a	quick	backward	
pull	leaving	in	sight	bare	neck.	Thus	he	opens	his	sheep.
He	finished	the	neck,	setting	it	to	him	by	twisting	the	head.	

The	cheeks	are	done,	and	turning,	always	quietly	turning,	a	
half-shorn	shoulder	is	finished	with	a	couple	of	downward	
strokes	before	dropping	the	sheep	to	clean	up	the	ribs.	Now,	
with	long	sweeping	blows	from	tail	to	neck,	the	fleece	rolls	
off	in	waves	of	gold.	
Then	Higgins	 straightens	 and	 shears	 the	 last	 shoulder,	

down	the	last	side,	along	the	last	leg,	and	the	ewe,	naked,	
stripped	of	her	property,	is	looking	out	of	the	porthole.	She	
has	been	one	minute	on	the	board;	a	push,	and	out	she	goes.
The	next	will	take	no	longer.	Higgins	breaks	downwards	

from	shoulder	to	leg	–	a	touch	in	the	crutch	–	over	the	belly	
–	over	the	tail	–	a	snick	at	the	forelock	–	up	the	‘boomerang’	

with	a	smile	–	a	few	jabs	on	the	shoulder	–	the	long	blows	
and	then	onto	the	floor	–	and	Madame	Barehead	joins	her	
mate	in	the	court.
Higgins	is	off	again	and	dragging	that	sheep	with	the	free	

wool	through	the	pull-out.	‘Isn’t	he	a	tradesman!’	murmurs	
the	boss	in	admiration.	Tradesman!	Athlete	is	 the	correct	
word.	He’s	 racing.	Every	muscle	 from	head	 to	 toe	 is	 in	
concentrated	action.	Brain	and	eye	are	working	in	unison	
with	hand	and	arm.	
Bending	and	swaying	and	balanced	he	holds	a	full-grown	

sheep	under	perfect	control,	his	strong	right	swinging	and	
driving	with	perfect	accuracy	and	rhythm.
Alongside	 is	 a	mate,	 a	 pacer,	 a	 ‘six-furlong	 horse’	

stretching	him	to	the	utmost.	The	competitive	spirit	drives	
them.	Pace	is	the	whole	thing	–	pace	that	depends	upon	study,	
training,	accuracy	and	resolution.	Each	blow	is	perfect;	there	
is	no	going	back;	every	second	must	be	saved.	Long	blows,	
short	blows,	straight	and	curved;	they	are	all	gauged	to	a	
nicety	and	made	with	a	precision	that	no	boxer,	no	oarsman,	
no	golfer	can	surpass.
All	the	day	long,	for	nine	solid	hours,	Higgins	must	go	for	

it.	The	shed	is	like	an	oven.	Sweat	breaks	out	on	his	brow,	
trickles	down	his	face,	and	drops	to	the	floor.	How	he	aches!	
His	back	is	nearly	broken	with	bending;	his	legs	quiver	with	
the	strain	of	gripping;	his	ankles	are	tortured;	his	brain	rings	
from	the	punching	of	the	engine	and	the	whirr	of	the	pulleys.
At	it.	Another	sheep,	a	living	hundred-weight,	is	dragged	

to	the	stand.	Downward	he	drives	from	the	shoulder	–	a	touch	
on	the	crutch	–	over	the	belly	–	a	snick	at	the	forelock	–	up	
the	‘boomerang’	with	a	smile	–	a	few	jabs	on	the	shoulder	–	
the	long	blows	and	then	to	the	‘whipping’	side	–	downward	
blows	to	the	floor	–	and	out	she	goes	through	the	port-hole.	
And	 then	 –	 another.	Holding,	 pressing,	 turning,	 and	 the	
‘other	bloke’	pushing	him	all	the	time	–	so	the	day	goes	on.
406	sheep,	and	ewes	at	that,	is	Higgins	tally	for	a	day.	
Over	twenty	tons	of	living	weight	he	drags,	throws	and	

holds	–	a	feat	of	pace,	power	and	endurance	that	raises	it	to	
the	highest	rank	of	physical	prowess.		(To	p13)

Bill Higgins – a day in the life

Main photo: The legendary Bill Higgins on his way to 
shearing a world record 406 sheep in nine hours near 
Whanganui, February 1923. A good three kilograms of wool 
on that floor, would you say?
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(From	p12)	Higgins	 uses	 the	 broad	 comb.	He	 has	 an	
ingenious	contrivance,	a	patent	rack	of	his	own	invention,	
which	 starts	 and	 stops	 the	machine.	The	weight	 of	 his	
handpiece	on	the	rack	cuts	off	the	power.	
The	act	of	raising	it	throws	the	over-head	gear	into	action	

again.	Thus,	from	the	moment	he	grabs	his	handpiece	he	is	
ready	for	action,	a	second	or	two	is	saved,	and	his	left	hand	
never	leaves	the	sheep.
William	Higgins’	 record	 tally	was	made	at	Mr	Bradley’s	

shed	at	Moumahaki,	 in	February	1923,	when	he	shore	406	
Romney-Lincoln	ewes	right	out	of	the	pen,	in	nine	hours.	In	
the	first	run	of	two	hours	78	sheep	were	shorn.	In	the	next	four	
runs	of	one	and	three-quarter	hours	each	he	shore	80,	82,	85	and	
81	respectively.	In	the	final	sprint,	ten	sheep	were	finished	in	
ten	minutes,	and	Higgins,	it	is	said,	‘finished	fresh	as	a	daisy.’	
Two	combs	were	broken	during	the	feat.	
The	 records	of	William	Higgins	can	be	verified	beyond	

question,	and	entitle	him	to	rank	as	the	shearer	with	the	greatest	
tally	to	his	credit,	and	the	champion	pacer	in	the	woolsheds	of	
the	world.	(Adapted)

Want to make money this mainshear?
Then	come	work	the	season	with	us.	We	have	plenty	
of	sheep	to	put	in	front	of	you,	from	start	of	December,	
to	mid-March.	Join	us	for	the	full	season	or	come	after	
New	Year.
*			There’s	plenty	of	campout	work	with	9-hour	days	
and	lots	of	lambs	to	shear.		We	work	over	a	wide	area,	so	
weather	doesn’t	often	stop	us.		At	the	end	of	the	season,	
it’s	all	about	how	many	sheep	you	got	to	shear.		When	
you	work	with	us,	the	answer	is	‘plenty’.	The	Shearing	
Contractors’	Association	 recommended	 rate	 for	 2nd	
shear	crossbreds	this	season	is	$2.03	All	Up.		We	are	
paying 6 cents over that:
   NZSCA  Us
$/ewe or lamb  $1.65  $1.69 
Plus Holiday Pay @ 8% $0.13  $0.14 
Plus Gear Allowance $0.20  $0.20
Plus Kiwisaver  $0.05  $0.05
ALL UP  $2.03  $2.09 

*			We’ve	got	jobs	for	good	woolhandlers	and	pressers	
too:	experienced	shedstaff	are	paid	between	$21	and	
$27,	PLUS	20	mins/day	 for	 paid	 rest	 breaks,	 PLUS	
8%	 holiday	 pay	 and	 PLUS	 3%	Kiwisaver.	 	 PLUS	
woolhandlers	get	an	extra	$3/hour	when	the	shed	ratio	
is	2	shearers	to	1	woolhandler.	
 
*			PLUS	we	pay	STATUTORY	HOLIDAYS:	there	are	
SIX stats over the mainshear period (Xmas, Boxing Day, 
2	at	New	Years,	Anniversary	Day	and	Waitangi	Day).		So	
up	to	6	days	you’ll	get	paid	to	have	the	day	off.		Plenty	
of	contractors	are	still	not	paying	stats,	despite	it	being	
the	law.		Come	work	with	us	and	be	treated	fairly.		

*			Life	with	us	is	fully	catered:	we	provide	your	smokos	
and	lunch,	nothing	for	you	to	do.		If	you’re	staying	in	our	
accommodation,	then	you’ll	get	breakfast	and	dinner	as	
well.		You	don’t	need	a	vehicle:	we	take	you	to	work	in	
our	vans.		And	we	pay	in	full,	each	week,	every	week.

*   We employ an experienced trainer at our cost, not 
yours.		He’s	there	to	help	you	shear	faster	and	better,	
plus	improve	your	gear	prep	skills.	The	best	training	is	
day-after-day,	not	one-off.

*			We	have	two	good	accommodation	bases:	just	outside	
of	Taihape	 and	Taumarunui.	 	Both	 towns	with	 good	
facilities:	Farmlands	stores	for	gear,	24-hour	BPs	and	
…	Macca’s.		There	are	separate	bedrooms	for	couples.	
It costs $25/night to stay at the base, including your 
breakfast	and	dinner.		
So, just do it. Give us a ring to reserve your place.

Charlie Burton: 027 251 1111
Ewen Mackintosh: 027 251 4444

Tom reckons that’s a box!
That’s	a	box,	Shearing mag!	The	first	100	–	arguably	the	
most	satisfying	tally	of	all?		200	is	great	–	you’re	officially	
a	‘shearer’,	300	even	better	–	you’re	a	‘real	shearer’	...	
400,	500,	600	and	you’re	above	average,	although	even	
these	tallies	don’t	raise	the	eyebrows	that	they	used	to;	
you almost have to do a 700, 800 or even 900 on crossbred 
lambs	to	get	really	talked	about	these	days.
But	who,	if	they	are	honest	and	can	truly	remember	how	

it	felt	all	that	time	ago	as	a	youngster,	can	really	say	that	
anything	matches	the	satisfaction	of	seeing	those	three	
numbers,	1	–	0	–	0	appear	on	their	tally	counter,	or	in	the	
tally	book	for	the	first	ever	time?		It	goes	hand-in-hand	
with	that	youthful	stage	of	your	life	where	everything	is	
ahead	of	you	and	anything	is	possible	–	yes,	anything,	
given	enough	time,	hard	work	and	maybe	just	a	little	bit	
of	luck.

Well done Shearing!	Go	hard,	keep	working	on	those	
blows,	your	 footwork	and	 that	gear,	and	here’s	 to	 that	
two-hundy!	(Tom Harding)

John Hodder dancing with wools, Golden Shears 2019.
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We	have	vacancies	 for	professional	
shearers, shedhands and pressers to 
staff	our	Ashburton-based	shearing	run.	
We	offer	excellent	accommodation,	
top	pay	rates	and	steady,	year-round	
work	with	busy	main-shear	and	pre-
lamb	runs.

Phone: Office 03 302 7541; 
Grant Smith 0272 413  010 

By Des Williams
‘Twas	 the	 afternoon	 tea	 break	 at	 the	
New	Zealand	 championships,	 earlier	
this	year.	He	caught	my	eye	from	about	
three	metres	away	and	asked,	‘Do	I	get	
a	right	of	reply?’
No	 further	 explanation	 necessary,	

I	 knew	 immediately	 what	 he	 was	
on	 about.	 ‘He’	 is	Marcel	Thwaites,	
shearing	 judge	from	Feilding,	with	a	
‘cultivation’	 hanging	 from	 his	 chin	
that	any	man	aspiring	to	grow	whiskers	
would	be	proud	of.	
We’d	published	a	photo	of	Marcel	in	

the August 2018 Shearing	magazine	
and described him in the caption as 
‘Sheepee	with	a	Goatee’.	You	generally	
write	these	things	in	the	hope	that	no	
offence	will	be	taken	where	no	offence	
is	 intended.	So,	 the	 reassurance	was	
immediate	–	‘Sure,	you	have	a	right	of	
reply.’	And	for	the	moment,	a	promise	
to	‘catch	up’	later	sealed	the	deal.	
Time	flies	and	the	winter	months	are	

rolling	by	before	we	get	the	chance	to	
chat.	Marcel	 is	 a	North	 Island-based	
Southlander, born and raised by his 
grandparents	 at	Wyndham.	He	 has	
Kai	Tahu	and	Waitaha	iwi	affiliations	
and	 the	Thwaites	 line	 goes	 back	 six	
generations	in	the	south.	‘The	English	
side	of	 the	 family	 traces	back	 to	 the	
Vikings,	with	a	bit	of	gypsy	 in	 there	
as	well,	just	to	muddy	the	waters,’	he	
explains.	Or	should	 that	be	 to	enrich	
the	blood!
By	 the	 time	 Marcel	 was	 high	

school	 age	 he’d	 started	 	working	 in	
neighbouring shearing sheds during 
holidays,	earning	money.
‘My	grandfather	wanted	me	to	work	

Marcel Thwaites – the right of reply

Marcel Thwaites – Chefee with a goatee
with	my	head	instead	of	my	hands	so	
he	wasn’t	 too	keen	on	my	becoming	
a	shearer.	I	tended	to	agree	with	him	
to some extent, and I entertained the 
thought	 of	 going	 to	 university	 and	
studying	law.	But	there	were	no	student	
loans	in	those	days	(early-1980s)	so	I	
thought	 I’d	work	 in	 the	sheds	until	 I	
had	some	money	saved	up.’
Marcel	 recalls	 a	 typical	 start	with	

his	first	contractor,	Lloyd	Wilkinson.	
‘First	 the	broom,	 then	 the	press,	 and	
eventually	 the	handpiece.	Lloyd	was	
one	of	 those	 slow	hand	guys,	 a	very	
clean shearer and a shearing instructor 
as	well,	so	I	was	getting	the	best	advice	

and	 guidance	 right	 from	 the	 start.	
“Shear every sheep as clean as you can, 
don’t	worry	 about	 tallies!”	 It	wasn’t	
long	 before	 I’d	 become	 passionate	
about	 shearing	 and	 any	 thoughts	 of	
going	to	law	school	fell	by	the	way.’
From	 Southland,	Marcel	went	 to	

Central Otago to try his hand on the 
merinos.	He	worked	for	John	Stringer	
at	 Ranfurly	 and	 found	 himself	 in	
company	with	 top	 class	 fine	wool	
shearers	who	were	willing	to	pass	on	
their	 knowledge	 of	 those	 different	
skills.	He	also	worked	awhile	with	Paul	
Kahukura	at	Omakau,	and	with	Stan	
Hiroti	at	Wedderburn.
Between	Otago	and	Southland	Marcel	

found	enough	work	to	keep	busy	and	
didn’t have to think about travelling 
any	 further	 afield.	 He	 spent	 some	
time	at	Balfour,	working	 for	Gordon	
Kawau,	 and	 established	 a	 friendship	
with	 Joe	Clarke	 at	Riversdale,	while	
rubbing	 shoulders	with	 the	 likes	 of	
Gerald	Hoera,	Robbie	Tai	and	others,	
as	well	as	the	North	Island	guns	who	
used	 to	 come	down	 and	 support	 the	
Riversdale	Show.	
Marcel	then	spent	about	five	years	at	

Milton,	during	the	late	1990s,	working	
for	Ron	Davis,	before	ending	up	back	
in	 Southland,	 working	 for	 Haddie	
Smith	 at	Mataura	 from	 2001-2003.
It	was	during	his	 time	in	Milton	that	
he	developed	an	interest	in	judging	at	
competitions	 and	got	 to	 the	 stage	 of	
doing	some	dummy	cards	with	Bruce	
Walker.	 Before	 that	 could	 be	 taken	
much	further	however,	Marcel	decided	
to	try	a	change	of	occupation.	

He realised he had an interest in 
cooking	almost	by	accident.	Helping	
out	at	a	barbecue,	he’d	found	the	bloke	
beside	him	was	a	chef,	who	didn’t	care	
to	be	‘doing	for	fun	what	he	got	paid	
to	 do	during	 the	week.’	But	 it	made	
Marcel	 realise	he	 too	had	an	 interest	
in	preparing	food.
‘So,	 I	 hung	 up	 the	 handpiece	 and	

enrolled	 in	 a	 two-year	 course	 at	 the	
Southland	 Institute	 of	Technology.	 I	
was	only	able	to	make	that	change	with	
the	 considerable	help	 and	 support	of	
my	partner,	Geraldine	Turipa,	and	the	
kids.	It	meant	my	going	from	earning	
a	good	wage	to	living	on	a	student	loan	
while	I	was	doing	my	training	so	we	
were	 definitely	 feeling	 the	 crunch	 at	
that	time.			(To	page	15)

There’s far too many of these on country 
roads between shearing shed and home. 
Make sure they don’t have to put your 
name on one of them.

DRUNK	DRIVER
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‘Geraldine	 is	 from	 a	well-known	East	Coast	 shearing	
family	with	Nick,	 her	 father,	 and	 John,	 her	 uncle.	Their	
father	Jock	also	had	a	shearing	run	at	Gisborne.’
Suitably	qualified,	Marcel	found	employment	at	the	Gore	

RSA,	where	he	worked	for	about	a	year.	Then	for	family	
reasons	 came	 a	move	 to	 the	North	 Island	 and	 a	 chef’s	
position	in	Palmerston	North.	Then	when	the	job	at	Murray’s		
Irish	Bar	in	Feilding	came	up	he	applied	and	has	been	there	
for	about	11	years	now.	It	wasn’t	long	before	that	change	of	
location	brought	him	back	in	contact	with	shearing.
‘One	night	before	 the	Manawatu	Show	[2010	 	maybe]	

Alan	 Pretious	 brought	 all	 the	 out-of-town	 judges	 into	
Murray’s		for	an	evening	meal.	Alan	and	I	got	talking	and	I	
just	happened	to	mention	how	I’d	done	those	dummy	cards	
with	Bruce	Walker,	down	south	all	those	years	earlier.	Before	
long Alan had me out at a shed and despite the time lapse, 
we	were	 soon	comparing	notes	and	finding	our	opinions	
pretty	close	together.	That	led	to	my	first	official	judging	
stint,	at	the	Levin	Show.
It	[Manawatu]	is	a	great	area	to	be	involved	in	the	sport	

–	there	are	so	many	great	guys	to	work	with	both	here	and	
next	door	in	the	Wairarapa.	I’ve	been	doing	12	to	14	shows	
a year to gain as much experience as I can and I have been 
really	privileged	to	judge	at	the	New	Zealand	championships	
in	Te	Kuiti	for	the	past	three	years.
‘I	guess	everyone	wants	to	judge	at	Golden	Shears	too	and	

I	hope	that	might	happen	for	me	some	time	in	the	future,	
but	for	the	moment	I	judge	wherever	and	whenever	I	can	
and	just	enjoy	the	whole	experience.
‘I’ve	been	lucky	in	that	I’ve	only	had	two	full-time	jobs	

in	my	life	and	loved	both	with	a	passion.	I	was	shearing	for	
more	than	25	years	and	I’ve	been	a	chef	now	for	15	years	
and	like	shearing	and	judging,	preparing	high	quality	food	
requires	passion	aplenty.	It’s	not	the	glamorous	job	it’s	made	
out	 to	be	on	 television	but	 the	challenge	of	starting	with	
nothing,	or	an	empty	plate	so	to	speak,	and	creating	food	
that	people	can	enjoy	is	immensely	satisfying.	
‘I’ve	heard	commentators	at	shows	describe	some	sheep	

as	 being	 so	 cleanly	 shorn	you	 could	 eat	 your	 dinner	 off	
them.	But	I	think	I’ll	leave	that	to	some	other	restaurant,	
and	some	other	chef!’

This monster looks clean enough to eat your dinner off, if 
you don’t mind standing up to eat! (From Shearing, March 
1994 – Clifford Hawk of Highland, Kansas sent us the photo 
of his ‘Moose’, 18 months old and 190.6 kg!)

Above and below: A sad end to the old shearing quarters 
at Ohai, Southland, most recently owned by Daryn Murray, 
formerly of Integrity Shearing. A ‘second home’ to many 
hundreds over the past decades. Destroyed by fire in 
‘suspicious circumstances’ on 23 March 2019. 
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Phillip Apirana Hawkins of Martinborough lost his life in 
a traffic accident on 16 January 2019, aged 39. Known far 
and wide as ‘Jox’ or PJ, Hawkins was a long-time employee 
of Masterton contractors, Shear Expertise. He leaves behind 
his fiancé Muriwai, children Karizma and Keanu, as well as 
brothers Kodi and Bou-dean and sister-in-law Melissa. He 
was pre-deceased by another daughter, Indiah. 

PJ’s brother Kodi Hawkins contributes the following 
thoughts and words by way of tribute to his inspirational 
and sorely-missed older brother: 
Jox	was	very	well	known	and	was	loved	by	many	for	his	

work	ethics,	charm,	talent,	leadership,	humour,	personality	
and	knowledge.	Along	with	making	a	difference,	his	passion	
for	shearing	and	the	ability	to	turn	a	long	boring	day	into	an	
entertaining,	fun	day.	
Introducing	his	pull	cord	to	all	the	woolhandlers	that	were	

working	on	him	making	them	pull	it	on	and	off.	Calling	out	
CHANGE	 if	 they	didn’t,	 just	 for	 laughs.	Giving	 learners	
advice	to	make	them	better	at	their	job,	in	a	manner	where	
it	made	them	improve	their	skills	which	benefited	them	for	
their	future	in	the	industry,	be	they	shearers,	woolhandlers	
or	 pressers.	Telling	 them,	 ‘The	better	 you	get,	 the	 faster	
your	work	ethics	become	noticed.	Resulting	in	an	increase	
in	wages	and	the	confidence	to	venture	to	other	contractors,	
here	in	New	Zealand,	and	abroad.	
I	was	once	one	of	 those	 learners,	 letting	me	know	my	

wrongs	 and	making	 it	 right.	 Showing	me	 timing	 and	
coordination,	shaping	me	into	the	woolhandler	I	am	today.	
Never	 giving	up	 on	me,	 knowing	 I	 had	what	 it	 takes	 to	
make	it	to	the	top.	Determination,	strength	and	the	hunger	
for	money.	Not	only	our	‘Lil	Bro’	and	I,	but	so	many	others.	
Using	his	shearing	ability,	knowledge	and	talent	to	teach,	
improve	and	inspire	a	lot	of	shearers.	Showing	them	shearing	
tips	such	as	foot	work,	sheep	positioning,	composure	and	
how	to	prepare	your	gear,	with	detailed	reasons	why.	
He	was	gifted	with	a	natural	technique	and	shearing	pattern	

that	made	his	job	seem	effortless,	full	combing	on	most,	if	
not	every	blow.	Once	doing	a	top	shed	tally	of	701	in	one	
day,	keeping	a	consistent	daily	tally	average	between	300-
350	ewes	and	350-400	lambs.	
Very	rarely	would	you	see	him	struggling	with	his	sheep,	

having	it	positioned	properly	and	knowing	not	to	put	pressure	
on	it.	Slow	and	steady	wins	the	race,	as	he	would	tell	our	Lil	
Bro.	If	you	were	willing	to	pay	attention,	watch,	listen	and	
learn,	he	had	the	time	and	patience	to	show	you	‘the	way’	
and	loved	giving	tips	and	advice	if	you	asked	him.	
He	also	had	‘the	gift	of	the	gab’	when	it	came	to	contractors	

and	farmers,	with	an	ability	to	make	even	the	grumpiest	ones	
laugh.	It	was	usually	the	grumpy	ones	that	loved	him	more	
for	his	loud	and	funny	humour	and	how	honestly	straight	
up	he	was.	Making	 sure	 the	 team	was	happy	and	 loving	
the	job.	When	the	team	was	happy,	the	job	was	done	in	an	
entertaining	and	timely	manner.	
Making	the	environment	in	our	workplace	pump	to	the	

extent	where	you	couldn’t	wait	for	the	next	day	when	you’d	
be	working	 in	his	 team.	Sending	good	vibes	 through	his	
teams	and	team	members	with	his	music,	singing,	jokes	and	
laughter.		So,	with	having	a	reliable	and	happy	team	behind	
him,	they	all	as	a	team	accomplished	happy	farmers,	which	

led	 to	 a	 happy	 contractor.	 In	 return	 ‘doing	 the	mahi	 and	
getting	the	treats’	was	rewarding	at	the	end	of	the	day	and	
week	for	everybody	involved.	
Jox	was	also	a	whanau	man,	not	only	to	our	own	but	also	

to	his	extended	shearing	whanau	and	mates.	Influencing	and	
inspiring other people and shearing teams, making them all 
his	whanau,	too.	Touching	the	hearts	of	all	and	becoming	an	
idol	to	many.	Making	sure	everyone	was	doing	well,	keeping	
his	 eye	out	 for	 the	ones	who	needed	 closer	 attention	 for	
guidance.	He	had	his	way	with	troubled	teens	too,	always	
looking	out	for	the	next	generation.	Giving	guidance	and	
advice	to	lead	them	in	a	better	direction,	not	only	‘the	up	and	
coming’	but	all	of	us.	Doing	this	all	before	his	own	needs.	
His	needs	were	to	make	a	difference	and	lead	by	example.	

Hearing	and	watching	his	guidance,	advice	and	talent	shine	
brightly	through	us	all.	Knowing	that	what	he’d	shown	and	
taught	us	will	live	on	for	generations	to	come.	
Let	us	cherish	the	good,	the	fun	and	the	memorable	times	

we	had	with	him	and	remember	his	name,	Jox,	and	let	us	all	
keep	his	legacy	live.		Rest	peacefully	big	bro,	you’ll	always	
be	in	our	hearts.

PJ Hawkins, passionate shearer and leader.

He maemae Aroha: PJ Hawkins

GRANT MURDOCH SHEARING
Kurow (Member NZSCA)

Positions	available	for	reliable,	experienced	finewool	shearers	
and	shedhands	for	pre-lamb.	Mid-July	to	end	of	October.
 
Great	working	 environment,	 accommodation	 available,	 top	
pay	rates,	meals	and	transport	provided.

For all enquiries call Grant on 0274 307 678 
or office 03 4360436
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Don’t under-estimate an electrolyte

All year round steady work available stretching 
between Otago, Southland and Northland. 

Opportunities to up skill, Elite Shearer Training 
Courses on our run as well as wool handling 

courses.
Top pay rates, good accommodation in town, 

quality food 
Cooks positions available. Permanent staff/ locals 

wanted to service our run

M: 027 630 9081
Msg us on Facebook : www.dmshearing.co.nz

By Gabriela Schmidt-Morrell
We	were	 lucky	 enough	 to	 have	 a	 reason	 to	 attend	 the	
Shearing	and	Woolhandling	Championship	in	France	this	
year:
We	had	our	Swiss	Team	sorted	again,	hoping	for	some	

improvement on our placings on last time’s attempt in 
Invercargill	2017.
Life	 and	 shearing	 in	 France	 is	 very	 different	 to	New	

Zealand,	that	was	pretty	clear	pretty	quickly.
On	 top	of	 that	 it	was	 steaming	hot,	 the	 area	 relatively	

remote,	and	our	French	language	skills	not	the	greatest.
It	appeared	to	me	that	whoever	adapted	the	easiest,	was	

flexible	and	resilient,	managed	to	stay	focused	the	best	and	
consequently	probably	perform	in	a	more	satisfactory	way.
Also:	who	had	 the	electrolytes!	The	Swiss	 team	 failed	

dismally	 there.	Our	 support	 grandma	 (my	mother)	 got	 a	
bit	 crook	 at	 the	 end,	 and	only	perked	up	 again	 after	 she	
consumed	a	couple	of	bottles	of	electrolyte-enhanced	fluids.
Resilience	and	focus	of	course	 is	 the	shearing	industry	

worker’s	strength.	We	learn	and	need	this	every	day	in	our	
job,	we	would	not	last	without	it.
Flexibility	and	adaptability	may	depend	on	whether	or	not	

you	had	previously	exposed	yourself	to	shearing	in	different	
environments.	
I	believe	that	a	shearing	industry	worker	can	tackle	any	

other	job	with	confidence	because	of	those	exact	qualities:
• They	can	focus	on	a	task	for	a	relatively	long	time	

and	just	keep	on	going.
• Difficult	working	conditions	don’t	put	them	off	all	that	

quickly.	They	can	push	past	it	and	just	keep	on	going.
• If	 the	 instructions	 change	 and	 they	 have	 to	work	

somewhere	different,	 at	 a	different	 time	or	change	
their	working	rhythm,	they	can	just	do	that.	They	are	
able to change their day plan in their head multiple 
times,	smile,	wave	and	carry	on.

Not	that	we	want	you	to	take	on	another	job.	Just	pointing	
out	a	few	qualities	of	shearing	industry	workers	beside	the	
actual	manual	skill.
Being	aware	of	having	these	qualities	and	using	them	to	

your	advantage	could	be	a	good	thing.
Take	them	into	competing	in	anything	for	example,	and	

you	should	go	well.
Use	 them	in	your	daily	 life	outside	work:	They	should	

translate	into	a	pretty	successful	journey.
Resilience,	Focus,	Flexibility,	Adaptability.
And	Electrolytes.
The	Swiss	Team	still	has	a	wee	way	to	go	to	get	to	the	top,	

but	we	will	give	it	another	go	in	Scotland	in	2022.
No	sure	that	we	will	need	Electrolytes	there,	never	known	

Scotland	to	be	that	hot.	Maybe	more	likely	to	 take	some	
spray	for	those	midges…

Switzerland’s team at the 2019 world championships, from 
left: Simon Zaugg, Jael Hertach, Gabriela Schmidt-Morrell, 
Charis Morrell and Andy Meister.

It’s a safe bet these blokes aren’t discussing the merits of 
electrolytes  – (the late) John Hart (left) and Errol Buchanan 
at a Contractors’ Association conference many years ago.
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The issue of contamination is not new – 
far from it. Our image above captures 
some more recent items found in bales. 
Our image below (from March 1993 
issue of Shearing) shows New Zealand 
Wool Board officer Owen Petrie with a 
near-unbelievable collection of ‘hard-
ware’. Boots, socks, shorts, shanghai ... 
as the saying goes.

In	 an	open	 letter	 to	 anyone	who	has	
an	interest	in	New	Zealand	wool,	New	
Zealand Woolscouring Ltd has made 
a	plea	for	everyone	 to	‘clean	up	after	
yourselves’	 and	 to	 ‘leave	 the	 facility	
better	 than	when	 you	 found	 it.’	The	
letter states:
‘This	 season	has	 seen	 a	 significant	

increase	in	the	amount	of	contamination	
found	in	greasy	wool	bales,	in	the	North	
Island	in	particular.	The	contamination	
comes	in	the	form	of	press	bars,	plastic	
stock	 feed	bags,	wool	 packs	 used	 as	
dividers,	 items	 of	 clothing,	 plastic	
bottles, boots (including gum boots), 
car	keys,	plastic	 twine	and	 strapping,	
wooden	 pallets,	 drench	 guns,	 cell	
phones and even live ammunition, a 
jug,	and	toilet	brush.’
The	 list	 goes	 on.	 It	 even	 includes	

equipment	 used	 on	 farm	 and	what	
people	may	be	wearing	at	the	time	of	
harvesting.	To	 give	 this	 issue	 some	
context,	below	is	 the	number	of	finds	
in each island over the last three years, 
(April-March):	

Year  NI   SI
2016/17		 242	 	 252
2017/18  219  175
2018/19		 417	 	 123

‘It	pleasing	 to	 see	 the	South	 Island	
has been on the decrease and some 
credit should go to our members and the 
work	NZWCA	has	done	to	promote	this	
problem	at	our	field	days	over	the	past	
few	years,’	the	letter	says.
‘North	Island	finds	have	increased	by	

an	alarming	47%!	Plastic	finds	up	300%	
and	 steel	 up	100%,	with	 the	Central	
North	 Island	 region	 identified	 as	 the	
worst	area.	In	the	South	Island,	whilst	
contamination remains a problem, it is 
not	 as	 significant	 as	 the	North	 Island	
this	season.	
‘The	costs	to	the	processing	industry	of	

non-wool	contamination	are	significant.	
25%	of	the	New	Zealand	wool	clip	is	
exported	greasy,	 for	 sure	 it	will	 also	
be contaminated to the same extent as 
what	we	find	and	that	cannot	be	good	
for	the	reputation	of	New	Zealand	wool	
in	general.’
‘It	is	evident	that	from	the	vast	array	

of	 items	 found	 it	 is	not	 just	 the	wool	
harvesters	who	 are	 responsible	 for	
ensuring material does not accidently 
get	 into	 the	 fadge/bale.	Growers	 and	

others	who	use	the	shed	facilities	must	
also	take	responsibility	for	cleaning	up	
after	themselves.	
‘It	is	imperative	that	a	good	thorough	

clean-up	of	the	wool	shed	and	facilities	
prior	 to	 any	 shearing	 occurs.	 This	
includes	 the	 removal	of	anything	 that	
is	not	nailed	down,	as	well	as	fadges	of	
bits	of	wool	that	have	accumulated	since	
the	last	shearing/crutching.	
The	 provision	 of	 a	 suitably-sized	

container	 for	 miscellaneous	 shed	
rubbish	is	a	no	brainer.	
Let’s	make	 an	 effort	 and	 together	

lower	 these	 frightening	 statistics	 by	
being	diligent	in	the	workplace:	
•		Remove	clothing/towels	out	of	the	

wool	room,	from	fadges	or	where	there	
is	likely	to	be	wool	stacked.	Hang	it	on	
a	hook,	or	put	it	in	your	bag.	
•		Water	bottles	and	drink	containers.	

As	 above	 away	 from	 the	wool	flow,	
don’t	just	drop	them	anywhere.	

•  Secure personal items and other 
“stuff”	in	a	zipped	pocket,	or	preferably	
in	 your	 bag.	You	won’t	 need	 them	
during	the	run	anyway.	
•	 	Use	 only	 paper	 as	 a	 division	 in	

bales	 –	 if	 you	haven’t	 got	 any	don’t	
use	 anything	else,	 just	make	 sure	 the	
contents are recorded accurately in the 
specifications.	
•	 	 If	 you	notice	 a	 press	 bar/pins	 is	

missing-	find	 it	before	doing	 the	next	
bale.	Don’t	just	hope	it	will	turn	up	at	
some	stage.	Remove	the	item	if	possible	
or	repress	the	bale	if	necessary.	

‘Just	 imagine	 if	you	had	 to	pay	 for	
the	damage	caused	to	machinery	further	
down	the	processing	line!	$5000	a	pop	–	
not	so	good	if	it	has	to	come	out	of	your	
pocket.	Be	very	aware	and	observant	
around the press and its accessories at 
all	times.	
It	is	time	to	adopt	and	take	a	leaf	out	

of	 the	All	Black	 team	mantra,	where	
the players and coaches clean up the 
change	room	following	every	practise	
and	game.	

Sweeping the Shed, a tradition that 
says no individual is bigger than the 
team	 and	 its	 ancestors.	 Everyone	 is	
responsible	 for	 the	 smallest	 details	 –	
including cleaning out the locker room 
after	training	or	a	match.	‘Sweeping	the	
shed’	is	your	job,	no	matter	who	you	are.	

 

Damnation contamination
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Contractors’ Association

The story of one hundred mags
By Des Williams
The	first	edition	of	The New Zealand 
Shearer	 appeared	 ‘on	 the	 streets’,	 in	
the	 sheds	 and	 contractors’	 quarters	
prior	 to	Christmas	of	1984.	That	first	
glossy-covered	publication	was	rather	
more	grandiose	than	what	New	Zealand	
Shearing Contractors’ Association 
Graeme	Bell	 president	 had	 in	mind	
when	 he	 suggested	 to	Association	
members	they	needed	a	newsletter.
As	Graeme	 recalls,	 the	Association	

was	holding	a	meeting	 in	Wellington	
(mid-1984	maybe)	where	much	 of	
the business discussed needed to 
be	 dispersed	 wider	 afield	 to	 other	
contractors	and	their	staff.
‘I	 remember	 saying	 to	 some	 of	

the	members	 that	we	 needed	 to	 do	
something,	 “even	 if	 it	 is	 just	 a	bend-
over	A4	sheet	that	we	can	send	out	to	
people’s	letterboxes.”		Two	members	in	
particular that I remember completely 
endorsing	 the	 idea	 were	 Hawkes	
Bay contractors, Bill Jones and Peter 
Wakefield.	 ‘It’s	a	great	 idea,	 let’s	 just	
do	 it.’	 [So	 that’s	where	Nike	got	 that	
idea	from!]
‘Peter	mentioned	that	his	nephew,	Iain	

Morrison	was	a	 former	New	Zealand	
Wool Board publications manager 
and,	 through	his	 company	Freelance	
Publications	Ltd,	was	 still	 publishing	
material	 for	 the	Board.	That	 sounded	
like	a	good	place	for	us	to	start	so	we	

met	with	Iain	in	Wellington	and	began	
developing	the	idea	further.	He	too	was	
most	enthusiastic	right	from	the	start.’
Graeme	 recorded	 the	moment	 in	

that	 first	 edition:	 ‘My	Association	
approached	 Freelance	 Publications	
with	the	idea	of	publishing	a	newsletter	
and	we	are	delighted	 that	 the	project	
has	grown	 to	become	a	 fully-fledged	
magazine.	It	will	help	this	Association	
grow	in	stature	and	it	will	provide	an	
important communications outlet to our 
members	on	topics	of	national	interest	
to	the	wool	industry.’
‘We	were	very	proud	 indeed	when	

we	 saw	 that	 first	 edition	 in	 print,’	
Graeme	 recalled	 recently.	 ‘It	 was	
way	 beyond	what	we	 had	 in	mind	
to	 start	with,	 but	 it	 set	 the	 standard	
from	 the	 start	 as	 the	 official	 journal	
of	 the	Contractors’	Association,	aided	
advertising	sponsorship	from	individual	
members	as	well	as	the	New	Zealand	
Woolbrokers’	Association.’
The	 initial	 ‘Editorial’	 gave	 some	

further	explanation	of	 the	setup:	‘The	
principals	 behind	 the	magazine	 are	
former	Wool	 Board	 journalist	 Iain	
Morrison,	whose	 company	Freelance	
Publications	 Ltd	 is	 publisher.	 He	
is	 supported	 by	 long-time	 shearing	
industry	writers	Hugh	 de	Lacy	 (the	
South Island editor) and Doug Laing 
(North	Island	editor).’
Morrison	had	spent	 four	years	with	

the	Wool	Board	 (1979-1983)	prior	 to	
his	involvement	with	the	magazine.	As	
a shearer, Hugh de Lacy had previously 
worked	 for	Contractors’	Association	
founder	Elbert	de	Koning,	while	Laing,	
as	 son	 of	 long-time	Golden	 Shears	
publicity man Les Laing, also had the 
smell	of	 lanoline	 running	 through	his	
veins.
The	first	eight	editions	of	‘The	New	

Zealand	Shearer’	as	it	was	then	known	
carried	 the	 secondary	 title	 of	 ‘The	
NZ	 Shearing	 Contractors’	 official	
magazine’.	They	appeared	at	 the	 rate	
of	two	per	year	as	Spring/Summer	and	
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Autumn/Winter	 publications.	David	
Fagan	appeared	on	the	cover	of	the	first	
and	 seventh	 editions,	while	 Stephen	
Dodds,	Jillian	Burney	(as	she	was	then	
known),	Roger	Cox,	Patrick	Shelford,	
Mavis	Mullins	and	Bill	Morrison	also	
featured.
Spring/Summer	of	 1988	 featured	 a	

‘robot	 shearer’	 and	an	accompanying	
story	 from	Australian	writer	 Jillian	
Cocker	that	robots	might	be	common-
place	 in	 shearing	 sheds	 by	 1992.	
Actually,	 they	 were	 being	 called	
‘automated	 mechanical	 shearing’	
devices	rather	than	robots.	To	its	credit,	
the	magazine	editor/s	warned	those	who	
were	waiting	 for	 robots	 to	 take	over	
the	 shearing	board:	 ‘Don’t	hold	your	
breath.’	We	hesitate	to	guess	how	many	
millions	of	research	dollars	have	gone	
into that idea in all the years since but 
they still don’t look like taking over the 
shearing	board	any	time	soon.
In	May	1989	the	magazine	appeared	

under	a	new	masthead	–	Shearing	–	The	
magazine	for	all	in	the	shearing	world.	
Former	NZ	Wool	Board	media	man	
David	Grace	 of	Wellington	 took	 the	
magazine	 into	private	ownership	 and	
said	 it	would	be	published	 in	August,	
November	and	March,	each	year.
‘This	 issue	will	 give	 you	 an	 idea	

of	how	we	mean	to	go,’	David	Grace	
wrote	in	that	first	editorial.	‘There	are	
useful	articles	on	trimming	your	taxes	
and	 shearing	merinos.	There’s	plenty	
about	 the	competitions	and	a	heap	of	
results.	We	have	 reports	 from	Britain	
and	Australia	 and	 something	 on	 life	
in	Chile.	 Profiles,	 recipes,	 plenty	 of	
photos,	a	few	laughs.’
David	Grace	also	spoke	of	‘bringing	

a	very	special	brand	of	people	together	
…	 reporting	 on	 gear	 and	 technique,	
speaking	up	for	what	seems	best	…’.	

Above: cover of the May 1989 edition, 
the first of 35 produced by Grace 
Editorial Ltd over 11 years. Below: 
magazine owner David Grace, pictured 
at Golden Shears 1990 with his wife 
Lorraine (centre) and the magazine’s 
long-time freelance writer/contributor 
Margaret Way (left). 
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You	might	 say	 that	 aspiration	 set	
the	magazine	 blueprint	 for	 the	 next	
30	 years.	The	 back	 cover	 featured	 a	
full-page	advertisement	 for	 a	popular	
brand	of	draught	beer!	The	same	brand	
that	was	sponsoring	our	national	multi-
breeds	circuit	at	the	time.	(Then	along	
came PC bullshit …)
For	 the	 next	 nine	 years	 Shearing	

magazine	appeared	three	times	a	year	as	
promised,	covering	a	myriad	of	topics	
about	our	industry,	unions,	awards,	rules	
and regulations, competition results, the 
threat	of	woolworm,	 record	 attempts,	
employment contracts, laser handpieces 
(up	there	with	shearing	robots),	world	
championships, ACC changes, Chinese 
gear,	 quickshears	 (in	 1993,	 the	 new	
phenomenon!).
The	August	 1993	 edition	marked	

another	milestone	–	our	first	published	
poem!	By	Australian	Kim	Wakely	(or	
Wakeley?),	 entitled	 ‘A	dusty,	muddy	
taste	of	Oz’.	Second	verse:	‘I’m sick of 
this here shearing shed. It’s 20 years 
or more/Since anything was done to it. 
Just look at this rough floor./I’m sick 
and tired of quarters that have got no 
bath, you see./I’m sick of pork and puha 
meals and black and white TV.’

Last line apart, it could have been 
written	 yesterday	 (in	 some	 parts	 of	
Australasia,	anyway).	
Onwards,	 and	 upwards,	 the	 range	

of	 subjects	 discussed	 in	 Shearing	
grew	wider:	improving	mental	fitness,	
pesticides	in	wool,	obituaries	began	to	
feature	more	often,	 reading	a	 sheep’s	
mind (sheep have a long memory 
for	 anything	 they	 don’t	 like,	Dr	GD	
Hutson	of	the	University	of	Melbourne	
had	 discovered	 in	 a	 study);	 spline	
drives replacing pin drives, grinding 
techniques,	 lock-ups,	 high	 costs	 of	
compo,	 surviving	droughts,	 dreadful	
sheds,	wool	sales	on	the	Net	…(to	p21)
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The	time	of	David	Grace	at	the	helm	
of	 the	magazine	 came	 to	 an	 end	 in	
August	2000.	For	 the	 last	 three	years	
(ten editions) Des Williams (present 
owner)	had	been	‘acting	editor’	while	
assisting	David	through	a	period	of	ill-
health.	The	magazine	was	 then	 taken	
over	 by	Hawkes	Bay	 journalist	 John	
Hart,	trading	as	Media	East	Ltd.	John’s	
tenure	would	 last	about	 two	years,	or	
six	editions.	

Starting	with	November	2000,	John	
Hart had given the mag a slightly 
different	 look	 and	 ‘flavour’,	 with	
some	 reliance	 on	 overseas	 freelance	
contributors.	Major	 stories	 included	
Grant	Smith’s	first	win	at	Alexandra,	the	
New	Zealand	team	returning	victorious	
from	Armidale	with	the	Walker-Keats	
Cup.	And	a	nice	poem	–	Siberia	–	by	
Mat	Mowat	of	Raetihi.	‘Inside	the	eight-
stand	shed/No	doubt	a	showpiece	in	its	
day/Doors,	brooms	and	droppers	swing/
Amidst	the	dust	and	heat	and	fumes	…’
Unfortunately	the	reliance	on	overseas	

contributors	meant	people	were	subject	
to	 reading	 about	Darin	 Ford/Darin	
Forde/Darrin	Forde	and	Darron	Ford,	
all	 in	 the	same	story,	as	well	as	 ‘Ron	
Davies’	 Shearing	Contractor,	when	
those iconic industry people deserved at 
least	to	have	their	names	spelt	correctly.	
At	the	other	end	of	the	spectrum,	we	

were	being	introduced	to	this	thing	called	
the	internet,	and	websites.	Improve	your	
handpiece	technique	and	other	industry	
skills	by	logging	on	to	www.woolpro.
co.nz	and	Australian	alternatives.	Check	
out	gear	manufacturers	 for	good	 ‘on-
line’	advice	about	the	range	of	combs	
available,	and	what	each	offers	 in	the	
way	of	difference.	Spend	all	day	in	the	
shed chasing sheep and then go home 

and spend several more hours on your 
computer.	Really?	Yep,	really.
The	 November	 2001	 magazine	

included	a	 story	by	 this	writer,	 about	
Hilton	Barrett	winning	 the	Australian	
national	title	at	Glen	Innes,	resplendent	
in	purple	wig.	Unfortunately	the	lack	of	
colour	in	the	magazine	back	then	meant	
the	hirsuit	Hilton	was	in	monochrome	
only,	so	we	slip	the	coloured	image	in	
here,	 just	 for	 the	memory.	While	five	
other Australian open class shearers 
were	wondering	what	the	hell	the	New	
South	Welshman	was	up	to,	Barrett	was	
speeding	his	way	to	victory	by	six	points	
over	Matt	Phillipson	 and	nine	points	
ahead	of	Shannon	Warnest.

Perhaps	the	stars	were	in	alignment	
for	the	last	magazine	produced	by	the	
Napier-based	Media	East	Ltd,	for	it	was	
Napier-based	 John	Kirkpatrick	who	
won	the	Golden	Shears	in	March	2002	
and	earned	his	place	on	the	cover.	
Sharing	 the	 glory	were	Raylene	K	

and their children, Daniel (then 13), 
Angela	 (10)	 and	 six-year-old	Mary.	
The	cover	story	revealed	how	Johnny	
had	 harboured	 two	 ambitions	 since	
his	 teenage	 years	 –	win	 the	Golden	
Shears	 and	 become	 a	 policeman.	
Three	 further	Goldies	 crowns	 and	 a	
world	championship	in	2017	may	have	
contributed to that second ambition 
falling	by	the	wayside	…

 And so Last Side Publishing Ltd 
became	 the	 fourth	 ‘owner’	 of	 the	
magazine	 just	before	 the	August	2002	
edition	was	due	for	production.	A	hurried	
gather-up	made	it	just	on	time,	albeit	with	
some	production	flaws,	but	set	the	trail	
for	the	next	50	magazines.	Dion	Morrell,	
having	won	 the	New	Zealand	Merino	
Shears	title	for	the	third	time,	featured	
on	the	cover	of	number	50.						(to	p22)

Hilton Barratt – purple people beater

David Grace Looks Back
It’s	20	years	since	David	Grace	wrote	
his	 last	 editorial	 for	Shearing.	 He	
reflects:	 ‘After	working	 for	 the	New	
Zealand	Wool	 Board	 for	 25	 years,	
Shearing	Mag	 landed	 in	my	 lap,	 I	
suppose.	 I	 ran	 the	magazine	 from	 a	
small	home	office	at	Makara	from	1985	
through	until	1998,	with	Des	Williams	
picking up the editorial responsibilities 
for	the	last	two	years.’

David’s	son	Mike	says	David	(who	
turns	91	this	year)	has	had	a	life	in	wool.	
‘Dad	worked	in	public	relations	for	the	
Wool	Board	from	1960,	including	time	
at the International Wool Secretariat in 
London.	He	was	passionate	about	wool	
as a great product, pushing the slogans 
of	the	era,	‘Wool is best for babies and 
wool is resilient’.			
‘Dad	 was	 there	 during	 the	 hard	

years	when	wool	 came	 under	 threat	
from	 synthetic	 fibre	 and	 the	Wool	
Board	 unsuccessfully	 	 sought	 to	
amalgamate	wool	growers	into	a	single	
marketing	 organisation.	Dad	 always	
sought	to	improve	industry	profile	and	
conditions	through	all	sorts	of	creative	
promotions;	fashion	shows,	woolshed	
safety	and	Expo	70	which	saw	sheep,	
sheep	dogs	and	shearers	showing	them	
how	it’s	done	over	in	Japan.’
‘I	found	the	whole	shearing	fraternity	

an interesting lot, not an ordinary 
bunch;	all	individual	characters,’	says	
David,	who	 now	 lives	 at	Bob	Scott	
Retirement	Village	in	Petone.	
‘I	 felt	 I	 did	 a	 bit	 of	 good	with	 the	

Shearing	Mag		in	encouraging	shearers	
and	wool	handlers	 to	organise	 to	get	
better	rates	and	conditions.	These	men	
and	women	 have	 given	 so	much	 to	
our country and they deserve greater 
recognition	for	their	talent.	That	said,	
I	used	to	have	a	bit	of	a	job	getting	the	
woolhandlers	to	look	at	the	camera!’

A recent photo of David Grace with  his 
grand-daughter, Matia Grace.
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of	winning	 the	Golden	Shears	 open	
championship	if	your	surname	started	
with	F,	B,	K	or	A	because	more	 than	
half	of	the	294	‘stands’	occupied	in	the	
49	finals	to	that	time	had	shearers	whose	
surnames	began	with	those	letters.	(Pub	
quiz	trivia,	if	ever	you	saw	it!)
How	do	we	decide	what	to	put	on	the	

cover?	There’s	something	of	a	rule	that	
says	you	should	always	put	your	best	
photo	or	image	on	the	cover.	Generally	
speaking,	that’s	not	a	bad	idea.	We	note	
elsewhere	in	this	edition	(see	photo	page	
23)	how	Barry	Taylor	posed	the	question	
at	the	1998	New	Zealand	Merino	Shears	
as	 to	what	he	had	 to	do.	And	having	
been	told,	he	went	and	did	it.	The	only	
other	person	to	ask	a	similar	question	
during	my	20	plus	years	as	editor	was	
a	 precocious	 teenaged	woolhandler	
at Balcutha, perhaps 12 or 13 years 
ago.	Joel	Henare’s	instructions	were	to	
‘win	 something	 important!’	Well,	we	
kept	him	waiting	through	four	Golden	
Shears,	three	New	Zealand	opens	and	
a	 world	 championship	 before	 Joel	
featured	 in	April	 2017	after	 claiming	
his	second	world	crown	at	Invercargill.
We	regard	the	people	who	work	in	the	

sheds on a daily basis as the backbone 
of	our	industry	and	for	that	reason	we	
try	and	feature	gang	photos	on	the	cover	
as	often	as	we	can.	The	challenge	for	
photographers	out	there	is,	however,	to	
get	a	good	photo	where	everyone	in	the	
group	is	looking	‘good’	and	with	eyes	
open	and	–	most	important	–	the	photo	
is	taken	in	an	even	light	without	shade	
or	shadow.	Not	always	easy!	
On	that	theme,	it	would	be	remiss	of	

me	not	to	acknowledge	and	thank	the	
considerable	 number	 of	 ‘freelancers’	
who	 have	 contributed	 top	 quality	
material	to	fill	the	magazine	pages	over	

many	years.	Margaret	Way,	Waikato 
Times	journalist	in	the	late	1980s	who	
decided	to	join	a	shearing	gang	‘for	a	
while’	to	get	a	taste	of	the	real	world.	
Married	a	shearer	(Edsel	Forde)	and	has	
written	many	thousands	of	words	about	
our industry and the people in it in the 
past	30	years.	(See	her	latest	offering	at	
page	36/37	of	this	edition.)
Then	there’s	Bernie	Walker,	a	regular	

contributor	 from	 across	 the	Tasman,	
with	 stories	 of	 historical	 interest	 his	
particular	forte,	as	well	as	entertaining	
profiles	of	Australian	 champions	 and	
‘Hall-of-Famers’.

 Roger Leslie became a regular 
contributor	 of	 stories	 about	 his	
experiences	 shearing	 in	 Germany	
and	Tom	Harding	gives	us	 thoughtful	
pieces	 from	Wales	 and	other	parts	of	
the	 northern	 hemisphere.	Keep	 them	
coming,	Tom!
Jills	Angus	Burney,	Barbara	Newton,	

Doug Laing, Richard Sampey, cartoonist 
Neville	Sinclair.	I’m	sure	to	have	missed	
someone	 out	 –	 inevitable	when	 you	
embark	on	a	thank-you	list.
But	a	special	thanks	to	Ross	McMillan	

of	Naseby,	 the	poet	‘Blue	Jeans’	who	
made his poems and ballads available 
to	 the	magazine	 for	 publishing	 over	
so	many	 years.	We	 have	 included	 a	
typically evocative Blue Jeans poem at 
page	27	of	this	edition.	
And	 so,	where	 to	 from	here?	Else-

where	in	the	world,	newspapers	printed	
on	‘newsprint’	paper	are	ever-shrinking,	
size-wise,	in	the	face	of	on-line	or	digital	
productions.	It	may	be,	with	our	industry	
still comprising a transient population, 
that	 the	hard	copy	production	will	be	
suitable	 for	 a	 few	years	yet.	While	 a	
digital	 edition	 is	 always	 readable	 on	
computer,	 laptop	or	 ipad,	would	you	
be	bothered	trying	to	read	40	pages	on	
your	mobile	phone?	And	would	images	
of	that	size	do	justice	to	a	gang	photo	
with	12-15	or	more	faces	in	it?	Maybe	
that	will	be	someone	else’s	problem	to	
ponder …
At	present	 the	magazine	 is	 printed	

in Ashburton and shipped to Hamilton 
for	distribution	to	more	than	400	rural	
outlets (contractors, pubs, merchandise 
stores) and to subscribers in many 
countries	around	the	world.
So	here	we	are,	Number	100.	Some-

thing	old,	 something	new,	 something	
fictional,	 something	 true…	 to	 lightly	
paraphrase	 that	 old	 rhyme	of	 advice	
for	what	 the	bride	should	wear	at	her	
wedding.	And	hopefully,	something	of	
particular	interest	for	you!

ADRIAN COX 
SHEARING LTD

has vacancies for 
experienced shearers and 

shedhands for 
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fine wool run based 

in South Canterbury.
Excellent working 

conditions.

Give Adrian a 
call today!

Tel 03 614 7811

Not	quite	so	much	because	he’d	won	
that	prestigious	title	again,	but	for	the	
fact	that	he	had	not	yet	been	recognised	
as	a	Master	Shearer.	That	omission	was	
put	 to	rights	by	Shearing	Sports	New	
Zealand	in	2003.

The	next	milestone	was	 the	 switch	
from	 newsprint	 paper,	 spot	 colour	
and	just	four	colour	pages,	to	a	better	
quality	 ‘shiny’	 paper	 and	 full	 colour	
throughout.	This	came	in	two	stages	–	
November	2004	(above)	for	the	better	
paper	 and	 some	 colour,	 followed	by	
colour	throughout	in	August	2006.	One	
prominent	shearer	then	remarked	how	
the	‘shiny	paper’	meant	the	mag	was	no	
longer	suitable	for	use	in	the	toilet!	But	
his	opinion	was	countered	by	another	
reader	who	(at	the	Raglan	speedshear)	
related	 to	 the	 editor	 how	 his	 father	
regarded	Shearing	mag	as	his	‘Bible’,	
and	that	it	was	not	to	be	removed	from	
the toilet under any circumstances, so it 
would	always	be	available	for	reading!	
We	had	a	little	‘celebration’	with	the	

November	2009	magazine	to	mark	the	
25th	 anniversary	of	 its	 inception.	We	
noted	then	that	another	magazine	had	
been launched about the same time 
as	 our	mag	–	 this	was	 a	 publication	
named Cue	and	was	intended	as	a	rival	
to	 the	well-established	Listener. Cue 
lasted	about	17	weeks	before	folding,	
so	we	claim	the	bragging	rights	on	that	
score.	And	while	we	were	 proud	 of	
our 25 years, that edition also carried 
a	story	about	Lister,	 then	‘celebrating	
its centenary this year as it strides 
into	 its	 100th	 year	 of	 designing	 and	
manufacturing	its	worldwide	renowned	
shearing	equipment.’	
On	 a	 less	 serious	 note,	 we	 also	

calculated that you had more chance 
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TO OUR CLIENTS WE OFFER 
 
 
 
 

TO OUR EMPLOYEES WE OFFER 
 
 

 

 
 

Jeff ‐ 027 4920758 
Office ‐ 021 414914  jeffdorset@xtra.co.nz 

 

We support all that is best in shearing 

 Drug Free Gangs 
 H&S Policy systems in place 
 Proven shearing & woolhandling services 

 A true drug free environment 
(Mandatory tes�ng by NZTDDA) 

 Above NZSCA recommended rates 
 Accommoda�on, food, transport, 

emeries ‐ all provided at no expense 

Ireland’s shearing team member at the 2017 world 
championships at Invercargill, Stanley Allingham has set a 
new Ireland lamb shearing record at Millton, Co. Cavan. 
His nine-hour tally of 708 on 4 August 2019 bettered the 
old record of 669 set by Mark McGeown two years ago. 
Stanley’s runs produced 162 (Mark’s tally 151), 137 (128), 
135 (129), 137 (132) and 137 (129). Stanley (above right) 
shares the moment with the previous record-holder.

Ray Te Whata Owner 027 948 4512
Vanessa Te Whata Manager 027 435 1595 | 03 248 6122

Mossburn, Southland

We also have a 10-stand portable 
crutching trailer available

09
17

r2
14

9-
12

-b

Vacancies available for clean reliable shearers and 
shedhands from January through to end of March.
We have a great working environment with meals, 
accommodation and transport provided.

‘What do you have to do to get on the cover of Shearing 
magazine?’ the 1992 New Zealand Fine Wool champion 
asked. ‘Winning the Alexandra Show again would be a good 
start,’ the editor replied. (Barry Taylor, November 1998.)
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Employment opportunities for 
wool technology graduates

DAVIS SHEARING 
CONTRACTING

Covering	Otago,	Southland	and	further	afield	
from	our	bases	at	Gore,	Milton	and	Balclutha

Shearers	and	shedhands	-	we	provide	excellent	
accommodation and living conditions, clean 

sheep,	great	sheds,	steady	work.

We	focus	on	providing	top	quality	shearing	and	
wool	preparation	service	for	our	many	clients	in	
a	competitive	but	relaxed	working	atmosphere

Farmers	-	we	have	the	crew	to	meet	your	needs	-	
when	you	want	it,	how	you	want	it.

Ring Jason - tel 03 418 0824.  
E-mail shara.jason@xtra.co.nz

If	you	are	looking	to	build	a	career	in	
wool	 brokering,	 scouring,	 exporting,	
growing,	 shearing,	 classing,	 wool	
handling	 or	 working	 for	 a	 private	
wool	merchant,	the	Certificate	in	Wool	
Technology	offered	via	distance	learn-
ing	 through	 the	Southern	 Institute	of	
Technology’s	 SIT2LRN	programme	
is	worth	looking	into.
A	level	4	certificate	divided	into	four	

15	credit	courses	and	an	on-site	practi-
cal block course, it can be studied over 
two	years	and	predominantly	from	the	
comfort	of	your	own	living	room.
The	four	courses	include:
• Wool Value Chain,
•	Wool	Classification,
•	Working	in	the	Wool	Industry;	and
•	Computing	and	Communications.
Students	learn	a	wide	range	of	impor-

tant	aspects	related	to	the	wool	industry	
including;	wool	 production,	 grading	
and	classing,	wool	terminology,	breed	
recognition,	staff	supervision,	profes-
sional ethical standards, health and 
safety,	 and	working	with	 people	 of	
other	cultures.
They	 are	 also	 expected	 to	 attend	

a practical block course over the 
two-year	duration	of	the	programme.	
These	will	be	held	in	2020	at	venues	
in	both	Christchurch	(for	South	Island	
students)	and	Napier	(for	North	Island	
students).
The	 practical	 block	 portion	 of	 the	

programme	 is	 run	 over	 one	 week	
and	is	part	of	the	Wool	Classification	
course.	Topics	 covered	 include	wool	
terminology,	breed	recognition,	fleece	
and oddment sample exercises, along 
with	 grading	 and	 classing	 exercises	
and	industry	visits.	Students	will	also	
have the opportunity to listen to guest 
speakers	from	the	industry	and	interact	
with	their	fellow	students	and	tutors.
At	the	completion	of	the	week,	there	

will	be	an	assessment	of	knowledge/
skills learned throughout the practical 
block	course.

Designed to enable students to gain a 
job	or	progress	within	the	wool	indus-
try,	the	Certificate	in	Wool	Technology	
provides	them	with	the	knowledge	and	
practical	skills	required	to	work	within	
the	wool	 industry	 in	New	Zealand.	
It also teaches them about the sheep 
farming	systems	that	produce	wool	and	
helps	increase	their	confidence.
Once	students	successfully	complete	

the programme, they can apply to the 
New	Zealand	Wool	Classers’	Associa-
tion	 for	 registration	of	 a	Provisional	
Stencil	with	 the	 intention	of	moving	
onto	their	Professional	Stencil.
For	more	 information	 about	 this	

programme or to discuss your training 
requirements,	 please	 contact	 Senior	
Tutor	 in	Wool	Technology,	 Laurie	
Boniface	at	laurie.boniface@sit.ac.nz	
or	0800	200	009	(Freephone)	or	visit:	
www.sit.ac.nz.

Laurie Boniface, 
Senior tutor in Wool Technology

Shearing magazine
Help us keep New Zealand 
Post in business – become a 

subscriber!  

See page 3 for details or just 
email your address to 

shearingmag@xtra.co.nz

It’s that easy!
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MICHELLE 
SHEARING LTD

Milton, Otago

• Reliable and motivated Mainshear staff required
• Lakefront accommodation available
• Work with professional and approachable teams
• Zero drug policy

Contact: Tony on 03 417 8312 or 0274 350 387

Work available in the 
Gisborne region for 
quality shearers and 

shedhands

All enquiries welcome

Phone Beau on 
027 842 4172

Participants in a blade shearing course held on the Heraty Farm at Owenwee, County Mayo on 22 June 2019. Back 
left: Ross Mooney, Peter O’Malley, Gavin Hopkins, John Grady, Michael Walsh, Barry Gaffney and Phil Oldfield. Front 
left: Thomas Oldfield, Lee Mooney, Martin Hopkins, Peter Heraty, Thomas O’Malley, Brian Grealis and James Hopkins. 
Heraty and Martin Hopkins represented Ireland at the recent world championships. 

Smedley Station mainshear, January 2019, Justin Ward Contractor. Standing from left: Te Raumarama Nepe-Apatu Borell, 
Candace Elers, Shania Hema, Dillon Teneti, Madison Bright, Kirk Karaitiana, Mike Story, George Morris, Stu Davies, 
Cam Beachen, Ashleigh Ramage, Matty Taylor, Chrystall Lork-Paewai, Te Rama Paewai, Trish Moke-Ludlow, Scott 
Robinson, Reegan Tarrant, Gem Swaby, Te Awhi Ataahua Howden, Cherish Hamblyn. Sitting, from left:Duane Belshaw, 
Levi Titirau Paki-Borell, George Renata, Whati Hill, Warwick McClutchie. (Smedley Station photo.)
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GRANT MOORE SHEARING
Winton, Southland

• Grant Moore Shearing is looking for keen reliable staff for the 
busy main shear season, December through to end of March. 
We are paying on and above the recommended new pay 
rates to our staff and also entitlements. Meals are provided 
and we have some accommodation available.

• We have recently taken over Integrity Shearing in Ohai and 
will have continuity of work through most of the year. 

• We have also taken on a full-time Manager Chas Tohiariki 
with 15 years experience in the Training sector and many 
more as a shearer. We see this as a win win for our clients 
and our staff and will be able to offer training and support 
on daily basis.

• We will strive to offer the best service for our clients and 
a safe, positive, happy, work environment for all our staff. 

Any questions or queries, message or phone us 
Grant +64 273 450 963 or Chas +64 277 474 471

Experienced	staff	required	for	our	busy	King	Country	and	
Waikato-based	Mainshear,	November-February.	Excellent	
conditions,	meals	and	transport	provided.

Phone Troy Simmons, 021 175 9162 or  07 873 8624
email: otorohangashearing@hotmail.co.nz

IN THE LONG AGO
Away	out	west	where	peaks	are	high	and	the	kea	wings	at	will
Where	the	tracks	of	sheep	and	billy	goats	are	sidled	round	the	hill
I	had	a	mate	in	the	long	ago	–	when	mates	like	he	were	few
One	who	would	lend	a	hand	to	a	friend	–	and	he’d	stick	through	the	worst	like	glue.

We	came	one	day	by	the	Head-Long	Ridge	to	the	top	of	the	Break-Neck	spur
(Where	the	going	was	rough	and	the	bluffs	rose	sharp,	and	anxious	times	occur)
There	I	slipped,	then	slid	down	the	frozen	snow	till	a	rock	ledge	made	me	stop
And	helpless	lay	with	a	broken	leg	at	the	edge	of	a	fatal	drop.

But	he	cut	out	steps	in	the	snow	and	ice	at	the	risk	of	his	very	life
Down	the	ice	face	of	the	frozen	slope	with	the	blade	of	his	skinning	knife
And	dragged	me	back	when	it	seemed	as	if	there	was	only	the	merest	nod
Between	life	and	death	–	but	he	battled	through	–	though	no	one	knew	how	but	God.

Those	were	the	days	of	long	ago,	of	a	friend	who	was	real	and	straight
When	all	men	were	pleased	to	shake	his	hand	and	proud	to	call	him	mate
In	later	years	he	took	to	drink	–	‘twas	after	he	lost	his	wife	–
And	alcohol	put	him	down	and	out	through	the	years	of	a	wasted	life.

He	died	last	night	in	a	roadway	smash	and	there	wasn’t	the	slightest	doubt
He	went	to	sleep	at	the	driving	wheel	after	a	drinking	bout
Now	folk	can	remember	him	as	they	like	–	and	state	what	they	wish	to	state
They	didn’t	know	Jack	in	the	long	ago,	when	a	mate	stayed	by	a	mate.

They’ll	remember	him	drunk	and	down	–	but	everyone	follows	a	star
Though	it	only	shines	from	an	empty	glass	each	night	in	a	public	bar
A	silent	toast	and	a	lonely	drink	as	my	memories	backward	bend
Tonight	I	only	see	a	man	who	stood	by	the	side	of	a	helpless	friend.

© Blue Jeans

In the days before spell-checkers ... No problems with this one ... Not too sure about this one ...

Blue Jeans – champion wordsmith
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Phone: 027 862 3424

We’re looking for friendly & 
reliable people who like to take 

pride in their work. 

Our busiest times are main 
shear (late Nov to early Feb) and 
second shear (late April to early 
July), but we love to hear from 

keen people at any time.

We have positions for shearers, 
woolhandlers and woolpressers. 

Top pay rates, transport and 
food supplied. Accommodation 

available.
Call or text to book in and 

“Get Shearin’ with Kieran!” 

Another blast from the past. We published this photo (minus the colour) in 
November 1997, a Pat Hodges gang at Rata Hills, ‘up the Rangitata.’ Back left: 
Peter Sanders (classer), Steve Chamberlain, Brian Le Lievre, Sarah Esler. Front 
left: Isobel Knipe, Tracy Rathgen, Richard Griffiths, Pat Hodges, Peter Nelson, 
Alistair Patterson. Photo by Richard Towers of Geraldine. Sorry, we missed 
naming the young fellow in front, in the original photo. You still out there bro?

Flashback to March 1999 when Gary 
Woolston was being aided on the board 
by one-year-old Holly Tarrant. (With 
a surname like that we are reason-
ably confident Holly knew what she 
was doing!) Fast forward to 2019 and 
21-year-old Holly is these days work-
ing as a trainee woolbroker for Curtis 
Wool Direct (NZ) Ltd at Napier. Holly 
is the daughter of Linda Tarrant, who 
recently represented New Zealand as 
a woolhandling judge at the world 
championships

In August 1991 Dean Martin of Manga-
kino was espousing the merits of drinking 
plenty of water during the day. ‘If you 
feel thirsty you are probably already 2% 
dehydrated and it is going to take you 
a long time to catch up again’ was the 
advice being offered back then. Still true. 
Just look at the amount of ‘hydration’ our 
All Blacks get through in 80 minutes!
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• Positions	available	for	
shearers	and	shedhands	with	
good	work	ethics
• Excellent accommodation, 
meals and transport provided
• Free	wi-fi
• Opportunity	to	upskill	with	
in-shed	training
• All stats and entitlements 
paid	where	applicable

 
           Phone: Tomo on 0274 943 200

Obituary: Phill Hourigan
It’s	 fair	 to	 say	 the	 recent	 death	 of	Whanganui	 shearing	
contractor	 Phill	Hourigan	 caught	 just	 about	 everyone	 by	
surprise.	 Phill	 died	 in	Whanganui	Hospital	 following	 a	
brain	bleed	on	25	July	2019,	just	a	couple	of	months	past	
his	 52nd	birthday.	When	Phill’s	 death	was	notified	 to	 the	
shearing	community	on	Facebook,	many	were	the	comments	
describing	 him	 as	 a	 ‘good	 bastard’,	 a	 ‘good	Kiwi	 bloke’	
and	similar	sentiments.	High	praise	 in	anyone’s	 language,	
endorsed	by	the	fact	that	an	estimated	1000	people	turned	
up	to	farewell	him	in	in	a	manner	deserved.	Earlier	in	his	life	
Phill	had	survived	two	bouts	of	open-heart	surgery,	first	in	
his teens and again about 12 years ago

Phill	enjoyed	a	country	upbringing	on	a	farm	at	Turakina,	
south	of	Whanganui,	developing	an	impressive	range	of	skills	
in	the	process,	especially	those	involving	physical	endeavour.	
Shearing	sheep	soon	became	a	life-long	passion	and	tallies	
around	500	became	commonplace.
In	his	early	20s,	Phill	and	a	mate	went	to	England	in	1990	

and	shore	in	Dorset	and	in	Wales.	He	then	went	on	to	the	
United	States	and	worked	in	Colorado	and	Wyoming,	before	
next	spending	some	time	in	Western	Australia.

On his return, Phill soon established Hourigan Shearing, 
but	also	saw	the	need	to	allow	for	declining	sheep	numbers	
by	getting	 involved	with	other	 revenue	 earners,	 including	
dairying,	 forestry,	 beekeeping	 and	 honey	 production.	
He	 also	 offered	 services	 in	 sheep	 pregnancy	 scanning,	
artificial	insemination	(AI)	for	the	Livestock	Improvement	
Corporation,	and	a	sheep	dipping	service.
It	was	Phill	who	took	over	Lee	Matson’s	long-established	

business	when	Lee	retired	about	three	years	ago.	That	was	
a	move	motivated	by	what	Phill	saw	as	a	need	to	keep	the	
business	local	and	maintain	work	for	local	shearers	and	shed	
staff.	
Phill	was	also	described	as	being	an	astute	thinker	with	a	

quick	academic	mind.	He	was	also	a	talented	artist	and	had	
aspirations	of	acquiring	his	own	dairy	herd.
Phill	 is	 survived	 by	 his	wife	Tracy	 and	 children	Sean,	

Conor,	Paige,	Beau	and	Patrick.
(Adapted from Whanganui Chronicle, 10 August 2019.) 

Phill Hourigan, 1967-2019

Adrian and Brendon Cox – father and son in the Top 30 at 
Golden Shears. It wasn’t last year ... 1994, actually!
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By Jills Angus Burney
As	few	as	five	women	in	the	entire	past	
fifty	years	have	qualified	from	the	Open	
Heats.	 So,	when	 the	 newly-crowned	
All Nations Women’s champion in Le 
Dorat,	France,	Elenore	Resneau	placed	
thirty-fourth	out	of	eighty-six	in	the	All	
Nations Open heats, her close call to the 
final	eighteen	qualifiers	was	a	landmark	
All-Nations	achievement.	
To	be	placed	so	close	to	the	‘top	30’	

in	such	a	strong	field	in	the	40-degree	
C	heatwave	of	the	final	day	of	the	All-
Nations championships, Resneau almost 
emulated	the	unique	achievement	that	is	
Una	Cameron’s	–	the	only	woman	top	
30	finish	–	in	the	Open	Championship	
at	the	2011	Masterton	Golden	Shears.	
Resneau’s competitive shears in Le 
Dorat	and	those	of	the	several	equally	
well-prepared	French	women	shearers	
snapping	 at	 her	 heels,	 show	how	 far	
women	 have	 come	 in	 the	 two	 years	
from	the	All-Nations’	at	the	Invercargill	
Worlds	in	2017	where	part	time	shearer	
Pagan	Karauria’s	Senior	final	finish	was	
considered	exceptional.	
Exceptional	 performances	 are	 few	

and	far	between	for	most	aspirants	–	and	
Resneau’s is all the more impressive as 
it	signals	her	arrival	on	the	world	stage.	
Indeed,	outside	of	the	European	circuit	
and	 the	Royal	Welsh	women’s	 event	
which	she	has	won	in	2016	and	2017,	
she	would	have	been	largely	unknown	
to	those	from	the	southern	hemisphere.
It	 is	 a	 coming	of	 age	 for	women’s	

open competitions too, rather than 
the	 inexorable	 invitation	 events	 of	
the	past.		The	three	French	women	in	
the	women’s	final	 competition	was	 a	
sublime	dominance	–	over	three	sheep	

it	was	a	mere	clean	shear,	over	six	in	
the semis they reproduced all their 
skill	and	speed,	but	the	12	sheep	final	
was	a	French	grand	 slam	 	–	first	 and	
second	and	sixth	place.	Only	the	rising	
Norwegian	force,	senior	shearer	Anne-
Lise	Haugdahl-Humstead	at	third	was	
within	sight	of	the	French	Armada.
With	her	women’s	title	win,	Elenore	

follows	her	older	sister,	Jalle’s	success,	
an	Open	shearer	who	was	also	an	All	
Nations	women’s	 finalist	 in	Gorey,	
Ireland	and	a	past	winner	of	the	Royal	
Welsh	women’s	event.		Few	might	have	
viewed	Elenore	as	a	significant	name	on	
the Open crossbred circuit, let alone as 
the	sixth-placed	French	open	shearer.	

It is impressive that she is not so 
far	 behind	 her	 older	 brother,	Thimo	
(42),	a	perennial	French	team	member.	
Her	 twelfth	place	 in	 the	French	open	
championship	 on	 the	 third	 day	 of	
competition	was	instructive	of	her	intent	

to	leave	her	mark	and	achieve	her	goals.
‘To	win	 the	women’s	 final	was	 a	

secret and personal goal,’ Resneau said 
after	 receiving	 the	winners	medallion	
and trophy, even though she said she 
‘felt	overcome	with	being	sick	by	the	
third	sheep.’	

At 29, Elenore Resneau has 13 
years	of	full	time	shearing	behind	her.	
From	a	family	of	shearers	based	near	
Arpavon,	 in	 the	 south-east	of	France	
near	the	Italian	Alps,	Resneau	grew	up	
as	the	second	daughter	of	both	parents	
who,	with	 their	 five	 children,	were	
shearing	 their	way	 around	 the	 south	
west	of	France	and	over	on	the	island	
of	Corsica.		
Something	of	 a	 royal	 family	of	 the	

French	wool	 industry,	 the	Resneau’s	
are	a	coterie	of	shearers,	shepherds	and	
farmers	as	well	as	shearing	judges	and	
competition	organisers.
(To	page	32)

Eleanore Resneau – All Nations champ

Competitors from left: Jalle Resneau 6th, Pauline Bolay 5th, Pagan Karauria 4th, 
Ann-Lise Haugdahl-Humstead 3rd, Aubane Nardetto 2nd, Elenore Resneau 1st.
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NZ Shearing Contractors Association Inc

New members welcome. Join now!

Keep abreast with the new rates and changes in legislation.
National President: Mark Barrowcliffe Tel 0275 544 433. Email: mjbarrow@xtra.co.nz

National Secretary: Suzanne Kennedy, PO Box 5185, Terrace End, Palmerston North 4414.

Tel 027 263 7634: E-mail contactus@nzshearing.co.nz

Now	a	solo	Mum	of	two	boys	(8	and	
11)	whom	she	shares	custody	with	her	
shearing	ex-husband,	Resneau	has	a	rich	
history	in	her	short	career.	 	At	16	she	
learned	to	shear	on	her	father’s	flexible	
stand.		But	unlike	the	generation	before,	
she also learned on a solid dropper, 
finding	 it	 good	 as	 a	 beginner	 but	
noticing	the	discomfort	of	her	father’s	
men	as	she	soon	out-shore	them.	
Resneau’s	 experience	 ranges	 from	

short	days	on	the	easy	bare-bellied	sheep	
when	the	sheep	are	handed	to	her	in	the	
large	French	barns	and	the	machine	is	not	
even	pulled	out	of	gear	between	sheep,	
to	 the	hills	of	 the	King	Country,	New	
Zealand.	She	attributes	working	for	Dean	
Ball	and	Neil	Fagan	as	instrumental	in	
lifting	her	 from	seniors	 into	 the	open	
class.	Even	her	partner,	competent	New	
Zealand open shearer, James Ruki says 
it’s	hard	to	keep	up	with	her	doing	80	
an	hour	on	the	Corsica	sheep.	That’s	a	
phenomenal 700 a day pace, although 
she	qualifies	that	with	the	French	shrug,	
‘we	don’t	do	a	full	day.’	So,	I	ask,	what	
is	her	best	 tally?	The	answer	surprises	
me	–	over	250	in	a	day	on	merinos	and	
a	 tally	of	398	crossbred	 ewes	 in	five	
hours.	Such	tallies	are	breathtaking	even	
acknowledging	 the	 lighter	weight	 of	
the	sheep	and	the	coarse	woolled	bare	
bellies.	
But	 for	most	days	 for	Resneau	 it’s	

an	even	250	and	then	they	run	out	of	
sheep,	or	 they	knock	off	at	5pm	on	a	
regular	day.	When	queried	as	to	whether	
she harboured any record aspirations, 
Resneau	 declines	 to	 think	 that	way.	
She	 is	 resolutely	 focusing	on	 a	 long	
career	and	doesn’t	wish	to	change	her	
patterns	and	places	of	work	to	pursue	
such	aspirations.	

Brown smashes 
merino record

New	Zealand-born	shearer	Lou	Brown	
on	27	April	2019	put	in	the	quickest-
ever	day	of	merino	shearing	to	smash	
a	world	 record	which	 had	withstood	
at	 least	 four	 other	 attempts	 since	 it	
was	 set	 16	 years	 ago.	The	 31-year-
old	Brown,	 based	 in	Bunbury,	 south	
of	Perth,	 but	 raised	 in	Napier	 till	 he	
crossed	the	Tasman	at	 the	age	of	13,	
shore	497	merino	ewes	in	eight	hours	
in	a	woolshed	near	Kojonup	 in	West	
Australia.

At	 just	 under	 58	 seconds	 a	 sheep	
when	 no	 one	 previously	 in	 a	 day’s	
record shearing had averaged under a 
minute	on	merino	ewes	or	wethers,	it	
was	31	more	than	the	previous	record	
of	466	set	by	fellow-Kiwi	Cartwright	

Terry	 in	 a	 two-stand	 record	 with	
brother	Michael	James	Terry	in	2003,	
also	in	West	Australia.	It	was	also	just	
33	shy	of	New	Zealand	shearer	Stacey	
Te	Huia’s	nine-hour	record	of	530	set	
in	New	South	Wales	four	years	ago	and	
regarded	 as	 one	 of	 the	 greatest	 tally	
shears	in	Australian	woolshed	history.
Brown	was	 always	well	 ahead	 of	

the	 target,	with	 successive	 two-hour	
runs	of	120,	126,	126	and	125,	which	
compared	 with	 runs	 of	 114,	 119,	
118	 and	 115	 shorn	 by	 Cartwright	
Terry,	who	along	with	his	brother	was	
prominent	in	the	running	of	Saturday’s	
challenge.
Another	prominent	in	the	staging	of	

the	 record	was	Dwayne	Black,	who	
holds	 the	 eight-hours	merino	 lamb	
shearing	 record	of	570	and	 the	nine-
hours	record	of	664,	set	 in	2002	and	
2004	respectively.	
The	 standard	 of	 shearing	 was	

monitored by an international panel 
of	four	judges	appointed	by	the	World	
Sheep Shearing Records Society, 
headed	 by	Northern	Hawke’s	 Bay	
farmer	Bart	Hadfield.	(Doug Laing)

* * * * * *

Merino Shearing Records (Solo)
Ewes
9	hrs:	Stacey	Te	Huia:	530,	20/2/2015
8	hrs:	Lou	Brown:	497,	27/4/2019

Wethers
9	hrs:	Grant	Smith:	418,	4/11/1999
8	hrs:	Steve	Mudford:	373,	8/9/2018

Lambs
9	hrs:	Dwayne	Black:	664,	3/10/2004
8	hrs:	Dwayne	Black:	570,	6/10/2002

Lou Brown, record smasher
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  Buck Naked       ....    and     ....         Doug Deep       

I see they are still spending millions on 
trying to produce a shearing robot. That 
would be money well spent, eh?

Oh yeah nah, definitely!

Wide-combing it with ... © Last Side Publishing 2019

We require staff for our busy summer mainshear from 
December through ‘til April and for our pre-lamb June 

through ‘til August. Good work ethics and attitude towards 
our clients and fellow staff are essential. 

Travel and meals provided.

All enquiries welcomed to 
office@mcconachieshearing.co.nz

Curly 0274 336 477 or Jamie 027 336 4007

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association
Member ShearNZ

From the Subs bench: When magazine subscriber Warren 
Davey (left) of Dinsdale needed a man with machine to help 
construct an access road on his property (on the outskirts of 
Hamilton), he called up a mate that he’d shorn with many 
years ago in Western Australia. Warren recalled how the 
pair had worked together for a New Zealand contractor, 
Ross Bryant, at Jerrimungup in 1984. Some light banter 
between the two during a smoko break suggested that Warren 
might have been the better shearer on those WA  merinos, 
but the mate was quick to add he later claimed back some 
of his own reputation on the few occasions they got amongst 
the crossbreds at home in New Zealand. ‘The ‘mate’, if you 
haven’t recognised him, is John Fagan, Golden Shears open 
champion 1984 and the cause of much fuss over world records 
after he’d shorn 804 lambs at Piopio in December 1980. That 
was much to the ‘disbelief’ of the late Godfrey Bowen, who 
was of the opinion that nobody could shear 800. But that’s 
another bedtime story, for another cold wintery night! 

STOP PRESS: We had to drop one out to fit this one in! Aidan 
Copp set a new eight-hour world record in the merino-cross 
lambs category on 17 August 2019. Shearing on a property in 
the Riverina District of New South Wales, Copp bettered the 
previous mark of 519 set by Dwayne Black in 2005. Sponsored 
by Lister, Copp’s run tallies were 135, 130, 125 and 134.
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All year round work available for 
experienced and reliable staff on 
our local and stay out runs. Fine 
wool shedhands required from 
start August until end October.

Quality accommodation available. 
Friendly and safe working 

environments. 

For enquiries call Joel on 
0274 075 531

The Shearers – New Zealand Legends 
by Ruth Entwistle Low.  
There’s	 a	 story	 in	Australian	 cricket	
folklore	about	a	burly	fast	bowler	from	
the	1980s	named	Merv	Hughes.	‘He’	
(aided mightily by Patrick Keane) 
produced	a	biography	at	the	end	of	his	
playing	career	and,	when	asked	how	it	
felt	to	have	written	a	book	he	said,	‘I 
have now actually written more books 
than I’ve read!’
Vaguely	within	 that	 same	 theme,	

Timaru-based	writer	and	oral	historian	
Ruth	Entwistle	Low	can	now,	 if	 she	
wants,	 claim	 to	 have	written	more	
books	 than	she	has	shorn	sheep.	The 
Shearers follows	her	2014	best-selling	
book, On the Hoof: The Untold Story 
of Drovers in New Zealand and is an 
equally	 impressive	 production	 from	
publisher,	 Penguin	Books.	And	 that	
one shorn sheep in her tally book may 
be	the	result	of	some	close	liaison	with	
that	 noted	 blade	man,	Tony	Dobbs,	
one	 of	 the	 book’s	many	 entertaining	
chapters.	
Launched	 at	 Timaru	 earlier	 this	

month,	 the	book	 is	divided	 into	 four	
parts:	The	 shearers;	 their	work,	 their	
world/culture,	and	their	guts	and	glory	
(accent	on	records	and	competitions).		
In	each	section,	Ruth	profiles	a	number	
of	 ‘identities’	 who	will	 be	 known	
personally, or by their deeds, to most 
readers	of	 this	book.	Part	one	 is	 told	
through	 the	 eyes	 of	 Peter	Casserly,	
Kelly Hokianga, Sarah Higgins, Jack 
Luttrell,	Murray	Grice	and	Peter	and	
Elsie	Lyon.

A	 Peter	 Casserly	 quote	 explains	
why	he	 stayed	 shearing	 for	 so	 long:	
‘When I started, on eight pound ten 
a hundred in 1965, my schoolmates 
were [earning] three pound a week as 
an apprentice mechanic; so I done a 
season shearing and went home in a 
Mark 1 Zephyr, and me mates on the 
West Coast were still riding pushbikes. 

So, next thing, I had a girl in the car, 
the elbow out the window and a crew 
cut haircut – and I’m still married to 
that girl [Gloria] …’
In	 Part	 two,	 Catherine	Mullooly,	

Edie Parkinson, Barry Pullin, Ian and 
Beth Kirkpatrick and Alister and Kim 
Cuming	 (Rewa	Shearing)	 talk	 about	
their	work,	and	Barry	talks	about	‘the	
top	two	inches’:		‘I quickly got into the 
habit [of putting his used combs and 
cutters on a needle, in the order they’d 
been used] because I could actually 
go back and look at the hours that I’d 
shorn,  and think back and say, okay 
on the second run those two cutters 
didn’t work so well, or that was a bad 
comb choice. So I could go back and 
see what was going wrong – whether I 
had bevel or the scallop wasn’t right, 
to see if I’d ground properly …’
Part	three	includes	stories	from	Hape	

Shearing,	Richard	Winiata	(Mahana),	
Brian	Kerr,	Ann	Robinson	(‘The	David	
Fagan	 of	 cooking’)	 and	Mackintosh	
Shearing.	

Ewen	says:	‘I think if your staff know 
you do genuinely care, they’ll do what 
needs to be done. You’ve got to be 
authentic. If you’re not authentic, they 
pick it out in ten minutes, they do.’
Part	 four	 contains	 contributions	

from	Malcolm	Sadler,	Reg	Benjamin,	
Bart	and	Nuku	Hadfield,	Tony	Dobbs	
and	 Brian	 ‘Snow’	 Quinn.	 ‘Snow’	
still	 remembers	 his	 first	 day	 on	 the	
handpiece,	offered	a	stand	for	the	day	
when	another	shearer	didn’t	turn	up.	He	
was	15.	‘They asked me if I’d like to 
shear and I said I’ll try – have a go. We 
were shearing for Mervyn and Collie 
Watson … and we were shearing lambs, 
and I shore 139 that day. I wasn’t very 
tidy, I don’t think, either, because every 
time the farmer came in he’d say, “I’ll 
show you how to do one,” and I’d be 
watching him and I’d think, ‘Gosh, I 
wish he’d hurry up and get rid of that 
lamb so I can shear another one.” I’ve 
never, ever forgotten that day.’

The Shearers (New Zealand Legends) 
is	available	from	all	good	book	stores.	
Published by Penguin Random House 
Books,	recommended	retail	$39.95.

* * * * * *

Book review

Above left: The cover of Ruth Entwistle Low’s new book, featuring stories about 
more than 20 legends of the board, with many stories never before seen in print. 
Above right: The author with her best day’s tally, shorn with help from Tony Dobbs.

Of course, you realise we [shearing	
judges] are the highest unpaid 
professionals in the world? (Robert 
Hudson, Top Class Wool Cutters,	1996.)
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Brunel Peaks woolshed, 22 February 1993 – the day and 
occasion  might not rate among the shearer’s favourite 
memories, but this photo, taken during  David Fagan’s failed 
world record attempt that day, rates favourite among the 
editor’s many thousands of images taken over the past 30 
years. Total focus evident on every face.

Tararua	Shearing	Ltd
Shearers and shedhands wanted. 

Must have good work ethics 
and be reliable.

Accommodation, meals and 
transport provided.

Work from mid-November to 
end of March.

Phone Lionel or Stephanie
Home 06 376 7877
Work 06 375 8488
Cell 027 440 7021

Member	NZ	Shearing	Contractors’	Association

Jack Harrison was a most interesting character with 
the gift of the gab. He’d had open heart surgery in the 
days when it was still very much pioneering surgery. 
He was one of the early success stories when a lot of 
the others didn’t make it. (Kerry Johnstone, Top Class 
Wool Cutters,	1996.)

Sheep Shearers join Union 
FIRST	Union	has	signed	the	first	industry	collective	covering	
sheep	shearers	and	wool	handlers	in	24	years	with	Manawatu	
Shearing	Limited.	The	collective	 includes	market-leading	
rates	of	pay	and	will	enable	workers	within	the	company	to	
engage more in the decision making around their employment 
and	in	the	wider	industry.	Due	to	the	seasonal	nature	of	sheep	
shearing,	 the	 initial	 agreement	will	 cover	 between	30-90	
workers	over	the	year.
The	collective	comes	after	concerns	over	wage	discrepancies,	

inadequate	timekeeping,	a	lack	of	employment	agreements,	
the	common	incorrect	taxation	of	staff	as	casuals,	not	paying	
proper holiday pay and many not paying rates recommended 
by	the	New	Zealand	Shearing	Contractors’	Association.
FIRST	Union	sees	the	shearing	industry	as	an	integral	part	

of	the	wool	supply	chain	and	already	represents	workers	in	
production,	manufacturing,	and	retail	of	textiles	and	clothing	
in	New	Zealand.	There	is	an	opportunity	to	use	the	union’s	
industrial	power	to	promote	training,	upskilling,	more	value	
added	processing	in	New	Zealand	and	to	give	an	alternative	
voice	for	the	industry	in	the	public	sphere.
As	such,	the	Union	has	also	committed	to	returning	half	

of	all	income	obtained	from	union	fees	back	into	upskilling	
members	 in	 their	 trade.	Union	 spokesperson	 Jared	Abbott	
says	our	union	wants	to	see	as	much	value-added	processing	
as	possible	returned	to	New	Zealand	communities.	
‘With	our	existing	relationships	in	the	Textiles	and	Clothing	

industries,	we	see	our	involvement	in	Sheep	Shearing	as	an	
opportunity	to	promote	a	strong	a	sustainable	industry	in	New	
Zealand	for	years	to	come.
‘Many	companies	that	use	wool	in	the	products	promote	

concepts	around	ethical	supply	chains,	but	what	we	know,	
is	when	you	scratch	below	 the	surface	we	see	all	 sorts	of	
injustices	going	on.		Unions	have	the	power	to	access	workers	
both	locally	and	nationally	and	find	out	what	is	really	going	
on,	and	we	intend	to	use	that	to	our	members	advantage	while	
ensuring	that	companies	trading	wool	are	living	up	to	their	
own	standards.’	added	Abbott.
The	agreement	allows	for	other	companies	 to	become	a	

party	to	it	–	FIRST	Union	is	hopeful	that	over	time	the	entire	
industry	will	 become	party	 to	 the	 agreement.	The	Union	
presented	to	other	employers	about	its	plans	for	the	industry	
at	the	New	Zealand	Shearing	Contractors’	Association		Annual	
General	Meeting	in	May	2019.
The	 union	 is	 taking	 a	 number	 of	 initiatives,	 including	

developing	industry	strategies	to	support	a	strong	wool	price,	
investing	in	training	and	development	opportunities,	working	
cooperatively	with	good	employers	while	targeting	those	not	
playing	by	the	rules.	
“Having	a	union	active	in	this	industry	means	workers	have	

a	voice	at	the	table	of	decisions	being	made	by	government	
that	 affect	 them,	 such	as	 the	 restructuring	of	 the	 industry	
training	organisations.	But	we	don’t	just	want	workers	to	have	
a	say,	we	want	them	to	know	their	rights	and	know	that	we	
exist	to	help	them	enforce	their	rights,’	said	Abbott.
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BARROWCLIFFE 
SHEARING

Fancy	work	in	the	King	Country,	
Nov-Feb	 and	May-July	 periods?	
Have you got:
• Good	work	ethic?
• Positive	attitude?
• Respect	for	fellow	employees	

and	clients?
• Ability	to	have	fun?

Training available.
Call Mark on 0275 544 433

Member NZSCA and ShearNZ

By Angus Moore
How	many	 times	have	you	heard	 an	
older	shearer	say	to	a	learner,	‘harden	
up’?	As	someone	who	has	had	 to	do	
plenty	of	hardening	up	over	the	years,	
I	believe	there	is	a	place	for	the	phrase,	
especially	when	it	comes	to	the	wool	
harvesting industry, but more care 
needs	to	be	taken	as	to	when	this	phrase	
is	spoken.
One	point	of	concern	for	me	is	when	

someone	who	 is	new	 in	 the	shearing	
profession,	or	has	had	a	spell	for	any	
time,	thinks	to	themselves,		‘my	back	is	
tired	and	sore’.	Usually	this	is	met	with	
the	age	old	‘harden	up	mate’.	‘Soft’.
In	 the	past	with	smaller	animals	 that	
were	 less	 aggressive,	we	may	 have	
been	able	to	get	by	with	this	attitude,	
but	not	now.	Here	is	why	I	think	that	is.
	The	physiology	behind	it	is	that	the	

muscles in your bum, hips, stomach 
and	 lower	 back	make	 up	 the	 core.	
When	 you	 make	 bending/lifting/
pulling	 and	 twisting	movements,	 all	
the	muscles	in	the		core	work	together	
as	one	unit.	If	proper	body	position	is	
used	then	all	should	go	well.	However,	
it	is	not	very	natural	for	muscles	to	go	
from	being	used	a	little	to	being	used	
for	eight	hours	a	day,	five,	six	or	seven	
days	of	the	week.

When a muscle gets tired it stops 
working	as	well	as	it	could.	Reactions	
are	 slower	 and	 movements	 less	
powerful	with	 less	 control.	This	 is	
called	fatigue.	
So	 now,	 in	 the	 third	 run,	we	 have	

a	person	on	the	stand	with	a	fatigued	

back and can’t put your socks on, or 
just	 a	 general	 discomfort	 that	 never	
goes	away.	These	are	a	few	things	that	
can	be	done	so	as	a	worker	you	get	the	
best	out	of	yourself	both	in	the	short	
and	long	term.
Firstly,	if	looking	to	get	into	shearing	

or	having	time	off,	make	sure	you	keep	
up	a	good	level	of	strength	and	over	all	
fitness.	There	are	a	few	guys	out	there	
providing	very	specific	advice	on	this	
or you could see a physio or personal 
trainer.
Secondly,	invest	in	a	bungy.	I	hang	

mine	up	most	days	and	especially	if	I	
have	had	some	down	time	or	a	niggle.	
I	find	that	shearing	in	it	for	the	first	15	
minutes	of	every	run,	and	on	and	off	
during	the	run	is	the	best	way	to	get	into	
it	after	a	break	of	a	few	weeks	or	more.	
If	I	need	to	I	will	just	leave	it	hanging	
and	shear	every	second	sheep	out	of	it	
while	it	swings	above.
	Young	 people	 starting	 out	 should	

have one on hand to take the pressure 
off	 as	 the	 body	 and	 back	 especially,	
until	they	get	used	to	the	rigours	of	the	
job.	All	in	all	a	good	tool	of	the	trade.	
Not	one	I	want	to	use	all	the	time	but	I	
do	when	it	makes	life	easier.	
I	 know	many	 people	 who	 have	

sworn	they	would	never		use	a	bungy	
and	put	all	the	younger	guys	off	them	
potentially doing the younger ones 
unnecessary	damage.	When	 the	 time	
comes that they need to use one, they 
wish	they	had	tried	one	years	ago.
Remember	it’s	just	another	tool	you	

can	use	to	make	life	a	little	easier.

back that is sore and starting to play on 
their	mind.	‘Harden	up.’
The	sheep	could	be	a	little	heavy	or	

the	shed	is	a	closed	board	with	a	tricky	
drag.	Maybe	they	are	composites.
This	situation	can	cause	all	sorts	of	

problems.	If	a	sheep	moves	awkwardly	
and	puts	the	shearer	off	balance	they	
could	end	up	with	a	short	or	long	term	
injury	very	easily.
Now	 that	 the	 back	 is	 fatigued	 and	

not doing its part properly the other 
muscles	 start	 to	 take	 over.	This	 can	
cause	an	imbalance.
The	chain	reaction	to	all	this	is	not	

hard	 to	 see.	 Slipped	discs,	 herniated	
disc	 ruptured	 disc,	 back	 out.	Tight	

It’s okay for hard men to use a bungy

The bungy, a tool for body care (modelled 
by Kevin Casey at Waimate, 1990.)
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Shearing on Sardinia
If	sheep	statistics	can	be	relied	upon,	the	island	of	Sardinia	
is	home	to	at	least	half	of	Italy’s	national	flock	of	7.1	million	
sheep.	Little	surprise	then	that	Sardinian	farmers	are	happy	
to get some imported help shearing their sheep, and that 
notoriously	 far-ranging	Kiwi	 shearers	 have	 been	 readily	
putting	their	hands	up	for	the	May-June	gig	for	more	than	
30	years.	
The	experience	is	a	deep	immersion	in	a	unique	culture	

which	sees	the	shearers	eating	and	drinking,	feasting	really,	
with	 the	 locals	most	afternoons.	There’s	 little	work	done	
anywhere	 on	Sardinia	 between	1pm	and	4pm,	when	 it’s	
hottest;	shops	shut,	roads	are	quiet.	For	the	shearers,	this	
translates	 to	 needing	 to	 take	 two	 bites	 at	 each	 shearing	
day,	which	 requires	 an	 essential	 shift	
in	mindset	 and	 approach	 to	 the	 free	
flowing	wine	 and	 beer	 on	 offer	 each	
afternoon.	
Shearers	 are	 typically	on	 the	 farms	

shearing	 after	morning	milking	 by	
8.30am,	then	shear	some	more	–	mostly	
at	a	different	farm	because	flocks	are	
rarely	big	–	after	milking	in	the	evening.	
The	 evening	 job	 can	 be	 followed	by	
another	 drinking	 and	 eating	 event.	
Shearing time there clearly brings 
families	and	friends	together.	The	local	
priest can be in attendance and tradition 
dictates that draggers bring the sheep to 
the	shearers.	When	you’ve	got	a	gang	of	
professional	shearers	blazing	the	wool	
off	 that	 calls	 for	 a	 hearty	 contingent	
of	 draggers,	 and	 so	 lots	 of	 people	 to	
indulge	with	afterwards.

Sardinia, or Sardegna as the Italians call it, is an island 
smack	bang	 in	 the	middle	of	 the	Mediterranean	Sea	200	
kms	west	of	Italy,	200	kms	north	of	the	African	continent.	
It	has	about	2000	kms	of	coastline	and	a	land	area	of	24,100	
sq	kms,	so	it	is	bigger	than	Wales	but	smaller	than	Hawaii.	
Sardinia is Italian, but its isolation has preserved traditions, 
languages	and	a	culture	distinct	 from	mainland	 Italy.	An	

estimated	1.6	million	people	live	on	Sardinia,	so	compared	
to	most	of	Europe,	this	is	not	a	densely	populated	place.	
The	wool	from	the	Sardo	sheep	is	considered	a	by-product.	

It	is	similar	to	the	NZ	Drysdale	with	long	coarse	guard	hair	
and	just	a	small	amount	of	softer	short	staple.	The	sheep	
are	predominately	farmed	for	their	milk.	Pecorino	Sardo	is	
a	widely	regarded	hard	cheese	made	from	Sardinian	sheep	
milk.	But	Sardinia	has	numerous	other	types	of	traditional	
cheese	made	from	sheep	and	goats	milk.	Cazu	Marzu,	made	
from	sheep	milk,	squirms	with	maggots!	Locals	look	upon	
it as a delicacy but their traditional hospitality commonly 
extends	 to	 them	 offering	 it	 to	 their	 shearers	 too.	Meat	
features	strongly	in	the	feast	equation	too,	see	photo	opposite	

of	 the	 traditional	means	 of	 cooking	
outdoors;	 suckling	 pigs,	 sheep	meat,	
and	all	parts	of	the	carcass	are	cooked	
spit-roast	style.	Delicious.
Farms	 have	 dogs	 that	 live	 with	

the	 sheep,	 to	 guard	 them.	The	 dogs,	
and	 farm	 cats	 too,	 aren’t	 pets	 and	
keep	 a	wary	 distance	 from	 visiting	
Kiwis.	Mostly,	 no	 one	 lives	 on	 the	
farms.	It	appears	tradition	is	to	retreat	
to	 the	 safety	 of	 towns	 and	 villages	
each	 evening.	A	 glance	 at	 history	
tells	 the	 story	 of	 Sardinia	 being	 an	
often-invaded	 land	mass,	 and	 there	
is	 strong	 archaeological	 evidence	 of	
well	organised	but	very	 tribal	culture	
established	 there	 through	 the	Bronze	
Age	1800	BCE.	This	fierce	loyalty	to	
family	and	clan	prevails	 in	Sardinian	
culture	 today,	 so	 the	 opportunity	 for	

shearers	to	be	welcomed	there	as	they	are,	is	an	experience	
to	be	valued,	and	respected.
Footnote:	Other	nationalities,	particularly	French,	also	shear	
on	Sardinia	each	year.	
(Words and photo essay page 37opposite from Marg Forde, 
who has visited the island twice and whose husband Edsel 
has shorn the last 12 seasons on Sardinia.)

Proud to support N.Z. Shearing Magazine

We require staff July-October and January-May
Accommodation, travel and meals provided

Good attitude towards work and our clients essential
Reliable work and weather patterns in Central Otago

Employment Agreement based on NZSCA
Work under NZSCA ‘SHEARNZ’ programme

All enquiries welcomed. Contact Peter or Elsie
Tel 03 448 6378 Fax 03 448 9201

Email: elsie@peterlyonshearing.co.nz

MID/SOUTH CANTERBURY

Requires quality shearers and 
woolhandlers for permanent 
or seasonal work. Good rates 

offered, must be drug free.

Phone Tony 027 693 3010
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Bale makers: Top left descending: Willie Sharp and Craig Tepu, Golden Shears 1993; Basil Pomara, 1992; Lisa Lawton 
and Bryce Napier, 1997. Middle descending: Rangi Ruru, 1996; Kerry Solomon, 1996; Bryce Le Lievere, 1991. Right 
descending: Roy Toia, 1993; Gail, pressing the bale her way, 1994.

Chrystal Shearing
Has positions available for 

reliable, experienced shearers 
and shedhand workers for 

mainshear. Nov. to end of Jan. 
Our 2nd shr run is March to 

end of July. Ring now to secure 
a position.

Phone Farrell on 06 839 7999 
mob 027 308 8725

Or Max (organiser) on 027 688 4673

Y-NOT SHEARING
Flinders Ranges
South Australia

WANTED
Quality shearers and shed staff

All camp out sheds
Excellent conditions

No drugs

Phone ++61427672370
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Heiniger New Zealand   |   heiniger.co.nz   |   (03) 349 8282

Image for illustration purposes only.

SHEARING PLANT COVER
When you buy an Evo.

40% OFF 
With proof of prior Evo purchase such as 

receipt or submitted warranty card.*

BUY NOW
Available to everyone with Heiniger or non-Heiniger 
shearing plants. Our covers are designed to fit most 

modern shearing heads and downtubes.

OR

OR

FREE 

Offer available from your local Heiniger stockist from November 26, 2018 while stocks last. 
*A valid proof of purchase/receipt must be supplied or you must have registered your product 

for warranty to be eligible for the 40% off promotion.
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See instore or on our website for further details

PURCHASE ANY 5 LISTER SHEARING 
COMBS FROM A LEADING FARM 
MERCHANDISE STORE, BETWEEN 1ST 
SEPT 2019 AND 30TH NOV 2019 AND 
GO INTO THE DRAW TO WIN A MEGA 
COMB BOX PACKED WITH 70 COMBS

BY APPOINTMENT
TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

MANUFACTURERS OF
ANIMAL CARE PRODUCTS

LISTER SHEARING EQUIPMENT LTD.
STONEHOUSE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE

Developed for the professional shearer, the Skorpion’s contoured 
body has been expertly moulded to deliver true precision cutting 
and effortless results. Perfectly weighted, the Skorpion provides 
cool running and comfort over long periods of time.

>  TRIPLE BEARING TECHNOLOGY  
FOR A SMOOTH, PROFESSIONAL CUT

> PRECISION CONTROL

> COOL RUNNING

lister-shearing.com | acto.co.nz

IN ASSOCIATION WITH ACTO AGRICULTURE NZ LTD

VALUED  
AT $2500*

*RRP  
INCL GST 

(Free promotional beanies are available between 
01/09/19 – 30/11/19 or while stocks last)

GET A FREE BEANIE  
WHEN YOU PURCHASE  

A SKORPION HANDPIECE

LONG BEVEL MEDIUM BEVEL SHORT BEVEL

Lister’s high-performance cutters are hot forged and precision ground 
to ensure reliable consistency

THE ULTIMATE IN CUTTING TECHNOLOGY 
WITH MAXIMUM USER PROTECTION


