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Greetings people and welcome to edition number 97
of Shearing magazine. My, don’t the months just keep
whizzing by! So much for the restful winter we spoke
about in April’s Under Cover Story.
Shearing seems to be receiving favourable publicity
from all sorts of angles and ‘channels’ at present. We first
congratulate everyone involved in the ‘She Shears’ movie
production which, by all accounts, takes five women from
our industry to glamorous heights while doing the rounds
of premiere venues. The opening at Auckland earlier this
month received great coverage from TV’s Seven Sharp
programme and we understand the movie will be in
theatres for the general public from October.
Meantime the Shear Bro Maori TV series takes us ‘deep
into the heart of Dannevirke’ with the Paewai Mullins
team, providing further relief from other varieties of
reality television. Just quietly, I prefer the sweat that goes
down in the sheds to the sweat that goes from brow to
mixing bowl in the high class kitchens of the world.
Big news of the period must be the recently introduced
wage increases for shed staff – we hope that goes a long
way to addressing the problem of staff shortages and
Tasman-hopping in pursuit of better reward.
And speaking of things across the Tasman – may it rain
big time all over Australia, and soon!
Take care, see you in December.

Ka kite ano
Des Williams (editor)
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Always make yourself comfortable before you start to read
your Shearing magazine. Sonny Kumeroa-style, 1992!
Cover photo: Main photo by Richard Sampey: images of
Rangiora’s Kelvyn Scott (and some friends) who has recently
retired after a long career in the shearing industry, including
26 years with Takanini-based shearing supplies company,
Acto Agriculture. Kelvyn tells us something about himself
in our Cover story at pages 8 and 9. Take it easy, Kelvyn!

Photo credits: Aidan Copp p12, 13; Ainsley family p32;
Allan Oldfield p31; Amiria Hokianga p33 (gang); Barbara
Newton p9, 38; Bernie Walker p14, 15; Brendon Potae p26
(Lyon gang); Bruce Abbott p5; Dede Downs p33; Jenny
Manttan p10, 11; Jill Angus Burney p24 (She Shears); Kathryn
Morrison p17; Lorrene Te Kanawa p23; Lynley Waddell p8;
Mark Barrowcliffe p35; NZSCA p33 (Robinson). All others
Shearing magazine/Last Side Publishing Ltd.
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DAVE BATEMAN

shearing supplies
Quality gear, Bargain prices, Great service
BB

AA

13 Tooth combs
$21 each

All Cutters $4.50 each
ONLY $45 PER BOX

Choose from:
- AA or BB shape
- Full thickness or ground
- Standard or Wide throw

9 Tooth combs
$23 each

Cover combs
$25 each

Convex combs
$18 each

We stock parts and accessories to ﬁt most shearing brands
$100 each
Inner Flexis - made to order
$100 each
Outer Flexis 1.5m 1.8m and 2m
Comb Screws ﬁt Sunbeam/Beiyuan/Lister/Heiniger from $11 each
$50 pair
Handpiece Cogs
$120 each
Pendulum - duel (comb and cutter also available)
minor from $50 each
Handpiece Repair Kits
major from $95 each
As well as Grinders, Dagging Plants, and much more......

Handpieces
starting from
$380

parts also available

Only need a couple of things? Just want to try something new? No Problem!
There are no minimum orders
Free delivery for standard courier orders*, including to RD addresses.

Contact us today!
PH: 0800 837 300 TXT: 027-5454549
www.BatemanShearingSupplies.com
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice, prices include GST, free postage excludes freight and oversized, heavy items .
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New Zealand Wool Classers’ Association
Merit/Commendation Awards for 2017/2018
Merino Award (sponsor NZ Merino)
Pagan Karauria (M2120) – The Gorge.
Commendation: Guy Palmer (A 1678) Mt Arrowsmith;
Murray McLachlan (D1677) Mt Nicholas Station; Katie
Wilson (M2113) Waikora; Bill Dowle (D1076) Tekoa;
Tracey Hill (A1722) Huxley Gorge; Sharon Lawton (M1563)
Quailburn Downs; Hillary Tahere (A2124) Mt White; Jason
Nahona (C1575) Lindis Downs; Ian McKenzie (P1382)
Craigroy; Rose Barnett (A1565) Moutere & Otematata/
Aviemore; Tina Elers (A2129) JN/Matakanui (1/4 Bred).

Owner Classer Awards (sponsor PGG Wrightson Wool)
Merit Award: Lindon Sanders (FM2052) Little Valley
(merino).
Commendation: Juliet Jones (FA887) Matarae (merino);
Simon McRae (D752) Overland (corriedale); Angus Sandall
(FM2135) Upton Fells; Simon Harvey (FD1017) Glen
Orkney.

Q Stencil Award (sponsor Peter Lyon Shearing)
Merit Award: Harata Taunoa (Q167) Ti Kapu and Hiwinui).
Mid-Micron Award (sponsor CP Wools)
Merit Award: Ada Louise Watkin (A1744) Eskhead Station.
Crossbred Award (sponsor Canterbury Wool Scourers)
Commendation: Brian Ponsonby (A1442) Overland; Brian Merit Award: Bridget Speight (A1040) Whare Creek.
Robertson (A2117) Emerald Hills; Nigel Cosser (A1285)
Pinelea/VE (conj); Margaret Forde (A1260) Loch Linnhe North Island Award (sponsor Brendan Mahony Shearing)
Merit Award: David Daunton (FX1136) Te Kaihi (crossbred).
Station.

NZ Wool Classers’ Association Merit
Award winners 2017-2018: clockwise
from top left: Pagan Karauria; Ada
Louise Watkin with Roger Fuller (CP
Wools); Lindon Sanders with Graeme

Bell (NZWCA); David Daunton with
Laurie Boniface (Taratahi); Harata
Taunoa; Brenda Speight with Struan
Hulme (Canterbury Wool Scourers).
Inset: Marg Forde.
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Welcome, Mark Robinson

If you think this face looks a bit familiar
you’re probably right, especially if you’re
a follower of our National Game. He’s
Mark Robinson, nine-test All Black
2000-2002; former Crusader during
that same period. Also represented
Wellington, Taranaki, Canterbury and
As the sign says – the gang from Flaxmere-based A&T Hokianga Shearing
New Zealand Universities as a midContractors, catching some sun during a lunch break.
fielder. He’s presently a member of the
New Zealand Rugby Union Board and
the World Rugby Executive Committee.
So what’s all that got to do with
shearing? Well, quite a lot really because
Mark has recently taken up a new, parttime role as Executive Officer for the
New Zealand Shearing Contractors’
Association. He sees his immediate
priority as working with the Executive
and other industry people to implement
the NZSCA Strategic Plan (see notes page
35) via a combination of ‘desk bound’
work and getting out among the people as
appropriate. Promoting the Tahi Ngatahi
programme is also on his agenda.
Not until we are ready! Waitomo District Sports coordinator Dede Downs holds
Mark grew up on a dairy farm at
the mob in check before they are let loose for the annual ‘Running of the Sheep’ Kaponga. He now lives at New Plymouth.
at Te Kuiti – now an established tradition at the New Zealand Championships.

VACANCIES AVAILABLE
FOR QUALITY SHEARERS AND
WOOLHANDLERS
STARTING IN MAINSHEAR,
NOVEMBER 2018
ALL ENQUIRIES TO JOE OR WIKI

Hyde Shearing gang at Brookfield, Motu, 27 February 2018. Back left: Paddy,
Tommy, Matarua, Jack and James. Front left: Jessica (with Bug), Rayna and Loma.
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Ecky: from office boy to Patron
Born at Alexandra and (then) living
By Des Williams
at Omakau, just a few kilometres
Not everyone is blessed with a good
up the road. Since then he has gone
memory and chances are, not everyone
considerably further, to the Ida Valley,
over the age of 35 could tell you where
another few kilometres up the road.
they were or what they were doing that
Ecky had no direct farming backday in 1994 when news filtered through
ground to spike his interest in wool, but
about David Fagan shearing 702 ewes
that soon followed when he landed a job
at Brunel Peaks. Or even more recently,
with Wrightsons – starting as office boy
where you were and what you were
and graduating through the company to
doing when those hi-jacked planes flew
stock and station agent, which remained
into New York’s Twin Towers.
his occupation for most of his career.
Without wanting to trivialise those
He spent his ‘holidays’ working in
two earth-shattering events, just about
wool sheds and eventually became a
everyone can tell you when they first
professional wool classer, operating
heard Alistair Eckhoff (‘Ecky’ to all
around the Queenstown and Maniatoto
and sundry) tell a joke or say something
areas. He enjoyed the association with
funny. ‘The first time I met him and the
the local farmers, albeit from a different
last time I met him,’ most would reply.
perspective than that which his ‘real
Ecky also has friends who say he hasn’t
Alistair Eckhoff – serious business
job’ with Wrightsons brought him.
really been around forever, it just seems
being Patron and Past-President.
Ecky says it was Jenny Te Whata who
that way, and long may it continue.
suggested he become a woolhandling
And the man himself confirms, he’s
only been present at about 50 of the 56 New Zealand Fine judge – the exact year eludes him now but probably about
Wool championships held to date – with Number 57 due to 1978. After learning the fine points out at the Earnscleugh
shed, he was thrust into real action at the Alex show that same
take place on 28/29 September 2018.
Shearing magazine had to thoroughly search its extensive evening. By 1987 Ecky had replaced Jenny as convenor of
photo archives to find an image of Ecky seriously befitting his the Show’s woolhandling event. This year marks his 40 years
now responsible role as Patron of the New Zealand Merino of judging.
Mr Eckhoff has noted changes to the New Zealand Merino
Shears Society at Alexandra.
When this writer first ‘interviewed’ Mr Eckhoff nearly 25 Shears event over the years of involvement – some changes
years ago he learned it was the man’s own considered opinion being the result of his own observations of good ideas
observed at other shows around the country, and a desire to
he ‘hadn’t gone very far in life’.
keep improving wherever possible.
It’s the people and camaraderie that keeps the competition
57th New Zealand Merino
circuit going as much as anything else, Ecky reckons. And
Shearing & Woolhandling
he should know, being responsible for generating most of the
Championships
fun himself wherever he goes. ‘I remember Jimmy Fagan
coming down for a couple of years and not having much luck
in progressing from the heats. ‘I had exactly the same pen of
Molyneux Stadium, Alexandra
mongrel sheep today that I had last year,’ he told me. I just
Fri/Sat 28/29 September 2018
laughed with him. The next year he came down and won the
Open. I said to him, ‘Someone must have shuffled the sheep
• Open shearing EF $67.00 (start 7.00am Saturday)
for you this year, Jimmy?’ And he just laughed.
• PGG National Circuit EF $60.00
Ecky retains his close interest in rugby, being a former
• Senior shearing EF$57.00
Otago referee and member of the ORFU appointments panel.
• Open woolhandling EF $57.00 (start 7.00am Friday)
He’s also been spending more time breeding horses for the
• Senior woolhandling EF$ $52.00
racetrack – his larger property at Ida Valley providing the
• Junior woolhandling EF $47.00
space for brood mares.
• Novice woolhandling EF $30.00
Now into his second year as Patron of the Society, Ecky has
• NZ Merino Teams (2 shearers & woolhandlers any grade)
previously served as President, as well as other committee
EF $69.00
roles and wool convenor. He also represented New Zealand
• Total prizemoney exceeds $17,800
as woolhandling judge at the 2005 world championships in
• Cover comb used in all events
Toowoomba, Australia.
• Reporting time 30 minutes before all events
The NZ Merino Shears will continue for a while yet, he
All entries by 21 September 2018 to
reckons, though he notes the number of merino wethers being
nolanevill@gmail.com or text 021 213 9299
farmed are gradually dropping in favour of merino ewes.
Pay entry fees direct to ANZ 06 0917 0008266 00
‘The sheep may get a little more difficult to find as time
(Late entries, if accepted, will incur $10.00 penalty)
goes on. For the moment we are all set to go for the 57th NZ
Merino Shears on 28/29 September at Molyneux Stadium.’
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Kelvyn Scott retires

Many of you will recognise Kelvyn Scott from seeing him at
hundreds of shearing shows around the South Island over the
past quarter-century. Kelvyn has just retired after 26 years of
working for Acto Agriculture since 1992.
At 76 years-of-age it’s now time for Kelvyn to put his feet
up and relax for a while (yeah right!) and maybe even head
overseas on a cruise or two. His work for Acto has taken him
all over the South Island, servicing shearing plant, handpieces
and woolpresses, as well as heading to many shearing shows
and speedshears representing the Lister brand.
He has been involved in world shearing championships
and Fieldays and has liaised with farm merchandise stores,
supplying advice and product or whatever was needed. The
team at Acto wish Kelvyn and Jill all the very best enjoyment
in retirement and want to extend a huge ‘thank you’ from
everyone for their amazing dedication to the shearing
industry. (Lynley Waddell)
We asked Kelvyn to tell us a little bit about himself. To our
surprise and delight, the quiet man obliged:
‘I was born and bred in Christchurch, attending St Albans
Primary School then on to St Andrews College from 1955-59.
While there I represented Canterbury in the under fourteen
football team, made the 2nd XI cricket team, and played
football for Christchurch Technical Club.
‘I left school after my fifth form (end of 1959) and went
to work on a farm at West Eyreton. My first pay was three
pounds twelve shillings and six pence a week. This included
board and lodgings. I worked on two farms in West Eyreton
before moving to a mixed cropping farm at Methven in 1962.
I moved back to Christchurch in 1963 and took a job with J
Mercer & Sons who made stainless steel sinks and benches
as well as copper vats and wet backs for fire places to boost
hot water in house hot water cylinders. I learnt gas welding
skills as well as engineering skills.
‘I moved from there to Adcock & Sons Ltd in 1964 to
learn the sheet metal trade, making bulk feed silos for poultry
farms, dust extraction ducting for Bunnings brushes, saw dust
and wood shavings from spindle lathes, etc. I also learned to
electric weld and solder while I was there.
‘In 1967 I moved back out to a stud sheep and cropping
farm at West Eyreton where I learned to shear, as we used
to shear all our own sheep, approx. 3,000 plus 300 stud ram
hoggets. I also did a lot of tractor work, making concrete

OT SHEARING
N
Y
Flinders Ranges
South Australia

WANTED
Quality shearers and shed staff
All camp out sheds
Excellent conditions
No drugs

Phone ++61427672370

The Retiree: Lance Waddell presented Kelvyn Scott with
the Waddell Trophy for outstanding service to the shearing
industry in 2003. Inset: the handsome trophy acknowledging
26 years of outstanding service to Acto Agriculture, presented
to Kelvyn on his retirement in July.
posts, making and welding up pipe gates, etc. I married my
wife Jill in December 1968 and we became the married couple
on this farm.
‘In 1973 we made the decision to go full time shearing, a
big commitment but looking long term we were not going to
be anything but a farmer’s married couple for years to come.
The opportunity came up to be part of a two stand open shearing run in the Cust-West Eyreton area.
‘In May 1974 I had the chance to go shearing at Longreach,
Australia to help out the contractors over there to get the
sheep shorn as they had a shortage of shearers mainly due to
the changes they were having and some of the shearers and
shepherds had moved on to other jobs just to survive. (To p 9.)

Chrystal Shearing
Has positions available for
reliable, experienced shearers
and shedhand workers for
mainshear. Nov. to end of Jan.
Our 2nd shr run is March to
end of July. Ring now to secure
a position.
Phone Farrell on 06 839 7999
mob 027 308 8725
Or Max (organiser) on 027 688 4673
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(Kelvyn Scott continued from page 8)
‘The decision to go was quite hard as we had a 2½ year old
daughter and a six-week old son that my wife would have to
look after on her own while I was away for 2½ months but,
being the organised and very capable person that she is it was
no problem to her with a little help from her friends.
It was a great experience, the lighting at night was by carbide
light and you had to burn mosquito coils in the doorway of your
quarters each night so you didn’t get eaten alive by mosquitos.
‘I got involved with the then Lister-Petter company who
handled Lister shearing gear, stationary motors, etc. In about
1988 they got involved with wool presses, the first being the
Lister Delta, and needed somebody to help their rep, Ray
Dunick install, service and repair these wool presses, with
the next model Lister Compak coming out here about 1990.
‘I kept shearing until September 1992, when I was offered
a job with Acto Agriculture (Lance Waddell), when they took
on the Lister agency for New Zealand. I became their sales rep
and service engineer in the South Island which I did on my
own for about 18 years, until Acto employed Tom Wilson as
another rep. in the South Island. I averaged 20 shearing and
woolhandling competitions a season from October to midApril, setting up shearing plant and grinders for competitions
and sponsoring product and singlets from Acto Agriculture.
‘I started judging in 1993, serving a three-year apprenticeship
before I received my Judging badge in 1996 from Murray
Christie who was the chief examiner at that time. I’ve judged
at most South Island competitions and, in 2003, was invited
to judge at the New Zealand Shearing Champs at Te Kuiti.
This was one of the biggest shearing and woolhandling
competitions in the country so was a great experience for me.
‘In 2005 I was selected as the New Zealand shearing judge
for the world championships in Toowoomba, Australia, along
with the woolhandling judge, Alistair Eckhoff [see page 7].
Again, this was a great experience to see how another country
runs a world championship. I think New Zealand still has the
upper hand in this expertise.
‘In 2017 I was privileged to be involved with the world
shearing and woolhandling championships at Invercargill, my
job being to look after the Lister Nexus Pro shearing plant and
the Pro grinders, and as Lister was one of the major sponsors it
was a great place to show off our product. This was excellently
run by the Organising Committee and volunteers would have
been proud to be part of such a huge event.
‘Speed shears became increasingly popular in the early
2000s, reaching a peak of around 26 a year that I ran. More
recently they have been steady at around 15 each year. I
have also been involved with various committees over the
years, the main three that I organised and helped run were Geez Ross, are you still working on those Stonehenge rams!
Canterbury A&P Shears from 1989-2018; Northern A&P You’d better get Andrew in to lend a hand!
Shears (Rangiora) 2000-2018, and the Sefton Shears from
2007-2018. I’ve also helped other shearing and woolhandling
GRANT MURDOCH SHEARING
committees where we supplied shearing plant and sponsorship
Kurow (Member NZSCA)
on the day.
‘I was made the ‘Show Legend’ by the Canterbury A&P
Committee in 2014, in recognition of my involvement with Positions available for reliable, experienced finewool shearers
the Canterbury competitions over the past 25 years. I estimate and shedhands for pre-lamb. Mid-July to end of October.
I travelled approximately 1.5 million kilometres over the 26
Great working environment, accommodation available, top
years I was working for Acto.’
And the final word from another quiet man, commentator pay rates, meals and transport provided.
Norm Harraway: ‘Kelvyn would have to have been the hardest
For all enquiries call Grant on 0274 307 678
working man on the South Island shearing sports competition
or office 03 4360436
circuit. An unsung hero, and a true legend.’
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Jenny Manttan – 40 main shears
Jenny Manttan
I was 19 when I started shearing, and I shore 30 main shears
full time on a stand. I still shear a few every main shear, and
this year will be my 40th main shear.
I was raised in Otane, Central Hawkes Bay. My parents
had the 4-Square Store there and also a paddock of sheep,
which as a small child I was intrigued by.
My secondary schooling was in Auckland, but I couldn’t
wait to leave. I was a country girl at heart. So, I got a job
as a land girl on a farm near Pahiatua. The Wool Board
Shearing Schools happened to be run on this farm, and the
shearers told me that instead of earning $40 a week as a land
girl, I could go rousing and earn $40 a day! So, lured by the
prospect of this huge money, I promptly left the farm and
contacted Tony O’Reilly from Apiti. (He had been one of
Allan Barker’s gangers, and both he and Nolan Kraiger had
taken half the run each when Allan retired.)
Tony had an extensive eight-stand run in the Central North
Island, from Hunterville, Taihape, Raetihi and down the
Parapara to Whanganui. This was the late 1970s, and the
first shed I ever worked at was Drysdale Station, Hunterville,
owned by John Lilburn at the time. We left Apiti, crammed
into Tony’s double cab Bedford truck, with our swags, the
cooking gear and three weeks worth of supplies on the back
tray. I was embarking on the adventure of a lifetime!
I rousied for the second shear, but come main shear I
wanted to learn to shear. However Tony had a strict policy.
First you had to press for the eight-stand gang for a second
shear, (centre-pole press and sew up the bales in those
days), full belly and flank crutch for the winter, and then
dag for the eight-stand gang for main shear. This was a very
wise policy because it gave you a gradual build up of body
strength, the handpiece skills needed to shear, and also an
overview and appreciation of every aspect of work in the
gang. If you survived all this, you got a second shear stand.
And I made sure I did.
I shore my first full main shear in 1979. The defining
moment for me was when, after work one day, one of the
guys said, ‘Come and have a beer with us.’ I knew then I
had made the grade!
In December 1980 I remember shearing at Polsons down
the Parapara at Mangamahu. We heard on the news that
John Lennon had been shot! We actually stopped work for
a minute! I felt we were all profoundly affected because it
symbolised that even in far away New Zealand, Kiwi youth
were still affected by the cultural revolution.
It was really exciting working for Tony because if there
was one thing that you could always expect, it was the
unexpected! He would fly his plane to the shed, making hairy
landings on precarious air strips in the dark at God-forsaken
hours. Coupled with his tendency to procrastinate with an
‘ah ah ah’, (‘things are a bit of a shemozzle’) he earned the
affectionate nickname, ‘the Goose’!
In order to rectify the ‘shemozzle’, ‘the Goose’ would
get us shearing 10-hour days on a regular basis. Sometimes
we would do the graveyard shift, but more often we would
have an early start at 4am and do a three-hour run before
breakfast. We were young, keen, and the extra hour boosted
our tallies enormously.

That run before breakfast is my favourite. As anyone who
has shorn nine-hour days will know, this run can set you up
for the day. It is dark and cool. Consequently, the sheep are
quiet and sit well. You have that extra time to get a few up
your sleeve. And on a closed board you can see your shorn
sheep in the count-out pens. As you are changing your comb
you happen to glance out the window of your port-hole, and
the sun is suddenly rising and it’s not dark any more. There
is nothing more rewarding than seeing all those shorn sheep,
which make you aware about how hard you’ve worked, and
suddenly the hunger pangs kick in! You start looking forward
to chops and eggs, and it makes you pick up the pace!
Nothing evokes hardship and resilience like the old closed
board with a diesel motor that drives both the overhead and
the grinder. Those days are over and times have changed.
However, I feel very fortunate to have been shearing in the
golden era of contract gangs and camp-out sheds. Living
under duress in the quarters and travelling as a gang from
station to station is more than just a job. It is an itinerant way
of life and a life style that involves working and living with
unexpected, amazing and quirky people from all walks of life
with whom you forge enduring friendships that last a lifetime.
In the late 1970s-early 80s there were not many women who
had successfully broken into the male dominated world of
trade shearing. However, Maureen Hyett and Ata Monds were
two women who had. (I worked with Maureen personally, and
read about Ata’s 1978 lamb record in a newspaper article on
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the wall of our frequent watering hole, the Ohingaiti Pub.)
Both these women inspired me to pursue a shearing career.
Peter Black and Joe Duff both ganged for Tony, and they
encouraged all of us young’uns to travel. ‘All you need is a
one way ticket, a handpiece and a can-do attitude.’
So, I headed to the South Island after Christmas to shear
for Alister and Val Shirley in Invercargill. This became my
regular gig. And in 1981 I headed to England for Roly Ellis
in Hampshire, England and then Wales. I got a taste for travel
and began shearing the world circuit. I shore two seasons,
‘84 and ‘ 85 for Dave Spradley in Idaho, Oregon, Nevada
and California. Then four years in France drinking wine and
shearing ornamental sheep at Chateaux in the North and
milking sheep in the South and also the Island of Corsica.
And I shore extensively in Australia. My first year there
was in ‘85, for Pat Soloman in Jerramungup, WA. Then
at Dubbo, NSW, for Brian Cleaver and GRAZCOS. I was
working with my friend Puti Petuha, and she took me up to
shear for her cousin Daniel and Gloria Wakefield who had a
run in Queensland around Barcaldine and Hughenden. That
was hot! Puti pressed for them and man, she was a legend.
I always loved WA. It was Neville Hartley who suggested
Esperance. On the edge of the Nullabor desert and the
Southern Ocean, the coastline there is amazing. I shore for
Mick Pummer a couple of times, did my Aussie wool-classing
stencil , and headed to Wagin classing. That was fun, but it
was handling a live animal and using the handpiece that I
loved, so back on the board I went.
I have lived just out of Gisborne off and on for about thirty
years now. One of the reasons I ended up settling on the East
Coast of the North Island is because I found the Gisborne
people in the wool industry to be non-judgemental and very
accepting of diversity. (Stemming perhaps from the Ngati
Porou strong tradition of women’s leadership?)
Although I worked for pretty much all the contractors –
Tony Hyland, Jim Godbold, Stukie Smith – it was Colin
Hyde, aka ‘Heidi’ who was my mainstay. This was all ninehour day camp-out contract shearing, and it was crazy wild
times. We all lived life hard and to the full. I shore for him
for six years, and did my first 500 at Wharekopae Lands and
Survey shed in 1989.
The last full season I did was in 2009 for Ian Kirkpatrick.
I was 49 years old, and so it was my 30th year shearing.
Although I’m not shearing full time any more, I haven’t
missed a main shear for 40 years.
Although these days there seems to be a movement of
young women learning to shear, there were only a couple trade
shearing that I ever worked with back in the day. One was
Sharon Crowley and the other Tipi Raukawa. Both women
could really shear, and it was an honour to work with them. At
this same time Glenda Betts was on the blades, and tackling
the merinos in the High Country.
As a woman shearer there would sometimes be professional
jealousy directed against me, such is the competitive nature of
the wool industry. However I would usually find that a yarn
over a beer or two would settle things down and you would
end up being mates eventually.
I now work main shears out of Wairoa for Tristan Mackay,
who gives me a few days shearing lambs here and there,
and some fleecoing. I like to think I’m giving back to the
wool industry by helping and encouraging the young ones,
including my own son, on the board.
Tristan has a young woman shearing for him, Jackie Paku.

Jenny Manttan, still doing it, 2018
It was extremely gratifying to me when she told me that as a
child she used to watch me shearing, and it was I who inspired
her! So, what goes around comes around!
The rest of my time is spent shearing the odd small flock,
and mucking round with my own small flock of sheep, and
riding my horse, which is my new passion.
But it’s hard to keep away from the woolshed because
there’s nothing like handling a sheep and taking off the wool.
It gets in the blood and it’s addictive.
Footnote: Things Jenny didn’t say about herself! Apart
from hard-earned qualifications in taking wool off sheep,
Jenny also has a Diploma in Wool Technology from Massey
University, a crossbred classing stencil, and is a past winner
of the prestigious Te Puri Shield at the Poverty Bay A&P
Show for supreme champion fleece. Somewhere among all
that she found time to complete her BA, majoring in English.
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Breaking the shearing record in Nepal ...
By Thomas Glerup
Since 2006 I’ve been manufacturing woollen felted handicraft
at my workshop in Kathmandu, and sold it on the Western
markets under the brand Betterfelt. In this way we have
created jobs by doing Fair Trade in both Nepal and Denmark.
A pair of woollen shoes is equal to half a day’s work in
Nepal. No charity, but FairTrade and sustainable jobs from
sustainable products.
All products are made from pure natural wool, - and that’s
what I am going to tell you about today. Because ever since I
started the workshop in Kathmandu, I’ve wondered why we
could not have local wool for our felting. It simply wasn’t
available! So all the wool made into rugs, knitwear and felt
in Kathmandu is imported from either China or Australia.
And, nobody could tell me what happened with all the local
wool from the hundreds of thousands animals living in the
hills.Last year I finally decided to find out.
So we contacted a farmer and I went to visit him in the
hills, to see how he was shearing his animals, and what he
did with his wool. (Read: http://thomas-glerup.blogspot.dk)
So, I learned why there is no local wool on the market. In fact
most of the wool is simply thrown, and never used.
First of all the farmers are only concerned about breeding
meat, and thus the wool is scarce and of pretty poor quality.
Second it is simply not sheared correctly, and third it is also
treated incorrectly after shearing. On top of all these obstacles
it is hard for the farmers to transport the wool to the market
in the town.
I also learned that the wool was in fact a burden to some
farmers. Like my friend Nanda, who was hiring helpers to
shear his 300 animals twice a year. The helpers cost him 1000
Nepal rupees per day and their average shearing capacity is 15
animals per day. So Nanda told me that he would be happy if I
could shear his animals and take the wool for free. He was not
able to make any profit from the wool but had only expenses.
So, if I wanted to use the local wool, I had to start a whole
new line of business. I had to start a shearing service and bring
the wool to Kathmandu myself. And that is just what we did.

Improvised work place

Easy to start - difficult to finish…
Nanda has 300 animals. It takes him 20 working days for
shearing, and his normal cost for shearing is 20,000 NPR
[$NZ260] twice a year. He will now be able to cut his cost to
less than half for the shearing, if he provides accommodation
for the shearing team. A farmer with 400 animals, who is
offering accommodation, will break even, and finish the whole
shearing in two days, instead of maybe two weeks. With this
offer to the farmers we hope to be able to collect the raw local
wool, and lower our cost for wool by a third.
Ask and you shall get!
First of all, we should be able to shear the wool effectively,
so we needed to educate our first team of wool shearers. I had
no idea about shearing sheep, so I decided to ask the best in
the world. I posted a request on different Facebook groups
in the shearing environment in Australia, asking if anybody
could help us educate our first team of shearers. We could
offer nothing but a lot of hard work. We could not pay them
salary, not even their ticket could we pay.
None less than the world record holder in four-stand
shearing, Aidan Copp answered me, that he would like to
come to Nepal and teach us what he knows. Also, he promised
to bring a colleague. It turned out to be his (and now mine)
good friend Tuara Te Para Hemara. Aidan even gave us
instructions on what tools to purchase and where to buy.
What a gift! And what a magnificent pair of gentlemen.
Aidan and Tuara turned out to be men of their word, and in
late March they arrived in Kathmandu, ready to take on any
challenges.
And Navin, as the farmer was named, was very happy at the
end of the day. Not only had we sheared all his 240 sheep in
one day. He was even paid a little money for the wool. This
was the agreement we initially made, and this agreement we
honored. In spite of the fact that the wool was very dirty and
poor, and the yield was below 1 kg per animal. I decided that
I was not even going to add extra cost to the wool by bringing
it to Kathmandu.
(To page 13)

Aidan Copp shears his first sheep in Nepal while Tuara
Te Para Hemara studies the technique.
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Want to make money this mainshear?

Then think about working the season with us. We have
plenty of sheep to put in front of you, from November to
end of March. We are paying the new Shearing Contractors’
rates, except we pay the 3% Employer Kiwisaver ON TOP
(rather than saying its included).

Tuara Te Para Hemara, Aidan Copp and Thomas Glerup.
Thumbs up to a job well done.
Aidan too was happy, since he reached his personal goal
of becoming the very first non-resident to shear a sheep by
machine in Nepal. So now, he can not only call himself a
world record holder, he also has the record of being the first
and fastest shearer in Himalaya. And Tuara – well he became
the second. I was also very pleased at the end of the day. I
had clearly got two talented young men, who were making
good progress learning the shearing from our champions.
When I came to Nepal in 2004, the country was suffering
from a civil war, and it has suffered from power struggles ever
since, but never-the-less it has improved dramatically. Today
the country is a democracy with a new modern constitution.
It is franticly building infrastructure and recovering from
years of isolation and poverty. The Nepalese are the most
resilient and hardworking people I have met. They deserve a
chance, and this chance comes with investments from abroad.
Small investments like ours will create opportunities. I wish
somebody would invest in the animal production in Nepal.
The need is huge, as is the potential.
So if you are looking for the next investment opportunity,
visit Nepal. It is booming!
Thomas Glerup (Founder of betterfelt.com)

* We’ve got plenty of campout work with nine-hour days
and plenty of lambs to get shorn. We work over a wide
area, so weather doesn’t often sit us down. At the end of
the season, it’s all about how many sheep you got to shear.
When you work with us, the answer is ‘plenty’.
$/ewes and lambs		
$1.67			
Plus Holiday Pay @ 8%		
$0.13
Plus Gear Allowance		
$0.20
TOTAL			$2.00
(Travel, breakfast, smokos and lunch provided)		
Plus Kiwisaver @ 3%		
$0.05
ALL UP			$2.05
(Paid in full, each week, every week)
* PLUS you get paid STATUTORY HOLIDAYS: there are
SIX stats over the period (Xmas, Boxing Day, two at New
Years, Anniversary Day and Waitangi Day). So that’s up
to 6 days you get paid to have the day off: add that in and
you are doing very well.
* We employ an experienced trainer to help you shear
faster and better, plus improve your gear prep skills. The
best training is day-after-day, not one-off.
* If you’re a good woolhandler or presser, then it’s the same
for you: our pay rates for experienced shed staff are between
$21 and $27, PLUS 20 mins/day for paid rest breaks,
PLUS 8% holiday pay and PLUS 3% Kiwisaver. PLUS
woolhandlers get paid an extra $3/hour when they work a
ratio of two shearers to one woolhandler. It’s good money.
* Life here is fully-catered: we believe shearing staff need
good quality food and plenty of it. Pappy and Loma are
our Base Cooks and literally cook up a storm: breakfast is
help-yourself, home-cooked smokos and lunch go out with
the crews, hot dinner is there when you get back in.
* We have two good accommodation bases: well-located
spots just outside of Taihape and Taumarunui. Both good
towns boasting a Farmlands store, 24-hour BP and …
McDonald’s.
* There are rooms for couples and good facilities. It costs $25/
night to stay at the base, including your breakfast and dinner.
* Your travel to work is covered: we have well-maintained
vans, all towing covered gear trailers.
So what are you waiting for?

Give us a ring to reserve your place:
027-251 1111
Charlie Burton:
Ewen Mackintosh:
027-251 4444
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Gotland, truly a rare breed
By Bernie Walker
Located at Marraweeney in the
Strathbogie Ranges, 22kms south of
Violet Town in North East Victoria,
once the realm of Ned Kelly and his
gang of bushrangers, is the 140 hectare
(350 acres) farm of Cheryl and Warren
Crosbie. The property is unique for the
rare breed of sheep it carries.
Far from their ancestral home on the
island of Gotland in the Baltic Sea,
east of Sweden, is a flock of around
450 Gotland sheep. Believed to be the
only purebred flock in Australia (and
possibly New Zealand as well), flock
owner Cheryl hopes to eventually have
over 500 head. It is believed the breed
was established on Gotland Island by
the Vikings from the native Swedish
Gute sheep which were crossed with
Karakul and Romanov sheep brought
back from expeditions into Russia.
The breed possibly contributed to other
breeds such as the Finn, Shetland and
Icelandic. The sheep are fine boned, of
medium size, naturally polled with no
wool on their heads or legs.
Cheryl grew up on a farm nearer
to Euroa, as did husband Warren on
his family’s farm. She worked as a
woolhandler in district woolsheds
before she began a nursing career from
which she retired in 2010. Warren,
who had a small earthmoving business
and is a Vietnam War veteran, doesn’t

generally like sheep but gets along fine
with the Gotlands.
Cheryl points out while most sheep
run away, the Gotlands come up to you
which she admits can make them harder
to muster, but she believes ‘it is better
to have quiet stock than crazies!’ This
may well have more to do with the way
her stock are handled. She established
her flock by placing pure bred embryos
into local first cross Border Leicester/
Merino ewes. In following years rams
bred by this process were used to
increase flock numbers.
In contrast to the Poll Dorset which
will join at any time year round, Cheryl
has found the Gotlands will only breed
in mid-March for an August lambing.
‘Despite leaving rams in the flock
year round they will only join in this
window,’ she says.
Cheryl is breeding to bring different
characteristics to the fleece. Whereas
most stud breeders seek uniformity,
she is seeking diversity of colour which
ranges from virtual white through many
shades of silver and grey to black, while
also trying to create different wools for
different crafts – spinners, weavers and
knitters require a different style fleece
to felters. Cheryl employed a pattern
designer specifically for wool and
has developed new craft knitting kits
providing the wool and pattern together.
When she and Warren visited the isle

Cheryl Crosbie and wool product from
her Gotland sheep.

of Gotland in 2010, armed with Cheryl’s
products, the locals were not impressed.
Having a very traditional approach,
the locals ‘don’t like people messing
with the fleece and I’m messing with
everything,’ she says.
When they bought the farm in 1988,
Warren and Cheryl were living in Euroa
and, as a very keen bushwalker, Cheryl
bought llamas to train as pack animals
with a view to all day walks without a
pack. But their fleece would get too
long so they were shorn and Cheryl
had long stapled fleece accumulating.
(To page 15)

Benefits include:
• Support from experienced industry professionals
• Save time by entering tally sheet data only once
• Pay employees and produce payslips
• Invoice clients and track payments against accounts
• Produce PAYE, employee earnings reports and GST on receipts
reports
• Integrates with MYOB IMS Payroll and Accounting applications

We offer good quality
accommodation, meals and vehicles
to travel to work.

To discuss how we can help, call Liz on:

ACC tertiary accreditation & member
NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association.

Mobile 021 749 963
Phone 07 838 1961
Email liz@payrollplusltd.co.nz

All year round work available for
experienced and reliable shearers
and shedhands who can ensure we
provide a quality service
to our clients.

Enquiries to Pip on

03 693 8087 or 027 432 6932
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She taught herself to spin, but quickly realised they couldn’t
compete with alpaca, so she searched for a niche which led
to the Gotlands.
‘They were a bit of a punt really,’ she says. ‘I thought the
worst-case scenario was I could sell lambs from first cross
ewes.’ But the gamble has clearly paid off. After eight years
breeding Cheryl can’t keep up with the demand.
Wool from the Gotlands is around 28-32 micron, with lambs
in the low 20’s. The lustrous wool has a remarkably soft feel
which makes it very attractive to spinners. After shearing it is
washed with water and soap – no chemicals are used. Then
some is dyed and the balance left natural. About 80% is sold
raw and unprocessed. An outside processor cards the rest,
combing it to produce rovings and tops used for spinning and
felting, and balls of yarn for knitters.
Cheryl established a shop in their woolshed where she
sells by appointment and holds four open days each year. Gotland sheep, truly a rare breed in Australia. They are slightly
She spends hours on her own spinning wheel just thinking more common here in New Zealand, with at least two dozen
about new product ideas. A limited number of jumpers, shawls breeders throughout the country, running flocks of just two or
and scarves are sold through the shop as well as wool and three sheep up to about 100 or so.
patterns, designs and kits. Tanned skins
when available are very popular. On the
open days customers can inspect the
sheep and provide valuable feedback
for Cheryl.
The business side has been an eyeopener. ‘I now have people who rely
on me for their income, who come every
ACE SHEARING GEAR
year to buy Gotland fleece. I never
FOR QUALITY YOU CAN TRUST
set out to become a large commercial
business, but I want to be responsible
for the whole process from care of the
sheep to the end product.’
With no ‘middlemen’ involved,
Cheryl’s end of day philosophy has
animal welfare as first priority.
For more information visit Cheryl’s
website:
granitehavenllamas.com.au

MAHONY SHEARING
NAPIER
TEL 06 835 9571 or
021 423 886 (Brendan)
Email: b.j.mahony@xtra.co.nz

Order your ACE shearing gear early to
avoid disappointment!
Full thickness or Pre-ground.
PHONE / TEXT 0275914361
EMAIL: info@acequip.co.nz

WEBSITE: www.aceshearing.co.nz

Permanent positions for quality
shearers and shedhands
Member of the NZ Shearing
Contractors’ Association
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Ohinewairua 1956

Top: Ohinewairua Station, near Taihape, 4 January, 1956. Above: The nine NZ
Wool Board shearing instructors who came together to shear a tally that would
last ... from left: Walter Welch, Marton (352), Claude Waite, Waikato (340), Snow
Pratt, Pukekohe (365), Red Fleming, Gisborne (337), Bob Reed, Wairarapa (339),
Vin Nesdale, Kimbolton (366), George Randell, Hastings (343), Godfrey Bowen,
Levin (405), Keith Sandbrook, Waipawa (308). Station manager I Bradley at right.
‘Interested in the proposed attempt, a
carload of us travelled the 70-odd miles
[from Palmerston North] to witness
it. What did we see? We saw shearers
going off the board and others taking
their place. We saw sheep coming out of
some portholes (and the word ‘some’ is
stressed) shorn to sub-standard quality.
We heard a stranger remark that it was
to be hoped that it would not blow that
night, because if it did, some of the
sheep would be flogged to death with
the tassels left on them.
‘... Losing interest ourselves, we
headed home long before the final
gong had sounded. Credit must go,
however, to five of the shearers for
their outstandingly high tallies, and the
good, clean quality of their work, with
Godfrey Bowen heading the list in this
respect, ringing the board with a tally
of 405.’ [Actually 406.]
Of minor interest – the only newspaper
thrown up by Google to carry a report
on this feat was the Lubbock Morning
Avalanche, on 6 April 1956. In addition
to the overall tally, each man clipped
nearly a ton of wool and the total clip
for the day amounted to 70 bales, the
Lubbock readers were told.

Shearing 16

(Lubbock, Texas, of course being the
home town of a young fellow named
Buddy Holly, who at that time, and for
the next couple of years, was just about
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From the pages of history – Ohinewairua
Station, 4 January 1956, the day when
nine New Zealand Wool Board shearing
instructors under leadership of Godfrey
Bowen set out to establish a tally
that might stand forever ... well, for
many years at least. But what was
supposed to be a showcase event for the
shearing industry and shearer training
in particular, turned into something of
a shambles.
The preceding seasons had featured a
number of gangs producing high tallies,
as AR Mills recorded in his book,
Sheep-O! (AH & AW Reed, 1960).
Two, three, four, five and six-stand
tallies were ‘dealt with’ and then an
eight-stand gang led by Johnny Hape at
Waewaepa Station near Dannevirke ‘put
up’ 2460, with Hape himself doing 373,
followed by Patterson, 311, Chase, 309,
Hoterini 308 and the rest somwhere
above the tally of the drummer, who
shore 291. ‘It was a lot of sheep to go
through eight portholes in a day,’ Mills
observed.
Then, a Bill Meech gang shore 2757
sheep at Lagoon Hills, contributors
being Edgar Smith 331, Bill Le Quesne
326, Jack Nesdale 325, Kevin Nesdale
320, Snow Pratt 319, Peter Travers
317, Ron Horton 311, Jack Reeves
287 and Ian Meech (back on the board
after having three days off with the flu)
doing 221.
From that grand effort grew the notion
of a team of instructors getting together
on the same day, in the same shed.
And so to the day above: ‘...at
Ohinewairua (near Taihape) Godfrey
Bowen’s team of nine Wool Board
instructors tallied 3156 sheep, for an
average of nearly 351 per man,’ Mills
recorded.
‘While this was an outstanding
performance, it is highly debatable
whether, under the conditions prevailing
on the day, it should be accepted as a
record. Godfrey had discussed it with
me beforehand as he felt that, being able
to field a team of high-tally men headed
by himself, an all-time record could be
established; the one doubtful factor was
the reaction of the Wool Board.
‘My own reactions were enthusiastic.
Here was an opportunity to add further
lustre to the shearer-trainee service ...
this would put the final seal on the Wool
Board Shearing Service. But it would
have to be done properly. Everything
must be above board, with clean
shearing the main objective.

We have experienced staff available for
shearing crossbreeds & Merinos.
We pride ourselves in going the extra mile!
Operating 2 Hecton Tandem
Crutching Trailers.
Servicing South Canterbury through to Otago.
Inviting new and existing customers to give us a call.

Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

Obituary:Luke King 1982-2018

We also have a 10-stand portable
crutching trailer available
Ray Te Whata Owner 027 948 4512
Vanessa Te Whata Manager 027 435 1595 | 03 248 6122
Mossburn, Southland

0917r2149-12-b

Shearing contractors at the Association’s Annual General
Meeting at Wellington in May. Top: Paddy Mason (Masterton)
and Dion Morrell (Alexandra). Middle: Janine and Colin
‘Mouse’ O’Neill (Alexandra). Above: Shane Ratima
(Hunterville) with Grant and Sharlene Murdoch (Kurow).
(See other Conference items at page 6 (Mark Robinson),
page 30 (Tahi Ngatahi) and President’s report at page 35.)

Popular King Country shearer Luke King lost his life in a
road accident close to his Marokopa home on 15 July 2018,
aged 36. Pictured above with partner Kathryn (Kat) and their
daughter Te Arahi, Luke first developed a love of shearing at
the age of about 16 when he attended a general farming course
which included an introduction to the handpiece.
By the time he was 18 (year 2000) Luke had found work
with Mackintosh Shearing at Taumarunui, dagging and
pressing on his way to a regular stand. There he would spend
the next 14 seasons, during which time he also became a
regular visitor to Australia in the off-season, working for
contractor Matt Bowman at Millicent, South Australia.
Ewen Mackintosh described Luke as a totally reliable
worker who just kept coming back each season, working
hard, had an excellent temperament and was a great influence
on the rest of the crew. ‘Luke was well respected, never got
angry or upset and achieved a great deal in his short life. He
will be sadly missed, that’s for sure.’
Luke also travelled abroad to shear sheep, including
England (Calbeck, Cumbria), the United States of America
and Sardinia, as well as Australia, to broaden his shearing
and overall experience. It was during one of those Australian
sojourns, to Kingston SA in 2009 that Luke met Kathryn, who
was on her ‘OE’ from Morpeth, Northumberland, in the Lake
District of England.
The year of 2014 was a big one for the couple, with the
birth of their daughter Te Arahi and the completion of their
extensive new home at Marokopa. With their move to
the coastal settlement (where Luke had spent much of his
childhood), Luke started working for Otorohanga contractor,
Troy Simmons with obvious advantages in less travel and
more work closer to their new base.
Both Ewen Mackintosh and Troy Simmons noted the sad
irony in Luke’s manner of death because he was always
known to ‘drive like a Nana, and the Hilux that he’d owned
for 10 years was one of the loves of his life. He just wasn’t a
risk-taker but demonstrated his reliability with long lasting
loyalties to contractors both here and overseas.
Away from the sheds, Luke was a keen deer and pig hunter.
Luke’s tangi was held at Marokopa’s Miru Miru Marae on
19 July, after which he was buried at the marae urupa. Younger
whanau and friends gathered on the adjacent hillside to deliver
a farewell haka, spine-chilling with its intensity and volume.
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Great power and great responsibility ...
By Gabriela Schmidt-Morrell
With great power comes great responsibility. I don’t think
anyone can remember a wage increase the size of this recent
one in our industry ever.
Lots of credit must go to the Shearing Contractors
Association who implemented this professionally, creating
a much more lucrative situation for our industry workers.
We are now competitive with Australian rates, which I
find exciting. More people will again consider entering our
industry and more people will stay in New Zealand or even
come home. Very cool.
The theory is of course that this will be beneficial to your
life style and financial security. But having more money does
not always mean being better off.
Even Elton John knows what it’s like to be bankrupt, and
I am certain he makes more than our shearers!
We all know we can be broke within 24 hours on any pay
cheque, whether it be in Australia or New Zealand, after a
full week or a wet week. We can be broke the day after pay
day on any pay rate.
I guess now is the chance for many to make a change in
their thinking towards money and come up with a plan.
A plan is always good, some direction helps.
Money does not actually burn in your pocket, you do not
HAVE to spend it. I struggle to get that concept through to my
youngest daughter. The pocket money given to her generally
returns to our house within a couple of hours in form of a
few plastic items...
Saving money and paying in cash for things was engrained
in me during my Swiss upbringing. I know, Kiwis don’t really
think like that, but nevertheless, this is how I would do it.

So see below for a few ideas on how to enjoy the pay rise
in the long run.
Join Kiwi Saver and save for your retirement or use it as a
way to save up for your first home.
If you already are a Kiwi Saver, increase your contribution
to 8% as a saving scheme.
Ask your bank for some advice.
Open up an online savings account and make direct credit
payments to this account each week.
These accounts usually have good interest rates, which is
an added bonus.
Again, your bank can help.
Know what you are saving money for: Is it a car? Pay for
it in cash, don’t put in on tick! If you get it on credit, you
will pay very high interest rates and probably pay it off twice
over in the end. A car is a liability, it looses value over time.
You should never get a loan for a liability. Also, if you pay
in cash, you are more likely to stay within your budget. If
you get it on tick, you often choose a car that is above your
financial ability to service.
Is it a holiday? A great way to re-charge your batteries, let
your body and mind recover and re-connect with your family.
It gives you something to look forward to. Money spent on
travels is never a waste in my opinion, you learn, you grow,
you live, you love it.
Is it a deposit for a flat? Start off cheap. Buy something
small so you can become a home owner quicker. Be modest
in your first choice. Do it up a bit, improve it, sell it after a
few years and then upgrade.
Often people look for their dream home first off. Don’t. Just
get a little place and you are at the starting line. That way you
know you can afford the mortgage payments You don’t want
the stress of the bank manager breathing down your neck.
Increasing the financial contributions to our addictions,
spending more on things and stuff at the warehouse, getting
all those bargains you never knew you needed, taking heaps of
days off, shearing less sheep is not the desired outcome of the
wage increase. Plus, your employer won’t be appreciating it...
But, you can choose to make your everyday life a
little better. Eat better quality food, go for massages and
chiropractic appointments more often, take your family for
a day on the beach more regularly, maybe just simply feel
less stressed on that rainy day off.
I wish you a prosperous season.

						E W E N I Q U E

All year round steady work available stretching
between Otago and Southland
Opportunities to up skill, Elite Shearer Training
Courses on our run as well as wool handling
courses.
Top pay rates, good accommodation in town,
quality food
Cooks positions available. Permanent staff/ locals
wanted to service our run

We service a large Wairarapa client base and offer
both permanent and seasonal positions for professionally motivated shearers and woolhandlers. Full
accommodation available.

M: 027 630 9081
Msg us on Facebook : www.dmshearing.co.nz

Phone Rick MacLeod 06 377 1942
Members NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association

							 S H E A R I N G
							PARTNERSHIP
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Le Dorat readying for the ‘worlds’
By Lorrene Te Kanawa
In preparation for the 2019 World Shearing Championships, my
friend Melanie Simpson and I embarked on a reconnaissance
trip to Le Dorat France. My husband Les and I led a tour to
the successful Worlds at Gorey, Ireland, in 2014. Booking
enquiries from passionate shearing/farming/agricultural/
foodie and travel connoisseurs are invited now.
In addition, as a lover of the book and now TV series
Outlander, I could not resist a three-night trip to Edinburgh
for a private Outlander tour. Jamie was not available, but I
can confirm the trip was absolutely amazing! The locations
alone were beyond spectacular. For Scotland and Outlander
fans, a bonus add on 7 day tour after The Worlds is available.
This can be booked separately or with The Worlds Tour.
At the Le Dorat station, our host, AMTM committee
member and Deputy Mayor Bernard Martin was there to
welcome us. Bernard and wife Patricia spoilt us with their
humour, generosity and delectable local meals in their
beautiful home. We had many laughs using my broken French
and google translate app.
Christophe Riffaud and committee are doing a wonderful
job promoting The Worlds and sheep shearing in the region.
There is strong support from the local and regional tourism
boards to visit this quintessential rural French village and
surrounds. From the 12th century church dominating the
skyline in Le Dorat, to cottage industries of pottery are on
offer and of course, the local bakery whose heavenly aromas
had our taste and smell senses dancing with delectable joy!
Bernard escorted us to visit Vincente, his father and son,
who farm 1000 sheep and will provide the majority of the
sheep for The Worlds. We met the Mayor in Mortemart one
of the ‘most beautiful villages in France and the reenacted late
19th century village of Montrol-Senard. Visiting Le Dorat
and only seeing a snippet of this absolutely beautiful area, 7
days tour is a must.
We regretfully left our wonderful hosts and went on to
Paris. Other highlights of next year’s itinerary includes the
fabulous Moulin Rouge, visiting Amiens, the Normandy
D-Day Beaches, the medieval monastery of Mont St Michel,
the romantic Loire Valley and more is on offer. My tour
coincides with the 75th anniversary of the D-Day Landings,
a perfect time to visit France.

Above: Enchanting view of Le Dorat, venue for the 2019
world shearing and woolhandling championships in France.
Below: Lorrene Te Kanawa (2nd right) with Melanie
Simpson, Christophe Riffaud (chairman organising
committee) and Bernard Martin (Le Dorat deputy mayor).

Paris
Moulin Rouge
Normandy
D-Day Landing beaches
Giverny
Home of Claude Monet
Mont St Michel
Medieval Monastery

New Zealand Team Selection
World Championships, France, 2019
Team manager: Ken Payne (Balclutha); Shearing judge: Bart
Hadfield (Wairoa); Woolhandling judge: Linda Tarrant (Thames).
Machine shearers: Winners Golden Shears Open (Masterton)
2019 and winner New Zealand Open (Te Kuiti) 2019 (or next
eligible New Zealander if same shearer wins both.)
Blade shearers: A series to find the two blade shearing
representatives started last season and ends at the Canterbury
Show in Christchurch in November 2018.

LE DORAT FRANCE TOUR
22 JUNE - 7 JULY 2019

World Shearing Championships
Escorted by small group tour specialist and ex shearing
contractor Lorrene Te Kanawa

Woolhandlers: The winner and runner-up of a selection series
final staged at Golden Shears, Masterton, 28 Feb-2 Mar. 2019.
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Seats are strictly limited and are based on first served basis
P: 07 8788184 M: 027 3338531
E: lorrene.tekanawa@helloworld.co.nz
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Ron Davis – ‘Thanks, teacher!’
By Des Williams
The career of Ron Davis in the wool industry started with
a phone call from his older brother Len, who had left their
Coromandel home a couple of years earlier to work for
George Potae at Milton.
‘It was 1963 and Len rang me to see if I was interested in
coming down to work in the sheds. My immediate thought
was, “That sounds like a good idea.”’
But Ron’s school teacher didn’t quite share that view. By
his own estimation the young Davis ‘wasn’t doing too badly
at school in my fourth form year’ and teacher Rod McMorran
tried to talk him out of it. ‘Mr McMorran spoke to my Mum
and Stepfather and reckoned I had potential to do well in a
more orthodox career and that would be wasted in a shearing
shed. So, while my parents were keen for me to go and start
work, Rod did his darndest to hold me back. He even said to
me, ‘Look boy, I’ve never known anyone to make it in the
shearing industry and you will find it very tough.’
In a sentence, the well-meaning teacher had provided Ron
with a life-long motivation for working hard. ‘His words
were the catalyst for me going down south and adopting a
head down, bum up attitude’ to work. I’ve never regretted my
decision and his words have always been in the back of my
mind, pushing me to do my best at whatever is in front of me.’
So Ron ventured down south at the age of 15 and for the
next two or three weeks was wondering if teacher McMorran
might have been right after all. He did find the going tough
and wondered if he should go home and resume his highschooling. Before those thoughts became too dominant in
his mind he found some much-needed support.
‘I’d come down with a little haversack on my back,
wearing my school shorts and roman sandals and I had about
ten quid in my pocket. I remember getting off the train and
going to the quarters which was known as The Ranch. The
biggest house I had ever seen!
‘In those days you were virtually ‘chucked in at the deep
end’. After a brief introduction to the straw broom, you were
expected to pick it up and work it out for yourself. If you
were told to do something you weren’t given very long before
you were expected to be putting it into practice.

A day in the life of a busy (retired) shearing contractor: ‘Yep
that’s great, Jack, I’ll meet you on the first tee at 9.30am!’
All Good by Tuesday
‘Then I met up with the Russell twins, Graham and Ken, who
were working in the gang. They were known as ‘Monday’ and
‘Tuesday’ respectively and it was Tuesday who took me under
his wing and started educating me in the way of the sheds.
Before long however (time passes quickly when you are
having fun) Ron had graduated from picking up fleeces to
pressing the bales and from there to the end of a handpiece.
By the age of 17 he had done his ‘first 200’ on lambs.
‘People working at Potae’s all had great work ethic and
they were tally-driven. They went to the sheds each morning
hell-bent on doing a hard and full day’s work and that just
rubbed off on newcomers.
And when people achieved tally milestones the gang would
celebrate the occasion. That attitude got a lot of people up
and running.’
Ron found himself mixing with and being inspired by
the ‘guns’ who worked for George at that time. Ben King,
Arthur James, Brian Quinn, Eddie Reidy …‘Eddie became
very important to me. Like me, he wasn’t very big and at the
time I weighed about eight stone [50kg].

Te Anau Shearing
Ltd
We have jobs available June
- August and Dec - April for
people who are reliable, have
good work ethics and positive
attitudes.
Meals, accommodation and
travel provided
Phone Andrew on
027 434 8108 or 03 249 7035

Forde Shearing Ltd
Southland
We have vacancies for professional
shearers, shedhands and pressers to
staff our Ashburton-based shearing run.
We offer excellent accommodation,
top pay rates and steady, year-round
work with busy main-shear and prelamb runs.

Phone: Office 03 302 7541;
Grant Smith 0272 413 010
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Staff required for
new season.
For all
enquiries please
phone Darin or Julie

0272 297 760 or
03 235 8853
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Contractor Ron Davis and woolhandler Rena Clarke at
Glenary Station, 1999.
He spent a lot of time with me developing technique,
footwork, positioning of sheep and all the things he used
to do differently in order to compensate for his lack of size.
‘I remember Eddie shore 500s fifteen days in a row and I’d
like to know of anyone else who’s done that. But he never
sacrificed quality to get them out the porthole, whether he
was doing 300 or 500. For me it was such a good era to be
learning the trade.’
Racing the world’s best
There came the day when George put young Ron Davis out
in Norrie Eason’s two-stand shed with Snow Quinn, their
mission to shear 4500 ‘big fat ewes’.
‘Snow was ‘pinking’ about 300 every day and I was
struggling through about 170. ‘By the time we have finished
this shed you will be doing 200 a day consistently,’ Snow said
to me. ‘How the hell am I going to do that? I asked myself
and Snow at the same time. ‘You will race me! At the start
I’ll be doing six or seven more than you every half hour and
you are going to cut that back to five or six every half hour!’
‘That tactic seemed to work and on the fifth day I had my
first 200. But then first run next morning I could only manage
46 and was wondering where I would find the energy to do
200 again. Again, Snow encouraged me but warned I was not
to sacrifice skin or leave wool on just to keep up the numbers.
‘You really need to look at your tallies from the perspective
of what they look like outside. Rough sheep generally means
poor technique.’
Ron also noted how Ivan Rosandich used to spend the first
20 minutes of each day working on his rhythm, control and
testing his gear. He would pick the best sheep in his pen to
shear first and by the time he got onto the tougher ones he

was already in full swing. He might drop a few sheep behind
the others while he was doing that, but he’d always caught
up again by the end of the day.’
By absorbing the lessons on offer, Ron was occupying a
stand full time for Potae’s by the time he was 18. Then within
a couple of years he was married to Jenny and decided he
(with another shearer) would go out shearing an open run
around Balclutha. When his shearing partner moved on Ron
set up a small contracting run, still learning everything he
could as fast as he could.
‘Then in 1972 Jenny and I bought a run-down dairy farm
at Wangaloa and began milking cows. Everything we made
went back into developing the farm, fencing, drainage, water
scheme. Interest rates were rising and it really put a strain
on our resources so I would milk in the mornings and be
at a shearing shed by morning smoko, while Jenny did the
evening milkings.
‘As if that wasn’t enough to keep us busy, I started as an
instructor with the New Zealand Wool Board in 1974 and
would continue that part time role for the next 23 years.
Then with the dairy farm improving all the time I went back
to doing some open run shearing in and around Wangaloa.
‘One shed I did had 4000 ewes and lambs to shear so I set
up handpieces on three stands with 25 sheep in each pen and
I would just go like the clappers and work through to about
6.30pm before knocking off. I would be in bed and sound
asleep by 9.00 or 9.30 most nights!’
That sort of regime meant keeping a close watch on personal
health and wellbeing, Ron recalled. That was another thing
George Potae had been very good at – keeping watch on, and
assessing the physical condition of shearers who were going
hard day after day in order to manage their workload.
‘If someone looked like they were getting ‘run down’ he
would subtly adjust their workload or change the crew or do
something just to ease the pressure.’
As well as being highly competitive every day in the
sheds, George was a great supporter of the competitions
and making sure staff had the opportunity to go to shows
when they wanted. It was in that atmosphere that Ron,
fellow woolhandler Herb Brown, George and Ben King won

DAVIS SHEARING
CONTRACTING

Covering Otago, Southland and further afield
from our bases at Gore, Milton and Balclutha
Shearers and shedhands - we provide excellent accommodation and living conditions, clean
sheep, great sheds, steady work.
We focus on providing top quality shearing and
wool preparation service for our many clients in
a competitive but relaxed working atmosphere

NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association annual meeting 1998:
Members Ron Davis (left) and Bill Morrison (right) with
Rick Vallance from ACC, where the effect of ACC levies on
contractors was under discussion.

Farmers - we have the crew to meet your needs when you want it, how you want it.
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Ring Jason - tel 03 418 0824.
E-mail shara.jason@xtra.co.nz
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themselves a trip to Australia in 1966 as a result of winning
the YFC regional teams event at Golden Shears.
‘Each region sent a team of two shearers and two
woolhandlers to Masterton for the national competition and
we just happened to win it that year. We went to Aussie just
for the trip – there were no events or formal commitments to
undertake while we were there.
‘By that time [1966] I was shearing full time but I was still
getting tuition in the sheds from Tuesday Russell and entering
the woolhandling competitions because of the on-going focus
on quality in our day-to-day work. As well as top woolhandlers
in his gangs, George also had plenty of top competition shearers
like Quinn, Reidy, Harry Hughes and Co.’
Leadership Roles
Ron’s involvement with shearer training for the Wool Board
also led to his involvement in developing woolhandler
training programmes with Robert Pattison, Mavis Mullins
and Bill Morrison, among others. The first moves in that
direction had also come from George Potae but it was soon
realised the role better rested with the Board than with an
individual contractor. Ron remained closely involved in that
work for more than a decade until he handed over the reins
to Bruce Walker.
Having set up as Ron Davis Contracting Ltd in 1985, it
followed as night follows day that he would become involved
with the New Zealand Shearing Contractors’ Association.
‘The Association was a great body of people working for the
good of the industry as a whole. When I came into it part of
the Association’s role was to meet with farmer and workers’
union representatives and negotiate awards and conditions
of employment.
But at the end of the day it was contractors who were
employing 70% of the country’s shed staff and the staff looked
upon contractors as their advocate for wages and conditions.
This was not ideal but it was the relationship we had.
‘The farmer employed the contractor to shear his sheep
according to agreed terms and conditions but providing
the staff to do the work was our responsibility. And of
course, things changed quite dramatically with the demise
of compulsory unionism in the 1990s. That led to greater
emphasis on training and qualifications in the industry.
Ron’s involvement with the Association led to him serving
a term as President and eventually to life membership. He and
Peter Lyon received the honour together at the Association’s
2009 Annual General Meeting and they remain the only two
be so recognised at time of writing [January 2018]. He has
also served as the Association’s Patron since 2012.
‘There were a lot of memorable issues we got involved

MICHELLE
SHEARING LTD
Milton, Otago

•
•
•
•

Reliable and motivated Mainshear staff required
Lakefront accommodation available
Work with professional and approachable teams
Zero drug policy

Contact: Kelvin on 03 417 8312 or 027 435 0387

All dressed up for their Aussie holiday, 1966: Ron Davis,
Herb Brown, Ben King and George Potae.
with over the years, including health and safety, changes
in employment legislation, industry standards and training,
codes of practice, immigration requirements for overseas
shearers to come and help us shear the national flock.
‘Apart from our annual meetings, the executive committee
meet regularly if necessary. It was never too onerous but
always interesting and challenging, working with the likes of
Peter Lyon, Ewen Mackintosh, Brendan Mahony and others
(‘Don’t let me leave anyone out,’ he implores!) ‘And I know
Jamie McConachie played a magnificent role as the [recently
retired] President. Jamie has that ability to listen to everyone
and analyse their views before making decisions that benefits
the industry.’
It’s coming up some 15 years since Ron handed over the
contracting business to son Jason and his wife Shara. He’s
never struggled to find something else to do since then and
acknowledges that the shearing industry fits you up for just
about anything else in the way of work. In more recent years
he’s served on the Clutha District Council, was a real estate
salesman for about six years and is now green superintendent
at the Balclutha Golf Club, having previously filled the role
of course convenor for 15 years.
Lessons Transferable
‘Lessons from the shearing industry were clearly applicable
to selling real estate. In that business everyone has to be
happy with the quality of your performance because personal
reputation and trust is everything and if you get a reputation
for shabby work you are very soon facing disaster.
‘In golf course management all the budgeting and
forecasting of expenditure and income is just the same as
being a shearing contractor. You have to be able to manage
people and teams, get along with all sorts of people and
generally make your systems work to the best advantage.
Everyone else in your team needs to know and understand
the goals and objectives they are working towards.
‘Even looking after the mowers that cut the greens
resembles closely the way you look after your shearing gear.
I learned as a youngster from Snow Quinn all those years ago
about when to change gear. He reckoned 90% of shearers left
their gear changes too late. Change when it’s 80% worn and
you make it sharp again with the lightest of grinds. Leave
it too late and you have to grind the hell out of it to get the
edge back again.
(Continued page 23)
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‘These big expensive mowers we use
to mow the greens are just the same –
leave it too late with the sharpening and
it’s a major job. Do it before they get
blunt and it takes half the time and cost.
‘As a councillor I thought there
might be opportunities to bring my
35 years of business experience and
financial management to the Council
table, but Council has its own set of
rules to follow. It was an interesting
experience nevertheless and all the
major towns in the district – Balclutha,
Milton, Lawrence, and Tapanui have
seen improvements in amenities and
infrastructure in recent times.
‘There’s not a lot of things I’d do
differently if I was starting all over
again. I remember suggesting to Jason
there were four things key to being
successful in our business. Looking
after the well-being of people you
employ, running quality vehicles, good
source of supplies, and giving thought
to succession planning well in advance
of when you might actually want to pass
it on yourself.’
Apart from Jason (47), Ron and Jenny
have three other grown ‘children’ –
Kirsty Warman (49) is an artist, living at
Dunedin; second daughter Melissa (42)
owns a giftware business at Invercargill
and Paul (39) lives at Balclutha and
works as a linesman. Paul too was a

SSNZ Calendar 2018-2019

September: 28/29 NZ Merino Shears,
Alexandra.
October 6 Waimate Spring Shears;
13 Poverty Bay (Gisborne), Ellesmere
A&P Leeston. 19 Great Raihania
Shears Hastings. 20 Northern
A&P Rangiora. 27 Wairarapa A&P
Carterton; Ashburton A&P.
November 3 Manawatu A&P
Feilding; Pleasant Point Gymkhana.
10 Central Hawkes Bay A&P
Waipukurau; Marlborough A&P
Blenheim. 15/16 Canterbury A&P
Christchurch. 17 West Otago A&P
Tapanui. 24 Stratford A&P and
Taranaki Shears Stratford; Nelson
A&P Richmond Park.
January 12 Duvauchelle A&P. 13
Tauranga A&P Tauranga Racecourse.
18 Northern Southland Community
Shears Lumsden. 19 Kaikohe A, P&H
Kaikohe; Golden Bay A&P Takaka;
Winton A&P. 20 Horowhenua A&P
Levin. 26 Taihape A&P; Tapawera
Sports. 27 Geyserland Shears
Ngongotaha.
February 1 Dannevirke A&P. 2

I think of the example set by one
young bloke that worked for me.
No matter how much money he’d
made during the week, he allowed
himself a budgeted amount a week for
discretionary spending. If he didn’t
spend that amount he would just allow
himself enough to make up the balance.
That’s the way he lived and that’s why
he now owns a big farm. What other
example or role model would you need
for some young person just now coming
into our industry?’
******

Engineering Apprentices

Found inside a wool bale. Is it called
contamination or incompetence?
good shearer, doing 300 in his first
season and later well capable of 400 on
big, woolly ewes.
‘The disciplines from the shearing
industry can be applied everywhere.
Get to work 10 minutes before you have
to and leave 10 minutes after you’re
allowed to. If you are meant to be on
the job at 8.am, don’t be just coming
through the gate at 8.am. I take my hat
off to the people of our industry who
are prepared to work hard for the money
they earn and use that money wisely.
Rangitikei Shearing Sports Marton;
North Kaipara, Paparoa; Reefton
Shears, Inangahua A&P Reefton. 6
Aria Sports. 8/9 Otago championships
Balclutha. 9 Northern Wairoa A&P
Arapohue; Te Puke A&P. 15/16
Southern Shears Gore. 16 North
Hokianga A&P Broadwood; Ohura
Sports; Murchison A&P. 17 Counties
Shears Pukekohe. 22 Taumarunui
Jamboree; 23 Apiti Sports; Kaikoura
A&P. 24 Pahiatua Shears Mangaone
Valley Road. 27 Wairarapa Pre-Shears
Woolhandling Riverside. 28 Golden
Shears Masterton.
March 1/2 Golden Shears; 2 Amuri
A&P Rotherham. 9 Kumeu A&P;
Cheviot A&P; Mayfield A&P. 16
Warkworth A&P; Waimarino Shears
Raetihi; Methven A&P. 17 Kowai
Sefton, Sefton. 23 Waitomo Caves
Shears. 24 Flaxbourne A&P Ward.
28/30 NZ Championships Te Kuiti; 30
Oxford A&P.
April 19/20 Northern Shears Easter
Show Auckland; 22 MacKenzie A&P
Fairlie.
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Two apprentice engineers were standing
at the base of a flagpole, looking up at
its top. A shearer walked by and asked
what they were doing.
‘We have been sent out by the foreman
back at the workshop to find the height
of this flagpole,’ the first apprentice
said, ‘but we don’t have a ladder.’
The shearer deftly took a handpiece
spanner from his back pocket, loosened
a couple of nuts and bolts near the base
of the flagpole and gently laid the pole
down on the ground.
He took the tape measure from the
second apprentice, quickly ran it out the
length of the pole and said, ‘Six metres
25cm.’ He returned the tape measure
and continued on his way.
The first apprentice looked at his
mate, scratched his head and said,
‘That’s not much bloody help. We want
the height and he’s given us the length.’

Phone: 027 862 3424
We’re looking for keen
and reliable people with
a professional attitude to
help with our busy Main
and Second Shear seasons
(late Nov to early Feb and
late Apr to early July).
Top pay rates, transport and
food supplied.
Call or text to book in and
Get Shearin’ with Kieran!
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The Twelve Days of Shearing

On the first day of shearing, my true love said to me: “We’re
contracting this year, darling, so your time will all be free.”
On the second day of shearing it became apparent by degree,
that with children busy in the shed, all their household tasks
like chopping the wood, collecting the eggs, feeding the
animals and mowing the lawns, would now be up to me.
On the third day of shearing, my true love said to me: “A
seal on the hydraulic press has blown. Could you run the
motor into Gore, get it fixed, then rush it back here urgently?”
On the fourth day of shearing, my true love said to me:
“Cos of the press, we’re behind in the mustering! Could you
rush out on the motorbike to the north boundary paddock and
bring back the works’ ewes, then take the ewe lambs that’ve
just been shorn home to their paddock very carefully?”
On the fifth day of shearing, my true love said to me: “Some
of the bellies on those ewes are damp! Could you get the four
old wire stretchers down from the hayshed loft, put them up
in the garage and spread all the wool out on them to dry by
half past three?”
On the sixth day of shearing the presser cut his knee, so
guess who was asked to drive him into Gore and look after
him at the hospital and hold his hand while he had it stitched
up in Casualty?
On the seventh day of shearing my true love said to me:
“The wool room’s jammed with bales and I can’t get away
‘cos now I’m on the board. Could you take a load to town
this morning in the truck and while you’re there go to Awarua
and bring home 80 bags of superphosphate and don’t worry
‘cos they’ll probably help you load them – if they’re free …”
On the eighth day of shearing my true love called on the CB:
‘I’ve bogged the bloody ute in the north fattening paddock!
Could you get the tractor out of the shed, find the snig chain
and get on out here as fast as you can and rescue me?”
On the ninth day of shearing my true love yelled at me: “A
limb’s fallen over the fence between the spring and tall tree!
Could you dash out with the chainsaw and the wire strainers
and fix it up, then saddle the horse and drive the steers out of
the wheat crop – instantly?”

On the tenth day of shearing Steve Hakaraia sorted show combs
for Saturdee and for smoko drank six cups of Earl Grey tea.

On the tenth day of shearing my true love roared to me:
“Have you got the GST ready, calculated the PAYE, been to
the bank, prepared the tally sheets and organised the silage
contractors definitely?”
On the eleventh day of shearing my true love whispered to
me: “The gang’s cook has fallen ill, they all need some kai,
desperately. Can you take a trip into Gore and get some Big
Macs and KFC? Nah, on second thoughts you’re better off
heading out to Tuatapere. If you go via Riverton, Colac and
Orepuki you’ll get a good glimpse of the sea.
Go to Dowling’s Highway 99 Café and Bar – and you’d
better get a couple of kilos of those famous Leo bangers
for you and me. Oh, and we’ll have to shout for the gang
tomorrow so could you get an additional nine packets of
Earl Grey tea?”
On the last day of shearing my true love beamed at me: “If
all goes well, my darling, we’ll cut out by smoko. And aren’t
you glad this year we didn’t need you at all? ... Honey??”
(Anon, with additions by desperado. And thanks Jude McNab.)

She Shears. Sure Does.

She Shears, they all shears. Shearers all glammed up with Angus Burney and Emily Welch. Right: Dressing down in
somewhere to go! Left: The stars of the film She Shears, from their ‘working clobber’ from left: Jills Angus Burney, Pagan
left: Hazel Wood, Pagan Karauria, TV host Hilary Barry, Jills Karauria, Hazel Wood, Catherine Mullooly and Emily Welch.
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Grant Moore takes over
Integrity Shearing

Obituary: Renata (Ren) Apatu

The world of wool lost one of its
greatest champions with the tragic death
of Renata (Ren) Apatu on Thursday 14
June 2018, as a result of a helicopter
crash on Ngamatea Station.
A close family friend, Philippa
Wright of Wright Wool (Napier) said
Ren, of Scottish and Maori heritage,
was managing director of Ngamatea, a
station of enormous scale. He was also
the Chair of the New Zealand Campaign
for Wool Trust (CFWNZ), of whom
HRH The Prince of Wales is the Patron.
‘Ren inherited his mother Margaret’s
passion for wool and had been
instrumental in the success of many
recent activities for the CFWNZ. His
most notable was ‘Weekend in the
Woolshed’ when he opened up his farm
to 13 Design/Architect graduates and
helped inspire them to understand the
many possibilities for wool as a fibre
of the future. Such was its success we
were in the throes of organising another
in early 2019.
‘He was also helping to develop a
‘Wool in Architecture’ with the NZ
Institute of Architecture, where he
was to play a leading role helping to
inspire and lead young minds to again
understand the possibilities for wool.
‘Ren was a leader on the world
stage. He represented New Zealand
in Scotland at the Dumfries Wool
conference in September 2016; sat on
the Wool Council in London and, just
last month [May 2018], spoke on behalf
of CFWNZ and the New Zealand wool
grower at the World Wool conference in
Hong Kong. All of this he did at his own
cost. His passion was genuine.
‘Wool has many wonderful attributes.
These include natural, durable and

Renata Apatu of Ngamatea Station
elastic, easy care, quality and style. I
think Ren would only be too pleased
to be compared to these.
‘Natural: Ren had no façade. He
treated everyone with equal respect, and
honesty. He was genuine and generous.
‘Durable and Elastic: What didn’t he
do? And if he couldn’t, he always had
a strategy to make it happen!
‘Easy Care: Ren introduced himself
to the world of wool with ease. He was
always just himself. He enjoyed every
occasion and chose not to sweat the
small stuff.
‘Quality and Style: Ren had bucket
loads of this. Given his position on
Ngamatea and his natural charisma he
was New Zealand’s Wool Royalty.
‘The world of wool has lost one of
its greatest champions. He was a real
gentleman and respected everybody; it
didn’t matter who you were or where
you came from. He had so much to offer
and he was so determined that he was
going to do good. He was a young man
taken too soon and will be a huge loss
to the community.’
(Philippa Wright, Managing Director,
Wright Wool, Napier.)

An amalgamation of Southland runs has
come together like a ‘Marriage made
in Heaven’.
That’s how Winton’s Grant Moore
of Grant Moore Shearing describes
his recent acquisition of the business
previously run by Daryn and Charmaine
Murray (Integrity Shearing) from their
base at Ohai.
The extension of his business had
been in the offing for a while, Grant
says, and really came together over
Queen’s Birthday Weekend, with the
new team operating from the end of
July.
Grant has re-employed the former
Integrity ‘core staff’ who worked all
year round, and he has brought in Chas
Tohiariki at a management level for the
new set-up. ‘The people themselves
have made it really easy as they quickly
adjusted to being a part of the new team,
without any ‘them and us’ attitudes
developing.
‘What this means is we will now
have continuity of work through most
of the year. While Chas will manage
day-to-day operations, we will also be
making use of his extensive backgound
in organised shearer training to help our
crews develop their skills as required,’
Grant says.
‘Just how that will work in practice
is yet to be fully decided but one of our
goals, with the support of our farmers, is
to bring young people into the industry.
We will have learners on our five and
six-stand sheds where two pressers
could alternate on a run by run basis.
‘We will strive to offer the best
service for our clients and a safe,
positive, happy, work environment for
all our staff.’
Grant Moore says he expects the
bulk of his work will continue to come
from farmers in the Southland and West
Otago regions.

MID/SOUTH CANTERBURY

Peter Lyon Shearing gang at Burgen, Middlemarch. Eric, Shane, Ivan, Jah, Gozz,
Daine, Menis, Charlotte, Shannon, Shekaniah, Jamie, Darrell.
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Requires quality shearers and
woolhandlers for permanent or
seasonal work. Good rates offered,
must be drug free.
Phone Tony 027 693 3010
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Pete Left the Best ‘til Last

Once upon a time (back in the year 2000, actually) this writer
interviewed an oldish bloke from Te Awamutu, named Joe
Armstrong. Born at Te Kuiti in 1919, Joe included in his
claims to ‘fame’ the fact that he was present in the shed the
day Brian ‘Snow’ Quinn started his own shearing career.
Joe’s usual shearing mate, Paddy, had failed to show after a
bit of a session the night before, so Joe rang this 14-year-old
Aria lad who had been doing a bit of crutching in the district.
Joe recalled that young Snow struggled away for most of
the day on the other stand and he was quick to refute any
suggestions of being any influence whatsoever on the future
world and six-times Golden Shears Open champion.
But this story is not about the Mighty Quinn, instead another
teenaged youngster named Pete, who wanted to learn how to
shear sheep. Joe Armstrong recalled: ‘Pete was a very shy boy,
about 18-years-of-age. When the woman with morning smoko
came into the shed Pete would go and hide. So, I took him
aside and showed him how to pick up and hold a handpiece.
It took him several days to learn how to get the belly off, and
he always got so upset if he did something wrong. Finally,
after about three years he was doing 125 a day.
‘Then he decided off his own bat one day that he was going
to try and do 150. I thought to myself, the only way he would
get to 150 would be if I worked like a bloody dog all day and
slipped a few into his pen while under the guise of showing
him a few blows. I’d shear two or three on his stand every
so often to help him with his last side and then get back on
my own stand.
‘We did 502 between us that day and Pete’s tally was 152.
He was so excited, over the moon, and rang all around the
district telling people about it. I was just hanging on the ropes,
bloody exhausted. Then, about a week later we were lying
on our bunks and Pete suddenly sat up. ‘You know the day I
did 152 – you must have done 350!’ It had taken him a week
to realise where the rest had come from. I just said, ‘I don’t
know Pete, I didn’t count ‘em up.’
‘Pete was heavy going, and I had to look after his tax forms
and everything. Then I got him work in a bigger gang that
was better able to carry him. But one day we were short of a
shearer and I gave Pete a call and asked him if he could give

us a day’s work. That was okay, and when we’d finished they
brought in the tax forms to fill out and I noticed Pete writing
away with his left hand.
‘Do you always write with your left hand, Pete,’ I asked.
‘I do everything with my left hand,’ he replied.
‘But you shear with your right hand.’
‘And he said, “But you told me to hold the handpiece like
that, in my right hand!”
‘Pete was a good boy, he ended up working for the New
Zealand Post Office and doing very well for himself.
‘In later years he would introduce me to people as the man
who taught him to shear and I used to think, “I hope they
haven’t seen Pete shear!”’
(By Des Williams. Extract from story originally published in
the 2000 New Zealand Championships souvenir programme.)

GRANT MOORE SHEARING
Winton, Southland
•

Grant Moore Shearing is looking for keen reliable staff for the
busy main shear season, December through to end of March.
We are paying on and above the recommended new pay
rates to our staff and also entitlements. Meals are provided
and we have some accommodation available.
We have recently taken over Integrity Shearing in Ohai
which means we will have continuity of work through most
of the year.
We have also taken on a full-time Manager Chas Tohiariki
with 15 years experience in the Training sector and many
more as a shearer. We see this as a win win for our clients
and our staff and will be able to offer training and support
on daily basis.
We will strive to offer the best service for our clients and
a safe, positive, happy, work environment for all our staff.

•
•

Experienced staff required for our busy King-Country and
Waikato-based Mainshear, November-February. Excellent
conditions, meals and transport provided.
Phone Troy Simmons, 021 175 9162 or 07 873 8624
email: otorohangashearing@hotmail.co.nz

•

Any questions or queries, message or phone us
Grant +64 273 450 963 or Chas +64 277 474 471
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Now available in NZ

Superior Long Life Emery

The Muscle Behind The Machine

Unique backing for a ‘closer to disc’ grind & true hollow replication
Exceptionally sharp with 100% patented SG ceramic grain
Offers fast coating removal with less loading & longer life
Save time by changing your emery less often

Heiniger New Zealand | (03) 349 8282 | heiniger.co.nz
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Book Review:
Down a Country Road

Marlborough writer Tony Orman has
something for everyone in his latest
book, Down a Country Road. (Well,
for everyone who prefers to be some
distance away from the city, that is.)
Fairly hot off the press from New
Holland Publishers, the book is a
collection of 24 stories about “the
eccentric, colourful personalities who
have made the remote back country
of New Zealand’s South Island their
home. … From the explorer-pioneers
of the nineteenth century to those who
continue to inhabit the harsh inland
environment today, the wry humour
and staunchness of the Kiwi characters
and the tales of surviving the harsh
conditions are a revelation,” the back
cover notes explain.
You don’t necessarily need to know
any of these characters in order to
appreciate their stories, though there
will be some names familiar to most
readers. A blade shearer named Peter
Casserly, chose a ‘Black Friday’ in 1976
to set a new world tally of 353 crossbred
lambs shorn in nine hours. According
to the Guinness Book of Records at
the time, the previous record of 350
had been set in 1899 by ‘An Unknown
Shearer’. Peter comes up with some
great quotes while telling his story:
‘Gear before the beer’ is the motto; ‘Old
age is no place for sissies’.
High country poet Jim Morris also
features with some straight talking (in
prose and in verse) about high country
management and mis-management:
‘Ninety percent of high country farmers
are more conservation-minded than
some of the do-gooders in cities.’

Champion dog-trialler Ginger
Anderson of Ben Omar reveals the
inner-secrets of that great sport. Kevin
Nolan of Arawata Valley tells of his
family’s dynasty in south Westland,
started when his Irish grandfather won
100 pounds in a wrestling match at the
Sydney Show and booked his ticket
to Hokitika, on the west coast of the
South Island.
Dr Geoffrey Orbell accounts for
another chapter in this entertaining book
– relating his part in the ‘rediscovery’
of takahe in Fiordland’s Murchison
Mountains in 1948.
All this and much more, Down a
Country Road – Stories from New
Zealand’s Heartland by Tony Orman.
Copies available from good book stores
at the agreeable price of just $29.99.
Published by New Holland, 2018.

LONGFORD TAVERN
Hamilton Street

GORE
February 2019
STAY
WEIRD

Shearingmag

Open & Senior competition
Cash Prizes
Entry Fee $40 – Limited Entries
Ph (03) 208 7023

is on Facebook
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Poems by Des Williams. Lines that will
never be taught in schools. (But they
have all been thoroughly Highway
Ninety-Nined!) Email tewaewaebay@
yahoo.co.nz for details.

Made in New Zealand

silver
fern
shearing
gear
stands
the test
of time
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Getting fit to shear world records
By Matt Luxton
Clearly, breaking the nine-hour and eight-hour strong wool
world records didn’t happen by becoming fit alone; a lifetime
of dedication and skill attainment were achieved by both Matt
and Rowland Smith and those before them.
I believe that health and fitness in these two most recent
attempts was one of the many spokes in a wheel that can’t
afford to be lacking in any spoke whatsoever. A combination
of mental strength, skill, fitness, support, desire, teamwork,
nutrition and relentless planning make up that wheel.
For getting fit to shear big numbers, you have to start with
health. That is what we did with both Matt and Rowland and
nutrition underpinned this. Nothing ridiculous in terms of
preparation time, but carefully thought out so that optimal
body fat, muscle mass and hydration was achieved for the
big days. For any shearer to achieve their best, they like
any other athlete must address areas such as sleep, nutrition
and training if they want to avoid getting sick and missing
work. By making changes like removing coffee, alcohol and
processed foods 90% of the time you have witnessed what
can be achieved.
The problem with stimulants like coffee as its like taking a
loan out from the bank every time, you pay it back eventually.
Short term fix, but in this case no long lasting positive
effect. In fact, caffeine actually causes adrenal fatigue and
depletion of vitamin C and other water-soluble vitamins can
be interfered with as it is a diuretic.
When you want to utilise the benefits of caffeine, you will
perform much better if your body hasn’t been bombarded
with it. Tip here, if you have a big day and you want to utilise
caffeine, avoid any caffeine for a week before and only start
using it from the half-way point onwards.
Remember that you will need more water and electrolyte
when you take caffeine. Doses of 75-150mg work well with
no more than 300mg per day really needed for performance,
more than that is just wasteful. Sleep will be better without
this on a daily basis too. Bed by 10pm is key for physical
repair, later than that and you are eating into your recovery
and ability to go well the next day.
When it comes to big tallies, a massive amount of strength
and strength endurance is needed. I think this may have been
overlooked previously having talked with Matt prior to his
successful 9 hour record. Most shearers at open level have
good cardiovascular conditioning, but where they differ is
in their strength and strength endurance. This is where we
worked very hard, helping them to get stronger in absolute
terms, but also in their ability to repeat efforts in time frames
like 45s and 5, 8, 12 and 20 minutes. On the face of it, those
times reflect time per sheep and perhaps those intervals of an
open level competition through heats and into finals.
We also worked very hard on mobility, so not just
concerning the muscles but how well the joints functioned.
Exercises that open up the front of the hip; external rotation
of the shoulder to help reduce shoulder pain and prevent
injury and lower back drills featured as part of warm ups
and in some cases actually formed one whole session per
week, especially during busy times of the year like lambing
and main shear time.
The programme designed for them both, were actually very

different, based on their previous training history and body
types. The exercises, at times of it did not look exercises
you would see the regular gym go-er doing. We worked
on specific positions that mimicked shearing, but also the
complete opposite as well, to make these guys more rounded
and stronger humans, not just shearers.
I think it is worth noting here, that a big part of the
programme was about adapting, so if they had big shearing
weeks, the sessions would not be as intense, in fact some I
remember Matt saying that he thought they were quite “nice”.
When you talk to Rowland as well, he will tell you that he
listens to his body and trains hard when he can and if he is
tired, he does one of the lighter sessions planned.
I hope this gives you a little insight into how you might go
about improving your fitness and health not just for shearing
but for life as well. If you want to get in touch you can via
my blog at http://www.mattluxtonhealthandfitness.com
and we also have a Facebook page http://www.facebook.
com/shearperformance where you can find us and a lot of
information there to help you.

Ban 1080? Be careful what you wish for

You may have noticed, there’s a shearing-related Facebook
page with many ‘posts’ calling for the pest control poison
1080 to be banned. Many of the comments ‘lack research’.

Millions of these

None of these

If ‘they’ ban 1080, ‘we’ will continue to have millions
of possums in our native forests, but no kokako, the most
beautiful song bird on the planet. They could disappear
forever and your grandchildren will never get to see or hear
them (or many other species of similar beauty) in the bush.
If you think you want 1080 banned, please research both
sides of the story before you
finally decide. You’ll find the other
side of the story in ‘Protecting
Paradise’ by Dave Hansford.
You may have a simple choice
between holding onto our native
bird populations, or having our
forests over-run by possums,
stoats and rats, who eat native
birds eggs and chicks in the nest.
It’s an old saying, but its
warning still stands true: ‘Just be
careful what you wish for.’ (Ed.)
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Davis Shearing Contracting gang at McCrostie’s Lakeside property near Kaitangata, January 2018. Back left: Craig
McCrostie (Farmer), Peter Mullen, Jamie Brown, Colin Crook, Mike White, Kahu Behrens, Jason Davis. Front left: Debbie
Renton, Shannon Eggers, Katarina Kuti, Ana Fairburn.

Shearing Sports NZ’s number one ranked junior shearer for
2017/18, Jonathan Painter (Pahiatua) in action at Geyserland
Shears, under scrutiny from judge Peter McCabe.

If you want to settle down with good conditions and
steady work, shearing or woolhandling, you could
find a place in the Paewai Mullins team. We work
for some great people and we have some great people
working for us. There is always room for one more.

Phone: 06 374 4062 / Fax 06 374 4153
Aria: 022 374 4062
PO Box 129, Dannevirke 4942.
Email: office@shearingnz.co.nz
Website: shearingnz.co.nz

On-line training module Tahi Ngatahi

NZ Shearing Contractors’ Assn launches Tahi Ngātahi – a new
safety initiative that uses video and e-learning to make health
and safety training accessible to everyone in the industry.
The programme is being developed by the Contractors’
Association and Federated Farmers, together with support
from ACC and WorkSafe NZ. Tahi Ngātahi provides online
multimedia training to increase the industry’s productivity,
quality (i.e. welfare of ewes) and safety (i.e. compliance).
The programme has two learning modules. One will train
farmers, shearing contractors, managers and supervisors.
The other is designed to train shepherds, other farm staff,
shearers, pressers, and wool handlers. For further detail about
the programme, check out the NZSCA website.
Above: NZSCA out-going President Jamie McConachie with
Tahi Ngatahi project manager, Trish Ryan of Wellington.
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Irish blade shearing record for Peter Heraty

Above: The team involved in Peter Heraty’s Irish blade
shearing nine-hour record tally on 21 July 2018. Back left:
Tom Hoban, Keiran McDonagh, Jonathan Tynan, James
Hopkins and Michael Baynes. Front left: Kevin Heraty, Allan Oldfield, Pete Heraty, Peter Heraty (the record man),
Denis O’Sullivan and Martin Hopkins. Above right: Peter
Heraty has compatriot Denis O’Sullivan over his shoulder,
taking close interest in proceedings. (O’Sullivan is the son
of legendary Irish female shearer, Breda Lynch.)
Peter reflects on his record-setting day: ‘I’ve had it in my
head for the last five or six years that I would like to try some
sort of record. Some experienced shearers advised me to go
for it or I might regret it in years to come.
‘Last year (2017) when we gathered our own sheep from the
mountain I made a few phone calls and got Tom Dunne and
Denis O Sullivan to come to our farm for one day where I
did eight hours shearing to set my personal best of 253 sheep.
‘This year I felt it was the right time to give it a go and set
a record. I made some calls and got the preparations under
way. We carefully picked the most suitable sheep in the week
leading up to the record attempt. I didn’t sleep very well
the night before as I could not wait to start in the morning.
Everything was ready, sheep sorted, blades sharpened and
set by Allen Oldfield, friend and shearer from New Zealand.
‘With Allen and Denis O’ Sullivan (Co. Kerry) by my side
all day the record attempt went very well. I felt no real pain
until 20 minutes into the last 1hour 45mins run. Somehow the
two boys got me going again with words of encouragement

and I finished quite strongly. I was delighted with the tally. I
didn’t think I would go near that figure of 326. All I wanted
was to beat my 253 from 2017.
‘Without the team I had behind me on the day it would not
have been possible. I am so grateful to all who helped out
on the day and to all the locals and friends from the sheep
shearing fraternity in various parts of Ireland who arrived on
the day to support me.’
Peter shore a mixed flock of Mayo blackface sheep from
his own property at Owenwee, comprising ewes, hoggets and
two-year-olds. The fleece weight averaged 1.67kg. Respective
run tallies were 72 (two hours) followed by 65, 62, 64 and 63
in 1hr 45min runs. Heraty’s tally was 120 more than the 206
shorn by fellow Irish shearer Patrick Moran in the early 1990s.
His efforts compare with the 353 perendale lambs shorn
by New Zealand shearer Peter Casserly at Mt Somers, near
Methven, on February 13, 1976, and the 308 romney-border
cross lambs shorn by Bruce Davidson at Hanmer Springs on
December 12, 1973.
The only blades records currently recognised by the World
Sheep Shearing Records Society, (established after a revision
of records rules in 1983), come from an eight-hour challenge
in South Africa on 10 February 2006, in which Samuel Juba
set a solo mark of 245 on merinos, and with Bangani Joel
(215) a two-stand record of 460. (Notes from Eileen Coffey)

Proud to support N.Z. Shearing Magazine
We require staff July-October and January-May
Accommodation, travel and meals provided
Good attitude towards work and our clients essential
Reliable work and weather patterns in Central Otago
Employment Agreement based on NZSCA
Work under NZSCA ‘SHEARNZ’ programme

All enquiries welcomed. Contact Peter or Elsie
Tel 03 448 6378 Fax 03 448 9201
Email: elsie@peterlyonshearing.co.nz
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Work available in the Gisborne
region for quality shearers and
shedhands
All enquiries welcome

Phone Beau on
027 842 4172
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Daryl Ainsley – Selfless Good Samaritan

Answering the call to rescue a couple of mates who were
bogged in swampy ground near the beach proved to be the
last good turn enacted by long-time Cromwell shearing
contractor, Daryl Ainsley. Some time after completing his
Friday evening act of kindness on the Tautuku Peninsula, the
52-year-old Ainsley died when his vehicle plunged some 60
metres down a cliff onto a Catlins beach, where his body was
found some hours later (Saturday morning) on 15 May 2018.
Given that he was also president of the Cromwell-based
Central Motor Speedway and a highly-skilled driver, the
cause of death seemed totally tragic and ironic for a man
known throughout the Central Otago region for his generosity
to others in time of need. Newspaper reports soon after the
accident suggested Daryl may have become disorientated in
the dark in an area where there was ‘farmland, no fences and
cliffs all around the place’.
Lomas Ainsley of Cromwell told the Otago Daily Times
his brother was extremely motivated and passionate in
everything he did, and was involved in many clubs, boards
and committees. Daryl had brought that passion to speedway
racing over the past seven years and was a three-times South
Island champion in speedway saloon racing.
“Daryl was determined, driven and competitive, a high
achiever, but also humble and discreet, never boastful. He
just got on with the job.’
It is understood Daryl had gone to the area for the weekend
with his friends to work on a bach he had been renovating.
There wasn’t much he hadn’t done or tried in his life – as
well as the speedway interests and development of club

Daryl Ainsley’s speedway car had been ‘in bits’ at the end of
the 2018 speedway season but was hurredly re-assembled by
friends to give the man one last slow lap of honour around
the Cromwell track ahead of his funeral.
facilities, Daryl had played rugby, squash, done the Coast to
Coast multi-sport challenge several times, all in addition to
successfully running his Cromwell contract shearing business
for many years.
Described by both shearing and speedway friends as ‘a
selfless samaritan and a massive loss to the community’,
Daryl is survived by partner Chelsea and children Maddy,
Faith and Harry.

Masterful Pagan
Multiple national titles winner Pagan Karauria (Alexandra)
has crowned a remarkable but still ambitious shearing
sports career by being acclaimed a Master Woolhandler. The
accolade was decided by unanimous vote at the Shearing
Sports New Zealand annual meeting in Christchurch on 20
August 2018. A prominent personality in the recently released
She Shears shearing feature, Karauria (nee Rimene) follows
in the footsteps of father Dion Morrrell, a Master Shearer,
and mother Tina Rimene, also a Master Woolhandler.
Also a senior grade shearer, Karauria has won 15 Open
woolhandling finals in New Zealand dating back to her first at
the New Zealand Corriedale Championships in Christchurch
in 2006. Her wins include two in that event, three in the
national crossbred lambs final at Winton, two in the New
Zealand Merino championships in Alexandra, three South
Island Circuit titles, and the inaugural Royal Easter Show
title in Auckland earlier this year. (Doug Laing)

We require staff for our busy summer mainshear from
December through ‘til April and for our pre-lamb June
through ‘til August. Good work ethics and attitude towards
our clients and fellow staff are essential.
Travel and meals provided.
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All enquiries welcomed to
office@mcconachieshearing.co.nz
Curly 0274 336 477 or Jamie 027 336 4007
Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association
Member ShearNZ
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Davis Shearing gang members at Cameron’s property
near Balclutha, January 2018. Centre, Johnny Muncaster.
Clockwise from top left: Helen Fry, Sandra Brown, Danny
Alderman and Clark Darling.

Things looking a bit Grey? Where to get help

Lifeline (open 24/7) – 0800 543 354
Depression Helpline (open 24/7) – 0800 111 757
Healthline (open 24/7) – 0800 611 116
Samaritans (open 24/7) – 0800 726 666
Suicide Crisis Helpline (open 24/7) – 0508 828 865 (0508
TAUTOKO). This is a service for people who may be
thinking about suicide, or those who are concerned about
family or friends.
Youthline (open 24/7) – 0800 376 633. You can also text
234 for free between 8am and midnight, or email talk@
youthline.co.nz
0800 WHATSUP children’s helpline – phone 0800 9428
787 between 1pm and 10pm on weekdays and from 3pm
to 10pm on weekends. Online chat is available from 7pm
to 10pm every day at www.whatsup.co.nz.
Kidsline (open 24/7) – 0800 543 754. This service is for
children aged 5 to 18. Those who ring between 4pm and
9pm on weekdays will speak to a Kidsline buddy. These
are specially trained teenage telephone counsellors.
Your local Rural Support Trust – 0800 787 254 (0800
RURAL HELP)
Alcohol Drug Helpline (open 24/7) – 0800 787 797. You
can also text 8691 for free.
For further information, contact the Mental Health
Foundation’s free Resource and Information Service (09
623 4812).

Tararua Shearing Ltd
Shearers and shedhands wanted.
Must have good work ethics
and be reliable.
Accommodation, meals and
transport provided.
Work from mid-November to
end of March.
Phone Lionel or Stephanie
Home 06 376 7877
Work 06 375 8488
Cell 027 440 7021
Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association
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Donny Hammond 1937-2018

Donny Hammond, New Zealand’s
Golden Blades champion over three
decades – 1963, 1974 and 1981 – died
at Talbot Park Rest Home, Timaru on
10 August 2018, aged 81.
Donny was regarded by all who knew
him or knew of him to be an exceptional
shed and competition shearer, skills that
were formally acknowledged with the
Master Shearer award he received in
1979. He regarded blade shearing as not
just a job, but a way of life. Although
he started blade shearing at 18 it was
not until he was 25 he began to enter
competitions, thus founding the legacy
of titles he was to accumulate over the
years. He won his first New Zealand
title at the age of 26, his second season
of competition.
His skills were on display at local
events and he maintained his winning
form at traditional venues including the
Waimate Open, the Alexandra fine wool
competition, the Mackenzie Shears,
Mayfield and Southern Shears (twice),
earning two two trips to Australia.
In 1981 Donny won all five major
blade shearing titles in New Zealand
and also beat the world champion in
a friendly competition, just for good
measure.
For years he regarded his win at
Waimate Shears in 1981 to be his
proudest achievement. He had qualified
14 times over consecutive years and the
times recorded there by himself and
other competitors broke records but
unfortunately the papers were on strike
at the time and nothing was recorded.
Nervousness was a big factor for any
event Donny entered because most of
the shearers knew each other well and

Donny Hammond. Pure gold legend.
knew how competent each other’s
shearing skills were, but ‘on the day any
one could make mistakes,’ he reckoned.
‘You are enemies on the board but once
off the board you are all great mates
again.’
Donny was born at Christchurch in
1937 but when he was only a year old he
was placed into St Joseph’s orphanage,
after his parents separated. The time he
spent there with other boys and sports
teams remained as fond memories.
‘I went back to visit the orphanage a
couple of times after I had left because
they were so good to me,’ he recorded
years later. And it was while he was out
raspberry picking to make money for
the home that Donny met his three older
sisters, who were in a girls orphanage
at the time.
‘They knew I existed but I knew
nothing about them,’ he recalled. ‘They
came up to me and asked me if I was
Donny Hammond and when I said “yes”

Give Adrian a
call today!
Tel 03 614 7811

(Compiled from notes prepared by May
Montgomery (1999) and Glenda Betts.)

JEFF DORSET

ADRIAN COX
SHEARING LTD
has vacancies for
experienced shearers and
shedhands for
stayout work on his
fine wool run based
in South Canterbury.
Excellent working
conditions.

they told me they were my sisters.’
After he left school Donny began
work in a Christchurch factory and
became good friends with a man who
had a blade shearing brother and from
there Donny’s own life seemed to
dictate its own destiny.
His grandfather was also a wellrespected blade shearer which meant
blade shearing was already in Mr
Hammond’s blood before he began his
long standing career.
Donny ran his own contracting
business for many years, which enabled
him to travel around most of the
South Island. He took many learner
shearers under his wing during that
time and had at least two ‘pupils’ go
on to win Open championships at
Waimate and Omarama competitions.
He remained modest about his part in
their achievements.
‘Every shearer has a different style
and therefore teaches the learner that
same style. You never see two shearers
whose style is exactly the same. A good
shearer not only has to be well skilled
but has to have a big heart for the job
because of the physical dedication it
demands from them.
Donny had once expressed the desire
to shear one million sheep in his career
– an ambition which fell short by about
43,000. But he did shear at Glentanner
Station (Lake Pukaki) for 50 years. The
station owner, Ross Ivey, presented him
with a gold watch on the 50th occasion.
Appropriate recognition for a champion
with a heart of gold.

SHEARING
All year round work available for
experienced and reliable staff on
our local and stay out runs. Fine
wool shedhands required from
start August until end October.
Quality accommodation available.
Friendly and safe working
environments.

For enquiries call Joel on
0274 075 531
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“We support all that
is best in shearing.”
DRUG FREE GANGS
TOP RATES

Jeff 0274 920 758
Office 021 414 914
jeffdorset@xtra.co.nz
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Change at the top for NZSCA

improving in all these key areas.
We see the rate increase as necessary
•
to ‘preserving the sustainability of our
industry’.
•
And “providing a living wage
especially to our core staff. This will
close the pay gap between Australia
and New Zealand, resulting in a more
even flow of workers between countries
which will be a win-win for all.
•
There was a real threat in the near
future we wouldn’t be able to service
our clients’ needs in a timely manner
and to a satisfactory level.
•
With no current training happening
at the moment the NZSCA saw this a
major concern, and would actively seek
solutions, until then they recommended
members utilised any private in-house

Piopio contractor Mark Barrowcliffe
has taken over from Jamie McConachie
as New Zealand Shearing Contractors’
Association President. The changeover
took place at the Association’s AGM
in Wellington in May after Jamie had
completed his two-year term. Mark
summarises the main points of interest
and decisions reached at the AGM:
• NZSCA decided at its May 2018
AGM at Wellington to recommend
a shearing rate increase to $2.20
for a full-woolled x-breed ewe and
$3.00 for a merino ewe as well as
introducing four new Shed staff
levels and payrates. These rates
also changed from a Fully Found Mark Barrowcliffe, new NZSCA President
(included lodgings, all meals,
training options.
travel) to Un-Found (includes travel, food while at
work). So, for those who live in contractor supplied • I would like to encourage wool shed employees to
support NZSCA members who have together addressed a
accommodation there may now be a charge.
problem that has been around for a long-time. And to also
• It was also recommended to pay stats days on top of these
contact NZSCA directly with any issues they may have.
rates as and when they fall due.
• Also, the industry was reminded it must pay all other • NZSCA joint venture with ACC and Federated Farmers
‘Tahi Ngatahi’ (see page 30) will be rolled out in the
entitlements like holiday pay, sick and bereavement, 1st
coming months and is a great online tool for upping our
week ACC, as they become due.
game on the Health and Safety front.
• Complying with labour laws has been hard enough for
contractors to get their heads around let alone employees
having it seemingly forced onto them, so it will take a
few years for everyone to become comfortable with them.
Some of the old ways of doing things leave employers and
employees exposed now, especially if proper processes
are not followed and documented.
• The three different types of Individual Employment
Agreements (IEA) and different trigger points of when
entitlements become due have created confusion around
pay rates and are contractors paying correctly. I would
recommend sitting down with your contractor and having
a good discussion about your contract.
• Under the NZSCA 2017-20 strategic plan, seven ‘Key
Challenges’ have been identified and this rate increase has
partially ticked off Remuneration. We will be working on Conferencing contractors, Kevin and Cynthia Hessell, Fairlie

NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association Inc
New members welcome. Join now!

Keep abreast with the new rates and changes in legislation.
National President: Mark Barrowcliffe Tel 0275 544 433. Email: mjbarrow@xtra.co.nz
National Secretary: Cheryl Christie, PO Box 11, Ashhurst.Tel 027 263 7634: Fax 06 326 8041
E-mail contactus@nzshearing.co.nz

Shearing 35

Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

Ian Massey 1935-2018

In the great beard-growing competition
of 2018 judge Marcel Thwaites
(‘Sheepee with a Goatee’) above
deserves an honourable mention, but
has to settle for runner-up in a close
contest with Vinnie Goodger, below,
who went for the Santa Claus option.

Like to come shearing in the
sunny Hawkes Bay?

A top bloke with a big heart is how one
speaker described Ian Massey at the
Northland man’s funeral service in May.
Born into a farming family at Paparoa,
Ian was taught the basics of a strong
work ethic from a young age when he
became designated milker for the house
cow. Other skills soon followed when
he became carpenter’s assistant to his
father during the demolition and reerection of a house on a block of land
at Mangawhai.
At the age of 13 Ian was enrolled
at Kaikohe’s Northland College,
where he studied land care and animal
husbandry. Upon leaving school to work
on the family farm ‘Enderby’, Ian was
introduced to the sport of dog trialling
by his father and won a major trophy
at the age of just 16, the first of many
that would follow in the years to come.
By 1959 Ian had married Jill, whom
he’d met while in his early teens. Their
family of four – Leonie, Scott, Peter
and Brya – followed between 1960 and
1968, during which time the couple
supported many community activities
– Young Farmers, the Paparoa Show
Committee, the local Lions Club, St
John Ambulance Association and, when
the children were at school, the Paparoa
school committee. Ian was also the
ukelele player in the local dance band
and later became accomplished on the
piano accordian, banjo and steel guitar.
In the mid-sixties Ian purchased
Enderby and carried on the family
tradition of breeding Aberdeen Angus
cattle. He also farmed a flock of openfaced Romney sheep and developed a
Southdown stud flock as a ‘sideline’
hobby.

We have jobs available from midMay to end of September and
mid-October through to March for
seasonal staff.
If you’d like to move here to live
we have permanent positions
available for the right people. All
you need is a good work ethic and
your gear.
Meals provided
Accommodation available.
Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Assn
Sponsor, North Island Woolhandling Circuit

Phone Colin on 022 183 2200
or 06 879 5553
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Ian Massey, National Veterans’
champion, Raglan, 1999
Ian also had a passion for machinery
and, over time, acquired all his own
farming equipment, which developed
into a hay-baling service for his own
and neighbouring farms. Somehow
among all that Ian also found time for
breeding and training dogs, playing golf
and being the greenkeeper at Paparoa
Golf Club.
Just where Ian’s interest in shearing
began is uncertain but during those
early years on the family farm, no
doubt. He became a regular competitor
on the shearing sports circuit (won the
NZ veterans national title at Raglan’s
Western Shears) and also took to judging.
From 2000, Ian and Jill spent a
number of years living at Athenree on
the Bay of Plenty coast, but when Ian
began to experience a few health issues
they moved back to familiar territory in
Northland, settling at Waipu.
Ian was there at home surrounded by
family when he pased away on 14 May
2018, aged 83.
(Notes from David Hodge)
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Grand Slam Tour
By Barbara Newton
As people who are always up for
an adventure and after reading an
advertisement in the Shearing magazine
my husband Graeme and I recently
organised a group of 12, of mainly Bay
of Plenty townie friends, in five 4WD
vehicles, to take part in the South Island
High Country Journey grand slam tour.
The evening meal and surroundings
at the Five Stag Restaurant for our
muster in Hanmer Springs was to set
the tone for the following six-day
trip that comprised a wide variety of
the diverse and spectacular scenery
that the South Island has to offer. The
tour took us through many Stations,
meeting some of the people who live
there, and through seldom travelled
or accessed back country roads over
numerous passes, conservation and
private property tracks.
We began in the rolling country of
North Canterbury’s back country with
the Southern Alps in the background
to the west and finished in the Upper
Clutha at the Cardrona Hotel. (The
Southern Alps were still there!)

Shearing magazine
Help us keep New Zealand Post in
business – become a subscriber!
See page 3 for details or just email
your address to
shearingmag@xtra.co.nz
It’s that easy!

Along the undulating journey we
crossed ice cold boulder strewn streams
and rivers, witnessed close up stunning
majestic raw mountain scenery, crossed
braided river beds and shingle slides,
drove through developed irrigated
pasturelands, vast barren dry expanses,
passed by spear grass, golden tussock
covered trails, and spectacular angular
rocky mica-schist tors, skirted lakes,
and visited remote musterers huts,
local points of interest, including gold
diggings, and water schemes.
The self-drive trip was fully supported
and guided, and included superior
accommodation with suitably convivial
hosts, consumed hearty meals, in
addition to great country hospitality.
Stays at two historic hotels were an
experience of their own.
Vehicles were in contact with one
another via hand held radios, and
our tour hosts provided plenty of
commentary on points of interest,
farming practises and ownership, stock
identification, the odd bit of banter
and most importantly, recommended
driving instructions when required.
If you thought the South Island
high country was all the same – then
you would be mistaken! It is not all
mountains, schist, tussocks, matagouri
and merinos.
It’s hard to believe that each day was
so different. The ever changing daily
range of vistas, from grassland to scree
covered slopes and mountain tops, have
created lifetime memories.

• DRIVE YOUR OWN 4WD FROM
MARLBOROUGH TO CENTRAL OTAGO.

BARROWCLIFFE
SHEARING
Fancy work in the King Country,
Nov-Feb and May-July periods?
Have you got:
• Good work ethic?
• Positive attitude?
• Respect for fellow employees
and clients?
• Ability to have fun?
Training available.
Call Mark on 0275 544 433
Member NZSCA and ShearNZ

There were plenty of photo
opportunities and the trip provided
some unique experiences for our
participants, especially being able to
visit and introduce a couple of my wool
grower clients along the way and to
meet some real local rural characters.
The tour has been owned and
operated for the past four years by John
Mulholland, an-ex shearer (worked in
Queensland and WA) before taking on
contracting from 1980 until 1995 based
in the Maniototo. Since then he has been
taking the road less travelled, organising
4WD tours for the past 20 years.
Noel Stanger, who has among an array
of other things, managed several high
country properties in the Canterbury
area, took over the front vehicle role for
the first part of our journey.
Their combined experience made the
tour all the more enjoyable with their
knowledge and hands on familiarity
of the rural surroundings we travelled
through, its history and the people.
Interested? All you need is a sense of
adventure, a decent 4WD with plenty of
clearance and suitable tyres, and some
friends to share the experience with.
A New Zealand Tourism Department
1980s slogan, ‘Don’t leave home till
you’ve seen the country’ – has never
been so true.
Check out the web site: www.
highcountryjourneys.co.nz
For a more detailed account of our trip
check out the June edition of NZ4WD
magazine.

• FULLY CATERED IN VERY COMFORTABLE
FARMSTAYS AND LODGES.
• SMALLER TOUR GROUPS FULLY GUIDED
WITH RADIO CONTACT IN EACH VEHICLE.
• THREE DIFFERENT SIX AND SEVEN DAY
TOUR OPTIONS TO CHOOSE FROM.

Drive from

‘Station to Station’
and experience the

South Island

majestic

High Country
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HIGH COUNTRY JOURNEYS

John Mullholland - 027 228 8152
john@highcountryjourneys.co.nz
Have a holiday with a difference this summer and experience
the majestic scenery of the South Island high country with one
of these tours.
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High Country Journey, top left descending: Okuka River cross- Top right descending: Orari River Gorge; MacKenzie Country;
ing; smoko break at musterers’hut; Lake Benmore; merino mob. century-old stone fence posts; Poolburn dam.
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IT’S BACK, NZ!
QUASAR 4
THE

Full Thickness Swiss Made Comb
Designed to achieve high tallies in open wool
95mm Wide | Medium Bevel
Heiniger New Zealand | (03) 349 8282 | heiniger.co.nz
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SHEAR SMARTER AND
KEEP SAFE WITH LISTER
NEXUS QR PRO
Lister’s most powerful shearing machine, the Lister
Nexus QR PRO, includes an electronic current sensor to
protect the user and avoid a lock-up by automatically
stopping the machine if the handpiece hits an
obstruction in the wool.
> ELECTRONIC LOCK-UP SAFETY SENSOR
> QUICK RELEASE SYSTEM FOR RAPID DRIVE
ATTACHMENT OR RELEASE

PRO GRINDER
Reliable, consistent, durable – the Lister Pro Grinder
is respected across the globe for its lightweight
base and collapsible pendulum, offering the perfect
balance of sturdiness, strength and portability.
> POWERFUL 0.75KW ELECTRIC MOTOR
> AVAILABLE WITH EITHER ALUMINIUM OR
CAST IRON DISCS

The Lister DF642 limited edition handpiece was developed in
partnership with the world-famous David Fagan. Incorporating
years of expertise and shearing knowledge, the DF642 is the
ultimate handpiece for professional shearers.
> ULTRA LIGHTWEIGHT SLIM-LINE BARREL
> LOW-PROFILE RACING PRONGS
> SUPERIOR CUTTING PERFORMANCE
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lister-shearing.com | acto.co.nz
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BY APPOINTMENT
TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
MANUFACTURERS OF
ANIAMAL CARE PRODUCTS
LISTER SHEARING EQUIPMENT LTD.
STONEHOUSE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE
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WITH OVER 100 YEARS
OF HERITAGE AND EXPERIENCE,
LISTER DEVELOPS HIGH-PERFORMING
CLIPPING AND SHEARING PRODUCTS
SO YOU CAN PURSUE YOUR
PASSION WITH PRIDE.
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