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PROTECT
SHEARERS

AWARD WINNING SAFETY

Don’t risk life threatening
lock-ups, ensure the
overheads in your shed are
Heiniger EVO’s, the ﬁrst
shearing plant in the world
to be manufactured with
an electronic safety switch
and downtube insulation
technology.

DURABLE HIGH PERFORMANCE
MOTOR
QUIET AND SMOOTH RUNNING
SOFT START FOR INCREASED
HANDPIECE LIFE
Motor Power: 300 watt
3 Speed: 3500/3200/2700 rpm
Machine Weight: 7.8 kg

Heiniger New Zealand Pty Ltd
1B Chinkook Place, Hornby
CHRISTCHURCH NZ
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Who was it made some remark about the only certainties
in life being death and taxes? That clever American
scientist and politician from a couple of hundred years
ago, Benjamin Franklin, methinks without resorting to
Google. But Benjamin’s certainties don’t make life’s
uncertainties any easier to deal with. Just when we might
have been starting to think the big shakes were behind
us for a while, wham, the heart of the country around
Marlborough and Wellington cops it big time.
Fortunately, as I write this, there have been no deaths,
and long may that continue. The further drain on our
taxes remains to be seen and assessed, but there will be,
and that’s a certainty.
Life goes on regardless, that’s the message and this
edition we celebrate fine examples of human endeavour.
Desi Downs of Rata this year marks 50 years of shearing;
Jack Thomas from Kawhia recently put his one-millionth
sheep out the porthole; five more high-achieving Aussies
have entered the Shearing Hall of Fame, and Tectra’s
latest crop of Modern Apprentices take positive steps
towards meaningful, hard-working lives.
Tom Harding brings us the bad news of a devastating
fire suffered by George Mudge over there in England,
coupled with George’s resolute undertaking to start all
over again and rebuild that which was lost.
Roger Leslie reports that all the rain we missed here
in New Zealand last summer was instead falling on
Germany, just when he wanted to shear sheep, and Laurie
Keats revisits the Falkland Islands to find much the same,
as well as much changed from the last time he was there
20-odd years ago.
And sadly, we note the passing of Norm Sanson and
Ian McMillan, a couple of blokes who loved shearing for
most of their 80-plus years.
Meantime, we publish several shearing gang photos
from around the country, full of happy and optimistic
faces who will hopefully carry the torch for our industry
as proudly as did Messrs Sanson and McMillan.
Take care people, see you in November.

Ka kite ano
Des Williams (editor)

Cover photo: Peter and Sandra Smith’s South Australianbased Y-Not gang at Willow Springs Station (near Wilpena
Pound in the Flinders Range), back left: Nathan Russell,
Tom O’Connell, Daniell’a Wilson, Bill Haitana, Klynton
Coral, Keith Wilson, Jana Honess, Peter Smith. Front left:
Paul Oster (TAFE SA), Casey Smith, Christy Wilson,
Mark Truman (TAFE SA), Sam Glasbrook.
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Life’s work up in smoke
By Tom Harding
“There goes my life’s work.”
Those were the only words 66-yearold George Mudge could say as he
stood with his son Andrew, daughterin-law Kelly and three frightened
grand-children in the middle of the
night last February, watching from
a nearby field as the family business
burned to the ground.
George, from Tavistock in Devon,
has shorn for England in nine world
championships – two with machines
and seven with blades, having made
world finals in both disciplines (1984
and 2008 respectively).
George Mudge & Co. Shearing
Equipment began life in 1975, when
farmers who George sheared for began
asking him to supply and grind combs
and cutters for them. This snowballed
over the years until the business
became one of the biggest suppliers
of shearing equipment and clothing
in the UK, also manufacturing a lot
of equipment including their popular
shearing trailers and stands.
On the night of the fire George had
gone to bed as usual. Andrew was
up late next door, playing cards with
friends. At 1.15am on Sunday the
lights suddenly went out and Andrew
noticed a glow over the workshop
outside. After waking George and
calling the fire brigade, they managed
to seemingly get the fire under control
with buckets of water by the time the
first fire engine arrived. In a cruel twist
of fate however, they noticed that it
had got into the insulated roof panels
above their heads, spreading rapidly.
Conditions became too dangerous
for the firemen to retrieve the acetylene

cylinders from the welding bay and
George was told to take his family to
safety across the fields. “There was
nothing we could do,” George sighs,
reflecting on how it felt watching
from the distance. “It was obvious we
were going to lose the lot.”
One of the fire engines was burnt
to a shell when the farm diesel tank
caught fire, sending a river of blazing
fuel gushing down across the yard and
under its wheels. The two houses and
one stone barn were saved with foamspraying, but the entire workshop,
welding bays, storerooms and office
were razed to the ground.
George describes returning to the
aftermath on Monday morning as
feeling like looking at the remains
of the Twin Towers. “There were
concrete posts split down the middle,

MAHONY SHEARING
PO BOX 3381, NAPIER
TEL 06 835 9571

Te Anau
Shearing

Ainsley Shearing Co.
Central Otago

* We have an excellent pre-lamb run
*
		
*
		

We employ quality-conscious 		
people
If you perform, work continuity
is guaranteed

Phone Daryl on
027 434 0887

a 10 inch RSJ carrying a three-ton
overhead crane was on the ground
twisted like a piece of liquorice; it just
shows how hot the inferno was to do
that to steel. Everything was creaking
and groaning, it was pretty awful
really, a scene of total devastation.
“The thought that crossed my mind
was, ‘you bring nothing into this
world and you take nothing out.’”
Did he think at that moment of
calling it a day? “No,” he says
emphatically, “that never crossed my
mind, ever. It’s something that I’ve
built up from nothing and I just know
that we can do it again. It’ll be better
than ever. I’m hoping we’ll get the
shop up by the next shearing season.
Work on the new building is already
underway.”
Incredibly, he managed to keep the
business running from a makeshift
office in the remaining stone barn
for the UK shearing season. “We
worked tremendously hard keeping
our customers supplied with the
equipment they needed. In fact, we’ve
supplied our customers much better
than some of our suppliers have
supplied us.”
George has the following advice for
farmers, particularly those running
businesses from the premises: “Insure
for the right amount. Our figure for
the buildings was reasonable, but the
machine tools that I’ve been buying
over the past 30 years were so underinsured. I’d never made a claim in 32
years, and like everybody I guess, I
do not like paying huge insurance
premiums. But when something
like this happens, you could lose
everything.”

Permanent positions for quality
shearers and shedhands
Member of the NZ Shearing
Contractors’ Association
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We have jobs for
experienced
shearers and shedhands
Phone Andrew on
03 249 7005

Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

NZSCA Annual Conference

“The contractors came in two by two and she blew ...”
Or they might’ve if she had’ve! Fog over Dunedin airport
disrupted travel plans for several on their way to the annual
NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association meeting at Dunedin
in May. Aria Mullins and Rahna Watson-Paul (the shaded
pair above) instead enjoyed a scenic tour of Central Otago
on day one of the conference (as did the editor) after landing
at Queenstown. (Was that ticket from the Roxburgh Lotto
shop worth anything??)
John Kerridge (Pahiatua) and Andrew Booth (Waimate)
(top left) got there on time, as did President Barry Pullin and
life member Ron Davis, top right.

Boss Hogg Barrowcliffe (above) did some mean roleplaying to illustrate good and bad ways of dealing with
complex dismissal and disciplinary procedures. (The
Hazzards of being an employer ... groan!)
Ron Davis gave a thoughtful talk on succession planning
(“It’s never too early to start planning how and when to hand
over the reins for your business.”)

!

BRUCE ROGERS SHEARING
GERALDINE N.Z.
All year round work available for
experienced and reliable shearers and
shedhands who can ensure we provide a
quality service to our clients.
We offer good quality accommodation,
meals and vehicles to travel to work.
ACC tertiary accreditation & member NZ
Shearing Contractors’ Association
Enquiries to Pip on 03 693 8087 or
0274 326 932

Handshears for dagging, trimming
and shearing. Set, sharpen, service
and restore. Simple, effective
sharpening and grinding systems.

Reliable staff required.
We offer top rates,
accommodation, meals and
transport. Give us a call.

Contact: Expert blade-shearer Phil Oldfield
!"#$!%$"&%$&'((!"#$%&'!!"#$)*$)%($)+*&$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Email: #&(')(*&'+,-.*/0#/)1!
!

234!-5'!36237
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Dave or Jane Gard
03 436 0112 - 0272 947 652
Kurow
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Introducing the
NEXT GENERATION
in shearing equipment
A rugged, reliable, genuine shearing machine made
from steel and aluminium, NOT PLASTIC.
The TalliBuster shearing machine is designed for
increased safety in the workplace. It has an
electronic system which is designed to stop the
motor within 0.2 seconds if there is a lock up of
the handpiece.
There is no need to reset the motor after this
happens, all that has to be done is pull the cord
to restart the machine.

Features include:
,SLJ[YVUPJ*\[V\[
for the safety of the shearer and less
damage to equipment.

TalliBuster has four preset speeds, changed at the
flick of a switch, and is suitable for shearing the
toughest of sheep.

+PYLJ[+YP]L

The downtube is fully interchangeable with existing
Sunbeam SGV, SuperPro and UltraPro shearing
machines.

5VPZL9LK\J[PVU

Shearing Services 2010 Ltd.

Introducing



the

less parts to be replaced.

-V\Y:WLLKZ

slower speeds ideal for Goats and Alpacas.

less stress on equipment increasing life span.

RJ Wilson Ph. 021 784 003

9LK\JLK7V^LY*VUZ\TW[PVU

Fully Automatic
Hydraulic Pinning
Wool Press



FullyAutomaticHydraulicPinningWoolPress

7YV]LU6WLYH[PVUHS-LH[\YLZ
 Pinning that does not pierce the pack Built–in Digital Iconix FX1 weigh scale
 Large top box for maximum loading efficiency Wool can be loaded from either side
 Can be transported from shed to shed without dismantling

NZ Made

0U[LNYH[LK:HML[`:`Z[LT
 Designed to comply with government safety regulations MICRON starts ONLY when
control lever is activated and both glide away doors are shut. Then an automatic cycle
ensures easy and quick operation MICRON is fully enclosed during the complete
pressing cycle, offering complete operator protection

Customer Testimonials

7L[LY3`VU7L[LY3`VU:OLHYPUN(SL_HUKYH
“PW Engineering had been reliably servicing our previous wool presses for several
years, so we were delighted to give the MICRON a go. We’ve found it very convenient to
use with its low point of entry for wool shed doors and automated action. It’s matched
our high expectations with some pretty smart technological innovations, meaning it
runs efficiently, reliably and importantly for a large outfit like ourselves, safely.”
1H`:[YPUNLY:[YPUNLY:OLHYPUN3[K9HUM\YS`
“Compared to our previous presses, the MICRON is a world apart. We’ve found it
straightforward to use, transportation on-site and movement between sheds is a bloody
dream, plus you always know you’ve got rapid back-up from the PW team giving you
the confidence to get on with the job. Altogether, we’re rapt.”


ProvenOperationalFeatures

EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚDĂĚĞǇ<ŝǁŝWĞŽƉůĞ


Pinningthatdoesnotpiercethepack.
16 Gow Street, Mosgiel,

Built–inDigitalIconixFX1weighscale.

Largetopboxformaximumloadingefficiency.

Woolcanbeloadedfromeitherside.

Canbetransportedfromshedtoshedwithoutdismantling.

IntegratedsafetySystem.
DesignedtocomplywithgovernmentsafetyRegulations.
Dunedin.
Ph. (03) 489 8404

D/ZKEstartsONLYwhencontrolleverisactivatedand
www.pwengineering.co.nz
bothglideͲawaydoorsareshut.Thenanautomaticcycle
ensureseasyandquickoperation.
D/ZKEisfullyenclosedduringthecompletepressing
cycle,offeringcompleteoperatorprotection.
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For service, repair & 24/7 breakdowns for all
types of wool presses contact Alan Hemmings
at PW Engineering.
If time is not critical it is often more efficient
to send your press to Mosgiel for a full work
shop service or Alan can come to your farm.
Alan has a well stocked van of parts for all
presses and travels throughout Otago &
Southland.
Contact Alan on 0274 898 418 or call the
office number.
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A sheep breeding revolution
Dr Clive Dalton
Looking back to the 1980s, it really
was the start of a revolution in sheep
breeding when Group breeding
schemes came into vogue. They were
started by the late Prof. Al Rae from
Massey, along with Hawke’s Bay
Romney breeder Tony Parker and a
small group of his fellow breeders.
Tony kept the central ‘nucleus’ flock on
his farm, to which all the other breeders
contributed top two-tooth commercial
ewes, and got top rams back in return
to go over the flock ewes. It was a very
simple concept that farmers quickly
enthused over.
The revolution came with the upset
of the stud breeding industry, which up
to then had the monopoly on ram sales.
It was a sin for a commercial farmer
to even dream of breeding rams from
commercial ewes – and Tony, I seem
to remember, had great battles with the
Romney Association over this.
Coming from the United Kingdom
in 1968, I was amazed at the power
stud breeders had in the New Zealand
farming industry. It seemed that
they took the place of the Pommie
aristocracy – and that their status
should not be questioned and certainly
not threatened.
The stud world at the time was
made up of small flocks from which
nearly everything with testicles was a
potential stud ram. Lambs were assisted
at birth if needed, and then fed so that

they were the size of donkeys by sale
time – and wool blind into the bargain.
They were a disaster for the hard hill
country where minimal shepherding
had been forced on farmers due to
tough economic conditions.
These stud breeders occupied special
territories in the Manawatu for example,
on flat country, most of which is now
in dairying. Their operations were fed
by stock agents with an annual wellworn trek to these areas to buy rams,
lubricated by the best of Scotch.
I met a farm manager one day at 4pm

Eric Gibson, Lands and Survey
Superintendant at Rotorua c1970

who said he’d been to buy the rams –
leaving home at 4am. He was not sure
where his agent had taken him, but it
was somewhere near Feilding. He’d
seen the rams but the agent had made
the final decisions before arranging
their transport home. I felt really sorry
for the poor bloke, having to put up
with all the agent’s war stories while
imprisoned in his car.
I formed the Dalton theory of genetic
gain, which states that –‘Genetic gain
can only be achieved if the buyer passes
at least 13 pubs in a stock agent’s car’.
The last thing you would do was buy
rams from your local area, and this was
becoming so important with breeding
for facial eczema tolerance racing
ahead – especially in the Raglan area.
The agent’s comment to this was
the great mantra which you still hear
today – ‘too blardy small, too blardy
small’. These rams were smaller than
the Manawatu donkeys as they’d
been fed on hill country. Stock agents
still believe, unfortunately, that big is
beautiful.
We Whatawhata Hill Country Research Station scientists, Doug Lang,
the late Graeme Hight and I, really
hit the firing line when we persuaded
Eric Gibson, who was the Lands &
Survey Superintendant at Rotorua, to
let us find 100 two-tooth ewes that had
reared twins, to take back to the station
to start a breeding line.
(to page 11)

NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association Inc
New members welcome. Join now!

Keep abreast with the new rates and changes in legislation.
National President: Barry Pullin. Tel 03 347 8970. Email: shearing@xtra.co.nz
National Secretary: Cheryl Christie, PO Box 11, Ashhurst.Tel 027 263 7634: Fax 06 326 8041
E-mail contactus@nzshearing.co.nz
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Explosion 1. These sheep looked so good, that it was not a
hard job to persuade Eric to keep on ‘screening’ for twinning
two tooths from the blocks around Taupo – and then we lit
the blue touch paper. We suggested that they continued
selecting those ewes that kept on twinning, to be the mothers
of rams for the surrounding blocks.
Explosion 2. What would happen to Lionel their ram
buyer (and bull buyer), who toured the studs to select rams
for the L&S blocks until the land was balloted for settlement.
Lionel had a very well worn and well-lubricated path to
tred around the studs, and the top was already thrown away
from the whisky bottle on his arrival! But Eric Gibson had
enough faith in us boffins to retire Lionel – who was a good
bloke.
Explosion 3. The managers on the blocks took the L&S
rams with varying degrees of enthusiasm at first, until they
understood the concept that the generic variation in their
combined flocks of 240,000 ewes, which could be exploited
for improvement, was eons ahead of that in the small stud
flocks which had been supplying them. Some managers
came up with the ‘too blardy small’ mantra, but soon got
over that when their rams didn’t die after mating!
Explosion 4. This was mega when Eric Gibson agreed
(with support from Minister of Lands, Duncan McIntyre)

Landcorp stock

The ballot box - L&S decision-maker

to put the Waihora top rams up for public auction. After all,
we argued that L&S and MAF had done all this work using
public money, so why could these top genetics not be shared
with the nation’s farmers?
It did not go down well with the NZ Romney Association,
whose President at the time (Henry Rutherford), told
McIntyre that if the sale went ahead, he’d take all the
Romney council members with him out of the National
party. McIntyre didn’t flinch.
The sale went ahead, and one Romney Council member
made sure everybody knew that he was buying rams at the
sale to take home for dog tucker, which he thought all the
rams were worth. I think he bought a couple and we never
heard what his dogs thought of them!
The L&S Romney breeding scheme has gone from
strength to strength over the years, as new folk took over
the genetics before it became Landcorp. Doug Lang and I
are not happy that the Landcorp sheep genetics have now
been merged with a commercial company – as in our view
they should still be a national genetic bank for the benefit of
farmers, especially to have genes on ice for the day when
(and not if) we are wiped out by Foot and Mouth disease.

Tectra Modern Apprentices at Pakowhai
Marae, near Gisborne. (See story page 18)
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Philip Oldfield, shearing in Wales

Gwynro Jones at Builth Wells

Richard and John Till near Criccith, North Wales

Gareth Owen (left), John Till (centre) with
Jim Cook and his blade collection.

Junior shearers at Royal Bath & West
Geraldine blade shearer Philip Oldfield (top left) spent a
month in the United Kingdom and Ireland during the New
Zealand winter, doing some training and attending shows.
The trip was the result of Phil’s having assisted the UK teams
in New Zealand prior to the 2012 world championships at
Masterton. And the world really is a small place! Phil relates
how he was stopped beside a motorcyclist at traffic lights in a
little Welsh village. “That looks like [1998 NZ team member]
Alex McDonald of Rangiora,” Phil thought to himself. Later,
when talking to Arwyn Jones, he heard how Alex had already
commented: “I think I’ve just seen someone from New
Zealand that shouldn’t be here in Wales!”
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More wet day stuff
By Des Williams
The recorded history of sheep, shearing
and wool has been further embellished
with the recent publication of three new
books. Rory O’Malley’s Mateship and
Money-making is sub-titled Australian
shearing: the clash of union solidarity
with the spirit of enterprise 1895-1995,
and that gives a clue to the complex
and academic scope of this work.
O’Malley has, in effect, focused 13
years of academic study of broader
Australian history into a wideranging and readable review of the
wool industry. That means shearers,
graziers, unions, politicians, conflicts,
strikes, arbitration, Grazcos, and even
the good old wide comb business.
(They were being used in WA as early
as 1909, O’Malley points out.)
There is much to ponder in these 350
pages and O’Malley hits a pretty big
nail on the head near the end: Wool has
not disappeared and nor will it. But
it now supplies niches where quality
captures the price premium. Most of
us wear mass-produced garments and
don’t care what they are made of as
long as they are cheap. How true.
Roger Buchanan covers off his more
than 50 years in New Zealand’s wool
industry in Last Shepherd, a reference
to his role as the New Zealand Wool
Board’s final CEO.
Buchanan echoes O’Malley in his
summary of ‘where it all went wrong’:
Myopic or not, many woolgrowers
simply were unconvinced of the need
for them to invest in the promotion of
their fibre, in particular to consumers.

In their mind, funding R&D was bad
enough, but funding promotion was off
the radar.
Buchanan’s anecdotes and observations over five decades in the industry
contribute to an entertaining and
informative work, also comprehensive
at 300 well illustrated pages.

The third publication, with the
engaging title Chased but Chaste is the
story of Western Australian shearer EJ
‘Rick’ Ridley, written by his sister, Joan
Ridley. At least the first 30 pages are
about Rick – the book then proceeds
to profile many legends of Western
Australian shearing from 1892 through
to 1979. Most of the names will be
unknown to New Zealand readers, but
there are some great little stories. Vic
McKay (who died at the age of 86 two
weeks after being interviewed) relates
how his brother Mick wanted he and
Vic to “go North” for a season.
“So I took him to the office of Frank
Marks in Perth,” Vic explains. “Frank
said, ‘You’ve got a job Vic, I know

Flinders Ranges
South Australia

Quality shearers and shed staff
All camp out sheds
Excellent conditions
No drugs

Phone ++61427672370

Music CDs
And now, music lovers. Particularly
Australian music lovers. If you thought
that genre came to an end with the
death of Slim Dusty back in 2003, no
way. Recent releases by Reg Poole and
Tom McIvor confirm that good ‘bush
music’ is alive and well.
Reg Poole’s recent release, Life is
top class, with the track Letter from
Normandy a standout for my money.
‘The post-mark just said Normandy,
1944’ will give you a clue. Lump in
throat stuff. Reg also puts to music
Kelly Dixon’s tribute to Ray Rose (So
long old mate.)
Tom McIvor’s The Sound of Horses
also contains some great stuff – When
we threw the cork away, and The Ballad
of Bill the Bastard, for example.
If you want information on how
to acquire any of these items, email
shearingmag@xtra.co.nz and we will
put you on the right track.

MICHELLE
SHEARING LTD

OT SHEARING
N
Y

WANTED

your ability, but how many do you
shear, Mick?’ and he replied ‘100 a
day’ and Frank said ‘you’re too slow
but at least you’re honest because we
have hundreds of shearers come in
here looking for North work and some
handle the truth carelessly. I had a
bloke who said he shore 200 here and
200 there and 200 up North so I asked
him if he shore at Mt Gilmore. ‘Oh
yes,’ he said, ‘I shore over 200 there.’
“I said, ‘You’ll do me mate you’ve got
the job.’ What he did not know was
that Mt Gilmore Station was a red poll
bull stud!”

18 Johnson Street, Milton

Reliable, professional staff
required for our pre-lamb & main
shear run in South Canterbury.
Fine wool staff required from
August to November
Accommodation available,
top pay rates.

Are you focused on the future
of our industry? Do you have
positive and clean work habits?
Want to be paid once a week and
finish the season with money in
your bank?

Then give us a call. Phone
Ph Joel
03 614 7791 or 0274 075 531
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TONY MICHELLE
03 417 8312
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Widely read and appreciated

It’s always nice to hear from readers when they write to renew
their subscriptions and include a little note of appreciation
with their cheque. ‘Great mag,’ ‘awesome read’, that sort of
thing. Perhaps the regular contributor who draws the most
favourable comments, and most often, is our poet, Blue
Jeans, unrivalled (in my prejudiced opinion) for his ability to
“take you there” with his words. So in this issue, as well as
publishing the latest from Blue Jeans at page 30, we include
our own tribute to the iconic Central Otago wordsmith.

BLUE JEANS ON THE COVER (A tribute)

He identifies his poems with just two words, ‘Blue Jeans’
But in that sunlit land of language, he is a man of means
I doubt he’s ever done his dough buying flash Italian suits
He’s more at ease in wide-brim hat and leather riding boots
Of the High Country and Central, many stories he has told
About the blazing summer heat and the biting winter cold
He writes of highway hobos, country pubs and curling men
And how things really used to be in days ‘way back when’
In just a verse or two he takes you climbing right up there
Towards the dangerous overhang he mustered every year
Or to the smoky corner bar where he tippled many a night
And of how in twenty summers he’d become a sorry sight
His images come from yesterday, and a hundred years ago
From along the dry Cardrona, and from up near Bendigo
He describes with such a passion those blue Otago skies
And his story of a country bloke brings tears to your eyes
He spirits you back to Passchendale with a Christmas card
Where New Zealand men in uniform found the going hard
And tells of one remembered yet at Waihou Forks Hotel
Met death on a foreign battlefield, lies buried where he fell
He’s written of the Old Man Range and moonlit Molyneux
And blokes he met along the way like shearer, Barney Blue
He’ll tell you ‘bout the double-fleecers up on Yorky’s Run
Or battling with an old scrub bull out there beneath the sun
He recalls yarns about loyal mates and debts repaid in full
And revives our fondest memories of bringing in the wool Above: Kelvin Walker (Mackintosh Shearing) prepares
He came up with a line or two on a man they’d written off another one for the porthole at Paparata Farms, southern
And gave quiet warning to be careful at whom you’d scoff King Country, while Eddie Parkinson (below) pushes the
buttons at the end of the run to check the tallies.
He takes you to the gold mine sites out there west of Hyde
And the old Chinese diggings up at Arrowtown and Clyde
He mines his own mother lode up there on ‘Welcome Hill’
						
As the Naseby sun shines upon his matchless rhyming skill
In sixty years of ‘mustering’, ‘Blue Jeans’ has met them all
And told us of their exploits, with descriptions true and tall
From Dansey’s down to Wanaka he’s gathered in their tales
And no doubt heard a lie or two at Cromwell’s cattle sales
He may not have traded anecdotes with Baxter or CK Stead
(They never took us thru’ the door of a busy shearing shed)
He does have an affinity with Sam Hunt and Denis Glover
But in my book of Kiwi poets, it’s Blue Jeans on the cover!

EWENIQUE
							 S H E A R I N G
							 PARTNERSHIP
We service a large Wairarapa client base and offer
both permanent and seasonal positions for professionally motivated shearers and woolhandlers. Full
accommodation available.
Phone Rick MacLeod 06 377 1942
Members NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association

© desperado 2011
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Bringing in some Biff

Always on the lookout for new and
innovative ideas, the New Zealand
Shearing Championships Committee
this year (April 2013) at Te Kuiti
introduced shearing’s answer to that
rugby league State of Origin contest
they make so much fuss of across the
Tasman. So now we have the Province
of Origin teams’ event and it proved
to be an outstanding success. Pictured
opposite (top) with John Grainger
(PGG Wrightson, sponsor) are (back
left): Dean Ball and Peter Jackson (King
Country), Nuki Gordon and David
Buick (Wairarapa), Rowland Smith and
Neville Osborne (Northland). Front left:
Ian Kirkpatrick and John Kirkpatrick
(East Coast), Adam Brausch and
Paerata Abraham (Hawke’s Bay), Dion
King and Phil Wedd (Hawke’s Bay)
The blokes with the red ribbons and
the family connections are from the
best province.
Also with a strong element of whanau
connections is this Motu Tua shearing
gang, pictured left after shearing
more than 16,000 ewes and lambs at
Moanaroa and Ware Ware Stations,
Akitio, in November 2012. From
left: Robert Toheriri, Thomas Lima,
Naiomi Stewart, Barbara Ramsden,
Darryl Sowry, Kate Tutavaha, Alayne
Daysh, Dan Ramsden, Fiona Ramsden,
Damien O’Brien, Haami Maraki. Dan
and Barbara Ramsden are the farm
owners and Fiona is their daughter.
(Photo Barbara Ramsden.)
Note: Lionel Toheriri and Stephanie
Tisdall (Tararua Shearing Ltd) have
recently taken over Tua Shearing.)

Utiku Shearing 2007 Ltd
Taihape

They are coming in for shearing
not sheep measles.
Make sure all dogs used are treated monthly
for sheep measles.

Our aim is quality in all areas of shearing
and wool preparation
Positions available for experienced
and reliable staff
Shearers/Woolhandlers/Pressers
Top rates, accomm, meals, transport
Phone Rei 06 388 1009 or 0272 309 855
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For more information contact your
veterinarian or phone
Ovis Management on 0800 222 011
or go to www.sheepmeasles.co.nz

Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

Pappy leaving big shoes to fill
By Des Williams
If you were reading someone’s case notes and discovered
they’d spent their earlier years in our industry with the likes
of contracting icons Don Davies, Charlie Brophy, Toby
McCarthy, Adrian Cox and Bill Meech, you may start to
think, “who is this legendary gun?”
Next discover that this person has spent the past 18 years
with Mackintosh Shearing and you might even think, “this
person could probably do 700, on a good day.”
And if shearing cooks do have their own equivalent of a
“700-a-day” man or woman, then Anne “Pappy” Robinson
is surely among the very highest ranking guns in the world
of shearing gang kitchens.
The list of people above that Pappy has worked for is true.
Born a few decades ago at Akaroa, Pappy’s growing up years
included time on farms where her father was manager. And
she really did start with Don Davies at Cheviot and progress
to working with those others around the South Canterbury
area. (And Meech, of course, in the Hawkes Bay.)
At Taumarunui, Pappy finds herself catering for well over
100 people a day at the height of main shear. The 4.00am
start is an essential part of the routine if typical fare such
as bacon and eggs, creamed mushrooms, spags, cereal and
porridge (for example) is ready and waiting for the troops
who start filing in, army-style, as the skies are breaking
to first light. Then there’s the smokos and
lunches for maybe 10 crews who, on any
given day, find seats in their vans and depart
for their sheds as soon as breakfast is done.
As relative peace and quiet descends
upon the Mackintosh compound a couple of
kilometres from the centre of Taumarunui,
Pappy turns her mind to what she will have
on the table at dinner time, 6.00pm.
“We buy nearly everything we need locally,
always having an eye open for good specials
on offer at the supermarket,” Pappy explains.
“The daily routine usually goes pretty
smoothly and there are always a few helpful
ones who come and ask me what needs doing,
or what they can help with. It’s a real family
atmosphere in and around the quarters.”
As boss of the kitchen, Pappy hints that she
expects any “orders” that she might give out
from time to time to be obeyed without question, though she
recalls that Ewan Mackintosh was her helper once. “But he
kept talking all the time so I had to tell him off.” (Ewan just
kept on talking, she reveals with a smile!)
Pappy admits it’s always nice to receive compliments
from appreciative customers. Mandy Cameron of Otematata
Station once said, “Here’s something for you Pappy, it might
not be a gold watch, but it’s something just as good!” And it
was – a dishwasher.

OMARAMA
HOTEL

‘There’s always someone needing a hug,’ says Mackintosh
Shearing’s ace cook, Ann ‘Pappy’ Robinson. But Charlie
Burton’s firm and affectionate hold is more like a ‘We wish
you weren’t leaving us!’ hug. Below: A Pappy Special.
“And there will be the very rare complaint that something
on the table wasn’t up to scratch and that’s fair enough –
that person may just not get fed as well for the next couple
of days!” The mischievous smile that follows
tells you Pappy wouldn’t have it in her heart
to be so mean!
As well as catering for the large numbers on
a daily basis, Pappy finds time to display her
significant artistic talents if someone special
has a birthday coming up and needs a cake.
“In fact, Pappy makes birthday cakes for about
half the people in Taumarunui,” Mackintosh
manager and part-owner, Charlie Burton says.
“She just does it so well.”
And Charlie’s own “Pappy special”, a
custard tea cake, is produced and enjoyed on
a regular basis. At least it has been in the past,
for Pappy’s 18 special years with Mackintosh
Shearing is about to come to an end. She is
moving to Australia later this year, to be closer
to her own whanau.
She has family in Perth and Melbourne and
will be going to the West. It’s not unfamiliar territory, for
Pappy worked on a large wheat farm on a previous stint in
Western Australia, cooking for the wheat harvesting gang.
Her departure leaves the Mackintosh crew with mixed
feelings – happy times ahead for Pappy and closer ties with
her family on the one hand, and wondering how they’ll find
someone to fill her shoes on the other.
If you think you could be qualified to take on this huge
task at Taumarunui, give Charlie Burton a call!

Ross and Marie Kelman welcome you to the best pub this side
of the Black Stump. Great bar, restaurant, accommodation and
shearing company. Tel 03 438 9713.
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We need a new Base Cook – is that you?

We need someone who
can fill Pappy’s shoes.

This is an important and senior
role within our shearing business.
We are a large central North Island
contractor and cater all meals for our
staff. We have staff accommodation
on-site, plus a stable crew of locals
that work year round.
You need to have experience
catering for large groups – perhaps
another shearing contractor or on the
marae? During busy periods, you’ll
have a kitchenhand to help you.
During quieter times, you’ll be
sole charge. You would decide on
menus, do the food ordering, cook
breakfast and dinner for workers
staying at the base, prepare smokos
and lunches for travel teams, and
pack food trailers for camp-out
teams.
You need to be good at early
morning starts and flexible about
hours and days of work. If there is

work for the crews, there is work for
the Base Cook.
You can live at the Taumarunui base
(you would have your own furnished
two-bedroom house with bathroom
and laundry), which is only a couple of
minutes out of town.
You don’t need to do any camp-out
or travelling. The cooking and dining
facilities are great: the Base Kitchen
is very well equipped (walk-in chiller
and pantries, commercial hob and
deepfriers, etc).

Mackintosh Shearing Limited
Taumarunui Shearing Base

Mackintosh Shearing is well
known for providing quality food:
we’ll expect you to have good
hygiene practices and to maintain
our standards.
I’m looking for someone who is
well-organised, capable, reliable
and works well under pressure.
You need to have a current Driver’s
Licence and be able to start in early
November.
I work from the offices in the
Cookhouse building, so you need to
be able to get along with me, as well
as our other staff! It’s good money
for the right person, so give me a
ring if you think that’s you….
Charlie Burton
027 252 1111

Mackintosh Shearing gang at Nevin’s Block, Paparata. From left: Rob Hape, Fred Jones, Charlie Burton, Eddie
Parkinson, Taylor Ham, Kalah Hadfield, Jocelyn Chase, Darcey Bennett, Angela Walker, Kelvin Walker. In front: Cody
Edwards, with Zac.
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Workplace drug and alcohol testing
By Rick Lewer
Many questions have been asked about
workplace drug testing. This short
article may help clarify a few of the
many questions our company (Drug
Testing Services) has had to contend
with. I hope the following will help
any business serious about reducing
the risks of alcohol and drugs in the
workplace. For any legal issues you
should consult with a solicitor.
How long has drug testing been
around in New Zealand workplaces?
Workplace Drug and Alcohol Testing
has been around in New Zealand since
the 1990s when the Health and Safety
in Employment Act required every
employer to take all practicable steps
to ensure the safety of employees
while at work and to eliminate hazards
if possible. Alcohol and drugs were
identified as hazards. The payoff for
companies was that it would reduce
workplace accidents, see lower staff
turnover, increase productivity and
raise staff morale.
Who does the drug testing? Testing
should always be done by a qualified
person known in the industry as a
Collector. All the testing equipment
and procedures are done compliant
to the New Zealand and Australian
Standard 4308:2008.
What does it cost for a Policy? Before
workplace drug and alcohol testing
can take place, a business should have
a comprehensive Drug and Alcohol

Policy. A lawyer can charge anything
from $1000 to $3000 for a policy
tailored for a business. Other service
providers can provide a Policy for as
little as a few hundred dollars. The
policy needs to fit the business and
be compliant with the current law and
New Zealand and Australian Standard
4308:2008.
Should the policy cover alcohol
as well as drugs? The ill-effects of
alcohol are just as serious as drugs.
More and more businesses are seeing
the benefits of having a zero tolerance
to alcohol in the workplace. The
recognised industrial standard for
alcohol is 100mg/l or 0.02% BAC.
This a quarter of the New Zealand road
limit for an adult which is 400mg/l or
0.08% Breath Alcohol Content.
What drugs are the problem?
Cannabis is the number one problem
drug in New Zealand with about 60%
of the positive tests indicating this
drug. The next most abused drug is
methamphetamine. According to New
Zealand Police statistics for 2012,
about 8% of males between 18 and 24
years use meth.
How bad is the drug problem in the
workplace? Drug Testing Services
current statistics show overall that
15% of the persons (donors) tested
are positive for an illegal drug. Some
businesses have a very high hit rate
and others a very low hit rate. The rate
varies depending on the workplace

Shearing Services Ltd
Mossburn

Professional staff required.
Well above award wages paid
to quality staff.
Classy accommodation
provided.
100% NZ
SHEARING APPAREL

Ring Mana or Vanessa

www.sweatapparel.co.nz

03 248 6122 or 0274 770 448

DESIGNED BY ROD SUTTON

Phone (03) 424 0903
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and how proactive the business is with
its drug and alcohol Policy.
What does it cost to drug test my
staff? Many of the service providers
are independent and charge whatever
they deem appropriate. Prices for a
drug screening test can range from as
little as $45.00 to as much as $95.00.
Price can depend on the location of the
testing and the quantity required. If
the result is “not-negative” the sample
is usually sent to the laboratory for
confirmation testing. The usual cost
for this is $120.00 (GST exclusive).
How long before I can drug test
my staff? The introduction of a
workplace drug and alcohol policy
should not be rushed. Usually the staff
are advised the business is introducing
a policy and then they are given time
to respond with any feedback. From
the point of designing a policy to suit
the business, consulting with the staff
and the policy becoming operational
usually takes about six weeks. Union
negotiations can slow things down.
What about pre-employment drug
testing? Pre-employment testing can
be carried out before the business has
a policy as long as it is done before
the person commences work. Usually
the business puts in their employment
advertisement that a pre-employment
drug test is required. Many businesses
require the job applicant to pay for the
test first and if they are successful and
get the job the business refunds the
person.
(To page 17)

Robertson Shearing Ltd
Lawrence
Wanted: honest, reliable staff
Good accommodation and
meals provided

Phone Mouse on
03 485 9127
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What is the process involved
in testing? Most testing requires
providing a urine sample. Other types
of testing are available such as hair,
saliva and blood. The donor is required
to sign a consent form and then asked
to provide a urine sample. Privacy is
allowed unless integrity is an issue.
Once the Collector receives the
sample it is checked for the presence
of drugs. If no drugs are detected the
result is called “negative” and that is
the end of the process.
If the screening test indicates drugs
may be present, the result is “notnegative” and the sample is split
and sent to a laboratory for analysis.
Usually the donor is stood down from
duty until the laboratory results are
received. Results are confidential and
subject to the Privacy Act.
Can I randomly test my staff? The
Courts in New Zealand have already
decided that only staff working in
safety sensitive areas can be randomly
tested. Safety sensitive work includes
duties such as driving motor vehicles,
operating machinery or using chemicals, etc. The method of selecting
the staff for random testing must be
fair. The selection process is usually
done by the service provider who is
independent from the business.
When can I test? Testing for drugs
can include pre-employment, post
incident, random, reasonable grounds
and rehabilitation testing.
What happens if the staff member
tests positive for drugs? Most policies
have a three-pronged approach to deal
with a staff member who tests positive.

Depending on the circumstance the
staff member can be warned, put on
rehabilitation, or dismissed.
The following are a few case
studies:
Case study 1: A forklift driver
worked for a concrete company. The
driver arrived at work one morning
still intoxicated from the night before.
Management failed to act on his
sobriety and allowed him to work. He
crashed the forklift into the building,
causing damage. The employee was
sent home without addressing the
situation. The employee returned
the following day citing that since
the company did not have proof of
his intoxication he had been unfairly
sent home. The employee and his
lawyer wanted compensation against
the company for not taking the
appropriate action. The company is
still considering the merits of getting
a drug and alcohol policy in place.
Case study 2: Random drug testing
was done in a supermarket. The
testing identified a member of the
management team for cannabis who
no one suspected. He was stood down
from duty until he could provide a
clear test result. About three weeks
later the drugs were out of his system
and he was able to return to work. The
company decided that they wanted to
keep the manager because of all the
investment they had put into him,
however they did not want the drug
problem in the workplace.

Phone: Office 03 302 7541;
Grant Smith 0272 413 010

Case study 4: A truck driver went to
work for a trucking company which
had a drug and alcohol policy. He
crashed his truck and later tested
positive for an illegal drug. He left his
job and went back driving for his old
employer as he knew they did not have
a policy and he would not have to do
anything about his drug problem.
Rick Lewer is managing director of
Feilding-based Drug Testing Services
www.drugtestingservices.co.nz

Case study 3: A random drug test
was done on a truck driver. The result
was positive for cannabis. The truck

No seatbelt? No chance. No sympathy!

We have vacancies for professional
shearers, shedhands and pressers to
staff our Ashburton-based shearing run.
We offer excellent accommodation,
top pay rates and steady, year-round
work with busy main-shear and prelamb runs.

driver had a poor attitude and had
been the subject of several minor
incidents where damage had occurred
to stock. The company put the driver
on a rehabilitation programme and
required him to submit to six drug
tests over the following six months.
The driver saw it as an opportunity
to break his drug habit and keep his
job. The driver was delighted when
he completed his final drug test and
it was clear.

Forde Shearing Ltd
Southland
Staff required for new
season. For all
enquiries please phone
Darin or Julie
0272 297 760 or
03 235 8853
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Murray Tomlin of Masterton, 2013
recipient of the Alastair Simpson
Memorial Trophy, for outstanding
service to Golden Shears. Other
recipients since 1986 (in date order)
include John Ferguson, Lance Kana,
Fred McKinstry, George Judd, Harry
Wells, Tom Brough, Vince Nesdale,
Keith Sutherland, Hugh McCarroll,
Ian ‘Scotty’ Stewart, Wally Billett, Dave
MacPherson, Colin Gibson, Selwyn
Tomlin, Jeff Crengle, Philip Morrison,
Tom Martyn, Graham Checkley,
Allan Pretious, Graeme McNae, Phil
O’Shaughnessy, Ray Alabaster, Laurie
Keats, Bill Gaskill and Wally Buick
(2102). Recipients for 1989 and 1992
are not recorded on the trophy.
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Modern apprentices visit Pakowhai
The meeting place for this year’s
Modern Apprentice North Island
Workshop was the Pakowhai Marae
at Patutahi on the East Coast, just out
of Gisborne, Tairawhiti. The in-shed
day was run out of Rangatira station,
a property that has been supporting
Tectra and industry training on the East
Coast for more than 20 years.
In what is an annual event, the
apprentices gather from all regions of
the North Island to further refine their
skills in shearing and wool handling
and develop additional skills in a broad
range of areas including life skills.
The opportunity to meet and bond
with other young people who have
chosen the same career path is always
welcomed by the apprentices.
The event was coordinated by Bill
Hale, the Regional Manager for Tectra
in the Hawkes Bay/ East Coast region,
supported by all other North Island
managers and select trainers.
This year the apprentices were
excited to be provided with expert
coaching from two of the best in the
business, champion shearer Dion King
and Master Wool handler, Ronnie
Goss.
As guests of the Hawea family and
Pakowhai, all participants stayed on
the marae and were treated to some
of the best hospitality available in the
region, and a healthy dollop of culture
and history to go with it.
This apprentice workshop saw the

Huia Whyte-Puna (Tectra North Island wool handling manager), Carmen Smith,
Keanu Sutton, Jayden Hiroti, Ian Hopkirk (Tectra shearing regional manager)
and Stevee-Rae Alexander in front, holding Challenge Trophy.
running of the inaugural North Island
Team Challenge. The event was
structured to showcase the skills of
shearers and woolhandlers from the
three training regions in the North
Island. Eligibility included being at the
workshop to qualify for selection and
having current paperwork covering
goals and working towards qualification
achievement up to date.
The apprentices attended a coaching
day at the Rangatira station to further
develop their skills under the watchful
eye of Dion King, Ronnie Goss and the
Tectra trainers and regional managers.
From the work and effort that was
shown in the morning the teams of two
shearers and two wool handlers were
selected to compete in the challenge in
the last run of the day. The event was run
and judged according to competition

rules clearly defined earlier in the day.
The winning team was awarded the
challenge trophy, an individual trophy.
An added incentive was a fully paid
expenses trip to Gore to compete in
the Southern Shears as the 1st leg
of a National Final against a South
Island team to be selected from their
apprentice workshop later in the year.
The 2nd leg of the National Final will
be held at the Te Kuiti show in 2014.
In an extremely closely contested
event, the winning team from the
training region managed by Ian
Hopkirk (shearing) and Huia WhytePuna covering the West Coast and
Lower North Island were Keanu
Sutton (Dannevirke) and Jayden Hiroti
(Raetihi) (shearing); Carmen Smith
(Pongaroa) and Stevee-Rae Alexander
(Wanganui) (wool handling).

Main Shear Staff Required
Located in the Amuri Basin, North Canterbury
Longstanding Local Family Run Business
Inclusive, supportive team environment
Strong health and safety focus

Do you drive while under the
influence of booze or drugs? Would
you want a cross by the side of the
road to mark the spot where you
killed, maimed or seriously injured
some innocent victim?

NZSCA active members

We look forward to your enquiry
Please phone Greg or Richard Moriarty: (03) 315-6035
moriartyshearing@amuri.net
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Who wants to be a millionaire?

If you can shear for 27 seasons and put an average of just over 37,000 out
the porthole each season, you will eventually be able to say you’ve shorn a
million sheep. For that’s what Jack Thomas of Kawhia has done, completing
his magic milestone at Te Anga (Waikato West Coast) on 11 July 2013, at the
woolshed of Waitaka Farming Partnership, owned by the Childs and Paterson
families. Among Jack’s witnesses on the day was Ken Woods, who was beside
the millionaire when Jack did his first full day back in 1986. Jack has kept his
daily tallies right from “day one”, recording them all in diaries. Shearing has
taken him to Australia, Britain and Canada. He now farms
1000 acres at Rakaunui in the Kawhia district with his partner,
13 essentials for every shearer’s toolbox
Carlene Passau, and sons, Tawa and Luke. He continues to
coming South this winter – a guideline
shear locally for Otorohanga Shearing (Troy Simmons).
(courtesy of Dion Morrell Shearing)
Pictured above: Russell Bryant, Ken Woods, Luke Mullins
and Jack’s sons, Tawa and Luke count the blows to complete To guarantee no hold-ups due to your gear breaking down
number 1,000,000. Opposite: Happy Jack with partner during working hours, invest in a good toolbox. This will
Carlene and boys.
be money well spent and increase your productivity and
therefore your pay cheque.
1. 2 handpieces (keep both handpieces clean)
2. 20 cover combs (10 long bevel, 10 medium bevel)
3. 60 cutters (new edges)
4. 2 counters
5. 2 screwdrivers
6. 1 oil can
7. Grease
8. 2 needles and 1 thread
9. 1 small crescent
10. 1 vice grips
11. 1 pair of mocs and an extra pair of socks (wear two
pair of socks to keep your feet warm)
Positions available for permanent and
12. 1 large water bottle (in case the water at the shed is
seasonal staff with good work ethics
not clean)
13. 1 change of warm clothes (preferably at least one
Opportunities to upskill for
top made from merino wool for extra warmth)
Shearers, Woolhandlers and Pressers
Now fill your bag up with your personal items. Remember
Cook’s position for Pre-lamb available
to wear warm clothes and a few layers so you can start
Good accommodation! Book in now!
taking layers off when you get warm and putting them on
again during your breaks.
All enquiries to Dion and
Remember to drink plenty of water even when it is cold.
Treat your body even better than your new handpiece! Your
Gabriela welcome
body is your most important tool in this job.
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Why train with Tectra?

At Tectra we have over 50 years experience delivering high quality education and training to people in New
Zealand’s wool industry and, more recently, the wider agriculture industry.
We work to provide training that results in job outcomes for trainees, higher productivity and efficiency for
employers and a greater return for the industry.
For more information contact your local Regional Training Manager, call us free on 0800 350 035, or visit
our website www.tectra.co.nz.

Operations Manager Wool Harvesting Training

Noel Handley 							

Tel 03 353 9297 or 027 295 4176

Regional Training Managers & Modern Apprentice Coordinators
Dean Te Huia (Northern and Western North Island)
Ian Hopkirk (Southern North Island)
Bill Hale (East Coast North Island)
Norm Harraway (Northern South Island)
Chas Tohiariki (Southern South Island)

		

Tel 07 878 7666 or 027 495 0601
Tel 06 353 2965 or 027 230 6659
Tel 06 843 3187 or 027 492 8979
Tel 03 303 5412 or 027 292 4767
Tel 03 235 2787 or 027 246 5538

Modern Apprentice Coordinators and Wool Handling Managers

Huia Whyte-Puna (North Island)
Tel 07 878 7666 or 027 452 4600
Tina Rimene (Upper South Island)				
Tel 03 314 7048 0r 027 702 8269
Robyne Murray (Lower South Island) National Classing Manager Tel 03 448 7901 or 027 581 8144

Manager Industry Studies

Laurie Boniface (Based at Massey University)

Tel 06 350 2304 or 027 433 8925

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NATIONAL CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS
Certificate of Completion Modern
Apprenticeship in Agriculture Machine
Shearing Crossbred Level 3: Benjamin
Paea-Nicholson, Brett Waihape-Roberts,
Christopher Malcolm, Daniel Bennet,
David Gower, Dylan Godbold, Floyde Neil,
Hanson Kete, Hararei Te Whata, Hemi
Braddick, Henare Nia Nia, John Meihana,
Joseph Clark, Jotham Rentoul, Kerehi
Nikora, Lyall Windleburn, Matene Mason,
Matthew McGowan, Michael Rolston,
Morgan Christey, Nelson Hari, Nicholas
Owen, Nick Watson, Pairama Kara, Piriaka
Haami-Cooper, Rawiri Sciascia, Reese
Warwood, Ryan Boot, Samuel Puna,
Shannon Begg, T Christiansen, Tamihana
Karauria, Te Ahu Grace, Terence Durdy,
Tui Pene, William Thompson.
Certificate of Completion Modern
Apprenticeship in Agriculture Machine
Shearing Crossbred Level 4: David
Murphy, Desmond Hetaraka, Harawira
Edwards, Jonathon Maraku, Scott Nichol,
Thomas Spence.

Certificate of Completion Modern
Apprenticeship in Agriculture Wool
Handling Crossbred Level 3: Alana Clarke,
Annabelle Burgess, Ataneta Puna, Brittany
Coombe, Daine Rehe, Fiona Broadhurst,
Jasmine Lancaster, Monique Taylor,
Penelope-Rose Whale, Sianna Peka, Te
Awhina Hokianga, Teri Rutland, Thomas
Hamilton, Tyneil Smith, Vivian Taitapanui.
Certificate of Completion Modern
Apprenticeship in Agriculture Wool
Handling Crossbred Level 4: Nicola
Peddie.
Machine Shearing Level 2: Ryhan Stewart.
Machine Shearing Level 2 Junior: Nathan
Poi, Patrick O’Brien.
Machine Shearing Level 2 Learner:
Alishia Anderson, Anthony Frank, Brian
Hanson, Brock Wynn, Cameron McCuish,
Cayzer Wedd, Dale Collard, Emma Bell,
Hilary Sandford, Ian Kirkpatrick, James
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Taunoa, Joseph Rosser, Mark Hapuku
Te Nahu, Max Brown, Max Turnbull,
Nathan Poi, Nicolas Aramoana-Clarke,
Patrick O’Brien, Ricci Booth, Shawn
Hollings, Steven Hanson, Taniora Poole,
Tarquinn Theobald.
Machine Shearing Level 2: Anthony Pou,
Ashley Andrew, Bradon Maguire, Daniel
Nelson, Hayden Smith, James Russek,
Jason Potter, Joshua Ainsley, Phillip Norris,
Shaun Harden, Teri Tapurau, Turoirangi
Harmer-Elers, Andre Hawea.
Machine Shearing Level 2 Junior:
Aaron Haynes, Ashley Andrew, Benjamin
Paea-Nicholson,
Bodene
Hauraki,
Bradon Maguire, Brett Waihape-Roberts,
Christopher Malcolm, Cyris Mihaka,
Daniel Bennet, David Gower, Desmond
Hetaraka, Duane Belshaw, Dylan
Godbold, Floyde Neil, George Hawkins,
Gwyn Edwards, Hanson Kete, Hararei Te
Whata, Hemi Braddick, Henare Nia Nia,
Henry Colquhoun, Ian Kirkpatrick, Jacob
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Partners in Wool
Harvesting Training
Moyle, Jeff Culshaw-Kaisa, Jock Barrett,
John Meihana, Jonathon Maraku, Joseph
Clark, Joshua Ainsley, Jotham Rentoul,
Kapene Te Huki-Weeds, Keanu Sutton,
Liam Quinlivan, Lyall Windleburn,
Matene Mason, Matthew Harnett,
Matthew McGowan, Michael Rolston,
Morgan Christey, Nicholas Owen, Nick
Watson, Pairama Kara, Paul Hodges,
Piriaka Haami-Cooper, Rangi Rix, Rawiri
Sciascia, Reese Warwood, Regan Michie,
Roman Chaffey, Ryan Boot, Samuel
Mallalieu, Samuel Puna, Shane Crawford,
Shaun Harden, Shilo Koroheke, Sonny
Kennedy, Tamihana Karauria, Te Carson,
Te Ahu Grace, Te Akau McLeod, Terence
Durdy, Tristan Jones, Tui Pene, Turoirangi
Harmer-Elers, Wayne Newlove, William
Thompson.
Machine Shearing Level 2 Learner:
Aaron Haynes, Andrew King, Andrew
Moore, Anthony Farquhar, Arlin Puna,
Benjamin Meads, Bodene Hauraki,
Brownie King, Chase Kumeroa, Cody
Beck, Cory Green, Craig Wilson, Cyris
Mihaka, Dale Harford, David Gower,
Desmond Hetaraka, Diamond Mita,
Douglas Cummins, George Hawkins,
Gregory Paterson, Henare Nia Nia, Henry
Colquhoun, Jaden Brookes-Mason, Jeff
Culshaw-Kaisa, Jock Barrett, Jonathon
Maraku, Joseph Marfell, Kapene Te HukiWeeds, Keanu Sutton, Liam Quinlivan,
Mel Tuhakaraina, Michael Ellis, Paul
Hodges, Rangi Rix, Regan Michie,
Samuel Mallalieu, Shane Crawford,
Sheldon McCauley, Shilo Koroheke,
Sonny Kennedy, Sonny Paikea, Tamihana
Karauria, Te Carson, Te Akau McLeod,
Terence De Clifford, Todd McGregor,
Wayne Newlove, Whare-Whiti Ngaronoa,
William Bayler.
Machine Shearing Level 3: Tamihana
Karauria.
Machine Shearing Level 4: Desmond
Hetaraka, Thomas Spence.
Machine Shearing Cross Bred Level
3: Anthony Wall, Benjamin PaeaNicholson, Brett Waihape-Roberts,
Christopher Malcolm, Daniel Bennet,
David Gower, Dean Herlihy, Desmond
Hetaraka, Desmond Hetaraka, Dylan
Godbold, Floyde Neil, Hanson Kete,
Hararei Te Whata, Hemi Braddick,
Henare Nia Nia, Henry Colquhoun, John
Meihana, Joseph Clark, Jotham Rentoul,
Kapene Te Huki-Weeds, Kerehi Nikora,

Liam Quinlivan, Lyall Windleburn, Matene
Mason, Matthew McGowan, Michael
Rolston, Morgan Christey, Nicholas Owen,
Nick Watson, Pairama Kara, Piriaka HaamiCooper, Rawiri Sciascia, Reese Warwood,
Ryan Boot, Samuel Puna, Te Ahu Grace,
Terence Durdy, Thomas Spence, Tui Pene,
Walter Saxton, Wayne Newlove, William
Thompson.
Machine Shearing Cross Bred Level
4: Harawira Edwards, Jonathon Maraku,
Ricky Burton.
Wool Handling Level 2: Aaron Haynes,
Alana Clarke, Anouska Taiki, Bethany-Jan
Moses, Bodene Hauraki, Bradon Maguire,
Brittany Coombe, Cathy Atkins, Charmaine
Ruru, Christine Tamainu, Cinnamon
Manihera, Cyris Mihaka, Daphne Collins.
David Gower, Ebony Walker, Fiona
Broadhurst, Fraser Quinlivan, George
Hawkins, Henry Colquhoun, Ian Kirkpatrick,
Jasmine Lancaster, Jeff Culshaw-Kaisa,
John Ratana, Jolina Kupa, Joshua Ainsley,
Kaipiri Hiko-Reha, Kapene Te HukiWeeds, Karangawai Olsen, Katrina ThomaKoch, Keanu Sutton, Kylie Ellen, Liam
Quinlivan, Liza Thoma-Koch, MereMoana
Hawkins, Misty King, Ngaripa Chase, Nye
Kere Kere, Rachell Kemp, Raylee Duff,
Regan Michie, Samuel Mallalieu, Sarah
Hall, Shane Crawford, Shaun Harden, Shilo
Koroheke, Sianna Peka, Siobhan Cross,
Tahui Kaa, Te Paul, Te Akau McLeod,
Tiffany Kumeroa-Teua, Tina Paewhenua,
Tyneil Smith, Vanessa Reihana, Vivian
Taitapanui, Waiarani Moananui, Wayne
Newlove, Anthony Farquhar.
Wool Handling Level 3: Ayla Sutton,
Tiffany Kumeroa-Teua, Tyneil Smith.
Wool Handling Level 4: Nicola Peddie.
Wool Handling Cross Bred Level 3:
Alana Clarke, Annabelle Burgess, Brittany
Coombe, Fiona Broadhurst, Jasmine
Lancaster, Sianna Peka, Thomas Hamilton,
Vivian Taitapanui.
Wool Handling Cross Bred Level 4:
Hannah Knox.
Wool Handling Fine Wool Extension
Level 3: Daine Rehe, Pania Piwari.
Wool Pressing Level 3: Phillip Tawhai.
Blade shearing Level 3: Timothy Hogg.
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CERTIFICATE IN
WOOL TECHNOLOGY
The Certificate in Wool Technology is an
extramural tertiary-level course for people
interested in the production, harvesting
and preparation of wool. This two-year
programme develops the knowledge and
skills needed to supervise clip preparation
in the shearing shed and to class wool in
the shed or store.
Who should do the course?: Anyone
wanting to understand wool and the wool
industry in New Zealand will find the
Certificate in Wool Technology extremely
valuable. Students come from a wide
array of backgrounds - leading wool
handlers, farmers, wool brokers and
people working in the wool marketing and
processing industries have completed this
internationally recognized qualification.
How is the programme run?: The course is
a two-year, part time programme consisting
of papers taught extramurally through study
guides and assignments. Practical block
courses are held in both the North and South
Islands and those students who select to
do the Wool Classing module undertake
considerable in-shed practical work. On
successful completion of the certificate you
will be offered automatic entry into the NZ
Wool Classers Association.
What’s new?: In response to industry
demand, we have developed a Wool
Classing Module that will allow leading
wool handlers to focus their programme
on wool classing. This has a strong
practical component that involves trainees
working alongside mentors in live-classing
situations. This allows you to learn the
business alongside industry professionals.
Aligned to equivalent Australian
qualification: An added benefit for people
graduating with the Wool Technology
classing qualification is the opportunity
to have your classing stencil endorsed in
Australia. This requires a short bridging
course to get you qualified to class wool
in Australia.
Registration: Applications for enrolment
are open now so don’t delay!
Funding: Ministry of Social Development
student loans are available. Contact
StudyLink on 0800 889 900 to discuss
your entitlement. You may be entitled to a
training incentive allowance from Work and
Income New Zealand. Contact your Case
Manager to discuss your entitlement.
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Water, water, everywhere
By Roger Leslie
This year in April we left a drought-ravaged New Zealand
and headed off to Europe. After two days of nice spring
weather we found where the rain had gone. It set into raining
every day for a month and then moved onto serious pouring.
Rain fell upon an unprepared Europe like a Spanish fighting
bull, leaving carnage in its wake.
When we came back in early June we lifted off and flew
over a sodden continent, with the sun reflecting off countless
kilometres of flooded fields.
Each country dealt with this in a different way. The
Germans, like an army of ants, cut and moved 10,000 ha of
baleage in front of the escalating Elbe and a similar amount of
Maize from before the raging Rhine. The Austrians swished
their agricultural capes to one side as the Danube dashed by.
However the Hungarians and residents of old Yugoslavia,
not apparently hearing the thunder of approaching hooves,
wrung their hands in impotent anguish as the turgid flood
waters smashed into them, tossing aside buildings that had
stood for centuries.
These scenes were best enjoyed from the impassivity of
one’s lounge, but among all this moisture and chaos, the
sheep needed to be shorn. Our gang (my wife Joy and I) just
shear hobby mobs these days where dry wool is nice but not
necessary, and getting a mob of three under cover is no big
deal, or shouldn’t be. I got quite used to wet sheep but being
slightly fussy, never warmed to the idea of actually shearing
in the rain. The Germans are, if nothing else, an inventive
race and a vast variety of temporary shelters and roofing was
organised (see photo) to humour me.
Because in New Zealand we mainly shear in sheds the
availability of dry sheep is dependent on dry weather the day
before the shearing. The effect of rain among the sheep we
shear in Europe is instantaneous.
Some shepherds, particularly the Dikers, have sheds but
prefer not to use them. After housing the entire flock in the
shed over the winter they find it impossible to get any more
than a quarter of them under cover for shearing, and those
will be let out for a feed half way through because the poor

McCONACHIE
SHEARING LTD
WINTON

Raelene and Jamie are just a
phone call away for all your
shearing needs.
We also encourage our staff to
improve their skills through
shearing sports competitions.

Tel 03 236 9987
Mob 0274 336 477

Wet sheep bad, wet shearer badder, but not in Germany
things are hungry – that is why they are kicking, not because
they are too full. It can be a bit disheartening shearing
wringing wet sheep in a nice dry shed.
Even in New Zealand the science of dry wool is somewhat
inexact, with some farmers being able to tell just by looking
at them in the paddock while others need to feel each one
individually and then inspect their hands for moisture.
The pressure of impassable barriers like lambing and
Christmas can start to weigh heavily on Contractors minds.
Lambing is real but Christmas isn’t, but not all farmers
know this.
In Germany flocks are mostly shorn outside so one must
wait on the dew to evaporate before starting each day. The
exact time the desired level of dryness is reached depends
largely on the patience levels found in that particular
shepherd.
Some wander shepherds are very resourceful and can find
shelter where most would not think to look. One chap we
know is a master of motorway bridges and can be relied on
to know where one is at the drop of a barometer.
(To page 23)

POVERTY BAY
SHEARING LTD
Makaraka, Gisborne

Top quality shearers
and shedhands
wanted. Plenty of work
from November thru
to March.
Phone Phill or Tup
now on 06 867 1125
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JEFF DORSET
SHEARING
ROTORUA

“We support all that
is best in shearing.”
DRUG FREE GANGS
TOP RATES

Jeff 0274 920 758
or 07 348 0318
jdorset@reporoa.co.nz
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Not all bridges are born equal and
some are too high, allowing excessive
rain drift, while others have massive
drains pouring water down at regular
intervals between the lanes. There is
considerable science in having the
operation neatly placed between the
rain on both sides and the waterfalls in
the middle, but it can be done.
Once a few years ago we were
shearing without shed or bridge and,
four sheep into the mob, were inundated
by a spectacular thunder storm. We all
dived for cover in the van and so did
the pack of mongrel dogs. Their sense
of self preservation was obviously
greater than ours and they beat us by a
country mile.
Dogs seem to have a low tolerance
of things electrical, be it collar, fence
or storm and in the few seconds the
sliding door was open they all went
through it like a field of steeplechasers
going over a hedge. We tried repelling
the boarders but this was unsuccessful
so we all sat out the raging storm with
hail melting in our hair and dripping
off our ears. The only sound inside the
van was the dogs snivelling in jellified
terror.
The storm ended as abruptly as it had
started and we all stepped out into a
world that looked post tsunami. As the
four shorn sheep shivered at us with
reproachful eyes among their steaming
woolly companions, a big happy
chap came puttering along in a little
old tractor and covered trailer. There
was something indomitable about his
cheerful smile in spite of being as wet
as it was possible to be.
“Do you have dry sheep?” he called

out happily. “No? Well I have some for
you.” And he did, 20 of them, dry as
the proverbial chip.
As he ducked under the tarpaulin to
chase his sheep out there was a large
sagging belly of hail water in the
middle so he got under this and heaved
it up, sending a cascade of freezing
water over the casual bystanders. This
brought a chorus of resentful criticism
down on his head, for which he
apologised profusely but continued to
smile. As I said, he was already soaked
to the skin.
On another day showers continued
to disrupt our progress so I suggested
to the shepherd we pull a large second
hand silage cover over the penned sheep
as each shower fell. The shepherd was
of a generally unhappy disposition but
was a positive ray of light compared
to his wizened old gnome of a father,
on whose face was etched the bitter
unfairnesses of life. Father was against
all progress including pulling silage
covers over sheep.
“It won’t work,” he said, “and anyway
I need this cover to keep the baled
wool dry!” He stepped firmly onto the
cover and with his two remaining teeth
grinning evilly, said “no-one’s taking
this cover while I’m here!”
I’m only slightly ashamed to admit
that I gave the cover a good heave
and Happy the Gnome fell over. The
plan was a success and so was the day.
Later, as we worked on the last pen,
an old passer-by mentioned to Father
what a good idea the cover was.
“Yes” he said, “I’ve been telling them
for ages that’s what they should do, but
do these young know-alls ever listen to
us old guys? No!”

PW Engineering Supporting
Shearing Industry

PW Engineering in conjunction with
Shearing Services 2010 Ltd, has
become increasingly involved with
the New Zealand shearing industry.
After initially developing a woolpress
lift trailer to allow contractors to take
their own woolpress to the farmer’s
shed, we are now in our fourth year of
building the MICRON woolpress, a
rugged compact press which is easily
transported and fits through a standard
door without any dismantling. Sales are
continually increasing and they have
been sold throughout New Zealand
and are exported to Australia.
Our servicing and repairing of
woolpresses has now grown to the
point where we have a dedicated
team, led by Alan Hemmings, who
can provide parts and servicing for
all brands. Repairs can be carried out
on farm if you are in the lower South
Island or you can send your press in for
a full workshop service.
We also offer a breakdown service
and have a rental press available on
request. All work is undertaken by
qualified engineers. Trade-ins are
welcome on wool-presses and we
offer for sale, refurbished second hand
presses.
Of course the next natural progression
for us has been to offer for sale the
TalliBuster shearing machine. This is a
rugged, reliable, proven machine, and
of course being engineers, it is made
from steel and aluminium, not plastic.
All products and services are
available directly through PW
Engineering Ltd, Mosgiel (tel 03 489
8404) or R.J.Wilson, Shearing Services
2010 Ltd. (tel 021 784003).

Cross’s Country Clothing

Hardworking clothing for hardworking Kiwis
Quality Cotton Long Tail Shearing Singlets
Colours: Black, Red and Royal Blue
Sizes Small - XXL @ $16 + GST + freight
Hoodies, trackpants and screenprinting available

Contact us ...
Tony and Karen Cross
4 Waimea Valley Road, Mandeville, RD 7, Gore 9777.
Tel 03 208 9484. Email: sales@countryclothing.co.nz

Shearers,
Wool handlers,
Pressers
We have vacancies
give us a call!
Jock Martin, Lawrence
Call or txt us on 0274 337 813
Free phone 0800 7432 7464
www.southern-shearing.co.nz
Jock Martin | 1 Harrington Street | Lawrence 9532 | New Zealand | Ph 03 4859 168 | Fx 03 4859 169 |
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World Sheep Shearing Records Society
The annual meeting of the World Sheep Shearing Records
Society was held at Dunedin on 14 May 2013. The meeting
was preceded with record referees from both sides of the
Tasman taking part in the practical session of Shearing
Sports New Zealand’s annual Examiner’s Forum at an
Outram woolshed, near the Dunedin Airport.
Five Australian referees joined New Zealand referees
along with New Zealand Shearing Examiners for the
get-together. The morning was a valuable inter-action of
international shearing judges, coordinated by Shearing
Sports NZ chairman, Gavin Rowland.
Mark Baldwin, from Tocumwal (NSW) continues as
chairman of the World Sheep Shearing Records Society
and Hugh McCarroll, New Zealand remains as secretary.
Having referee Eddie Archer from South Africa being
able to officiate at two record attempts this past year
was seen as very positive and gives the Society a true
international flavour. An Australian initiative to try and
encourage shearers from that side of the Tasman to have
a crack at merino and half merino records not yet set is to
be admired.
The following two days were taken up with a Taieri
Gorge Train trip to Palmerston next morning and return to
Dunedin from Pukerangi the following afternoon.
Former shearing contractor John Mulholland (Maniapoto
4WD Safaris) provided committee members and wives
with a wonderful Central Otago experience. A visit to the
Macraes Flat goldmine, four wheel drives to 4000 feet
beyond Naseby with members of the Maniototo Lions club,
curling after a night in Naseby and a tour of Maniototo and
Gimmerburn highlighted a visit south for the group.
With an average of three to five record attempts annually
over the past few years the Society looks forward to more
attempts in the next twelve months, hopefully some in
Australia or South Africa.
Those attending the annual meeting were, from Australia:
Mark Baldwin, Ralph Blue, Bernie Walker, Peter Black
and Dave Brooker.
From New Zealand: John Fagan, Ian Buchanan, Paul
Harris, John Hough, Colin Gibson, Hugh McCarroll and
Mike Barnett. (Hugh McCarroll.)

Simon Bedwell, a regular visitor to New Zealand, won
the 2013 Scottish Blackface Open championship at
Lochearnhead, and teamed with Hamish Mitchell to beat
New Zealand pair Rowland Smith and Tony Coster in the
test match. NZ team manager Dean Te Huia is judging.

If you want to settle down with good conditions and
steady work, shearing or woolhandling, you could find
a place in the Paewai Mullins team. We work for some
great people and we have some great people working
for us. There is always room for one more.

Phone: 06 374 4062 / Fax 06 374 4153
Punga: 022 374 4062 / Aria 022 374 4063
PO Box 129, Dannevirke 4942.
Email: office@shearingnz.co.nz
Website: shearingnz.co.nz

Matson Shearing Ltd
PO Box 7125, Wanganui 4541
Motivated and reliable staff wanted.
Busy main shear and second shear run.
Good food and top class accommodation.

Phone Lee : 06 344 5224
Mob. 0274 425 443
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ADRIAN COX
SHEARING LTD
has vacancies for
experienced shearers and
shedhands for
stayout work on his
fine wool run based
in South Canterbury.
excellent working
conditions.

Give Adrian a
call today!
Tel 03 614 7811
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This Dion Morrell crew is pictured relaxing in the beautiful Central Otago sun after eight days at Diamond Hill, Wedderburn.
Back left: Rawiri Morrell, Mike Ratapu, Claude Mackay, Dave Gower, Huriawa Holmes, (the fingers of) Leon Voice,
Marty Hepburn. Front left: Annmarie Kahukura, Dolly Kukurangi, Daine Rehe, Mike Biemond, Anna Smith, Liv Gardner,
Jasmaree Hogg, Dylon Loughnan.

Courela Clothing
5 Phillip Street		
Ph/Fax: 08 8626 1285
STREAKY BAY
South Australia 5680

Try our new black
stretch shearing pants

If it’s used in the Shearing Industry
then chances are - we sell it.
Shop online at www.courela.com.au
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Letter to editor – Master shearers
Dear Editor
It has come to my attention that recently
Nathan Stratford was nominated for
Master Shearer status, and that the
nomination was declined.
This is a huge insult to Nathan and
his family and I consider the Shearing
Sports National Committee have made
complete fools of themselves. Nathan’s
CV over the past decade would read
better than most shearers. His record in
many venues including international,
in all breeds and classes of sheep
speaks for itself.
In comparison with some of the
shearers that have been recognised as
Masters in recent times I can say that,
in my opinion, Nathan Stratford is a
true Master shearer, no question.
Murray McSkimming (signed)
Waimate, 14 August 2013
Ed note: Without knowing the content
of the official Masters nomination for
Nathan Stratford, one can be reasonably
certain it mentioned that the Southland
man has won the NZ Spring Shears
Waimate full wool competition six
times, the NZ Corriedale championship
twice, the NZ Merino championship at
Alexandra twice and the fine wool title
at Omarama once. He also won a major
lamb shearing championship in Wales
last year (July 2012) and has represented
New Zealand with distinction in test
matches against Australia. As Mr
McSkimming notes above, these are
notable bullet points on a CV that
probably does not mention how much

time Nathan has devoted over the past
decade and more to helping youngsters
and “not so youngsters” with their gear
preparation.
Discussion
The subject of Master Shearers is
one that has been ‘on the agenda’ for
discussion in this magazine for some
time. Receipt of Mr McSkimming’s
letter has prompted this writer to take
the opportunity of testing the water on
a few things.
So, how best to define ‘greatness’,
or any other human quality that might
help determine someone’s rightful
place in history (be it world history,
New Zealand history, sporting history,
or whatever)?
Leaving aside the legal profession
and moralistic viewpoints, there are
generally two forms of judgement we
use on a regular basis – objective and
subjective. The former is easy, you tick
boxes, yes/no against pre-determined
criteria: won a world championship,
won an Olympic medal, scored 300
runs in a first class innings, made a
Wimbledon final, that sort of thing.
Subjective is not so easy: ‘I saw
Colin Meads in his heyday and I’ve
seen Andy Haden, Gary Whetton, Sam
Whitelock and all the rest. Meads is
still the greatest tight forward produced
in New Zealand.’ Opinion, hearts and
heads stuff, subjective – opinions about
the subject, as distinct from facts about
the subject.
To focus the discussion now on
shearing (for that’s where it’s headed!),

Proud to support N.Z. Shearing Magazine
We require staff July-October and January-May
Accommodation, travel and meals provided
Good attitude towards work and our clients essential
Reliable work and weather patterns in Central Otago
Employment Agreement based on NZSCA
Work under NZSCA ‘SHEARNZ’ programme

All enquiries welcomed. Contact Peter or Elsie
Tel 03 448 6378 Fax 03 448 9201
Email: elsie@peterlyonshearing.co.nz
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maybe Roger Cox got pretty close to
the essence of subjective judgement
many years ago when describing how
he assessed contenders at Golden
Shears: ‘There will always be flukies
make it through to the top 30. There
might be one or two flukies in the top
12 but there are no flukies by the time
you get down to the six finalists.’
The point becomes more relevant if
we should decide to look back through
the past 100 years or so of New
Zealand’s shearing industry and think
about the possibility of establishing a
‘Shearers’ Hall of Fame’. It would be
difficult, admittedly, to come up with
objective criteria by which to measure
equally, many hundreds of possible
nominees over such a long period of
time. There’s a good example of the
complex nature of the task in recent
newspapers – is Valerie Adams now
‘greater’ than Peter Snell? How do you
decide, if you must decide?
Our friends across the Tasman
already have their Shearers’ Hall of
Fame, based at the Shear Outback
Centre in Hay, NSW. The closest New
Zealand gets to that is its Master Shearer
category. But the lines of qualification
for Masters have changed thrice in
the years since 1975 when the first
inductions were made. If there is now
a ‘problem’ with the original concept
therefore, it may lie in the fact that our
62 present Masters have come to that
status under three different criteria.
Although originally proposed as an
elite class for competitors above the
‘Open’ grade, the inaugural inductees

If a ‘cop’
stopped your
vehicle now
and gave you
a breath test,
would you
blow below
the limit?
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were instead identified according to the principle of ‘giving
recognition to the country’s outstanding shearers’. There is
no evidence in minutes of the National Shearing Committee
1973-1974 to suggest that the names announced at Golden
Shears in March 1975 had been nominated and voted on by
that Committee (as has been the case for every subsequent
induction). Some observers (with respect) have thus
described the original inductees as ‘Godfrey Bowen’s list’.
Subsequent nominees up to and including 1981 were
elected according to that same ‘principle’ (recognising the
country’s outstanding shearers). Thus were the original 28
Masters joined, in the years 1976-1981, by Roger Cox, Ian
Harrison, Harry Hughes, Bill Richards, Ivan Rosandich,
John Henson (posthumous), Adrian Cox, John Fagan, Ken
Pike and Samson Te Whata.
In 1982 the Master Shearer criteria was changed (by
the National Shearing Committee) to ‘An outstanding
contribution to shearing’. Masters subsequently inducted
according to that criteria between 1982-86 were Colin King,
Alan Donaldson, Rick Pivac, Peter Lyon, John Hough,
Larry Lewis and David Fagan.
In 1987 came another change and the adoption of objective
criteria, at least as a guideline. Nominees could not be (an
existing) national delegate; tallies were introduced (500
ewes, 600 lambs, 200 merino wethers) and prospects must
have won 25 open competitions, with at least five being
championship events. Approval required 80% acceptance
in a secret ballot.
While those guidelines may have been waived here and
bent there by the National Committee (later Shearing Sports
NZ), all Masters nominees since 1985 have been considered,
more or less, on that basis. Shearers thus anointed were:
Stephen Dodds, Edsel Forde, Alan MacDonald, Kevin
Walsh, Paul Grainger, Darin Forde, Paul Avery, Dean Ball,
Dig Balme, Keith Wilson, Dion Morrell, John Kirkpatrick,
Rodney Sutton, Grant Smith, Dion King and Cam
Ferguson.
Have I yet convinced you that we have three distinct
varieties (Granny Smith, Braeburn and Delicious) in what
is supposed to be one and the same box of apples?
Next question – does anyone care about that? Next
question – is it a ‘problem’ that the ‘Godfrey Bowen list’ did
not really reach back beyond the Second World War years
for prospects? Certainly, Bill Richards was recognised as a
great shed shearer and innovator back in the 1930s, but one
suspects his elevation to Master Shearer may have been due
more to his later contributions in the 1970s as a shearing
judge and mentor to many.
So what about the likes of our earlier legendary shearers
– Raihania Rimitiriu, Bob Tutaki, Ike Robin, Bill Higgins,
George Stuart, Percy de Malmanche, Les Thomsen, for
example? Or Bill Vella, Hedley Hawthorne, Sonny White,
Joe Queenan? Is the list of Masters recognising our elite
shearers through history not a little hollow without some of
those earlier names at least being considered for addition?
True, they could not be considered for Master Shearer
status under present criteria, but all or some might well
have qualified for consideration prior to 1982, having made
‘an outstanding contribution to shearing’.

Have you checked the pressure in
your car or van tyres this week?

Nathan Stratford (right) in Australia with the New Zealand
team in 2006, discussing gear options for Australian merino
wethers with team members Dion King and James Fagan,
with judge Paul Harris an interested spectator.
Does New Zealand, like Australia, have room, or need for
a Shearing Hall of Fame? Would a ‘Hall’ also cater for the
likes of Bill Meech and Jack Harrison, or the Nesdales, or
Johnny Hape, whose legendary contributions endure down
the years? What about Bob Chamberlain, or Laurie Keats?
A closing assumption – it could be that many, but not
all our present ‘Masters’ would find a place in a New
Zealand Shearing Hall of Fame. We will discuss this subject
further in the November issue. If you have definite views
or suggestions one way or the other, put them on paper, or
email, and send them in! (Des Williams)

Tararua Shearing Ltd
(formerly Motu Tua)

Shearers and shedhands wanted.
Must have good work ethics
and be reliable.
Accommodation, meals and
transport provided.
Work from mid-November to
end of March.
Phone Lionel or Stephanie
Home 06 376 7877
Work 06 375 8488
Cell 027 440 7021
Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association
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More Aussie Hall-of-Famers
By Bernie Walker
Another five shearers were inducted into the Australian
Shearers’ Hall of Fame at Hay NSW, at a ceremony held
on Easter Sunday, 31 March 2013. The induction ceremony
was held at the historic Murray Downs woolshed, with a
large gathering of family and friends to honour the inductees.
This brings to 28 the number of shearers in the Hall of
Fame, the latest additions being Bimby Martin, Ron Niven,
Mel Johnston, Tony Smith and Herb Hutchins. This group
joins Henry Salter, Jackie Howe, John Hutchinson, Julian
Stuart, Kevin Sarre (2002 inductees); Jim Davidson, Tony
Ryan, Viv Parkes, William Smith (2005); Bert Lowery, Fred
Jarvis, Jack Cameron, Ted Dean (2007); John Allan, John
Harris, Mick Thomas, Shannon Warnest, Steve Pittaway
(2009) and Donald Orgill, Gordon Cahill, Ray Congdon ,
Les Seary and Vincent Rainbird (2011).
Herbert (Herb) James Hutchins was born in 1934 at
Hamilton, Victoria, and began shearing in 1951, beginning
a career spanning 55 years. Having established his own
run around Hamilton, Herb claimed to have handled well
in excess of a million sheep. He commenced competition
shearing in the late 1960s, winning over 40 Open events.
Natural progression led him into judging, highlights of
which were the 2005 world championships at Toowoomba,
and the World Finewool titles in Alexandra, New Zealand,
in 1993.

years, was a former club champion and an official at events
such as the Sun Tour of Victoria. He was Secretary/Treasurer
of Sports Shear Victoria from 1995 until his death in 2006.
Herb really enjoyed helping young people succeed and
always advised them to look after their money.
Ronald James Niven was born in 1952 and was raised on
the family farm at Rocky Gully in the south west of Western
Australia, east of Manjimup. He became an outstanding
machine shearer, but was fascinated by blade shearing.
When he moved to Kojonup in 1979, he set about learning
and developing the necessary skills to shear with the blades.
From 1982, he established and built up the ‘Jumbuk’ stud
ram shearing business as well as conventional machine
shearing of commercial flocks. The combination of blade
and machine shearing rams is now a full time operation.
Today some 3000 merino rams from up to 100 studs are
shorn by Ron and three other blade specialists, including
some sheep in the Eastern States. He also owns Jumbuk
Shearing Supplies, a shearing gear repair and maintenance
business at Manjimup where he now lives, and each year
Ron presents the Jumbuk Award to the stud breeder who best
presents his sheep for shearing. For seven years Ron was
employed part time by the Australian Wool Corporation as
a shearing instructor working in most wool growing areas
of the State. Ron is also in demand to demonstrate both
his blade and machine shearing skill at shows, schools
and industry promotions. He has also judged shearing
competitions at many agricultural shows. Ron is passionate
about the shearing industry and sets a very high standard.
He says you have to love sheep to have the feel for them,
patience and an artist’s touch to shear them well, and he is
always ready to share his knowledge with others.
Melville (Mel) Earl Johnston was born at Carcoar NSW
in 1938. He began shearing in 1955 and shore throughout
NSW and Southern Queensland for the next 33 years. In
1960 he began competing at shows and scored his first win
Wide-combing it with ...

© Last Side Publishing 2013

So you reckon we just sent Robbie over
there to lower the standard so we could
beat them more often?
Herb (pictured above, judging) organised the Hamilton
P&A Society competitions from their inception. He began
as a shearing instructor with the AWC in 1985, work he
continued until December 2005.
Herb ran the shearing courses at Longerenong College
for over 20 years. He taught himself to blade shear in 1990
and was able to use this new skill to help stud breeders and
to teach others. To better assist left handed learners, Herb
taught himself to shear this way.
He was a member of the group which established The Big
Wool Bales at Hamilton in 1989. When it ran into difficulties,
Herb bought it and developed a shearing supplies business.
Herb was with Hamilton United Cycling Club for over 50

Oh yeah no, definitely!

Buck Naked
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Doug Deep
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at Quandialla the next year. His first
major win was the 1977 NSW State
title at Bombala. Mel then won the
1978 Australian Shearer of the Year
in Canberra. Part of his prize was a
trip to England where he gave many
demonstrations and shore for the
Queen on the Royal Farm at Windsor
Castle.
In 1980 Mel won the inaugural
Diamond Shears at Longreach, and
in 1984 he won the Jackie Howe
championship, an invitation event at
the Royal Canberra Show. The prize
was a trip to Denver, Colorado, USA
to compete in the 1985 International
Professional Sheep Shearing Contest,
which he won. Just a month after
returning from the US, Mel won
another Jackie Howe event at Howe’s
birthplace, Warwick in Queensland
during the Woolaway Festival. Mel
believes he won about 100 Open class
competitions during his career.
Mel was a part-time instructor for
the Australian Wool Corporation. He
did many demonstrations throughout
NSW including the Sydney Easter
Show, on the 7th floor of Grace
Brothers store, the Royal Bath and
West Show in England, and the State
Bank in Denver.
Mel retired from shearing in 1988. He
then became a publican at Canowindra
for seven years before retiring to
Orange, where he now lives. Mel was
awarded the Order of Australia Medal
at Queen’s Birthday 2013.
Bimby John Martin was born at
Queanbeyan ACT in 1938, the son of
a sheep dealer and drover. Much of
his life has been associated with sheep,
from full time shearing in Queensland
and New South Wales to research and
development work with Sunbeam
Rural Division. His easy distinctive
style, developed as he recovered from
tetanus in Queensland, caught the eye
of the late Les Batten at the Australian
Wool Board, which led to Bimby
becoming one of the original six
instructors who introduced the TallyHi method to the industry.
Throughout Bimby’s time with the
Wool Board he took regular two week
stints in sheds to maintain his skills
and fitness. In 1973 he was seconded
to the International Wool Secretariat to
introduce shearer training to Uruguay.
He joined Sunbeam in 1974 to assist
Euroa Apex Club introduce Golden
Shears to Australia, and acted as

Bimby Martin, 2013 Australian
Hall of Fame inductee
Australian team manager in New
Zealand in 1975. The ergonomic
‘Supergrip’ handpiece and a full range
of shearing combs were developed as
he travelled the country trialling and
promoting the Sunbeam range.
In 1976 Bimby became General
Manager of the Sydney Agrodome and
selected and trained the rams and dogs
for the show. He also provided the
commentary.
He and his wife of 55 years, Gwen,
went into business in 1980, and were
very successful, buying a large Bega
NSW motel in 1990 which they ran for
13 years before retiring to Cootamundra
where they now live. He still maintains
contact with his many friends from the
shearing industry made when the name
Bimby Martin was synonymous with
all that is good in shearing.

Mike Bool
Shearing

Anthony (Tony) Smith was born at
Charlton, Victoria, in 1935 before
the family moved to Werribee. After
leaving school Tony worked with his
father for eighteen months. He then
became a rouseabout in the Werribee
Depot Shed owned by H.L. Baden
Powell and later shore there for 28
years. Tony began shearing in 1952 at
‘Manfred Station’ in the Riverina and
his best tally was 248 at Darlington
Point.
His first competition, a
learner’s event at Deniliquin, created
an interest in competitions which has
lasted all his life as a competitor, judge
and organiser. Tony, a foundation
member of the Shearing Competition
Federation of Australia (SCFA), had
a very successful competition career,
winning the Victorian Finewool
title three times and the Australian
Finewool twice. He was a member of
four Australian teams between 1974
and 1980, contesting the Golden Shears
Trans-Tasman Test Matches in Euroa
and Masterton. Tony retired from full
time shearing in 1980 to take a position
as an instructor at Melbourne College
of Textiles, teaching wool classing
students shearing and experting as
part of their course. He also became
involved organising competitions and
demonstrations at the Royal Melbourne
Show. He commenced judging, later
conducting seminars for judges and
becoming Chief Judge for the SCFA.
Tony also did the commentary at
Royal Melbourne and Geelong shows
and many country competitions. When
Tony finally retired in 1996 he was able
to look back with pride over his life as
a shearer, and his involvement with the
wool industry.

22 Pringle Street, Timaru

GRANT MURDOCH
SHEARING
Kurow

Blade shearers and shedhands
wanted for the next pre-lamb
season. Top wages for
experienced shedhands

Positions available for reliable,
experienced finewool shearers
and shedhands for pre-lamb.
Mid-July to end of October

Phone Mike 03 688 6538
(home); 0274 374 369 mob.

Great working environment
accommodation available
top pay rates, meals and
transport provided.

or
Steve Bool 0272 047 067.
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All enquiries call Grant
cell 0274307678 office 03 4360436
Member of NZSCA
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Obituary: Ian McMillan (1931-2013)
By Dr Clive Dalton
Ian Russell McMillan, for many years
a contestant and top place-getter in
the National Veterans shearing event
at Raglan’s Western Shears, died last
month at Hamilton. He was 82.
Ian’s father came to New Zealand
as a small boy with his father and
grandfather from Nova Scotia, where
the family had been driven from the
Scottish Highlands in the clearances
of the early 1800s. Near Waipu the
family settled and broke in land for
milking cows.
Ian was born at Thames, where
his father worked for an engineering
company making machinery to break in
the Hauraki swamp. The family moved
to Auckland where his father started
making some of the early radios, and
Ian went to Mount Albert Grammar, in
the academic stream so didn’t have any
contact with the school farm which is
still going today.
Ian had a school mate whose father
was a returned serviceman and was
breaking in a rough block at Te
Kauwhata, and on leaving school Ian
worked there for four pounds a week.
His aunt who worked for the BNZ in
Auckland then heard through a stock
and station agent about a job as a general
farm hand at Waimarie managed by
Peter McIntyre. It was in the throws of
massive development with horses as
the main power source, and fertiliser

Left-handed shearer Ian McMillan
of Hamilton was for many years a
regular contender for the National
Veterans championship at Raglan’s
Western Shears.
and seed all sown by hand after the
bush was burned off. They ran 1200
Romney ewes along with beef cattle,
and it was here that Ian developed an
interest in shearing.

Ian and family moved to Cambridge
from where he shore for six years with
a mate, Albe Zank. There were enough
sheep in the Waikato at that time to
provide work around the district and
be able to return home every night. In
some years they shore 40,000 sheep,
and also did some fencing in the
shearing down time.
Ian learned shearing from what he
described as an excellent book by a
Flock House Farm tutor, before the
Bowens came along with their method.
Ian said that the only option was to
improve by practice and by watching
others at shows and competitions.
Being left handed, he had to adapt
the recommended techniques to suit
himself. He also did a lot of judging at
shearing competitions.
After working for many years for
David Johnstone on the Old Mountain
Road, Ian worked as an experimental
stockman helping with all the stock
work involved in the many experiments
both on and off the station.
His shearing skills were much valued
with the many small groups of sheep,
which required shearing and wool
sampling. Ian’s dog handling and
training skills were also of great value
to the station staff.
In his retirement years, Ian shore
on many small blocks around the
Waikato.

DAVIS SHEARING
CONTRACTING

Covering Otago, Southland and further afield
from our bases at Gore, Milton and Balclutha
Shearers and shedhands - we provide excellent accommodation and living conditions, clean
sheep, great sheds, steady work.
We focus on providing top quality shearing and
wool preparation service for our many clients in
a competitive but relaxed working atmosphere
One of our readers has been studying the evolution of
human-kind and sends us this glimpse into the future of
how homo sapiens will look a generation or two from now.
Shearing magazine just puts it out there its concerns about
the implications of this body-type for shearers in 2030.
Someone better start breeding short-legged sheep!

Farmers - we have the crew to meet your needs when you want it, how you want it.
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Ring Jason - tel 03 418 0824.
E-mail shara.jason@xtra.co.nz
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Top End
At the top end of the valley stood MacGregor’s Top End Run
There were those who said MacGregor had been there since time begun.
For his frame and voice and features with the landscape seemed to blend
As if carved from the sheep station that MacGregor called Top End.
We met old Rob MacGregor in The Valley pub one day
And we asked him what the chance was for to muster up that way.
We were striplings, we were brothers, and our hair was kind of long
But the lure of the high country had been calling loud and strong.
Though our dogs were only farm dogs they were under good command
And we knew they’d do their damnedest in that rough and tumble land.
And a life time as a musterer held a certain magic pull
In the highlands of Otago bringing down the beef and wool.
Well MacGregor listened to us and he signed us straight away
And he said that we were lucky, he was heading out next day.
And he took us to a bunk house and he showed us where to sleep
Underneath the Top End frontage that stretched out so wide and steep.
And so the gang was ready at the breaking of the day
We were waiting with our hill sticks and old Mac to show the way.
It was hobnails and tricounies on our boots for better grip
And three mules to cart our gear in and provisions for the trip.
It was upwards ever upwards till we reached the mountain crest
And came to MacGregor’s camp site not unlike a kea’s nest.
For the view was fit to stun us with the whole wide world below
And we knew why Rob MacGregor loved his Top End country so.
Our first day was quite a mixture, a straggle muster you could say
A double here, a hermit there and sheep who’d lost their way.
An ugly little corner not endeared to grazing stock
That MacGregor with dry humour described as his backside block.
But we mobbed them up and guided them up past the Kea’s Nest
And we turned their heads to homeward to be mustered with the rest.
It was then MacGregor mentioned with his voice so broad and deep
How well our strong eyed heading dogs handled his fine wool sheep.
It was in the Kea’s Nest that night while on our swags we lay
An old hand was recounting of past musters up that way.
“It’s a long hard day tomorrow but if everything goes right
We’ll be finished, done and dusted at the holding yards that night.
“But the boundaries are the danger mate, the east side and the west
The sheep stick to their grazing rights and put man and dogs to test.
They sidle back beneath you and are very hard to stop
And they break back up behind you, stringing back toward the top.”
Next day we lined up waiting to see what beat we’d get
And I wondered how we’d stack up before the sun had set.
Then MacGregor gave his orders in his quaint old mountain burr
“Slim you’re on the western ridge, Snow’s on the eastern spur.”
Well we looked at one another but we didn’t make a fuss
We were proud that old MacGregor had put so much faith in us.
We vowed there on the mountain top we’d do the best we could
And that night when all was over we knew we’d done real good.
For ten long years we mustered all through Otago’s heart
But twice a year we headed back to where first we’d made our start.
But back there on that mountain top the same words would occur
“Now Slim you take the western ridge and Snow the eastern spur.”
There came a letter yesterday, it was just to let us know
That Mac had rolled his swag and gone wherever old mates go.
He wished to have his ashes spread and scattered here and there
Up in the Top End mountain lands that he had held so dear.
And as I read his last request my eyes began to blur
Slim come down the western ridge and Snow the eastern spur.
Blue Jeans ©March 2013

Shearing 31

Colourful characters from the 2013 New Zealand
Championships at Te Kuiti in April. Top: Dion
King, David Fagan and Huw Condron (jacketswappers!). Middle: NZ senior woolhandling
champion, Samantha Gordon. Bottom: Open
woolhandling champion, Hanatia Tipene.
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Back to the Falklands
By Laurie Keats
After shearing three seasons in the
Falkland Islands, the last in 1988/89,
I thought it was time I went back to
visit friends and see what changes
had gone on over the 20-odd years.
I wasn’t disappointed after a threeweek visit earlier this year. My friends
were all fit and well and there was
remarkable improvement in every
aspect of Island life. Now you can
drive everywhere on very good metal
roads, whereas previously I had to
travel across country or fly in little
twin-engine planes.
The major change was with animal
husbandry which has improved the
sheep and cattle. They now farm
1.5 million hectares: 600,000 ha on
East Falkland; 430,000 ha on West
Falkland and 90,000 hectares on
the out-lying islands. The Falkland
Island Government farms three large
properties: Goose Green (80,000
sheep), Fitzroy (125,000 sheep) and
North Arm (59,000 sheep), plus there
are 70-odd privately owned farms.
The Falklands now has a national
beef herd programme, breeding Angus
cattle, which has lifted the quality of
the beef herds. There are now nearly
5000 cattle in the country.
The Falklands also has a national
Polworth flock to improve sheep
standards. New Zealand corridales
provide the basis for the ewe flocks and
the Texel is being used as a terminal
sire. An abattoir was opened in 2010,
and last year processed about 45,000
sheep, as well as cattle and pigs.
The Falklands Department of
Agriculture has wide ranging
duties including veterinary service;
biosecurity; animal welfare and all
the same aims as our New Zealand
agricultural departments.
The sheep I saw looked far better
than the ones I shore – one reason
was that on West Falkland, two large
companies that had owned most of
the land, sold them mainly to staff
members in 1988. These properties
were split into smaller blocks and are
now farmed by their owners, who have
improved both sheep and pasture.
Along with my partner, Judy Cundy,
and daughter Deb (who did a season’s
shed handing and then stayed on for
two years shepherding), Jeff Crengle

came with us on our trip, and satisfied
a wish to shear a few sheep in the
Falklands. The locals were just as
hospitable as I remembered and we
had a great time.
Jeff’s story (Des Williams):
When Jeff Crengle turned down
the opportunity to visit the Falkand
Islands 30 years ago, he occasionally
(in subsequent years) thought to himself that he’d made a mistake.
“I’d been shearing in England in
1980 with Laurie Keats and it was
getting near the time when I was due
to be heading home. I’d had a bloke
looking after my farm and he was
probably looking forward to my return
as well. In England, a shearer named
Robbie Maddocks was rounding up a
few extras to go down for the season
and Laurie was a definite starter.
“It was very tempting, but then I
thought that my farm manager might
not take it too well if I suddenly said
I was going to be away for another
four months, and so I turned it down.
Laurie came back and told me what a
great time he’d had and said if ever a
place was made for me, the Falklands
was it! So there was always just that
tinge of regret in my mind about it.
“Then last winter Laurie told me he
was planning another trip (he had been
back a couple of times) and said this
time I’d better go with him. I asked
how long I had to think about it and
he said, ‘five minutes!’”
Jeff got into overdrive, made sure
his passport was in order and he had
a few notes of local currency in his
wallet (not the most common request
that Southland banks have to deal
with, apparently!) before meeting up

HART SHEARING
Blenheim
For competitive rates and
fast, efficient service
Ring Ken or Pip Hart
03 577 6224
or Ken on
0274 390 304
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Southland’s Jeff Crengle shearing on
the Falkland Islands, 30 years after he
first passed up an opportunity to do so.
with Laurie and Judy in Auckland.
“We flew to Santiago (Chile) and
on to Punta Arenas before the last leg
to the Falklands. One of the benefits
of the Falklands War (1982) was the
development of a decent airport so we
were able to fly down in a big plane.”
Jeff says they were looked after by
Keith and Mandy Heathman for most
of their visit, with hospitality “so good
that it was almost embarrassing!”
They were able to see most of the main
island by 4WD vehicle (thanks also
to roading networks vastly improved
from the time of Laurie’s first visit).
And Jeff was lucky enough to score
a berth on a 10-seater plane that did a
passenger/freight service run, landing
in eight different places to drop off or
pick up people or cargo.
The tourists were away about three
weeks (the reason for Laurie’s noted
absence from Golden Shears in
March) and Jeff admits to shearing at
least one sheep on the island, and has
the photo to prove it.
What Jeff found particularly interesting on his return was the reaction
from people who wondered why he
would want to go there, of all the
remote places in the world. “It’s cold,
and dry, a country about a third of the
size of Southland Region and half the
size of Wales, and after 30 years of
wishing I’d gone, I can now say I’ve
been there and done that. A thoroughly
enjoyable trip.”
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Pictured above: contestants and judges at the Ogemaw
Donations from local businesses and the Ogemaw
County Fair Sheep Shearing Contest, held at West Branch, Agricultural Society helped support the prizes for shearers,
Michagan, on 16 August 2013.
contest judges and both FFA chapters.
Additional sponsors outside the local community included
Thirteen professional sheep shearers and three intermediate- the American Sheep Industry; Hilary Gietzen Shearing; Jim
level shearers participated in this year’s contest. The event Bristol Shearing; Michigan Sheep Breeders Association;
was the final qualifying national contest to earn points toward and Mid-States Wool Growers. (Elaine Bristol)
the World Golden Shears Championships to be hosted May
20-26, 2014 in Gorey, Ireland.
The overall champion for the contest was Nolan Abel from
Iowa. Nolan travelled 2,000 miles with what he refers to as
“The A Team” of fellow American shearers to compete in the
contest. He shears 20,000 sheep annually and recommends
that young people find a good teacher if they’re interested
in shearing.
Timothy Wright earned the champion intermediate shearer
award. Tim has been shearing since February 2012 and has
set a personal goal to “get faster and more efficient” as a
professional. When he isn’t shearing, Tim works alongside
his family on their farm in west Michigan.
Donald Metheral of Ontario, Canada, earned the Best
Shorn Pen award. He has won the Calgary Stampede North
American Sheep Shearing Challenge four times, the Denver
Stock Show contest and the Ogemaw County contest in
recent years. Don enjoys travelling with his family and
Integrity Shearing giving you
hunting, and is interested in hockey and curling.
the respect
Alex Moser of Iowa earned the Fastest Time award for
shearing four sheep in five minutes and 26 seconds. Alex
you deserve
shears 25,000 sheep annually throughout the Midwest. His
highest tally is 423 lambs, shorn in eight hours.
Nolan Abel, Alex Moser and Mark Hoogendoorn won the
Travelling Team award for being the top three Iowa shearers.
TEL 03 225 4605
Between the three men, they shear about 65,000 sheep per
FAX 03 225 4020
year and they care for their personal sheep flocks.
Email: integrity.shr@xtra.co.nz
Sy Caryl of Michigan earned the Top Michigan Shearer
award. Sy is motivated to shear 20,000 sheep each year by
a sense of pride in what he does. When not shearing, he and
Freephone 0800 124605
his family raise sheep.

OHAI, SOUTHLAND

DARYN & CHARMAINE
MURRAY
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Obituary: Norm Sanson
By Des Williams
Norm Sanson of Milton died recently
at the age of 84, nearly fifty-two years
after he had gained the distinction
of being an open finalist at the first
New Zealand fine wool shearing
championships at Alexandra in 1962.
Norm told Shearing in a 2007
interview how he’d hardly even seen
a merino, let alone shorn one, when
he journeyed up to Alexandra with
George Potae, whose own experience
shearing fine wool was about on par
with Norm’s.
Norm recalled that George and
he both managed to qualify easily
enough, and while George could not
quite continue his beginner’s luck,
Norm held his place and found himself
in the final with Murray McSkimming
and Keith Sutherland.
“I remember going up the neck
on my third sheep in that final. My
handpiece kept bouncing out of the
wool. I shifted it into my left hand,
scratched my head with my right and
thought, ‘okay, what do I do now?’
Somehow I managed to get the comb
to enter the wool about half way up
the neck and started working my way
down! I think we shore six sheep in that
final and I finished two behind Murray
McSkimming.”
Milton born and bred, Norm had
come from a farming background. By
1948 and at the age of 19, shearing had
treated him well enough to let him buy

The late Norm Sanson, pictured at
the New Zealand Fine Wool Shearing
championships 50th anniversary at
Alexandra in 2012.
his first property – an 80-acre block
for which he paid £240. “My first
handpiece was a Lister Ace that cost
me £7-9 shillings, and Wolseley combs
were 7 shillings and a penny each!
Shearers were then paid £2-5 shillings
per 100 sheep shorn.
Norm had left school in 1945 and
was introduced to the shearing sheds
by Jack Vidal. He well remembered
that first stint of five weeks away from
home, during which they had nine
fine days of work! He described Jack,

an Englishman, as the modern day
equivalent of a wool classer, assessing
the “count” (now micron) by feel. Jack
was a good teacher and young Norm
soon learned the finer points of being a
shedhand, or rousie.
“There were four shearers in that
gang, all doing about 250 a day.
Because of all the wet weather we had
to find other things to do. We went
eeling one night and caught about 35.
Jack skinned them just like a rabbit
and they were filleted and cooked for
breakfast the next morning.”
Norm worked in open run sheds
for the next few years, including Moa
Flat Downs, which carried 250,000
sheep in its heyday and had the biggest
woolshed in the southern hemisphere,
with 7000 sheep under cover. “The
shed was about 300 yards long, with 16
stands on either side for blade shearers.
Part of it fell down under the weight of
snow on the roof in the late 1920s.”
By the time he was 31, Norm was
able to give up shearing full time and
concentrate on his farming activities.
But shearing wasn’t left too long in
the background. By 1959 he’d been
recruited as a shearing instructor for
the New Zealand Wool Board, a role he
would play for the next 20 years, with
some 2000 young shearers passing
through his capable hands.
Apart from instructing, Norm also
became involved in judging at shearing
competitions. (To page 35)

COMBINED SHEARING
Middlemarch and Ranfurly
Otago
Tel/Fax Doug Deseymour
03 464 3023 or 027 227 2307

Permanent positions for quality
shearers and shedhands
Member of the NZ Shearing
Contractors’ Association
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He started that aspect of his career
one year at Waimate, when country
singer John Hore-Grenell was guest
entertainer: “I remember sitting on the
stairs of a Waimate hotel with John,
about 5.30 in the morning and we
were reminiscing about the late great
Jim Reeves and some of the other
great Country singers. I also judged at
Alexandra a few times but I never went
back there to shear after that first year.
“I went to Golden Shears in 1962
with George Potae, Pic Sweeney and
Len Davis. Mac Potae had entered us
in the teams’ event without wanting
to be a part of the team himself, and
we won. Mac just jacked it up for the
four of us to have a go on the day, so
that was good work on his part. I also
finished third in the senior shearing that
year at Masterton, behind Snow Quinn
and Jack Craddock, a North Islander.”
And Norm had another very
important task in that year of ’62 at
Masterton. Bing MacDonald won the
open and Bill Meech instructed Norm
and Gilbert James to take his (Bill’s)
truck to Maungatainoka to pick up
100 dozen of beer. “We only got 98
dozen, that’s how much the pub had in
stock. While we were loading the truck
someone else came in wanting some
beer and the publican said, ‘sorry mate,
we’re all sold out’.”
Norm served for many years on the
Otago Shears organising committee,
having earlier been involved with the
Milburn YFC competitions in the early
1950s. He remembered Bill Harrison
of the Agriculture Department being
an instigator in those early years.

BREZZ’N
SPEEDSHEAR

“Shearing and woolhandling were
always separate events, but then came
the idea of teams, two shearers and two
woolhandlers, and of course the sport
has grown immensely since then.
“They made me a life member of
Otago Shears and caught me by surprise
the night they made the presentation.
We were meant to be going to another
function but got persuaded to stay
on, for the reason which then became
obvious!”
Norm also had a long involvement
in bowls, having served as president of
both indoor and outdoor South Otago
associations.

ALL ABOUT WOOL

We service a wide range of clients who
provide great, clean and tidy sheds and
stock to match.
If you care about the people who grow
wool and the people that present it,
WoolQual has the service.

Poverty Bay A&P Show
Gisborne, Sat 19 Oct 2013
Entry fees, shearing: Open $30;
Senior $20; Intermediate $15;
Junior $14. Plus NZ circuit
and local woolhandling.

86 Derby Street, Gisborne
Friday 18 October 2013
Start time 6.00pm

TPM Open $2,500; Senior $775
Intermediate $550; Junior $500

Total prize money $7000
Open 1st 2000
Senr 1st $1000

Tel 06 868 6084, fax 06 868 8011

Further information from
Ailsa Fleming
Tel 06 862 3866

Norm Sanson (2nd left) with Pic
Sweeney, George Potae and Len Davis
at Golden Shears 1962. Norm and
George attended the first NZ Fine Wool
contest at Alexandra later that year.

Note: all postal entries to
Derek Allan, PO Box 2186, Gisborne.

FREE CARPASS
if entered by 27 September
PLUS PLUS PLUS
Speedshear, Fri 18 Oct 2013
Gisborne Showgrounds
Start time 1.00pm
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WOOLQUAL provides
•
High level of accommodation and
meals
•
H&S scheme available to all staff
•
Very tidy well maintained vans
•
Training and encouragement.
Shows included
•
Friendly environment.

ALL OUR WORK
IS QUALITY
CONTROLLED AND
GUARANTEED
CALL: office 06 876 4176,
Kerry 0295 433 726 or
0292 493 578; email info@
woolqualshearing.co.nz
www.woolqualshearing.co.nz

Major Sponsor North Island
Shearing & Woolhandling Circuit
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Desi Downs - Fifty Years a Shearer
Just as this edition “hits the streets”, Desi Downs of Rata
looks back on a 50-year career in shearing. He got the usual
start in his early teens, working for his father, Manny in sheds
around Rata and Waverly. Then, his father died when Desi
was just 13 – school became a bit of a struggle after that so he
and his brother Monty began working for their uncle, Sonny
Hartley, discovering among other things the challenges of
sweeping a shearing board with a straw broom.
Desi (or Dizzy, as he’s known to many) says he then got
to the stage where he could “shear a bit” so he and Monty
went with Danny Holland (brother-in-law) for a season in
the Wairarapa, working for Henry Power. The following
season Desi again went with Danny, but this time to Bill
Meech in the Hawkes Bay. Working with the likes of Mac
Potae provided a ready education in ways to get tough.
Now 67, Desi reckons he did about 30 pre-lamb seasons
in Otago, and one particular season working with Frog
(Colin) Potae and Ally Vance stands out in his memory.
“We shore a lot of sheep that season, we might not have
broken any records but doing 1300 a day between the three
of us was not unusual. Our tallies got reported in the papers
so they must have been reasonable efforts in those days.
I also remember our skinny little Australian presser, Sam
Duncan, who pressed a lot of bales day in and day out.
Desi also travelled overseas for several seasons in
the English midlands, and has also shorn in Wales and
California. The latter season was also an interesting
experience, working with Mexican shearers on fine wool

Smokefree Work Vehicles
By Megan Horsham (Compass Health Wairarapa)
Shearing Contractors in the Wairarapa are supporting
a smokefree future by choosing to make their work
vehicles smokefree.
Quenten Robertson from Prime Shearing Ltd said that
they have had a smokefree work vehicle environment since
the company started. He said that they have had no problems
enforcing it. Wairarapa Shearing’s David Reiri said that he
also supports the move to make his vans smokefree and is
looking at introducing a policy in the coming future.
Encouraging shearers not to smoke in work vehicles
protects all workers from the dangers of second-hand smoke.
It also promotes a smokefree lifestyle as the norm. It is about
changing attitudes and improving the general wellness for
shearers, shed hands and pressers.
A survey in 2003 by the Ministry of Health said over 90
percent of New Zealanders, including 83 percent of smokers,
supported the aims of the smokefree law (i.e. the right of
people to have a smokefree working environment). Only 6
percent disagreed.
Smoking in work vehicles is a hotly debated issue
throughout New Zealand for many shearers. Smokefree
laws in New Zealand mean that smoking in taxis, on board
ships, aircrafts, trains and other public transport is prohibited
but this does not yet apply to some work vehicles. However,
the 2003 smokefree laws states that if an employee makes a
complaint then the employer needs to address the issue and
negotiate a smokefree policy for their work vehicles.
Occupational Health (OSH) states that the chemicals

sheep without wrinkles. Not to mention 200 giant Suffolk
rams that had to be shorn.
Desi has had the odd broken bone here and there, but his
body is in pretty good shape all things considered and he
hopes for a few more seasons yet before he has to give the
game away.
Away from shearing, Desi is a keen follower of rugby,
favouring the Chiefs among the New Zealand franchise
teams, though he also admits to having a soft spot for the
Highlanders. “That’s the sort of thing that can happen when
you do 30 seasons of pre-lamb shearing in Otago!”
such as acetone, ammonia, cyanide, DDT and carbon
monoxide circulate in the air and are a “significant
hazard” capable of causing serious harm and even
death. By encouraging smokefree work vehicles,
employers protect the health of employees and also
increase general wellbeing and work output.
Implementing a smokefree policy in your business does
not mean policing the behaviours of others but to support
and model healthy life choices. You too can make your work
vehicle a smokefree area and ‘turn your back on tobacco.’
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Above: The ‘Middle Earth’ Peter Lyon gang, shearing merinos at Hartfield, Strath Taieri. (Some scenes for The Hobbit
were filmed on the property (but not in the shed). Back left: Linda Duncan, Arahia Tuwhangai, Dallas Mihaere, Victor
Lewis, Bruce ‘Goz’ Manson (ganger), Clayton McGee, Reon Puna, Allan ‘AJ’ Terry. Front left: Kahu Paul, Mary
Edwards, Ash Boyce (presser), Rose McGee, Andrew Eades. (Barbara Newton photo.)
Below: Wilson Shearing Ltd (George and Penny Wilson, Wyndham, Southland) gang pictured at Black Hill Station. Back
left: Jason Lihou, Jordan Wilson Hemara, Shane Curry, George Wilson. Middle: Ruatoki Popata Selwyn, Alan Wilson.
Front left: Megan Younger, William Wilson (ganger), Teiara Wilson (on Dad’s knee), John Hunter, Ron Hunter (farmer),
Mary Winn, Jaylene Meijer, Jennifer Hunter, Toni Lamatoa. (Adrianne Wilson photo.)
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PERT

Shearing Handpiece

Shearing like an
Xpert is easy.
 Super powerful 240volt / 200watt permanent
magnet motor
 Ideal for crutching, dagging/wigging and
shearing small flocks of sheep, goats and
camelids
 Low vibration
 Lightweight 1180 grams
 Durable fiberglass case with “soft feel” finish
 Ergonomic slim grip handle
 Cutting speed 2500dbs / minute
 Low noise emmision at 79dB
 Fitted with Ovina Comb and Xtreme Cutter
HEINIGER NZ LTD
1B CHINOOK PLACE
HORNBY, CHRISTCHURCH

(PH) 03 3498282

www.heiniger.co.nz
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