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LONGER SCALLOP DESIGN

The longer scalloping on the 
outer teeth give the tooth a 
thinner overall depth for an 
advanced comb entry in tougher 
sheep straight out of the box. 

The noticable change in design 
along with specially marked 
pack is set to attract attention 
and further increase the appeal 
of this popular winter comb. 

NEW 
CRUSADER 
2012 PROFILE

JOIN OUR CRUSADE!

94.5MM X LONG BEVEL

98MM X MB 94.5MM X LB98MM X SB98MM X SB94.5MM X LB

“Take the EDGE off our XTREME Winter with 
Heiniger combs and cutters”

AVAILABLE FROM.....

http://www.facebook.com/Heiniger000111

For Heiniger product 
updates, shearing news, 

feedback and competitions-
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At page 15 of this edition is a letter from Lawrence 
Tyree of Timaru, a person that I know to be a strong 
advocate of all that is good and should be good in our 
industry. He thought the story we published in November 
2010 entitled “Long Ago and Far Away” [a story from 
the wide-comb era in Australia] was in very bad taste 
and harmful to the trans-Tasman relationships that most 
of us value so highly in the spirit of the ANZAC tradition 
forged at Gallipoli nearly 100 years ago.

I found Mr Tyree’s comments (reinforced in a 
subsequent phone call) interesting because, for much the 
same concerns as he had expressed, I had thought long 
and hard about whether Neil’s story would “go in” the 
mag. I knew from the author that what he had written 
was true as to fact and location, but that he had prudently 
changed the names of his central characters – not unusual 
in the world of story-telling. 

So, quite often, the ultimate test on whether or not 
something should be published is quite simply whether 
it is accurate and true. Is it true? If the answer is “yes” 
then what other reason might you use for rejecting a 
story? In the case of the wide comb era story, it was 
true, it accurately captured a small slice of history (albeit 
unflattering to our industry), no animals were harmed in 
production  and therefore it got published. 

Argue the logic, if you will.
Ka kite ano
Des Williams (editor)

Shear Harvest Conference 2012
16 - 18 May 2012

Outriggers Surfers Paradise, 
Gold Coast

Further information via email :
Australia: secretary@scaa.org.au
New Zealand: contactus@nzshearing.co.nz

Agenda includes industry issues, guest 
speakers, entertainment. (Don’t be 

sorry you didn’t go!)
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Beiyuan Shearing Gear
Dave Bateman Shearing Supplies

Milburn, RD 1, Milton 9291
Call Rayna, Freephone: 0800 837300. Free Postage within New Zealand. 

All prices GST incl.

Normal combs          $  21.00
Cover combs          $  23.00
9-tooth combs          $  23.00
Cutters           $    4.50

*************************************

Handpiece 3C. Trident Heavy Duty, Twin Race Bearings   $550.00
Handpiece 2C. 4 Single Race Bearings      $510.00
Handpiece 1D. Oil Bath Model       $400.00
We stock all parts for Beiyuan Handpieces

*************************************

Sunbeam Handpiece Centre Posts and Cups     $  40.00
Sunbeam Handpiece Minor Repair Kits      $  75.00
Sunbeam Handpiece Major Repair Kits      $144.00
All Handpiece Cogs (each)        $  29.00
All Handpiece Comb Screws (Knucklesaver & Combo) (each)  $  11.50
Knucklesaver & Normal Screwdrivers (Triangle)    $  29.00
Sunbeam & Beiyuan Chicken Feet (pair)      $  40.00
Handpiece Ferrules         $  29.00
Down Tube Eye Spindles        $  34.50
Down Tube Large Cogs       $  34.50
Pin Drive & Worm Drive Spindles       $  40.00
Bayonets, Worm Drive & Pin Drive       $  23.00
Beiyuan Dual Pendulums        $  98.00
Dagging Plant Flexis, Inner $92.00; Outer $138.00    $230.00
Various other parts

*************************************

Wholesale Rates to Shops
All parts listed are made by Beiyuan
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Too-Mutch too much for world’s best

New world champion, Gavin Mutch of Scotland, holding 
aloft the silver trophy that only Roger Cox, Brian Quinn, 
Tom Wilson, Mark Conlan, David Fagan, Alan MacDonald, 
Shannon Warnest, Paul Avery and Cam Ferguson have won 
before him in the past 35 years since world championships 
were first held at England’s Bath & West Show in 1977. Gavin 
spends a major part of each year in New Zealand with wife 
Pip and their three children, farming at Whangamomona.

 Buck Naked       ....    and     ....         Doug Deep       

I hope that Sonny Bill fella never takes 
up shearing, eh! He’d probly have the 
shed emptied before anyone else was 
outa bed in the morning.

Oh yeah no, definitely!

Wide-combing it with ... © Last Side Publishing 2012

       E W E N I Q U E 
       S H E A R I N G
       PA R T N E R S H I P
We service a large Wairarapa client base and offer 
both permanent and seasonal positions for profes-
sionally motivated shearers and woolhandlers.  Full 
accommodation available.

Phone Rick MacLeod 06 377 1942
Members NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association

By Des Williams 
There’s not a lot of difference between Santa and Satan 
when it comes to words on the page. When it comes to 
the Corriedales that Gavin Mutch and John Kirkpatrick 
had to shear in the world championship final, “Too-Mutch” 
might have been excused for thinking his four were an early 
Christmas present from the Jolly man in the red suit. 

“Captain Kirk”, on the other hand, (five times New 
Zealand Corriedale Shears champion at Christchurch) had 
an inkling before he started that his quartet might have 
come from somewhere along the road to Hell, a suspicion 
confirmed when his gear appeared to be nicking the skin, 
on the first three at least, a little too often for the comfort of 
the judges. These distinctions became clear when Mutch 
shore his first in 38 seconds, the next almost as quickly; 
had his fourth out of the way and the first of his six full-
wools on the board while Kirkpatrick was still dealing to 
the undermine of his last Corrie – a 40-second advantage.

Thus that early, the writing looked to be on the wall for at 
least 50% of New Zealand’s chances of crowning another 
world champion. Cam Ferguson, meanwhile, who can be a 
slow starter, in the early stages of his bid to retain the title 
he won in Wales two years ago, wasn’t quite placing his 
shots with a confidence suggesting all would end well for 
the host nation.

Mutch then started on the 10 second-shear sheep in his 
pen while his countryman, 1984 world champion and 
team manager Tom Wilson, looked on with pride and 
the realisation that another Scotsman was surely about to 
engrave his name on the world honours board. 

The title was Gavin’s to lose, for by now Ferguson and 
Kirkpatrick were hitting their straps big time in hot pursuit 
while Shannon Warnest too was giving it everything he 
had and was by no means out of contention. The Kiwi 
boys chased and chased the Scotsman down over those 
last few sheep but he held them out by just a few blows.

And according to the computer, it came down to a few 
hundredths of a point, Mutch the winner; Ferguson proving 
that his 2010 success had been no fluke and Kirkpatrick 
left without the one individual title missing from his 
career CV. Warnest underlined his class (if anyone needed 
reminding) by staying in fourth position while Gareth 
Daniel and Adam Berry, worthy representatives of Wales 
and England respectively, were never seriously in the hunt 
for the silver salver.
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MAHONY SHEARING
PO BOX 3381, NAPIER

TEL 06 835 9571

Permanent positions for quality 
shearers and shedhands

Member of the NZ Shearing 
Contractors’ Association

By Barbara Newton
It was a dream result for the host 
country when New Zealand’s wool-
handling representatives, Joel Henare 
and Joanne Kumeroa, won the world 
teams’ title and finished first and second 
in the individual championship.

The robust, season-long circuit 
process to select our New Zealand 
representatives paid dividends with 
Henare and Kumeroa having shared 
the spoils over the previous 12 months. 
They were the most consistent among 
a very talented team of woolhandling 
contenders.  

Samantha Hirtle (Falkland Islands),  
Rachael Hutchison (Australia), Mii 
Nooroa (Cook Islands), and Stefanie 
Kauschus (Germany) were the semi-
finalists to miss out  on the multi-
wool final that was contested between  
two seasoned Master woolhandlers,  
Joanne Kumeroa and Aroha Garvin 
of Australia (both previous world 
champions) and two young men, Joel 
Henare and Jonathan Haakull, the 
latter representing Norway.

The final was competed at a fast and 
furious pace and Kumeroa may have 
sacrificed some of her quality and 
“Kumeroa cool” in  finishing first.

Garvin put in her usual trademark 
polished performance and Haakull 
was certainly not there to make up the 
numbers. He has shown improvement 
over the past six years that he has been 
working in New Zealand, refining his 
routine and skills, with his goal of 
making the world semis exceeded.

It was Henare, however, at just 
20-years-of-age, having headed the 
qualifying tables throughout the entire 
championships and was consequently 
the TAB favourite, who comfortably 
took the ultimate spoils and the 
coveted world  title to deny  Kumeroa 
a third individual title, with Garvin 
third and Haakull fourth.

World Teams contest
There were 18 countries, indicating 
the growing global participation of 
shearing sport competitors, contesting 
the world woolhandling titles, and 
it was fantastic to see the Falkland 

Islands team of Samantha Hirtle and 
Victoria Jane Lee making the teams’ 
final alongside New Zealand and arch 
rivals Australia.

Garvin teamed up with the 
promising Rachael Hutchison to be 
runners up, with the  Falkland Islands 
team in third place.

Golden Shears
The largest field for some time 
contested the open woolhandling 
event, with 60 competitors taking 
part. Joanne Kumeroa turned on a 
scintillating display to complete a 
hat-trick of wins and bring her total to 
six. She first won at Masterton back 
in 1995, and again in 2001 and 2004 
before this latest achievement: 2010, 
2011 & 2012. Her New Zealand 
team mate Joel Henare was runner-
up, Keryn Herbert third and fellow 
Master woolhandler Huia Whyte-
Puna fourth.

In the senior ranks local  all-rounder 
Fiona Christensen repeated her win 
from 2010 to take the title ahead of 
Keri Henare, Cushla Abraham and 
Denise Murray-Karaka. Fiona will 
surely be competing in the open ranks 
next season.

The junior division has had some 
close tussles throughout the season.
Ann-Marie Kahukura of Omakau 
was the Golden Shears winner on 
this occasion from Foonie Waihape, 
Sheree Peterson and Anne Kennedy.

World champs woolhandling

Joel Henare, world champion

Norway’s Jonathan Haakull - spirited 
performance in world woolhandling final

GRANT MURDOCH
SHEARING

Kurow
 

Positions available for reliable, 
experienced finewool shearers 
and shedhands for pre-lamb.
Mid-July to end of October

 
Great working environment 
accommodation available

 top pay rates, transport provided.

All enquiries call Grant
cell 0274307678 office 03 4360436

Member of NZSCA
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Y-NOT SHEARING
Flinders Ranges
South Australia

WANTED
Quality shearers and shed staff

All camp out sheds
Excellent conditions

No drugs

Phone ++61427672370

By Des Williams
The World blade shearing champion-
ship at Golden Shears lost some of 
its anticipated drama with the non-
appearance of defending champion, 
Zingesele Elliot Ntsombo of Lesotho  
and his team mate Dantjebo Piet 
Sekete. Ntsombo, winner in Wales two 
years ago and previously in 1996, 2003 
and 2005, was expected to engage in 
a big showdown with Zweliwile Hans 
of South Africa, world champion in 
1998, 2000 and 2008. 

It is understood both Lesotho men 
were stopped from leaving their 
country because of passport or visa 
shortcomings. And though Ntsombo is 
the better performed of the two, Sekete 
with 25 years of shearing experience 
and a 3rd placing at the 2008 worlds 
in Norway to his credit was expected 
to be a serious contender for the title.

With the Golden Shears open blade 
title up for grabs before the world 
champs contest it was Hans’ teammate, 
Mayenzeke Shweni who came to the 
fore, beating Hans with both speed 
and quality over five sheep to claim 
a five-point victory. Mike McConnell 
proved best of the New Zealand trio 
with a “one snip” advantage over 
teammate Brian Thomson and a 
further five points clear of Geraldine’s 
Philip Oldfield, who had second best 
quality overall but conceded too many 
time points. William Craig of Scotland 
finished sixth.

In the preliminary sorting out for 
the world individual crown it was 
again Shweni who led the field as 
top qualifier by 10 points over Hans, 

with the two Kiwis, McConnell and 
Thomson safely into the final and the 
last two stands going to Gareth Owen 
of Wales and Craig again in sixth spot. 
When it came to the real business 
however, Hans again proved himself 
best in the world (equaling the absent 
Ntsombo’s record) by three points 
over his team mate, with McConnell 
and Thomson again claiming third 
and fourth spots and both Owen and 
Craig clipping valiantly but the best 
part of two sheep off the pace.

The world teams final also finished 
in bookmaker’s order: Hans and 
Shweni winning it for South Africa; 
McConnell and Thomson by no means 

World champs blade shearing

Above:World blade shearing finalists, from 
left: William Craig, Gareth Owen, Brian 
Thomson, Mike McConnell, Mayenzeke 
Shweni and Zweliwile Hans, with Ron Mark 
(Wairarapa Moana, sponsor). Opposite: 
South Africa’s Mayenzeke Shweni, Golden 
Shears champion, with team manager, 
Hendrik Botha.

disgraced by the margin of nine points 
in second place, with large gaps in 
time and quality back to Wales (Owen 
and Elfed Jackson), Scotland (Craig 
and Mark Armstrong), Australia 
(Peter Artridge and Nick Denniss) 
and England’s perennial pairing of 
George Mudge and Andrew Wear in 
sixth place.

!

Handshears for dagging, trimming 
and shearing. Set, sharpen, service 

and restore. Simple, effective 
sharpening and grinding systems. 
Contact: Expert blade-shearer Phil Oldfield 
!"#$!%$"&%$&'((!"#$%&'!!"#$)*$)%($)+*&$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$   

Email: #&(')(*&'+,-.*/0#/)1!
234!-5'!36237 

!

Rebecca Romney at the world champion-
ships: “I’m so glad I’m going to be shorn by 
one of those lovely quiet blade shearers!”
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Johnny deals to good Goldies pen
By Des Williams
Is it real? Or imagination? Is it a freak 
of nature or maybe even the law of 
averages? For whatever reason, there 
seems to be at every Golden Shears 
one pen among the six sorted for the 
open final that might be just a little bit 
more attractive than the rest. There 
might be a couple among the 20 with 
less wool on the points, a couple of 
balding top knots, an openness of 
fleece wool on a few that will allow 
the wielder of the lucky handpiece on 
that stand a blazing finish and maybe 
a vital 10 or 20 second advantage on 
the clock over his rivals.

Keen observers suggest some of 
these “best pens” over the years have 
been capitalised upon and deserving 
champions crowned accordingly. Some 
have been wasted (for want of a better 
term) and shearers have lamented their 
once-in-a-lifetime golden opportunity 
lost for Golden Shears glory. 

John Kirkpatrick had no such 
problems in the Golden Shears open 
final of 2012. He drew the best pen and 
he dealt to it in 16 minutes and nine 
seconds with such precision that only 
the flawless David Fagan performance 
of 2004 comes anywhere near to mind 
by way of comparision. 

Perhaps JK was motivated by the 
memory of his less-than-perfect shear 
in the world championship final just 
an hour earlier in the evening. Perhaps 
it was the influence of Colin King MP 
(also a three-time champion, back in 
the 1980s) sitting about six metres 
away in the front seats that fired 
Johnny up to claim his fourth open 
crown, leaving five of the world’s best 
more than three points in his wake. 

New Zealand representatives at the Golden Shears world championships at 
Masterton in March, from left: Joanne Kumeroa, Joel Henare (woolhandlers); 
Mike McConnell, Brian Thomson (blade shearers); John Kirkpatrick and Cam 
Ferguson (machine shearers). Henare won the individual woolhandling title 
and the teams’ title with Kumeroa. McConnell and Thomson were third and 
fourth respectively in the individual blades and together second in the teams’ 
final. Kirkpatrick and Ferguson were third and second respectively in the 
individual machines final and winners of the world teams final.

Robertson Shearing Ltd
Lawrence

Wanted: honest, reliable staff

Good accommodation and 

meals provided

Phone Mouse on
03 485 9127 

Rowland Smith was closest of the 
chasers on the clock at 30 seconds 
adrift, with Ferguson, Fagan and 
Forde hanging in there and Gavin 
Mutch, perhaps wrung out from his 
world final shear, last to finish a tad 
over 18 minutes. Ferguson moved 
ahead of Smith on quality to claim 
second overall.

The other major crown on offer, 
the PGG Wrightson circuit, was won 
by Angus Moore of Ward, who drew 

stand one and shore with the belief of 
a man who knew he belonged there. 
Angus turned the “promise” he has 
shown over the past couple of seasons 
into reality, leaving Darin Forde, 
Nathan Stratford, James Fagan, Tony 
Coster and Jason Win to pick up the 
minor money.

And then heads started scratching – 
when did a Marlborough shearer last 
win a major event in New Zealand? 
(Percy Barrett, Alexandra 1977.)

BRUCE ROGERS
SHEARING CONTRACTOR

SOUTH CANTERBURY

• Quality and service guaranteed
• Good accommodation and conditions
• Jobs available year-round for good   
 shearers and shedhands
• Member NZ Shearing Contractors’   
 Assn

Tel 03 693 8087

Shearing Services Ltd
Mossburn

Professional staff required.
Well above award wages paid 

to quality staff.  
Classy accommodation 

provided.

Ring Mana or Vanessa

03 248 6122 or 0274 770 448
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World championships / Golden Shears

Ross and Marie Kelman welcome you to the best pub this side 
of the Black Stump. Great bar, restaurant, accommodation and 
shearing company.  Tel 03 438 9713

OMARAMA
HOTEL

Masterton, 29 February – 3 March 2012: Results
World championships machine shearing:
Lister individual machines: Gavin Mutch, Scotland, 77.059 1; 
Cam Ferguson, New Zealand, 77.127 2; John Kirkpatrick, New 
Zealand, 78.656 3; Shannon Warnest, Australia, 81.319 4; Gareth 
Daniel, Wales, 82.281 5; Adam Berry, England, 89.523 6.
Lister world teams: New Zealand (John Kirkpatrick & Cam 
Ferguson) 65.40 1; Scotland (Gavin Mutch & Hamish Mitchell) 
66.10 2; Wales (Richard Jones & Gareth Daniel) 70.93 3; Australia 
(Shannon Warnest & Nathan Meaney) 76.17 4; Falkland Island 
(Evan Jones & Lee Molkenbuhr) 81.09 5; France (Daniel Boillot 
& Thimoleon Resneau) 81.26 6.

World championships blade shearing:
Wairarapa Moana individual blades: Zweliwile Hans, South 
Africa, 93.99 1; Mayenzeke Schweni, South Africa, 96.83 2; 
Mike McConnell, New Zealand, 97.06 3; Brian Thomson, New 
Zealand, 107.95 4; Gareth Owen, Wales, 130.78 5; William Craig, 
Scotland, 150.49 6.
TAB Sport world teams blades: South Africa (Zweliwile Hans & 
Mayenzeke Schweni) 88.27 1; New Zealand (Mike McConnell & 
Brian Thomson) 97.63 2; Wales (Elfed Jackson & Gareth Owen) 
126.51 3; Scotland (William Craig & Mark Armstrong) 132.23 
4; Australia (Nick Denniss & Peter Artridge) 138.23 5; England 
(Andrew Wear & George Mudge) 138.96 6.

World championships woolhandling:
Elders Primary Wool individual woolhandling: Joel Henare, New 
Zealand, 157.4 1; Joanne Kumeroa, New Zealand, 209.20 2; Aroha 
Garvin, Australia, 274.00 3; Jonathan Haakull, Norway, 280.40 4.
Paewai Mullins world teams woolhandling: New Zealand (Joel 
Henare & Joanne Kumeroa) 217.00 1; Australia (Aroha Garvin & 
Rachael Hutchison) 334.00 2; Falkland Islands (Victoria Jane Lee 
& Samantha Hirtle) 420.00 3.

Golden Shears shearing:
Open championship: John Kirkpatrick, Napier, 61.198 1; Cam 
Ferguson, Waipawa, 64.744 2; Rowland Smith, Ruawai, 65.094 3; 
David Fagan, Te Kuiti, 68.433 4; Darin Forde, Lorneville, 69.316 
5; Gavin Mutch, Whangamomona, 69.903 6.
PGG Wrightson national circuit final: Angus Moore, Ward, 79.501 
1; Darin Forde, Lorneville, 79.871 2; Nathan Stratford, Invercargill, 
80.39 3; James Fagan, Te Kuiti, 80.851 4; Tony Coster, Rakaia, 
82.695 5; Jason Win, Ikamatua, 85.771 6.
Golden Shears open blades: Mayenzeke Schweni, South Africa, 
73.90 1; Zweliwile Hans, South Africa, 78.82 2; Mike McConnell, 
Albury, 87.00 3; Brian Thomson, West Melton, 87.11 4; Phillip 
Oldfield, Geraldine, 92.24 5; William Craig, Scotland, 101.14 6.
Allflex senior: Tysson Hema, Waipukurau, 55.44 1; Jack Robinson, 
Northern Ireland, 58.83 2; Hemi Braddick, Eketahuna, 58.84 3; 
Shaun Matheson, Riverton, 61.18 4; Jack Fagan, Te Kuiti, 61.60 
5; Te Atakura Crawford, Gisborne, 63.44 6.
Trust House intermediate: Bryce Guy, Kaeo, 46.827 1; Michael 
Rolston, Levin, 47.580 2; Sarah Goss, Kimbolton, 48.113 3; Dean 
Nelmes, England, 48.623 4; Jotham Rentoul, Nelson, 52.677 5; 
Hayden Tapp, Taihape, 53.242 6.
PGG Wrightson junior: Andrew Leith, Dipton, 40.362 1; Stuart 
Davidson, Scotland, 43.956 2; Paul Hodges, Geraldine, 46.279 
3; Ethan Pankhurst, Masterton, 47.338 4; Adam Morton, Wairoa, 

47.394 5; Ryan Boot, Waiau, 57.307 6.
Tectra novice: Josh Balme, Te Kuiti, 40.312 1; Neil Bryant, Levin, 
42.864 2; Mitch Nation, Dannevirke, 45.376 3; Tegwyn Bradley, 
Woodville, 46.962 4; Blake Clinch, Greytown, 47.969 5; Temoana 
Nuku, Gisborne, 56.122 6.
YFC Blue Ribbon: Mark Grainger, Te Kuiti, 36.28 1; Jack Fagan, 
Te Kuiti, 36.86 2; Aaron Haynes, Feilding, 38.883 3; Mark Buick, 
Masterton, 42.972 4; Joseph Kyle, Napier, 45.829 5; Clayton 
Braddick, Eketahuna, 47.377 6. 

Golden Shears woolhandling:
AgITO open: Joanne Kumeroa, Whanganui, 255.0 1; Joel Henare, 
Gisborne, 275.2 2; Keryn Herbert, Te Awamutu, 284.0 3; Huia 
Whyte-Puna, Christchurch, 336.0 4.
Te Puni Kokiri senior: Fiona Christensen, Masterton, 169.00 1; Keri 
Henare, Gisborne, 192.00 2; Cushla Abraham, Masterton, 213.00 3; 
Denise Murray-Karaka, Alexandra, 222.00 4.
Tectra junior: Ann-Marie Kahukura, Omakau, 163.20 1; Foonie 
Waihape, Gisborne, 167.20 2; Sheree Peterson, Milton, 173.40 3; 
Ann Kennedy, Masterton, 216.60 4.
Coopers NIWC open: Sheree Alabaster, Taihape, 141.6 1; Keryn 
Herbert, Te Awamutu, 150.2 2; Veronica Goss, Kimbolton, 174.4 3; 
Dallas Mihaere, Dannevirke, 214.8 4.

Golden Shears woolpressing:
Farmlands & Woolpacks NZ men’s woolpressing: Jeremy Goodger, 
Masterton, 52.80 1; Vinnie Goodger, Masterton, 53.90 2.
Farmlands & Woolpacks NZ Pair woolpressing: Vinnie & Jeremy 
Goodger, Masterton, 37.50 1; Arden Donnelly & Sam Brooks, 
Piopio, 53.40 2.
Farmlands & Woolpacks NZ women’s woolpressing: Paula Puhara, 
Masterton, 97.60 1; Cushla Abraham, Masterton, 100.40 2.

Golden Shears triathlon (shearing, woolhandling, woolpressing): 
Vinnie Goodger, Masterton, 160.81 1; Jeremy Goodger, Masterton, 
200.49 2; Tumanako Waikare, Masterton, 249.99 3.

“We’re actually pretty strapped for cash at the moment, JK – I 
don’t supose there’s any chance of our borrowing some of that 
money you’ve just won?” ‘Sure thing JK – though I’d like to 
keep the purple ribbon if you don’t mind.’ 
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Wuda cuda shuda mada million
By Des Williams
Like all brilliant ideas, Edwin Perry’s invention was 
astonishing in its simplicity, but unlike many other brilliant 
ideas, it did not make him a fortune. Back in 1981, Edwin 
came up with his first prototype for the plastic “sweep” 
that is today used throughout the shearing sheds of the 
world. Himself a Hawkes Bay car salesman at the time, 
but with a strong background in the wool industry, Edwin 
had noted some of his “old people” working in the sheds, 
skirting lambs wool with a piece of wood from the side of 
a 40lb apple box, nailed to a broom handle.

“With nearly all the lambs wool being skirted on the 
board by that time, this device seemed to reduce the 
amount of bending required and made it much easier on 
the back than the old clasp-style two boards joined by a 
bit of sacking that had been in popular use before that. 
So I got the idea of making something that would work 
on a large scale and went to a company at Omahu in the 
Hawkes Bay that made plastic products. The fellow there 
told me they had a lot of wastage from plastic off-cuts that 
I could use, so I cut a piece into the shape of the sweep 
and fixed it with a bolt to a wooden broom handle so it had 
some flexibility. It worked so well I started calling it the 
‘supersweep’. At that time I was sponsoring a car in the 
Motoguard Rally (driven by Roger Goss) and the rally car 
had Supersweep all over it to promote the product.”

Edwin says he next faced the problem of how to mass 
produce the sweeps so he went to a friend named Eddie 
Brown of Waimana, who was principal of the Hopepa IHC 
home at Hastings. Eddie saw the possibilities immediately 
and said, ‘let’s give the boys a chance on this.’ We set 
up a jig and drill set in place so the boys could pull the 
handle down and drill the holes before joining the sweeps 
and handles with locking nuts and bolts. So that’s how we 
produced it. I remember the first lot I sold wholesale to 
Southland Farmers at $2.75 each, and they now cost about 
$24.00, I think.

Edwin says he wasn’t able to patent the idea for himself 
because the Patent Office pointed out that someone else 
could make minor variations to his design and it would 
be regarded as a different model. When he later sold his 
business to a Pahiatua man, another company challenged 
the sale, claiming their own manufacturing rights.

“I had to produce receipts to show I was the original 
designer and had sold the rights to someone else, so the 
case went to court and we won.”

Among the variations from Edwin’s original model that 
have appeared was a change from wooden to aluminium 
handles. Woolhandlers found they were getting blackened 
hands and infections from the aluminium, whereas the 
wooden handles had absorbed the grease and kept the 
hands supple.

Now retired to Tauranga, Edwin is whanau to Jim Morris 
of Masterton, who set a world lamb shearing record in 
1958. “I take my hat off to these boys of today and the 
tallies they are doing to set world records, even though the 
sheep are well sorted and have some preparation. But Jim 
Morris did his tally on mixed sex lambs with wool down 
to their eyebrows.”

And as a former New Zealand First MP (from 2003-2006), 
Edwin (pictured above) says he enjoyed the experience of 
being a parliamentarian and the opportunities it gave him 
to help disadvantaged people. “I got a lot of enjoyment 
from being able to do that, just as I now enjoy seeing our 
young people doing well in the shearing industry. Working 
in the sheds is a great levelling ground and a place for 
getting yourself sorted out. Many are too whakamaa [shy] 
to go to training courses but there is wide scope for in-
shed and on-farm training more suited to our young Maori 
people. I still take the opportunity whenever I can to 
remind our present Maori MPs they should be supporting 
this great industry of ours.”

Utiku Shearing 2007 Ltd
Taihape

Our aim is quality in all areas of shearing 
and wool preparation

Positions available for experienced
 and reliable staff 

Shearers/Woolhandlers/Pressers
Top rates, accomm, meals, transport

Phone Rei 06 388 1009 or 0272 309 855
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Did you ever work at Muttaburra?
Come back and catch up with old mates!

Shearers’ Reunion, 8-10 June 2012.
Fun weekend – Meet and Greet, Ambrose golf, 

Shearers’ Ball, Speedshear and much more.

Obtain further information from
Kerry Robinson, Muttaburra Community 

Development Association.
Tel ++61 746587107

Email robbokerry1@bigpond.com

Yeah - do it for the dinosaur! 

World record fever hit New Zealand 
during the 2012 summer, with 
Ireland’s Ivan Scott first looking to 
reclaim the eight-hour lamb shearing 
record taken from him last year by 
Cam Ferguson. At Opepe Station near 
Taupo on 9 January, Ivan (supported 
as usual by Rerewhakaaitu contractor 
Jeff Dorset and his team) faced the 
challenge of adding something to 
Ferguson’s tally of 742. At the end of a 
gruelling day the “something” proved 
to be just two extra lambs (744) for 
the Donegal man after five failed to 
meet the satisfaction of the judges. 
Ivan’s approved runs were 187, 189, 
187 and 182.

The following day, attention turned to Te Hape Station 
at Benneydale, and Kerri-Jo Te Huia’s attempt to better the 
women’s record of 470 in eight hours set by Ingrid Baynes 
of Wairoa three years ago. And while Te Huia might have 
been quietly confident of her ability to catch Baynes, she 
also held realistic hopes of becoming the first woman to 
put 500 lambs through the porthole. 

And though successive morning runs of 124 had her 
well ahead of Baynes, they had her agonisingly short of 
the personal goal. All that changed with a splendid 133 
after lunch and 126 for good measure following afternoon 
smoko for a flawless 507 and none rejected by the judges.

Then came the most ambitious challenge of the year – or 
many years – when Stacey Te Huia and Sam Welch on 18 

January set themselves to challenge the 
1335 adult sheep shorn in eight hours 
by Darin Forde and Wayne Ingram 
back in 1996. While Te Huia had 
busied himself with successful tallies 
in the past, for Welch it was his first 
such attempt. As the day transpired, 
Welch’s lack of experience in chasing 
big dreams never became evident. 
The pair revealed how they had gone 
through school together and when 
Stacey decided he wanted a partner 
for the two-stand, he didn’t take long 
to decide that his mate would be the 

man to do the job.
Shortly after 5.00pm in a speech of thanks, Te Huia (674, 

Welch 667) identified three key factors in record chasing 
– opportunity, preparation and support. Their runs of 292 
before breakfast and 261, 262, 265 and 261 (1341) in the 
shorter stints provided ample testament to the quality of 
preparation and support that had preceded their making the 
most of the opportunity at Te Hape. (Des Williams)

Photos: Top left: Stacey Te Huia and Sam Welch; right: 
Dean Te Huia and Kerri-Jo Te Huia; centre: Ivan Scott.

New World Records
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By Roger Leslie
I noted with interest the mention 
of Bill Morton in the August 2011 
edition of Shearing and his invention 
of the sheep dip and drafting gate in 
the 1840s. In New Zealand we can 
shear all year without ever concerning 
ourselves with a drafting 
gate. The sheep are presented 
to us in nice tidy catching 
pens (mostly) and the issue 
of separating one line from 
another only comes home to 
us when they haven’t been.  
As a shearer I was on a lot 
of farms and saw a lot of 
drafting gates. Being a farmer 
as well, I was more interested 
than most in the science of 
the good ones. I’ve seen 
some excellent examples and 
I’ve seen farmers jumping on 
their hats because the sheep 
wouldn’t ‘run’. I couldn’t 
wait to build a set of yards myself and 
test my theories out. Some worked, 
some didn’t but I could always beat 
my hat back into shape.

When I went to Germany I became 
interested afresh because I would 
frequently become embroiled in 
the drafting, if for no other reason 
than to speed up the whole business.  
Most German shepherds assemble 
temporary pens for shearing and 
other assorted activities that require 
incarceration. These mostly consisted 
of wooden hurdles about four metres 
long and an endless supply of bale 
string.  Equipment was a few pins 
made of 20ml reinforcing rod and 
a 2kg hammer.  The bale string was 
never tied to be undone and this 
delicate operation is achieved with 
wild slashes from the ever-present 
pocket knife. Only a fool unties 
something that can be cut.

The drafting arrangement tended to 
be the pride and joy of every shepherd, 
the pivot of the yards and the secret to 
whether the shearing day would last 9 
hours or 15. Like working with rugby 
referees, great offence can be taken 
if suggestions for improvements are 
hinted at or dissent shown. Things 
like reducing the size of the forcing 
pen to something under a hectare, or 
considering not having a live electric 
net on one side of the forcing funnel. 

the shade until you hear the sound of 
the gate pin being hammered in, or the 
generator starting up. 

Experience has taught me it is rarely 
a good idea for a shepherd to have his 
wife or daughter as part of the forcing 
team. On one occasion, which typified 

many others, a shepherd’s 
wife who had up until then 
been a model of the domestic, 
rural Hausfrau, was called 
out to assist. Although she 
could hand out noise and 
pain with the best of them, it 
inevitably ended badly when 
she deserted her post before 
the pen was fully drafted.  

Apparently she didn’t like 
any of the names he had 
called her and she headed off, 
stiff with outrage muttering 
“scheisskopf” at him as she 
went. The situation didn’t 
improve when she got a 

shock off the electric fence as she left. 
This outcome also required a trip down 
to the Imbiss for our lunch. Things 
had magically returned to normal by 
Arbendessen and the drafting incident 
was not mentioned again, nor did she 
help in the yard again.

The first time I saw a proper drafting 
gate in Germany I couldn’t believe my 
eyes. All the ingredients were there; a 
forcing pen, fixed-width race, two-
metre hinged gate and egress facing 
pasture and light. Inevitably it was that 
of a foreigner and when I mentioned it 
to a more traditional chap I knew, he 
shook his head sadly and said, “Those 
bloody Hollanders, they think they 
know everything! The old ways are 
never good enough for them!”   

The Morton invention, German style.

Old way the only way in Germany
The fact is often lost that sheep require 
motivation to move cleanly through 
a race.  Sheep need fear of what’s 
behind or desire of what’s ahead.  

The ‘fear of the rear’ is divided into 
sound, physical pain or a combination, 
and these can be equally well delivered 

by a horde of well-armed underlings 
or a pack of wild dogs. The ‘led by 
what’s ahead’ sheep are driven by 
hunger, greed or an inbred desire to 
follow the sheep in front. You might 
think that’s all rather simple, but in 
Germany, if it’s not ‘the way we’ve 
always done it’ then you’re up against 
it (and some can trace their particular 
brand of stupidity back before the 
Hun uprising around AD 400). 

The accepted norm is a variable-
width race made of two hurdles.  The 
variable part is controlled by the 
drafter using his spare hand to shift 
the inside gate in response to the 
needs of the sheep movement. This 
also allows an animal to be trapped 
there should she require a beating 
with the ever-present cane crook. The 
drafter however, often doesn’t have a 
spare hand because the drafting gate, 
which has its divisive end between the 
other two, is about four metres long, 
hinged only by string and weighing 
around 25 kgs.

When things are running well, and 
to be fair that’s quite a bit of the time, 
it’s slick to watch but when it isn’t 
you can take one of two options. Help. 
This may involve more unpleasantness 
about the setup, or a permanent rift in 
your ongoing relationship. The other 
option, taken more and more by me as 
I get older, is go and have a sleep in 

Reliable staff required. We offer  top 
rates, accommodation, meals and 
transport. Give us a call.

Dave or Jane Gard
03 436 0112 - 0272 947 652

Kurow
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Blood Sweat and Shears 
This DVD production is sub-titled “The gritty reality of 
sheep shearing”, to which one might add “UK style”. The 
cover notes point out that farmers, for centuries, have 
gathered their flocks at the start of every summer to harvest 
the fleeces. “Today a large proportion of Britain’s wool 
crop is harvested by highly skilled contractors, known 
simply as sheep shearers. But what exactly DO they do?”

That’s the question that Second Sight Productions 
sets out to answer during the course of this 95-minute 
documentary. We meet a team of five, led by gang leader 
Sam Bevins, who has a veteran, intermediate and junior 
shearer with him as well as Georgina, the “woolwrapper”.

We follow the team over a period of time, during which 
they visit a variety of farms (Leicestershire) where they set 
up portable stands and shear flocks numbering a few to a 
few hundred. They get plenty of practice at setting up and 
dismantling their trailers, with maybe three different farms, 
considerable distance apart, on the agenda some days.

As a self-described “fly on the wall” documentary, you 
really do get an excellent understanding of the “gritty 
reality” and the shearing humour that does so much to 
preserve sanity when the times get tough.

If you’ve been to the UK shearing, this production will 
provide many familiar reminders about the way things 
are done northern hemisphere style. If you are young and 
busting your gut to get over there and have a crack, it could 
be just the introduction you need on what may lie ahead of 
you. Copies available at $NZ40.00 plus postage from: 
info@secondsightproductions.co.uk 

Did your driver have one for the road? 
Good luck getting all the way home!

Running Time 95 mins – 16:9 widescreen

Call UK on +44 (0)1621 817114 or visit 
www.secondsightproductions.co.uk

or order by post in sterling from


Discover the Gritty Reality of 
Sheep Shearing on DVD...


inc P&P

from UK

SEE TRAILER ONLINE!



Pullin Shearing of Rolleston recently arranged for the New 
Zealand Drug Detection Agency (NZDDA) to conduct a 
randon drug test among its staff. The following summary 
appeared in Pullin Shearing’s team newsletter: 

“The big white drug van turned up. One crew was selected 
and people tested. You were all part of history. To the best 
of my knowledge, that drug and alcohol test was the first 
structured random testing of any shearing business in New 
Zealand. 

“Get used to it. It is going to happen again. It won’t happen 
in that format but Russell and Ash from NZDDA are up and 
down the road all the time and they will be dropping in 
for a cup of coffee and a chat when the crews leave in the 
morning and perhaps do the odd drug test. 

“As per our drug and alcohol policy, all accidents/injuries 
requiring medical (doctor or hospital) treatment could be 
subject to a drug test. New employees could be subject to 
pre-employment drug testing. For those of you who are 
worried whether or not you will pass a drug test, you are 
now on notice that we will do it again.  The results of the 
drug test is confidential between NZDDA, the employee 
and Pullin Shearing Ltd. 

 “It is no one else’s business and the actions after that drug 
test is decided on by the management of Pullin Shearing.  
Job termination is one option.”

In Pullin Shearing’s client newsletter, Russell Scott from 
NZDDA commented as follows: “Pullin Shearing have 
taken the initiative and introduced drug and alcohol testing 
into their business. They recently introduced random 
testing and have also extended this to pre-employment, 
post-incident and reasonable grounds testing. This reflects 
their commitment to making the shearing industry a safer 
and more worker-friendly environment. Similar moves 
within the forestry sector  over recent years has resulted in a 
remarkable turnaround in productivity amongst its workers 
and a significant reduction in the number of accidents and 
serious injuries requiring time off  and/or ACC claims.

“There is no doubt that drug testing is a serious matter 
in any industry and it will no doubt benefit the shearing 
industry significantly. Drug use can give rise to high 
absenteeism, low productivity (employees using drugs will 
be one-third less productive than non-abusing employees), 
and international statistics also show that drug or alcohol 
use is identified in 40% of work place fatalities. We are 
committed to helping the New Zealand shearing industry 
and for Barry and his team to achieve a safe and hazard 
(drug) free work place.

“The NZDDA is the country’s leading provider of drug 
and alcohol policy development, education and onsite drug 
and alcohol testing services.”

Barry, Trisha and the Team at Pullin Shearing challenge 
other shearing businesses in New Zealand to stand up and 
take a firm line on drug and alcohol abuse in our industry. 
Many say that if we test our people working in the sheds no 
one will pass and you won’t be able to generate crews. To 
which Barry states emphatically: ‘That is bull shit.’  

The Big White Van ... 
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NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association Inc

New members welcome. Join now!

Keep abreast with the new rates and changes in legislation.
National President: Barry Pullin. Tel 03 347 8970. Email: shearing@xtra.co.nz

National Secretary: Cheryl Christie, PO Box 11, Ashhurst.Tel 027 263 7634: Fax 06 326 8041
E-mail contactus@nzshearing.co.nz

By Brigitte Marulli de Barletta
It was a proud day for seventeen-
year-old Josh Harman when he took 
home the title of Top Taratahi Shearer 
for 2011 following the end-of-year 
competition on 2 December. Over 
one hundred students and staff turned 
out to cheer on friends and fellow 
competitors at Taratahi Agricultural 
Training Centre’s woolshed during a 
hot Wairarapa afternoon.  

“It’s been a great year, I’ve learnt 
heaps and there’ve been so many 
good things happen – this is just the 
best!” Josh said.  

He left his Auckland school last 
year and spent his first year away 
from home studying the full-time 
Taratahi Certificate in Agriculture, 
at the Training Centre’s Wairarapa 
Campus. “I’ve always wanted to get 
into farming, I love shearing and 
winning this cup is the best.”  

Taratahi has been offering agri-
cultural training from its Wairarapa 
Campus for over ninety years. Thirty-
three first year students took a crack 
at the title for 2011, with some stiff 
competition clearly evident.  Shearing 
Tutor Graeme Fair, known as ‘Grizz’ to 
staff and students alike, had patiently 
developed the animal handling and 
shearing skills of these young farmers 
throughout the year. “There’s a lot to 
learn, it’s not all about strength. And 
it’s definitely not all about speed: 
learning to hold the animal correctly, 

keeping your feet in a good position 
and making some good first blows 
will all pay off with a job well done 
at the finish.

“We’re teaching our students how to 
do the job right – the annual shearing 
competition is a highlight for our 
‘sheep’ students at the end of a year of 
learning a huge range of skills.  It is a 
busy shearing time so the students get 
the opportunity for plenty of practice 
before the event and they are really 
competitive, girls as well as boys!”

Golden Shears judges Graham 
McNae and Graham (Sam) Saunders, 
both with many years of shearing 
experience behind them, judged 
this year’s competition. Saunders 
presented the four finalists and the top 
female shearer’s prizes and declared 
this to be the best demonstration 
of skill he has seen at the Training 
Centre’s woolshed, attributing the 
quality to the dedication of Taratahi’s 
shearing tutors under the leadership of 
Senior Tutor, Nigel Tomlin.  

Testing day at Taratahi: From left: Grizz Fair (shearing tutor), Moana Nuku, Josh 
Harmon, Brett Harpin, Mick Morison and Graham (Sam) Saunders (judge).

Tops at Taratahi
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Matson Shearing Ltd
PO Box 7125, Wanganui 4541

Motivated and reliable staff wanted. 
Busy main shear and second shear run. 

Good food and top class accommodation.

Phone Lee : 06 344 5224
Mob. 0274 425 443

Letters
The Editor
Shearing magazine

Re Vol 26 No. 3 November 2010
I am a firm believer it is never too 
late to change anything that is worth 
changing and I am referring to page 
32 of the above magazine. But firstly, 
why has it taken me so long to write? 
Simple explanation, pages 32 and 33 
of my copy were stuck together, blame 
the printer or me, it does not matter. 
Let’s attack the issue.

Long ago and far away: To Neil 
Loveland, who wrote that story, I 
deliver this message. I hope you feel 
proud of your performance in Australia 
and the description of your exploits. If 
you were my son I would be absolutely 
disgusted at your exploits and trust 
that Mike the Union man might have 
knocked a bit of common sense into 
your top three inches.

My experiences in Australia have 
been the exact opposite, even if 
they were back in the 1960s. I look 
back with pride on what I learned in 
Australia (Queensland) in some of the 
biggest sheds in the State. The friends 
I made, journeys travelled in dust and 
mud, stories untold, pressing at Mount 
Margaret, learner’s pen at Thylangra, 
the list goes on and on – maybe a story 
for a later date.

Maybe you could simply say when 
in Rome do as the Romans do, and our 
industry would have great tales to pass 
on to our young people that inspire 
them to enjoy shearing, and not create 
friction as described on page 32 of the 
November 2010 edition.

Yours faithfully
Lawrence Tyree, Timaru
(Also see editorial page 3)

By Des Williams
It is no surprise that Laurie Keats 
MNZM has finally written a book. 
(After all, some clever spark predicted 
22 years ago that he would eventually 
do so!) Nor is it any surprise that the 
profit from sales will be donated to the 
Shear History Trust in Masterton for 
spending on the Wool Shed Museum, 
of which Laurie was the guiding light 
in its establishment. 

Such a generosity of spirit may be 
regarded as one of the hallmarks of 
Mr Keats, foundation member of the 
Golden Shears International Shearing 
Society.

The book is entitled A Lucky Life 
– Farming and Shearing Around the 
World. And while Laurie claims in the 
opening pages to have been “lucky 
all his life”, former Masterton mayor, 
Bob Francis suggested in launching 
the book that Laurie had made things 
happen in his own life, rather than let 
things happen or watch things happen 
or rely on luck.

The early chapters of the book 
cover Laurie’s growing up years on a 
Wairarapa farm, his involvement with 
Young Farmers Club and the shearing 
competitions and events that led to 
the first Golden Shears being held at 
Masterton in 1961.

With a dramatic change in personal 
circumstances including divorce 
from his first wife Dinah, Laurie 
found himself in the 1980s with a 
new lifestyle to develop and he went 
overseas, shearing, for what was 

Book Review
going to be a short stint. Such was 
the enjoyment he received from that 
initial excursion that his occupation 
changed to itinerant shearer for the 
best part of the next decade. The 
bulk of this 187-page memoir is 

then devoted to chronicles of those 
overseas travels to France, Corsica, 
Ireland and the United Kingdom, 
Poland, Scandanavia, behind the 
“Iron Curtain” (Russia, Yugoslavia, 
Hungary), Saudi Arabia, the United 
States and the Falkland Islands, just 
after the war beteen Argentina and 
England in 1982.

Laurie has therefore been to many 
countries that other overseas excurs-
ionists have not, and the stories are 
highly entertaining because of that.

This is a compulsory addition to all 
shearing book libraries!

Forde Shearing Ltd
Southland

Staff required for new 
season.  For all 

enquiries please phone 
Darin or Julie

0272 297 760 or
03 235 8853
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We have vacancies for professional 
shearers, shedhands and pressers to 
staff our Ashburton-based shearing run. 
We offer excellent accommodation, 
top pay rates and steady, year-round 
work with busy main-shear and pre-
lamb runs.

Phone: Office 03 302 7541; 
Grant Smith 0272 413  010 

Southland
Available for shearing, 

crutching and 
lamb crutching

Shearers and woolhandlers 
required. Great working 
environment, excellent 

accommodation

Phone Bill or Sharon
03 203 7052 or 027 628 3830

No seatbelt?   No chance.   Little sympathy!

Obituary
Robin Middleton
As a shearer, and particularly as a 

shearing instructor, Robin Middleton 
had a rare talent.  Always a gentleman, 
well spoken and with an engaging 
personality, he not only managed to 
teach one of agriculture’s greatest 
skills, but he also left his pupils feeling 
that he was their personal mentor.

There will be many young and not 
so young shearers all over the world 
who would be present today to pay 
their respects if they were able to.  
Sometimes, the boys’ appreciation 
was expressed in a material form.  
Once as he was leaving a large group 
of devoted young shearers up the 
coast, north of Gisborne, one of them 
leaned in the window and told him 
that they had put a wee “thank you” in 
the boot of the car.  

Rob was expected to meet other 
senior staff in Napier that evening 
for a function and was cutting it fine 
to get there on time. On arrival at the 
venue he opened the boot to find that 
the “thank you” from the boys was a 
bag of NZ Green (cannabis).  He then 
looked up to see Sandy Cassie, our 
CEO from Head Office in Wellington 
approaching and offering to help 
him unload the boot, seeing he was 
running late. Needless to say the boot 
was shut very smartly and Robin had 
some very anxious hours, until he 
later managed to jettison the “thank 
you” parcel under one of the bridges 
on the way home!  

As a Cantabrian, Rob was able to 
shear fine wool sheep, which is always 
a help when dealing with shearers 

who are constantly travelling, both 
nationally and internationally.

Rob’s people skills always stood 
him in good stead when faced with the 
stresses of managing  youngsters who 
could sometimes have a very cavalier 
attitude to  stock and property in sheds 
owned by demanding farmers.

 Rob was a gifted instructor and a 
key member of our [Wool Board] team 
for twelve years. He was a particularly 
good pattern shearer and with his 
engaging personality made a huge 
P.R. contribution to the reputation of 
the training scheme. 

The wool harvesting workforce is 
probably the worlds’ most cosmo-
politan and well travelled and if 
it were not so, few of the world’s 
woolgrowers would get their sheep 
shorn.   The presence of many leaders 
in the industry, today, is a fitting 
testament to Rob Middleton’s talents.
(Robin Kidd, eulogy notes, June 2011.)

Robin Middleton, died 19 June 2011

Evan Jones of the Falkland Islands 
was a first-time visitor to New Zealand 
ahead of the world championships to 
gain some experience on strong-wool 
breeds (as well as the climate and way 
of life) before representing his country 
(together with Lee Molkenbuhr) in 
the shearing world individual and 
teams’ contests at Masterton. The pair 
finished fifth in the world teams’ final.
The 26-year-old fine wool specialist 
is pictured below, making the most of 
practice opportunities at the Tectra 
training day for overseas competitors 
held near Massey in February.

 Ainsley Shearing Co.
Central Otago

 * We have an excellent pre-lamb run
 * We employ quality-conscious   
  people
 * If you perform, work continuity  
  is guaranteed

Phone Daryl or Toni on

o3 445 0403
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ADRIAN COX 
SHEARING LTD

has vacancies for 
experienced shearers 

and shedhands for 
stayout work on his 
fine wool run based 

in South 
Canterbury.

Excellent working 
conditions.

Give Adrian a 
call today!

Tel 03 614 7811

This picture was taken on Wellington Anniversary Monday, 23rd January 2012, at Upokongaro just out of Wanganui, where 
the Matson Shearing Crew and supporters gathered to raise funds (by shearing 1100 sheep) for the family of Chris Hina, who 
passed away suddenly on 14th December 2011. “Uncle Chris” [inset photo], as everybody referred to him, was a wonderful 
man, a great shearer / presser who is sadly missed by his family and the whole Matson Shearing gang. R.I.P Uncle Chris xxx.” 
Back row from left to right: Graham Metekingi, Nick Kumeroa, Rachel Potaka, Cinnamon, Chase Kumeroa, Rongomau, David 
Te Awa, Alfie Griffiths, Shinnelle, Roxanne Ditchfield, Sonny Kumeroa, Teherenga Wright, Amy Hina, Dan Thompson, Taylor 
Hina, Thomas Hina, James Metekingi, Pomare Hapeta–King, Arlin Rapana, Jermaine King, Dean Kumeroa, Keri King. 
Front Row: Ruby Christansen, Woody Firman, Ian Firman, Rob Thompson, Justice Metekingi, John Firman, Jack Firman, 
Pipiana Hina-Thompson, Kristie Matson, Michelle Metekingi, Dannielle Lord, Keane Metekingi, Lee Matson (Contractor) & 
grandson, Leighton Matson. Inset: Chris Hina. (From Kerianna King and Alfie Griffiths.)

Resident woolhandlers at Golden Shears World Championships. Back left: Hana 
“Missy” Riddell, Anna Rimene, Josie Reiri-Rongonui. Front left: Jackie Kopua, 
Dorothy “Marky” Munn, Mereana “Bo” Paku-Clark, Dardi Stuart, Tangiora 
“Bully” Stewart and Rewa Walker. Awesome mahi, wahine ma!
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Just like this, says Chris

Tua Shearing
Eketahuna

A great place for good 
people to work!

Work all year round ...
shear more sheep ... 

work in good sheds ...
spend less time travelling ...

   good meals and accommodation ...
  part of a friendly, professional team ...

Contact Motu on 06 375 8488
or Lionel on 06 376 7877

or via our website

www.tuashearing.com

By Margaret Forde
Former King Country shearer Chris Lascelles, now US-
based, dropped by for his first shearing shed visit in 
16 years; living proof you can take a shearer out of the 
shed, but never the shearer out of a shearer. At a horse 
stud somewhere between Cambridge and Hamilton, Chris 
pulled on Edsel Forde’s spare pair of shearing trou and, 
in front of his American wife and two (amazed) children, 
breezed his way through two sheep like an old pro.

Chris is originally from Waimiha and worked with us 
as a school-leaver in the King Country during the second 
half of the 1980s. He started as a woolhandler but he very 
quickly got himself onto a stand, shearing fulltime from 
1987-94.  His passion for life and getting on with it was as 
evident then as it is today. Nowdays though, Chris leads a 
profoundly different life.  With his wife Debbi, he is part 
of the senior leadership team at Youth With A Mission’s 
(YWAM) large campus in Tyler, Texas. 

YWAM is an international organisation that trains 
young people to communicate the message of Christianity 
in relevant and practical ways, with a strong emphasis 
on meeting physical needs during times of humanitarian 
crisis. Chris and Debbi frequently lead teams into crisis 
areas and hot spots throughout the world.  

In addition Chris brings leadership to the weekly meetings 
of YWAM Tyler’s 250 staff, as they work with around 700 
students each year in a variety of training schools. Presently, 
he is also overseeing a major expansion of the campus 
facilities as the organisation prepares for the future. Thanks 
for dropping by Chris, Debbi, Hayley and Kip!

Chris Lascelles calls up skills learnt long ago but not forgotten 
as he shears a couple of sheep near Cambridge to show his 
American family how it’s done! (Margaret Forde photo.)
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 OHAI, SOUTHLAND

DARYN & CHARMAINE 
MURRAY

Integrity Shearing giving you 
the respect 
you deserve

TEL 03 225 4605
FAX 03 225 4020
Email: integrity.shr@xtra.co.nz

Freephone 0800 124605
She’s only four-years-of-age, but Angel Spooner of Ashburton 
may already know what she wants to be when she grows up! 
The little woolhandler was pictured doing a neat job at Gary 
Hunt’s shed, near Ashburton.

Doggone apologies, Robbie!
An Australian reader noted the photo at page 33 in our 
November 2011 edition (“originates from over the ditch in 
Dingo Deans territory”) and asked if I had a low opinion of 
Robbie Deans. ‘On the contrary,’ I replied. ‘He’s a former 
All Black fullback of some class, a coach of the highest 
class at provincial and Super rugby level, a good bloke 
of the highest order by all accounts and with his farming 
background, he’s probably shorn a few sheep in his time. I 
even played cricket against him many years ago!’

For the reader’s information I then noted the term had 
come into ‘media use’ on this side of the Tasman not long 
after Robbie had taken up his coaching contract with the 
Australian Rugby Union.  At which point I received a short 
lesson in Australian culture: calling someone a ‘dingo’ is 
just about the ultimate insult. What we Kiwis might call an 
effing mongrel, to keep it in the canine species.

I then discovered a poem about The Dingo by the late 
Aussie writer Keith Garvey (Slowly Sweats the Gun and 
other interesting titles) that ends with the following verse:

Cunning and callous he holds his place
In a culture corrupt and hard
No virtue bright can his wrongs efface
An outcast son of the canine race
Like Cain for his sins disbarred.

So, our apologies, Robbie Deans. Even if your Wallabies 
do come over and thrash the All Blacks some time in the 
future, you’ll never again be described as a dingo in this 
magazine! (Ed.)

Old friends and adversaries catching up at Golden Shears: 
top Colin MacGregor (Scotland) and John McBride 
(Taranaki). Above: 1980 world championship finalists, Tom 
Wilson (Scotland) and John Conlan (Australia).
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Congratulations to our National Certificate Recipients

Why train with Tectra?
Tectra, New Zealand’s largest wool harvesting trainer, 
holds the contract with Agriculture ITO (AgITO) to 
deliver shearing and wool handling training nationally 
and has over thirty years experience in delivering 
training programmes. We are committed to providing 
world-class training to shearers, wool handlers, 
classers and pressers. 

To find out more about the course schedule in your 
area contact your local Regional Training Manager 
or call us free on 0800 350 035 or visit our website 
www.tectra.co.nz.

National Operations Manager
Gavin Rowland (Christchurch) (03) 353 9294 or 027 
432 5450. Email: gavin.rowland@tectra.co.nz
 

Our Regional Training Managers
David Long (Palmerston North) looks after all Wool 
Handling and Modern Apprentices in the North Island.  
Call David on (06) 357 1321 or 027 490 0749.

Robyne Murray (Alexandra) looks after all Modern 
Apprentices for the South Island, and Wool Classing. 
Call Robyne on (03) 448 7901 or 027 581 8144.
Dean Te Huia (Te Kuiti) looks after Northland, 
Waikato, Taranaki and the Bay of Plenty.  Call Dean on 
(07) 878 7666 or 027 495 0601. 
Bill Hale (Takapau) looks after the North Island’s East 
Coast and the Hawke’s Bay regions. Call Bill on (06) 
843 3187 or 027 492 8979.
Ian Hopkirk (Palmerston North) looks after 
Wanganui, the Manawatu and Wairarapa regions. Call 
Ian on (06) 353 2965  or 027 230 6659.
Kevin Hessell (Temuka) looks after Nelson, 
Marlborough, Canterbury, North Otago and West Coast 
regions. Call Kevin on (03) 614 8875 or 027 591 7759.
Chas Tohiariki (Invercargill) looks after Central and 
South Otago and the Southland regions. Call Chas on 
(03) 235 2787 or 027 246 5538.

Wool Handling Training Manager
Huia Whyte-Puna (Christchurch) looks after all the 
South Island Wool handlers and Pressers. Call Huia on 
(03) 339 4472 or 027 452 4600.

National Certificate in 
Wool Handling Level 2

Alannah Crowley, Anthony 
Karehana, Ashley King, Chad 
Bailey, Cheri Peterson, Chrystal 
Farr, Cory Cartston, Hayley 
Wards, Jemma McKay, Joanne 
Salvation, Kate Hurley, Kayley 
Holmes, Keoni Ngarangione, 
Michelle Kui, Muriwai Paul, 
Ngakeiha Harmon, Patricia 
Hesketh, Rachael Lawrence, 
Robert Thompson, Ronda 
Kiu, Sarah Grogan, Shane 
Hosking, Sierra Harawira, 
Sue McCarthy, Toni Marsden, 
Walter Edmonds.

National Certificate in 
Wool Handling Level 3

Angela Herewini, Ataneta 
Puna, David Ropiha, Irirangi 
Nuku, James Tumarae, Juliette 

Lyon, Katrice Greening, Pirihira 
Hamiora, Rossie Kopua, Sharon 
Sciascia, Te Atawhai Nunn, Te 
Awhina Hokianga, Tina Elers, 
Ursula Taiaroa.

National Certificate in 
Wool Handling Level 4

April Longstaff, Bridgette McMullan, 
Erana Smith, Fiona Christensen, 
Martha Marshall, Megan Thomas, 
Rahna Watson-Paul, Sarah Keast, 
Sonia Pablecheque.

National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Fine 

Wool Level 2 
Hemi Paniora, Pera Davies, 
Ian Muldrew, Roger Mortimer, 
Shane Hosking. 

National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Fine 

Wool Level 3 
Shanon Kendrick. 

National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Fine 

Wool Level 4
Bronson Tapatu.

National Certificate in 
Blade Shearing Level 2

Christopher Gullidge, Robin 
Ngatai. 

Partners in Wool 
Harvesting Training
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National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Level 4 
Andrew Duncan, Benjamin 
Smith, Blair Foster, Daryl 
Ruston, David Murphy, Hayden 
Hill, Michael Ferguson, Samuel 
MacDonald, Scott Nichol, 
Stacey Te Huia, Te Weita 
Thompson, Thomas Stilwell.

National Certificate in 
Blade Shearing Level 3

John Nicholls, Michael Carter.

National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Level 3

Aaron Webster, Gordon Thomson, 
Gregory White, Jimmie Ngamoki, 
Kelly Jones, Leo Joseph, Mark 
Bishop, Peter Spilman, Phil Cleland, 

Richard Watson, Robin Dwyer, 
Steven Bool, William Algie. 

National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Level 2

Amon Tai, Anthony McAtamney, 
Gary Mita, Graeme Grant, 
Hendrix Ponga, Jarmen Foster-
Brook,  Kev in  Jones ,  Lee 
Rongonui, Michael Waata, Paul 
Clemens, Peter Hey, Russell 
Marsh, Thomas Borell, Tyson 
Grant, William Westgarth.

TECTRA LIMITED : CERTIFICATE IN WOOL TECHNOLOGY
The Certificate in Wool Technology is an extramural tertiary-level course for people interested in the 
production, harvesting and preparation of wool.  This two-year programme develops the knowledge and 
skills needed to supervise clip preparation in the shearing shed and to class wool in the shed or store. 

Who should do the course?: Anyone wanting to understand wool and the wool industry in New Zealand 
will find the Certificate in Wool Technology extremely valuable. Students come from a wide array of 
backgrounds - leading wool handlers, farmers, wool brokers and people working in the wool marketing 
and processing industries have completed this internationally recognized qualification.

How is the programme run?: The course is a two-year, part time programme consisting of papers taught 
extramurally through study guides and assignments. Practical block courses are held in both the North 
and South Islands and those students who select to do the Wool Classing module undertake considerable 
in-shed practical work. On successful completion of the certificate you will be offered automatic entry 
into the NZ Wool Classers Association.

What’s new?: In response to industry demand, we have developed a Wool Classing Module that will 
allow leading wool handlers to focus their programme on wool classing.  This has a strong practical 
component that involves trainees working alongside mentors in live-classing situations.  This allows you 
to learn the business alongside industry professionals. 

Aligned to equivalent Australian qualification: An added benefit for people graduating with the Wool 
Technology classing qualification is the opportunity to have your classing stencil endorsed in Australia.  
This requires a short bridging course to get you qualified to class wool in Australia.

Registration: Applications for enrolment are open now so don’t delay!

Funding: Ministry of Social Development student loans are available. Contact StudyLink on 0800 889 
900 to discuss your entitlement. You may be entitled to a training incentive allowance from Work and 
Income New Zealand. Contact your Case Manager to discuss your entitlement.

To enrol, or for more information, contact: Laurie Boniface, Manager Industry Studies, Tectra Limited. 
Tel: (06) 350 2304 : Mob: (027) 433 8925 : Email: laurie.boniface@tectra.co.nz 

Partners in Wool 
Harvesting Training
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McCONACHIE 
SHEARING LTD

WINTON

Raelene and Jamie are just a 
phone call away for all your 

shearing needs.

We also encourage our staff to 
improve their skills through 

shearing sports competitions.

Tel 03 236 9987
Mob 0274 336 477

JEFF DORSET
S H E A R I N G

R O T O R U A

“We support all that 
is best in shearing.”

DRUG FREE GANGS
TOP RATES

Jeff 0274 920 758
or 07 348 0318

jdorset@reporoa.co.nz

POVERTY BAY 
SHEARING LTD

Makaraka, Gisborne

Top quality shearers 
and shedhands 

wanted. Plenty of work 
from November thru 

to March.

Phone Phill or Tup 

now on 06 867 1125 

Doing it for the Vets
By Elaine Bristol
On 17 December 2011 a gang of shearers gathered at Kyle 
Farms, Avon (New York) to shear 1,149 sheep in a fund-
raising benefit for the Farmer Veteran Coalition. 

The event was organised by the American Sheep Shearers 
Council to honour the people who have served America’s 
emergency services since the terrorist attack on New York 
on 11 September 2001.  The Farmer Veteran Coalition was 
chosen because of the organisation’s work to mobilise the 
food and farming community to create healthy and viable 
futures for America’s veterans. The organisation does this 
by enlisting veterans’ help in building America’s green 
economy, rebuilding rural communities and securing a 
safe and healthy food supply.

Matt Kyle, part owner of Kyle Farms and one of the 
shearers involved, said it was just a good thing to do. “The 
men and women of the military have given so much and it’s 
the least we could do to have this event in their honour.”

Fundraising letters were sent to all members of the 
American Sheep Shearers Council and state sheep 
associations as well as businesses related to the sheep 
industry and businesses in the Avon area. Additionally, 
all shearers donated a portion of their day’s profit to the 
Farmer Veteran Coalition and neighbours and friends 
supported the event.

American sheep producers and sheep shearers are 
dedicated to providing wool that clothes and protects 
United States troops. The United States military is the 
largest domestic consumer of American wool. As the wool 
piled high at Kyle Farms, the warehouse manager from 
Mid-States Wool Growers Cooperative Association, a 
supporting company of the event, was on site to grade it 
before shipping and processing.

Familiar road and almost home. But 
still too soon to relax at the wheel.

Top: American team members Loren Opstedahl and Kevin 
Ford sharpening their shears for the Golden Shears and 
World blades competitions at Masterton last month. Kevin 
is a specialist blade shearer while Loren also competed in 
the machines contests. Above: A quartet of Welsh children 
sharpening their pencils for some “homework” (12,000 miles 
away from home!) From left: Elliw Owen, Beca Jackson, Moli 
Jackson and Siwan Owen - daughters of Welsh blade shearers 
Gareth (and Llinos) Owen and Elfed (and Catrin) Jackson.
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If it’s used in the Shearing Industry
then chances are - we sell it.

Shop online at www.courela.com.au 

Courela Clothing
5 Phillip Street  Ph/Fax: 08 8626 1285
STREAKY BAY
South Australia 5680

Try our new black 
stretch shearing pants

Mike Bool’s blade gang, shearing at The Wolds last November. Back left: Chevy Waihape, Jamie McKeown, Bubbles, 
Terry Mulcahy (wool classer), Steve Bool, Emma Green, Luke Tawhiao, Boss Waihape, Baldy Braid, Mooch Takarangi, 
Mike Bool, Tim Sugrue. Front left: Dallas Gorrie, Jax Wihongi, Fern Ormond, Ashley Joyce, Rana Gorrie and Chevrolet 
(the dog). (Fern Ormond photo.)
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The Taihape-based Mullins gang, shearing lambs at the Te Kumu Station property 
of CR Grace, “out the back of Mataroa” late last year. Back left: Dallas Wipaki, Ma 
Bristol, Paul Tenison, Rochelle Tapp, Tim Wipaki and Junior Mullins (contractor). 
Front left: Katie Casey, Louise Thomas, Te More Steadman, Aaron Herewini, 
Charles Wipaki, Sid Delamear and Chris Haitana. Absent: Monique Thomas and 
Terry-Lee Walker. (Hariata Mullins photo)

Joe, my hero
Joe Te Kapa, was my hero when I 
started out shearing. I remember 
seeing him for the first time at the 
Southern Shears in Gore in 1962.  He 
had a handpiece in each hand and was 
spinning the ferrules as he walked.  
He looked as strong as a gorilla but 
his shearing style was controlled, 
smooth and easy. I remember the 
Show Queen hesitating as she looked 
for a bit of face not covered in hair, 
to kiss, as she bent down to give him 
the congratulatory smooch at the prize 
giving.  The crowd loved it and Joe just 
carried on smiling.  I also remember 
hearing the commentary of the 1966 
Golden Shears final on the ‘wireless’ 
and Godfrey Bowen’s disbelief at Joe 
changing his comb during the event.  
His words were something along the 
line of “and Te Kapa is… what’s he 
doing?  Heavens he’s changing his 
comb, I can’t believe it!” I bet be was 
still smiling though. (Roger Leslie)

“Joe Te Kapa shore down on the 
Falkland Island for quite a few years. 
Instead of taking his gear down and 
bringing it home each time he used 
to just leave it down there. He would 
bury it in a box for while he was gone 
and just dig it up again when he got 
back there each season.” (Ken Pike)

Joe Te Kapa got back to Scotland one 
season and rang his boss to let him 
know the name of the pub where he 
could be picked up. The boss told him 
he would collect him at the end of the 

day. By which time Joe had drunk 
32 pints of Guinness, much to the 
astonishment of the locals. But they 
were even more amazed the following 
day when they learned Joe had been 
out of bed at 4.30am as usual, grinding 
his gear and taking his dog for a walk, 
with no sign of any ill-effects from 
the previous day’s session at the bar! 
(Ken Pike) 

Joe Te Kapa won the crossbred final 
at Alexandra one year and they gave 
him the cup that went with the event, 
but only after being assured that Joe 
would return it in time for next year’s 

event. The next year Joe turned up 
again to have a shear and the officials 
asked him for the silverware. 

He just said “Oh, wait a minute,” 
and rummaged around in the boot 
of his car and found the cup, where 
it had been since the night he won it! 
(Ken Pike)

Joe Te Kapa found work in Western 
Australia for a couple of Putaruru 
shearers one season. He got them over 
there and gave them money to buy a 
car. They never saw him again until 
the end of the season, when they were 
able to pay him back. That was Joe, 
very generous, he’d do anything for 
you. (Ken Pike) 

Lawrence, Otago
Staff required. Meals and 
accommodation supplied.

Call Jock on 
Tel 03 485 9168, or
Mob 0274 337 813
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NZ Championships (29-31 March 2012)
Shearing:
Tui/Can Am NZ Open: John Kirkpatrick, Napier, 57.552 1; Rowland 
Smith, Ruawai, 58.323 2; Dion King, Napier, 58.324 3; David Fagan, 
Te Kuiti, 60.954 4; David Buick, Pongaroa, 63.932 5; Darin Forde, 
Invercargill, 67.084 6.
Lister/Harvey World Travel NZ Shears Circuit: Nathan Stratford, 
Invercargill, 79.639 1; James Fagan, Te Kuiti, 79.707 2; John 
Kirkpatrick, Napier, 81.914 3; Angus Moore, Ward, 83.055 4; Jerome 
McCrea, Whanganui, 83.706 5; David Fagan, Te Kuiti, 89.915 6.
Tectra North Island Shearer of the Year: Dion King, Napier, 55.075 1; 
Rowland Smith, Ruawai, 55.164 2; John Kirkpatrick, Napier, 56.230 
3; David Fagan, Te Kuiti, 57.598 4; Jerome McCrea, Whanganui, 
59.896 5; Gavin Mutch, Scotland, 60.642 6.
Bayer/Farmlands Senior: Tysson Hema, Waipukurau, 49.492 1; 
Wi Poutu Ngarangione, Gisborne, 52.480 2; Jack Fagan, Te Kuiti, 
54.010 3; Hemi Braddick, Eketahuna, 54.471 4; Shaun Mathieson, 
Riverton, 54.598 5; Corey Mifsud, Australia, 56.295 6.
Coopers Intermediate: Bryce Guy, Kaeo, 37.550 1; Sarah Goss, 
Kimbolton, 39.763 2; Cody Beck, Taumarunui, 41.229 3; Mario 
Taumata, Taumarunui, 42.893 4; Fraser Quinlivan, Feilding, 43,312 
5; Michael Rolston, Levin, 44.775 6.
Supershear Junior: Charlie Guy, Kaeo, 33.546 1; Andrew Leith, 
Dipton, 36.274 2; Catherine Mullody, Tiniroto, 36.307 3; Adam 
Morton, Wairoa, 36.494 4; Sam Brooks, Piopio, 36.621 5; Michael 
Herlihy, Stratford, 38.131 6.
Tui/FMG Novice: Tegwyn Bradley, Woodville, 25.944 1; Josh 
Balme, Te Kuiti, 28.370 2; Holly Granich, Matawai, 34.913 3; Neil 
Bryant, Levin, 36.446 4; Kevin Whitehead, Piopio, 40.906 5; Jamie 
Haupoaia, Aria, 44,363 6.

Woolhandling:
Elders Primary Wool/Ballance NZ Open: Sheree Alabaster, Taihape, 
100.37 1; Veronica (Ronnie) Goss, Kimbolton, 105.16 2; Joel Henare, 
Gisborne, 107.07 3; Lisa Fagan, Te Kuiti, 122.87 4; Monica Potae, 
Tokomaru Bay, 161.84 5.
Muster Sports Bar Senior: Kim Sowry, Eketahuna, 97.04 1; Peggy-
Sue Tohengaroa, Aria, 137.13pts, 2; Natalie Collier, Kihikihi, 169.78 
3; Rangi Roycroft, Piopio, 174.19 4; Nelly Ruki, Kawhia, 195.85 5.
Cydectin/Pfizer Junior: Stevie-Latoya Mason-Smallman, Taihape, 
80.22 1; Willz Marshall, Waikaretu, 95.16 2; Tara Chapman, Matiere, 
110.53 3; Ngaire Puha, Kimbolton, 135.10 4; Ahotaiewa Broughton, 
Kakahi, 153.13 5.  

Shearing and Woolhandling:
Inter-Island: North Island (David Fagan, John Kirkpatrick, Rowland 
Smith, Sheree Alabaster, Dallas Mihaere, Ronnie Goss) 258.8;  beat 
South Island (Darin Forde, Nathan Stratford, Angus Moore, Tia 
Potae, Ratapu Paikea, Rocky Hape-Taite) 271.

Proud to support N.Z. Shearing Magazine

We require staff July-October and January-May
Accommodation, travel and meals provided

Good attitude towards work and our clients essential
Reliable work and weather patterns in Central Otago

Employment Agreement based on NZSCA
Work under NZSCA ‘SHEARNZ’ programme

All enquiries welcomed. Contact Peter or Elsie
Tel 03 448 6378 Fax 03 448 9201

Email: elsie@peterlyonshearing.co.nz

Top - flower children of the Sixties, off 
to San Francisco? Nope, just Vanessa 
Te Whata and Fiona Walker (judges)
adding a dash of colour at the NZ 
Champs. Middle - Nathan Stratford off 
to England after winning the NZ Circuit 
final at Te Kuiti. Above: Kim Sowry 
of Eketahuna, off to tell whanau she’s 
just won the NZ senior woolhandling 
championship.
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How It Was
We rode the wild horses, we kissed the wild ladies, we worked the wild lands past the edge of the plains,

Our saddles and bridles and swags were our trademark, boots in the stirrups, hands light on the reins.
Our dogs were our heroes, big barking huntaways, handy dogs, eye dogs with courage and skill,

All part of the saga of Central Otago, wide open spaces and clean tussock hills.
We wandered all over, the rover, the drover, danger no stranger, when rivers ran high,

When trouble came calling we learned the true meaning of friendship and mateship my hill mates and I.
We came down the old trails with mobs for the stock sales, we were wire yards and tin huts and camp oven stew,

We were mule trains and pack horses, oil skins and leggings, swags on the dirt floors and black billy brew.
We were friends to the shearers, we put sheep on the grating when from the warm blocks we brought the ewes home,

They shore for big tallies with fleeces and bellies clipped to the tune of the cutter and comb.

But time has a habit of ringing the changes and up in the ranges our ways were to die,
Where we rode like bandinos to muster merinos up where the high peaks were scratching the sky.

For into our lives came the big 4-wheel drives, motor bikes, quad bikes and bull dozers too,
And the roar of the motors and the smell of the diesel, soon changed forever the peace that we knew.

Now those times are behind us and weekends will find us in some far out pub like the old Danseys Pass,
Or St Bathans , Cardrona and maybe Glenorchy dreaming old dreams with a nose in the glass.

Should you see an old bloke with his rum and his coke, with a yen for a smoke in some quiet country bar,
Don’t shun him, don’t fun him, don’t judge him because he’ll be one of us and he once was a star.

Now we mostly wear glasses and we’re fat in the arses and no ladies make passes, now our best years are gone,
We once played our part in the high country’s heart and our legend and stories will forever live on.

           © Blue Jeans 2012

By Des Williams
There’s an old saying about how you can take the boy (or 
girl) out of the country, but you can’t take the country out 
of the same said youngster. Now we might have young 
Sam Brooks, lately of Piopio, adding some credence to 
the notion that you can also take a genuine city boy and 
successfully add a dollop of country.

Having spent most of his life amidst the hustle of 
Wellington, the bustle of Tauranga and the sheer bedlam 
of Hong Kong, Sam surprised the hell out of his family 
a couple of years ago when, then 19-years-of-age, he 
announced that he wanted to go farming.

“My grandfather, Gerald Spratt had been a farmer in 
the Bay of Plenty, so that might have had something to do 
with my wanting to work on the land,” Sam suggests.

Before long he found himself working at Te Wharua 
Station at Matiere, a Landcorp property managed by 
King Country shearing icon, Alan ‘Mickey’ MacDonald. 
No surprise then, when Sam soon found himself with a 
handpiece in hand, shearing a few sheep.

That led to him having a go at the competitions and 
making novice finals at Ohura and Taranaki Shears 
last season. When Shearing caught up with Sam at the 
Tauranga Shears in January, where he’d just failed to 
qualify for the junior final, he admitted to loving every 
minute of his new life style: “Mickey MacDonald has 
been a huge influence on my new career and I’m now 

Sam Brooks and supporters club at the Tauranga Shears in 
January. From front left, Gerald Spratt (grandfather), Mike 
Clements (step-father), Sam and partner, Paige Cox. Behind 
Sam is his mother, Victoria Brooks.

Real country boy
able to do 200 a day, working for Piopio contractor, Mark 
Barrowcliffe.”

And though he missed the final at Tauranga, Sam soon 
made amends by getting amongst the cash at Taihape, 
Dannevirke, Te Puke, Pukekohe, Taranaki and the New 
Zealand Championships at Te Kuiti.
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Positions available for permanent and 
seasonal staff with good work ethics

Opportunities to upskill for
Shearers, Woolhandlers and Pressers
Good accommodation, Book in now! 

All enquiries to Dion and Gabriela welcome

Email: dmshearing@xtra.co.nz

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Central Otago shearing services 
 
 
DION MORRELL SHEARING LTD. 
 
Alexandra 
Ph. 03 448 9170 
M.   027 630 9081 
 

Jason really started something
By Bernie Walker
Thousands of years ago, according to Greek mythology, a 
youth named Jason sailed with his Argonauts in search of 
a fabulous prize – the Golden Fleece – shorn from a ram 
which had saved the life of a son of the King of Thebes.  
After many trials and hardships, young Jason won the 
prize he was seeking and the Golden Fleece was taken 
back in triumph to Greece.

The same spirit of ambition and searching for perfection 
stamped the pioneering history of sheep breeding in 
Australia.  From the earliest times, Australians were quick 
to realise the value of wool, which became Australia’s 
greatest industry.  

In 1927 a stud sire named David was one of the most 
renowned Merino rams in Australia. He had been bred by 
Sir Frederick McMaster of ‘Dalkeith’ near Cassilis, New 
South Wales, and was the son of a ‘Boonoke’ ram.  He was 
champion strong wool hoggett at the 1926 Sydney Sheep 
Show and returned the following year to take the top award 
for Strong Wool 2-3 year ram.  He was purchased by Mr 
Otway Falkiner of ‘Boonoke North’ (Widgiewa NSW) for 
5000 guineas ($10,500) and named David after Otway’s 
1923 Sydney Cup winner, who was to become a great sire 
of steeplechasers bred by the Falkiners.  

The following year David was Grand Champion Ram 
at the 1928 Sydney Sheep Show. Shorn at ‘Boonoke’ with 
twelve months’ wool he cut 41½lbs (19kgs). David had 
a big influence in the ‘Boonoke’ Stud and was the most 
famous sheep of his day.  At the same time, the racehorse 
David was carrying out great feats and Otway himself was 
very much a public figure.

Harold Crofton Sleigh, founder of the firm of HC Sleigh 
Ltd., pioneered his firm’s petroleum business in Australia 
in 1913 and chose the brand name ‘Golden Fleece’ for 
his firm’s petrol. David the ram was later adopted by HC 

David’s “Golden Fleece”, once a popular brand of petrol 
in Australia. (Image John Sullivan, Euroa)

Sleigh Ltd as the company’s trademark, and represented 
Golden Fleece petroleum products everywhere as a symbol 
of quality and service. No more appropriate trademark and 
tradename could have been found than this Merino ram 
and his Golden Fleece. 

The Golden Fleece Roadhouse was another popular 
business to take advantage of the popular brand. First 
established on the old Hume Highway at the southern 
entrance to Euroa in 1957, the chain grew to more than 
140 such buildings, with an enviable reputation amongst 
the travelling public.

A young shearer thought all his Christmases had come 
at once when the gorgeous young woman sitting next to 
him at the Golden Shears World Championships began 
chatting to him, and told him she was just passing through 
Masterton on her way to the New Zealand Nymphomaniacs 
Anonymous annual general meeting at Pongaroa.
  “The main aim of our meeting this year,” she told him, “is 
to dispel some of the myths about which nationalities of 
men it is that we women find the most sexually attractive.
  “Firstly, the myth that African men are the best endowed 
– it is actually the native North Americans that score top 
in this area; secondly, the myth that Italian men are the 
best lovers – they don’t even come close to the Greeks; 
and thirdly that the upper-class English gentlemen are the 
most charming and seductive to a woman. That too is just 
rubbish – any woman worth her salt will tell you that the 
charming men of Wales are clearly the most seductive.
  “But forgive me,” she said, “here I am rabbiting on about 
all this to you, and I don’t even know your name ...”
  “Tonto Gareth Papadopoulos from Llysfasi,” he replied 
with a smile, “but all my friends just call me Taffy.”
(From an anonymous Welshman!)

JUST CALL ME ...
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Based in Riversdale, Southland

Shearers / Shedhands
Wanted for hard working, 

professional team
Must be honest and reliable

Permanent or Seasonal

Main shear 5 January - mid April
Pre-lamb 1 June to September

Top accommodation
Top pay rates
Paid weekly

Phone:
Roger 03 202 5543  Cell 027 205 2192

Email: southlandwideshearing@xtra.co.nz

Sitting on your bum – hard 
work if you can get it!

The international Occupy Movement, a protest group 
which began in New York with Occupy Wall Street, 
reflects the growing disgust amongst ordinary people over 
the obscene levels of pay in the financial sector.

US hedge fund manager David Tepper, for example, 
reportedly earns up to US$4bn per year.  A shearer on a 
rate of $1.4 per sheep in New Zealand would have to shear 
3,494,571,429 sheep per year to earn the same.

Or, to put it another way, he or she would have to smash 
out over nine million sheep per day, 364 days of the year 
(well, you’d want Christmas day off after that effort, 
wouldn’t you?) That works out at approximately 296 sheep 
per second, and no time for a smoke on the hour.  That man 
deserves a DB.

Stephen Hester, chief executive at the Royal Bank of 
Scotland, earns a trifling £1.2m base salary by comparison 
– but even he would have to pump out an impressive 503 
sheep per hour (for nine hours a day, 364 days a year) if 
he were to attempt to earn his salary donning the tough 
greasy trousers and sweaty singlet.  Reckon he’d manage 
it, anyone?

Hester recently declined his annual bonus (worth nearly 
another £1m on top of his salary) after public and political 
outrage, but not without a fight.  On a radio debate show, 
one of Hester’s cronies argued that he had “one of the 
toughest jobs in the world” and that he frequently had to 
“do very difficult things in his job – like tell people that 
they’re fired”.

Perhaps nurses and doctors, who frequently have to 
break far worse news to people than that they’re being 
fired, might wonder why they aren’t paid a base salary of 
£1.2m per year or more.

Workers in the shearing industry might have something 
to say, too, about the ‘toughest job in the world’!

(Tom Harding)

Avery Just Coasting
Following his successful venture into multi-sports last 
year when he finished third in the two-day Speight’s 
Coast to Coast race across the South Island, champion 
shearer (retired!) Paul Avery has now ticked off the one-
day challenge with equal aplomb.

Third overall in 2011 at his first attempt at the daunting 
mountain run, kayak and cycling traverse of the Southern 
Alps, Waimakariri River and Canterbury Plains, Avery 
this year stepped up to the mark against New Zealand’s 
elite athletes and finished in 19th place, taking 13 hours 
and 47 minutes for the Island crossing.

Avery’s times for the 33km mountain run and the two 
cycling stints (128 km) were improvements on last year 
but he and other competitors lost heaps of time on the 
82km kayak leg because the Waimakariri River water 
level was so low compared to last year, giving very little 
help by way of impetus to the paddlers.

Avery’s two Stratford companions from the 2011 
adventure, Rodney Baldock and Trevor Hepburn again 
tackled the two-day, with Baldock finishing in fourth 
place, all but emulating Avery’s podium finish effort from 
12 months earlier.

And while Avery the Taranaki farmer was merely doing 
something that he’d always wanted to do, other entrants 
in the C2C were motivated by various other factors. One, 
for instance, said he was a “first time competitor, long 
time Speight’s connoisseur.” 

Another reckoned there are no shortcuts to any place 
worth going to. A school principal said tough times don’t 
last but tough people do. James Lynch of Paeroa said 
“he could do with the exercise” and Michael Shand of 
Christchurch suggested it was a helluva way to forget the 
shaking!

Lungi and Rose McGregor of Masterton, enjoying the wool-
pressing action at Golden Shears. Lungi remembers Bing 
Macdonald winning the open in 1962. And while Rose enjoys 
the spectacle, she’s not convinced that shearing is a real sport!
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Shed workers – get protection from 
troublesome wool worm sores 
and abscesses with a pure cotton 
(cambric) ‘Baa Bra’. Looks great, 
available in sizes 32-42 plus. Just 
$45.00 per pair includes postage 
anywhere in New Zealand.

Email: woolaway@yahoo.co.nz
for further information, payment 
option details and to place orders. 
Do it now! Prompt replies and 
service guaranteed. 

©

By Des Williams
Were you there on this famous day? A 
faded photo from Shearing magazine 
archives records the run-by-run tallies 
of Eddie Reidy’s 10-stand gang at 
Poronui Station on 8 January 1979, 
when they shore a combined tally 
of 5557 lambs in nine hours to set 
a world record that apparently still 
stands – unofficially at least.

Ken Pike and John Fagan both 
did 600s that day, with Ken (606) 
ringing the board four ahead of the 
King Country gun. Feilding man 
Dick Hettig posted 584, comfortably 
ahead of Samson Te Whata’s 563. Jeff 
Rountree and Ivan Rosandich shore 
555 each and Jack Dowd was hard on 
their heels with 552.

Jeff Rountree, these days a life-style 
block owner and fencer living on the 
outskirts of Otorohanga, recalls that 
he’d shorn for Eddie in the nearby big 
shed at Lochinver just prior to the day 
at Poronui. 

“It was pretty much just another 
day in the shed, I don’t think anyone 
had done anything special by way 
of preparation for doing a record. I 
remember Ivan [Rosandich] and Jack 
[Dowd] and I were all pretty close 
together on the tally sheet throughout 
the day. I cramped up in the stomach 
later in the day and I think it was 
David Fagan who produced one of 
those energy drinks – Sustagen maybe 
– that were pretty new on the market 
at the time and that helped me to get 
through to the end.”

Ken Pike recalls quite a bit about that 
day. He remembers being on the stand 
next to Mark Boot, and Mark (124) 
being three ahead going to breakfast. 

“I thought to myself that I just needed 
to keep close to Mark during the day 
and I would get him in the end. 

“But Mark actually fell away as 
the morning went on and it was John 
Fagan who emerged as the main 
contender. I think I was five ahead of 
him at afternoon tea, and then Eddie 
Reidy came and asked me how I was 
feeling. I told him I was okay and he 
said, ‘John Fagan is going to have a go 
at you this run.’ I’d probably worked 
that out for myself by then, anyway.”

Then Ken remembers changing his 
first cutter into the last run and it was 
blunt as. He put another on, and it was 
blunt too. Then he noticed there were 
several cutters on his wire “string” that 
had been threaded through a different 
hole to the way he had threaded his 
own. He deduces that someone had 
fished them out of his water bucket in a 
bit of a hurry during afternoon smoko 
and put them back on the string.

“Soon enough, John had got two 

Eddie Reidy’s Gang, Poronui Station, 8 January 1979

Samson Te Whata 119, 108, 113, 112, 111: 563
Brian McDonnell 103, 104,   98,  99,   98: 502
Dick Hettig  118, 117, 121, 120, 108: 584
John Fagan  117, 118, 121, 121, 125: 602
Ken Pike  121, 116, 125, 120, 124: 606 
Mark Boot  124, 111, 103, 104, 104: 546 
Jeff Rountree  115, 110, 110, 114, 106: 555
Ivan Rosandich  115, 104, 108, 110, 118: 555
Jack Dowd  119, 106, 111, 107, 109: 552
Barry Johnston  105,   96,  97,   97,   97: 492
Total lambs shorn:               5557 

back on me, but then I’d got them 
back on the hour and from then on I 
knew I just had to keep him in check. 
I also had a fresh handpiece loaded up 
with comb and cutter on the board for 
that last run, but I didn’t need to use it 
in the end.

Three minutes before 5pm, Ken 
decided to change a cutter – much to 
the surprise of everyone. ‘So what the 
hell was all that about?’ they asked.

“Well, no-one ever put five sheep 
around me in three minutes so I knew 
I was going to win the day and I just 
wanted to finish with composure!”

As well as the cutter incident, Ken 
had his first handpiece seize up just 
a few minutes into the first run that 
morning. He’d left his gear in the 
shed the night before and says it was 
pretty obvious the handpiece had been 
tampered with. He worked on it over 
breakfast but it lasted only a few sheep 
before seizing again. 

“After all these years the only 
conclusion I can come to about the 
gear and handpiece tampering is that 
someone had serious money invested 
on a favourite to ring the shed and it 
clearly wasn’t meant to be me!”

Ivan Rosandich recalls working in 
several of the big Lands and Survey 
sheds along the Napier-Taupo Road, 
including Matea and Kokomoku, and 
he’d done 500s a few times previously 
in his career, but his 555 at Poronui 
proved to be his career-best tally.

“We didn’t do any special training 
for it and it really was just another day 
at the office, except that I did 50 more 
than I’d ever done in a day before!”

Poronui’s big day out, 1979
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DAVIS SHEARING 
CONTRACTING

Covering Otago, Southland and further afield 
from our bases at Gore, Milton and Balclutha

Shearers and shedhands -  we provide excellent 
accommodation and living conditions, clean sheep, 

great sheds, steady work.

We focus on providing top quality shearing and 
wool preparation service for our many clients in 
a competitive but relaxed working atmosphere

Farmers - we have the crew to meet your needs - 
when you want it, how you want it.

Ring Jason - tel 03 418 0824.  
E-mail shara.jason@xtra.co.nz

By Dr Clive Dalton
Getting information to farmers that they could understand 
and use to improve their profits, was the main driving 
force for all of us who worked for the old Ministry of 
Agriculture & Fisheries.  Our ‘Information Section’ was 
staffed by some of the best agricultural journalists, and 
we had radio and TV producers the equal of any in the 
commercial world.

The core for our information flow to farmers was a 
series of fact sheets called AgLinks developed by Geoffrey 
Moss, a former Farm Adviser, especially well respected in 
Taranaki, who headed the Information Section.

Geoff was awarded an Eisenhower Fellowship to America 
and came back with the AgLink idea of getting research 
information from scientists to farmers, horticulturalists 
and their advisers in brief ‘fact sheets’ that were easy to 
read, easy to file – and were free! 

Geoff needed an editor and fortunately found Colin 
Gardner – a Kiwi Sheep and Wool Instructor who had 
come back from working in Australia and needed a job.  
Other top agricultural journalists, editors and people like 
me in the different MAF regions, joined the team, which 
started work in 1969. We sourced topics for AgLinks and 
did the first drafts, which our Head Office editors fixed up 
and got printed.  I jokingly used to say that my favourite 
topics which I got our MAF vets to write (complete with 
photos), were on ‘scrotal mange’ and ‘pizzle rot’.

We ended up with well over 1000 topics, and we printed 
and gave away thousands, which farmers could build up 
into sets on different topics. At one National Fieldays 
our MAF building over four days was dedicated solely to 
giving AgLinks away. The aim was that if a farmer had a 
question – we needed to have an AgLink on it.  We were 
farming’s Google before Google!  Clearly the concept was 
well ahead of its time.

In the days before Google

Dr Clive Dalton “Googles” through his set of Aglinks in 
search of information on scrotal mange!

No need for Google when you’ve got the expert standing right 
beside you! Pauline Bolay of Canada gets some good advice 
from Tony Coster at the Tectra pre-shears course at Massey. 
A shearer for four years, Pauline represented Canada at the 
world championships, together with Cliff Metheral.

A classic example of this was the series on shearing 
sheds and sheep yard designs written by Lindsay Galloway, 
who was the highly respected Sheep & Wool officer in 
Christchurch. You can see the results of Lindsay’s dedication 
to the sheep and wool industry all over New Zealand – and 
especially in the South Island and the Chatham Islands. 
Lindsay is still handing out copies of copies from his set 
today! 

 AgLinks were all dumped in 1989, after a failed attempt 
to charge for them by the ‘new business bureaucrats’ saw 
the end of MAF’s dedicated service to farmers.  All the 
Head Office copies had to go to the Wellington landfill, but 
some of us in the regions pirated a set.

Lindsay’s shearing shed AgLink set are still as relevant 
today as they were when produced, and the only way now 
to get access to them is via my blog woolshed1.blockspot.
com.  The National Library holds an incomplete set.
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By Hog
Last July the Puketoi area said farewell to Tom and Kath 
Fleming, who had managed Owahanga Station for the 
past 23 years. Both had been integral members of the 
community, being involved in rugby, netball, squash, dog 
trials, horse sports, and the local Domain Board to name 
just a few of the activities they supported.

Owahanga is an 18,000-acre sheep and beef property 
(owned by the Aohanga Incorporation) with its boundaries 
stretching along the coast from Owahanga River to the 
north and Mataikona River to the south. During the peak 
of Tom’s tenure, it ran 20,000 ewes, which meant there 
was a lot of sheep shorn over those 23 years.

Tom and Kath both come from shearing backgrounds, 
with Tom being the eldest son of the late Red and Barney 
Fleming, shearing contractors for over 40 years at Te 
Karaka near Gisborne. Red Fleming was a member of 
the 9-stand shearing record team of Godfrey Bowen and 
his NZ Wool Board shearing instructors at Ohinewairua, 
near Taihape, in 1956. Tom’s wife Kath is the daughter of 
the late George and Jean Henare, who were also shearing 
contractors of Whatatutu, near Gisborne. 

Tom’s brother, the late Jamie Fleming and his wife Ailsa 
were also shearing contractors, at Te Karaka. A family 
steeped in shearing history, you might say.

Suffice to say, Tom and Kath are sadly missed in the 
Puketoi area. They have decided to experience a new life 
in Western Australia with kids Brooke and Rod (and their 
families) while their other daughter Jamie and her family 
still live in Palmerston North. And though they have 
physically left the district, Fleming stories are still being 
told around the press at the local. 

Tom Fleming (middle back row) assembles a straggle-muster 
team at Owahanga in the summer of 1999.

Flemings go west Obituary: Peter Carver
As a shearing instructor Peter [Brian Desmond Joshua] 
Carver was invariably dedicated, disciplined and focused.  
Always well turned out, he was an excellent role model for 
the trainees we dealt with, some being extremely talented 
but totally inept when it came to presenting themselves as 
competent professional tradesmen. 

Peter’s example of turning up with a clean car, innovative 
training aids and insisting on a tidy workplace will be 
remembered by many trainees who would be here today 
if they were not spread all over the world shearing the 
world’s sheep. 

New Zealand has been training and inspiring shearers from 
every wool-growing country in the world for six decades and, 
as senior instructor for more than a decade, Peter Carver made 
a significant contribution to 
that international expertise.

Athough the second oldest 
member of the [Wool Board] 
team, Peter also dragged us 
younger dinosaurs kicking 
and screaming into the 20th 
century by initiating the 
use of video as a training 
aid.  This soon became 
standard practice and 
gave our training an extra 
dimension.  His only notable 
failure was being unable 
to teach his colleagues to 
put the correct cables into 
the array of accessories the 
system required in those 
days. For Alan Barker, Robin 
Middleton and myself, the correct procedure remained 
a mystery and caused Peter C considerable angst. He 
did have one success though with Peter Taylor, who had 
young children at home to give him extra tuition. I used to 
call Peter “Peter C” out of habit because at one stage we 
had three instructors named Peter – Carver, Burnett and 
Taylor, who answered to  Peter C,  Peter B and Peter T 
respectively. 

Peter C goes to his rest knowing he gave his best shot to 
everything he attempted, whether it was farming, fencing, 
shearing, gliding, instructing or, in later years, his tramping. 
My wife Ellie and I have great memories of a trip to the 
Bridge to Nowhere with Peter and other good friends.  

New Zealand owes The Peter C’s of this world a very 
hearty vote of thanks for their expertise, their passion, their 
commitment and their example.  Well done old mate.
(Robin Kidd, eulogy notes December 2011)

The late Peter Carver

Te Anau Shearing
We have jobs for experienced 

shearers and shedhands
Phone Andrew on 03 249 7005

Hart Shearing
Blenheim

Competitive rates and fast, efficient service
Ring Ken or Pip Hart

03 577 6224 or Ken on 0274 390 304
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Table of Champions
By Hog
One night at the local Pongaroa Hotel 
prior to his leaving the district for the 
drier climes of Western Australia (see 
page 33), Tom Fleming was talking to 
a mate about an idea he had for a 21st 
birthday present for his son Rod.

He was getting a coffee table made 
by local Akitio resident Ron Bruce, 
using 4000 year old swamp kauri 
from the Far North. Tom’s idea was 
to then embed some shearing combs 
from some well known shearers in the 
top of the table, but he needed some 
help in collecting the combs. 

His mate said to him, “I’ll see what 
I can do!” After thinking about it for 
a while, the mate had an idea to get 
the combs from some of the shearers 
who had actually shorn at Owahanga 
during Toms’ time there - Owahanga 
being a place where some of the top 
New Zealand shed shearers had shorn. 
It is also a place where many a tally 
had been done, and where some of the 
best hunting, seafood and hospitality 
could be found in New Zealand. So, 
after a week on the phone, catching up 
and spinning a few yarns, the mate had 
seven signed combs in the post with 
not a problem because all contributors 
held Tom in such high regard. 

The first gentleman to contribute was 
Dion Morrell, dual international and 
world record holder. The last time he 
shore at Owahanga was 1996, when he 
was a member of the Australian team. 

Next came Justin Bell - senior Golden 
Shears champion, world record lamb 
shearer. Justin told the mate he’d done 
a day’s crutching there and would be 
pleased to find a suitable item.

Then John Kirkpatrick, four-times 
Golden Shears open champion and 
New Zealand Shearing team member, 
made his contribution, having shorn 
at Owahanga for a few years while 
working for Motu Tua. 

Darin Forde, world record holder 
and New Zealand representative, 
came to the party. Darin remembered 
shearing at Owahanga with his brother 

Edsel, while warming up for the 
Golden Shears in 1997 and his brother 
breaking his favourite show comb!

Rodney Sutton, the incumbent 
world record holder on ewes, also put 
a comb on the table. Rod had worked 
at Owahanga for Sutton Shearing. 

Paul Avery – world champion 
2008, two-times Golden Shears 
champion, long-time New Zealand 
representative, dug into his pouch 
without hesitation. Paul said he would 
never forget shearing at Owahanga – 
he caught his first crayfish there.

The final comb came from Dion King, 
who had first worked at Owahanga as 
a young presser. Then the following 
season, his first as a shearer, he shore 
his first 500 there. Dion is the present 
world lamb shearing record holder, 
former Golden Shears champion and 
New Zealand team member. Not a 

bad line up! When the combs were 
handed over, Tom was very humbled 
and thanked his mate with a bottle or 
three of Tui!

So, the table was built, and the said 
combs were embedded on the top. 
Local man Jeff Bryan did the carving 
and on the table somewhere is a comb 
from the local Pongaroa shearers as a 
present to Rod. What a present from a 
father to a son!

Currently living in Australia, Rod 
came home for main shear, did his first 
200 and continues to chase down his 
300. One day he may put one of his 
own combs on the table – you never 
know. Now that’s a challenge Rod!

 

ALL ABOUT WOOL
We service a wide range of clients who 
provide great, clean and tidy sheds and 
stock to match.
If you care about the people who grow 
wool and the people that present it, 
WoolQual has the service.

WOOLQUAL provides
High level of accommodation and •	
meals
H&S	scheme	available	to	all	staff•	
Very tidy well maintained vans•	
Training and encouragement. •	
Shows included
Friendly environment.•	

ALL OUR WORK 
IS QUALITY 

CONTROLLED AND 
GUARANTEED

CALL:	office	06	876	4176,	
Kerry	0295	433	726,	

Colin	0294	935	578,	email	
info@woolqualshearing.co.nz
www.woolqualshearing.co.nz

Major Sponsor North Island 
Shearing & Woolhandling Circuit

The Champions’ Table, with top embellished by combs from seven Kiwi legends.
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If you want to settle down with good conditions and 
steady work, shearing or woolhandling, you could find 
a place in the Paewai Mullins team.  We work for some 
great people and we have some great people working 
for us.  There is always room for one more.

Phone: 06 374 4062 / Fax 06 374 4153
Punga: 022 374 4062 / Aria 022 374 4063
PO Box 129, Dannevirke 4942.
Email: office@shearingnz.co.nz
Website: shearingnz.co.nz

By Liz Brook
Wool was the focus of the day for members of Rangitikei/
Manawatu Women in Farming when Rangitikei shearing 
contractor Stu Munro provided tips and advice on 
working with shearers and ensuring the wool clip is up to 
standard.

Kate Buckley who organised the day at Utiku said 
farmers are often heard to complain about shearers and 
vice-versa.

Mr Munro has spent 25 years in shearing, and now 
as a contractor knows what it is like from an employer 
perspective. He said while it is up to the shearers to be 
aware of health and safety and that they are working to an 
accredited programme, the farmers are expected to play 
their part.

Woolshed design is important. Badly designed sheds 
are bad for shearers and handlers. A good checklist for 
the farmer would include everything from vehicle access 
right through to ensuring all equipment is in top condition, 
pen doors and gates are working well, through to hygiene, 
especially a decent toilet. 

As sheep breeds change and animals become larger 
(and often more stroppy) there are some occasions when 
it could be necessary to sedate the rams. “Some are so big 
now,” said Mr Munro.

“Shearing takes its toll on body and mind,” he said. 
There was also advice on improving the value of the 

wool clip, working with the shearing staff and ensuring 
they all know what to look for, what to remove.

The wool clip advice was emphasised by a visit to the 
nearby Kells’ Wools at Utiku where manager Wendy 
Campbell explained what happens after the wool is in the 
bale and arrives at the wool store.

It pays to have it well prepared in the first place.

Wool lessons at Utiku

Top: Stu Munro shears while WIF member Kathy 
O’Reilly clears the wool. Above: Stu spreads the raw 
carpet, pointing out processing imperfections. Opposite: 
Kell’s Wools Utiku manager Wendy Campbell checks 
product from the bale. (Liz Brook photos)
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COMBINED SHEARING
Middlemarch and Ranfurly 

Otago
Tel/Fax Doug Deseymour

03 464 3023 or 027 227 2307  

Permanent positions for quality 
shearers and shedhands

Member of the NZ Shearing 
Contractors’ Association

When the learner rang the shed

Mike Bool
Shearing

22 Pringle Street, Timaru

Machine and blade shearers 
and shedhands wanted for the 

next pre-lamb season. 

Accommodation available in 
Fairlie, tel 03 685 6133.

Phone Mike 03 688 6538 (home) 
or 0274 374 369 mob.

Steve Bool 03 685 6133 (home) 
or 0272 047 067.

By Bernie Walker
Not many gun shearers of any era can 
claim to have rung the first shed they 
shore in. This is the true story of how 
my good mate Ian Bateman achieved 
this unique distinction and became the 
ringer at ‘Bindibango’ station in 1969, 
aged 16. Ian, from Bollon, a small 
town midway between St. George and 
Cunnamulla, is a legend in the South-
west of Queensland. 

Known everywhere as ‘Boof’, Ian, 
who later played professional Rugby 
League in Sydney for three years, 
had been signed on as a learner by 
the well-known Queensland shearing 
contracting company UNGRA, the 
acronym for United Graziers. This 
was a pastoralists’ association similar 
to GRAZCOS, (Graziers Co-operative 
Shearing Company), the biggest such 
business in Australia at its peak which 
now operates as National Grazing 
Services.

UNGRA had a contract for a run 
of sheds in the South-west.  As well 
as ‘Bindibango’ there were ‘Bonus 
Downs’, both 14-standers, ‘Ambi’ 12 
stands and ‘Homeboin’.  They were 
owned by the A.P. Company, which 
Ian was told was fifty-one per cent 
owned by the English Royal Family.  

These sheds were noted ‘wether 
sheds’ – i.e., where only wethers were 
run – “big flappy mad Queensland 
wethers”, according to Ian.  The sheep 
were so tough and wild, the guns of the 
time would pull in and shear for a day 
or two, then go in search of easier and 

better shearing sheep.  Ian remembers 
some even left when they saw the 
size of the mutton chops served for 
breakfast.  That was enough for them.  

Boof became the ringer because he 
was the only one who was there from 
start to finish. He recalls beginning 
the shed shearing 13 a run, but on the 
last three days, seven weeks later, he 
shore 110, 113 and 115. “So I must 
have learnt something,” he says.

Because the rouseabouts and shed 
hands had little to do most days, they 
would jump on a stand and shear for a 
while, sometimes even half a day.  But 

Boof Bateman ‘rang’ a big Queensland 
shed at the tender age of 16 - a feat 
unprecedented and unmatched since.

as the only ‘signed on’ shearer, all the 
sheep they shore went onto Ian’s tally.  
“Some days I got 400”, he says. 

He finished up being paid for over 
8000 out of the shed, but admits with 
a laugh, “I probably actually only 
shore 1500 or a few more!”  

Ian thinks the team originally signed 
on to shear about 40,000, but the A.P. 
Company, like others through the 
South-west, always had big mobs of 
wethers on the roads which could turn 
up to be shorn at any of their stations 
where a team was working.

Ian’s great mate in later years, Billy 
Rowe, who was known as ‘Pea Rifle’ 
(because he wasn’t big enough to be 
a gun), but who, according to Ian, 
“could shear 200 a day in camels”, 
arrived with a couple of ‘big gun’ 
mates one evening. Billy, a legend 
in his time, said “Cripes, they must 
be good!” when Ian told him he was 
sometimes getting 100 a run.

But Billy and his mates didn’t last 
either. UNGRA wanted Ian to pull 
out too, so they could ‘declare’ the 
shed, but all the rouseabouts and shed 
hands, who were being paid by the day 
and didn’t care how long it took, kept 
urging him to “stick it out, mate”.  No 
wonder – it was one of the best jobs 
they ever had. Obviously UNGRA 
didn’t agree! Even the station manager 
was on Ian’s side – he just wanted to 
get his sheep shorn.

This is just one of the many stories 
Ian can tell in his laconic Queensland 
style after a lifetime in ‘the greatest 
game of all’.

MICHELLE 
SHEARING LTD
18 Johnson Street, Milton

Are you focused on the future 
of our industry? Do you have 

positive and clean work habits?
Want to be paid once a week and 
finish the season with money in 

your bank? 

Then give us a call. Phone 
TONY MICHELLE

03 417 8312
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free Nitro woollen Beanie 

With All Nitro Handpieces  

purchased in  

April, May, June & JULY 





 
























3 new World 

records set 

so far in 

2012 using 

the Nitro 

Handpiece  




 New improved design  

arriving soon 
 LIMITED STOCK!! 
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By Bernie Walker
The Australian shearing industry lost 
another legendary figure with the 
death on 8 March 2012 of JA (Jimmy) 
Mott, who died peacefully in the 
Mercy Hospital at Werribee (Vic).

Born at South Grafton, NSW, in 
1933, Jimmy Mott began shearing for 
his father, who was a contractor around 
Griffith NSW. They also carted rice in 
the off season. After Jim and his wife 
Margaret were married, they moved 
down to Mt. Gambier in the southeast 
of South Australia where they lived for 
about ten years. It was there Jim first 
became interested in competitions. 
Whilst competing in the Australian 
championships held each year at the 
Royal Melbourne Show, ‘Motty’ 
met shearing contractor HL Baden-
Powell, owner of ‘Rose Grange’ and 
the Werribee depot shed. With the 
Melbourne Board of Works contract 
also, Baden-Powell was able to offer 
Jim up to nine months work each year, 
mostly around Werribee. So Jim and 
Margaret then moved there. He also 
shore during the summer down around 
Yarram in South Gippsland.

When Baden-Powell scaled down 
his operation as the Werribee area 
became urbanised, ‘Motty’ moved to 
Hay in the Riverina for a number of 

offered by contractor Brian Morrison, 
and he did it again in 1975.

In February 1974, Jim was second 
to Bill Robertson in the inaugural 
Shearer of the Year competition at 
Canberra. The next year he won 
the Australian Strongwool title to 
become a member of the 1975-1976 
Australian team with Peter Kelly and 
Tony Smith who competed at Euroa 
and Masterton.  He also won the 1976 
Forlonge Invitation at Euroa, shearing 
ten first cross ewes in less than fifteen 
minutes with narrow gear. 

‘Motty’ shore over 300 in grown 
sheep and was at his best in big rough 
wethers (the ‘red eyes’), where he 
could use his strength and skill to 
advantage. Good judges say ‘Motty’ 
made very few second cuts, as he 
rarely covered the same area twice, 
and if he missed a bit, it stayed there – 
he didn’t go back for it.

Jimmy Mott (79) was the father of 
four, grandfather of nine, and great 
grand-dad to three. He had been in 
declining health for about eighteen 
months, but entered hospital just four 
days before his death. The ‘rough 
diamond’ with a big heart will be 
remembered with respect by all those 
who knew him and worked with him.

years before he returned to Werribee 
a few years ago and was able to spend 
more time fishing in Port Phillip Bay.

“A rough diamond, but a bloody 
good bloke” is how many of his mates 
describe the man renowned as one of 
the fastest shearers of his time. During 
the 1970s and early ’80s, anyone who 
went round ‘Motty’ would have had a 
big day. He ‘rang’ ‘Drysdale Estate’, 
22 stands including the New Zealand 
team, in 1974 to win the gold watch 

The late Jimmy Mott - likeable rough 
diamond with big heart.

No more red-eyes for Motty

“Our” Stonehenge 
(Book Review)

What goes on tour is meant to stay on 
tour – an adage that All Black hooker 
Andrew Hore has probably been 
familiar with for most of his sporting 
career. But, a brief digression: many 
years ago, a member of a New 
Zealand shearing team in England 
was studying a map, working out a 
route from his lodgings in Somerset 
to the ancient rock monument of 
Stonehenge, planned destination for 
that day’s “tour”. Our man spotted 
several familiar names on the map 
– Methven, Cheviot, Mendip – and 
remarked that they (the English) 
should make up their own place 
names, instead of copying ours! 

But when Andrew Hore’s great-
grandfather Charlie Hore took up 
several thousand acres of typical 

Central Otago landscape more than 
100 years ago, there was no need to 
make up a name – copying England’s 
“Stonehenge” would do the trick 
quite nicely, he decided. As Barbara 
Newton explains in her just-released 
history of the Hore family property 
at Patearoa (between Ranfurly and 

Roxburgh): “The rock formations of 
Central Otago’s Stonehenge inspired 
the name and unlike England’s world 
famous man-made monument, it 
is a distinctive, unique geological 
phenomenon created by nature.”

Since Charlie Hore’s day (he drew 
lucky marble 13 in a ballot to gain 
the property) ownership has passed 
through two further generations to 
present owners, Jim and Sue Hore, 
who have farmed there since the 
late 1980s. Our incumbent All Black 
hooker and his brother (ex-Otago rep, 
Charlie) are set to carry on the family 
tradition at Stonehenge.

Stonehenge & the Hore family of 
Patearoa is a beautifully presented 
publication – a tribute to the Hore 
family while paying due regard to those 
who have harvested the property’s 
golden fleece over many years (Hiroti, 
Stringer, Peter Lyon gangs). Worth a 
place on any bookshelf!
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