
Shearing 1

Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

  Promoting our industry, sport and people
Vol 27, No 3, November 2011

ISSN 0114-7811 (print) ISSN 1179-9455 (Online)

FREE
See inside for
mailing rates

Last Side Publishing 
Hamilton, New Zealand

Shearing



Shearing 2

Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

REDBACK

LIMITED BONUS OFFER
HEINIGER REDBACK SUNGLASSES - VERSATILE & 
MODERN BILL BASS DESIGN TO KEEP THE RAYS 
OUT AND THE AWESOME IN. 

HEINIGER BASEBALL CAP-  QUALITY BREATHABLE  
DESIGN WITH ADJUSTABLE BAND. FOR EXTRA 
COOLNESS WEAR BACKWARDS. 

REDBACK STUBBY HOLDER - DRINK IT ICE COLD 
WITH HEINIGER!

KEEP IT COOL THIS SEASON WITH 
YOUR HEINIGER REDBACK ICON.

MAXIMISE YOUR TALLIES 
WITH THE HANDPIECE 
OF CHAMPIONS-

-LONGER WORKING LIFE

-LOWER MAINTENANCE

-SMOOTHER RUNNING

-CRISPER CUTTING

BONUS SUNNIES, CAP 
AND STUBBY HOLDER 
INSIDE EVERY REDBACK 
ICON CASE CARRYING 
THE PROMOTIONAL 
STICKER. 

AVAILABLE FROM LEADING RURAL 
MERCHANTS. HURRY! STOCKS ARE LIMITED. 
HEINIGER NZ LIMITED 
(PH) 03 349 8282   www.heiniger.co.nz

shearing & clipping equipment
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The news, fairly hot off the press, that Potae Shearing of 
Milton has sold out to Ron Davis Shearing (Jason Davis) 
of Balclutha closes an era that lasted 50 years.

In 1961 George Potae, a recent arrival in Milton via his 
Ngati Porou turangawaewae at Kennedy Bay, established 
George Potae Shearing Limited, just the second contract 
shearing business in the South Island, and hard on the 
heels of Albert de Koning at Orawia, a year or so earlier. 
Since 1987, the business has been in the hands of George’s 
brother, Bill Potae, and his partner, Jim Murdoch, and 
now they too reckon it’s time to pass the baton. 

Elsewhere in this issue we have a politically-motivated 
little piece drawing comparisons with society in 1961, 
and society as shaped for us today. We of the “older” 
generation	 might	 find	 it	 scary	 reading.	 But	 1961	 –	 it	
was	 quite	 a	 year.	 John	 Fitzgerald	 Kennedy	 took	 office	
in America; Keith Holyoake was our Prime Minister 
and today’s leading pollies, John Key and Bill English, 
that	year	came	into	the	world.	Masterton	staged	the	first	
Golden	 Shears	 and	 Government	 introduced	 the	 first	
‘Golden	Kiwi’	–	forerunner	of	today’s	Lotto.

A restaurant (in Auckland) obtained a liquor licence, 
enabling the sale of wine with a meal. (Outrageous!) 
Auckland had television screening seven days a week, 
for a whole two-and-a-half hours per evening. Cardigan 
Bay,	 in	 the	 top	flight	of	many	great	horses	produced	 in	
New Zealand (Mataura, actually), won the New Zealand 
trotting cup, and the man who would later become Sir 
Wilson Whineray captained the All Blacks.
West	 Side	 Story	was	 film	 of	 the	 year	 and	 the	 Italian	

beauty, Sophia Loren best actress, at least according to 
the Oscars. The Beatles were just starting to make noise 
at the Cavern Club in Liverpool, as were the careers of 
Luciano Pavarotti, Bob Seger and the Beach Boys just 
gathering momentum. Brook Benton, meantime, was 
well established, with his Boll Weevil Song hit of the year 
and Del Shannon’s Runaway was right up there too.

In 1961 New Zealand abolished the death penalty for 
all	 but	 crimes	 like	 treason	 –	 and	 when	 today’s	 justice	
system permits murder of a young woman (sorry, “alleged 
murder”)	 by	 a	man	 out	 on	 bail	 –	 you	 begin	 to	wonder	
where and when and how it all went wrong.

But here we are, with 2011 nearly done. Potae Shearing 
too, will no doubt have a few stories to tell from the past 
50 years; we trust they will hold for another time. 

Travel safely into the New Year and beyond, people! 
Ka kite ano
Des Williams (editor)
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Beiyuan Shearing Gear
Dave Bateman Shearing Supplies

Milburn, RD 1, Milton 9291
Call Rayna, Freephone: 0800 837300. Free Postage within New Zealand. 

All prices GST incl.

Normal combs          $  18.00
Cover combs          $  20.00
9-tooth combs          $  20.00
Cutters           $    3.80

*************************************

Handpiece 3C. Trident Heavy Duty, Twin Race Bearings   $480.00
Handpiece 2C. 4 Single Race Bearings      $450.00
Handpiece 1D. Oil Bath Model       $350.00
We stock all parts for Beiyuan Handpieces

*************************************

Sunbeam Handpiece Centre Posts and Cups     $  35.00
Sunbeam Handpiece Minor Repair Kits      $  65.00
Sunbeam Handpiece Major Repair Kits      $125.00
All Handpiece Cogs (each)        $  25.00
All Handpiece Comb Screws (Knucklesaver & Combo) (each)  $  10.00
Knucklesaver & Normal Screwdrivers (Triangle)    $  25.00
Sunbeam & Beiyuan Chicken Feet (pair)      $  35.00
Handpiece Ferrules         $  25.00
Down Tube Eye Spindles        $  30.00
Down Tube Large Cogs       $  30.00
Pin Drive & Worm Drive Spindles       $  35.00
Bayonets, Worm Drive & Pin Drive       $  20.00
Beiyuan Dual Pendulums        $  85.00
Dagging Plant Flexis, Inner $80.00; Outer $120.00    $200.00
Various other parts

*************************************

Wholesale Rates to Shops
All parts listed are made by Beiyuan
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Big Five-O at Alex
By Des Williams
The New Zealand Merino Shearing Society celebrated 
its	50th	anniversary	in	fine	style	at	Alexandra	last	month	
with the customary celebration dinner at the Alexandra 
Bowling Club and a full programme of international 
events at the usual Molyneux Stadium venue.

The Thursday evening dinner attracted some 180 
guests, including several past champions and competitors 
spanning the years all the way back to 1961. Murray 
McSkimming, Australian Ian Kneen, Norm Sanson, Reg 
Direen, Danny Waitere, Brian Quinn, Brian McCully, 
Jim Keenan, Ken Pike and Ian Rutherford were all 
honoured as special guests who did much to establish 
the early history of what is now New Zealand’s only 
fine	wool	contest.

West Australian Damian Boyle won the open 
championship for the second year in succession, 
holding off a strong challenge from Alexandra’s own 
Colin O’Neill. Boyle started the last of his 12 sheep 
with a four-shot lead on O’Neill, but the man they call 
“Mouse” came home strongly to button off 15 seconds 
and 15 blows to the good. Boyle had the quality however 
to	retain	his	title	by	the	best	part	of	five	points.	
The	Perth	man	first	came	to	Alexandra	in	the	1990s	as	

a 17-year-old, always displayed top quality but couldn’t 
match the speed merchants. After what he thought might 
be	his	eighth	Alex	final	[correct]	since	1998,	Boyle	no	
longer needs to worry that someone might put two or 
three sheep around him and he proved himself a worthy 
dual winner with a polished performance.

There is still time for O’Neill to win this title (and a 

popular achievement that would be) while past champions 
Nathan Stratford and Dion Morrell both acquitted themselves 
with distinction, as did Tony Coster. Australian Josh Hull, 
a senior last season, was perhaps the surprise package, 
qualifying	fourth	into	the	final	and	finishing	sixth.

The open woolhandling title went to the masterful Joanne 
Kumeroa for a record seventh time with a decisive 32-point 
margin over Joel Henare, with newcomer Ratapu Paikea 
claiming third ahead of another past champion, Taiwha 
Nelson. Henare stole a small time-point advantage in 
speeding through his work 12 seconds ahead of his rivals, 
but	 the	 unflustered	 Joanne	 produced	 superior	work	 around	
the	board	and	in	landing	her	fleeces	on	the	table.

The championships were again well supported by 
competitors from all around the country, with 29 junior 
woolhandlers, 21 seniors and 44 in the open. Forty-nine open 
shearers started out on the quest for championship honours, 
with 27 seniors and 12 blade men.

The successful show provided a solid platform for a 
positive	start	to	the	next	50	years.	But	–	there	is	a	but	–	the	
presentations remain a long, drawn out conclusion to the 
event, all but rivaling the rest of the evening’s  events for 
time taken.
The	 remedies	 are	 simple:	 all	 finalists	 could	 be	 given	 30	

seconds to assemble at the side of the stage when called by 
the announcer; then get them all on stage before announcing 
winners and place-getters; let the sponsor have his or her say; 
the winner to have a brief speech (and how nice it would be 
if they could actually name the sponsor of their particular 
event. Not just “thanks to the sponsors”, but “thanks to Peter 
Lyon	Shearing	[or	whoever]	for	sponsoring	my	event.”
Hand	out	the	prizes	(if	we	need	to	know	the	points	–	and	

I’m	not	sure	that	we	do	–	the	margin	between	first	and	second	
would	 suffice)	 and	 let	 the	finalists	 get	 off	 the	 stage	before	
indulging in their various (and further time-consuming) 
rounds of congratulating each other.

Open woolhandler Ratapu Paikea of Northland, first time in the 
Big Time and acquitted herself well for a third placing.

Aussie Damian Boyle, New Zealand Merino Shears open 
champion 2011, defending the title he won 12 months ago.
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And	a	special	word	to	finalists	about	photos	–	these	are	
taken to provide a record of the show and for organisers 
to pass on to sponsors as a measure of thanks for their 
support.	Is	it	too	much	to	ask	that	you	stand	there	for	five	
seconds with a smile on your face and let the photographer 
do their bit? Does it have to be another opportunity for 
prima donna antics, contrived shyness and a further two 
minutes wasted? Again, I think not. 

So, all on the stage, two short speeches, prizes distributed, 
photo taken and thanks, see you again next year! Total time 
elapsed	 –	 four	minutes.	 [Actual	 time	 taken	 10	minutes	
plus.]	If	you	have	six	events,	presentations	should	be	done	
and	dusted	in	say	25	or	30	minutes.	They	can	do	it	on	finals	
night at Golden Shears and New Zealand championships 
and perhaps all other shows need to focus on getting this 
part	of	their	programmes	similarly	refined.

Results: New Zealand Merino Shears, Alexandra, 29 
September-1 October 2011
PGG Wrightson open shearing (12 sheep): Damian Boyle, 
Australia, 110.674 1; Colin O’Neill, Alexandra, 115.418 2; 
Nathan Stratford, Invercargill, 119.060 3; Tony Coster, Rakaia, 
122.350 4; Dion Morrell, Alexandra, 127.044 5; Josh Hull, 
Australia, 139.661 6.
New World open blades (6 sheep): Bill Michelle, Timaru, 
106.416 1; Mayenzeka Shweni, South Africa, 106.797 2; 
Zweliwile Hans, South Africa, 111.131 3; Tim Hogg, Timaru, 
113.732 4; Mike McConnell, Rangiora, 114.121 5; Brian 
Thomson, Christchurch, 120.070 6.
Heiniger senior shearing (5 sheep): Shane Lamont, Piopio, 
107.250 1; Joel Maaka, Taumarunui, 107.300 2; Themba 
Khoza, South Africa, 112.750 3; Tom Spence, Gisborne, 
115.250 4; Tami Karauria, 134.750 5; Rion Puna, 148.400 6.
Pub Charity Tri-Nations Challenge (5 sheep): New Zealand 
(Grant Smith & Charlie O’Neill) 170.521 1; Australia (Damian 
Boyle & Mark Buscomb) 175.867 2; South Africa (Isaac 
Ndlongwani & Bongani August) 201.160 3.
Peter Lyon Shearing; Merino NZ open woolhandling: Joanne 
Kumeroa, Whanganui, 203.812 1; Joel Henare, Gisborne, 
235.538 2; Ratapu Paikea, Northland, 317.324 3; Taiwha 
Nelson, Gore, 366.662 4.
Elders Primary Wool senior woolhandling: Keri Henare, 
266.340 1; Chenelle Kennedy, Gore, 304.594 2; Logan Kamura, 
311.150 3; Denise Murray-Karaka, Alexandra, 323.280 4.
AgIto; Tectra; Southernwide Real Estate junior woolhandling: 
Stevie Mason-Smallman, 315.100 1; Blaze Pineaha, 317.820 
2; Raelene Johnson, 349.820 3; Nicole Higgs, 539.310 4.   

Top: NZ Merino Shears Society life member and Patron 
Bruce Paterson cuts the celebratory cake with some 
help from committee member Miriam Lippers. Above: 
Reg Direen (right) was second to Ian Kneen in the 1964 
open final, while Sid Wormald (left) was a member of the 
champion Central Otago shearing and woolhandling 
team (with J Hodge, Jock Wittercase and Bill Hickey) in 
1961. Sid noted there weren’t many of his era left, “so we 
might try and stick around another 25 years for the 75th 
Jubilee celebrations!”

“Hair” is a photo of New Zealand Merino Shears senior 
champion, Shane Lamont (we think!)
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By Dr Clive Dalton
I know that shearers have a great 
interest in tail docks, but did you 
know that folk who push trolleys 
around Sainsbury’s supermarkets in 
the United Kingdom are concerned 
about them too? I certainly didn’t.

I found this out when I received an 
email from a student who said she was 
from Harper Adams University College 
at	 Newport,	 Shropshire	 [England],	
completing a summer placement 
in the Agricultural Department at 
Sainsbury’s Supermarket Ltd in 
London. She was working on a project 
associated with docking lambs’ tails 
and had found my blog (woolshed1.
blogspot.com) where tail docking was 
mentioned. 

She said that Sainsburys had 
identified	 the	 issue	 of	 New	 Zealand	
lambs having extremely short tails 
(docked above the vulva), and she 
added that this issue had grown 
legs in the United Kingdom lately. 
Her project was to look into the 
‘physiological,	 welfare	 and	 financial	
costs	and	benefits	to	sheep	when	their	
tails are docked’.

She wanted to know of any research 
done in New Zealand, which she 
needed in a week, to complete her 
project!  I was a bit alarmed, as I’d 
never read of this issue in our Kiwi 
farming press, and wondered if our 
trade and marketing bureaucrats knew 
about it.  It turned out that Beef+Lamb 
New Zealand did know after I passed 
the email around to anyone I could 
think of who may be involved.

I wondered what possible difference 
a short tail dock could have on a 
purchased leg of lamb? Did the 
shopper think they were being ripped 
off if their lamb leg had no tail dock 
so they had less New Zealand lamb 
to	 enjoy?	But	 no	 –	 it	 seems	 to	 be	 a	
straight animal welfare issue with 
the Sainsbury’s customers who must 
have found out about how we dock 
New Zealand lambs.  How would they 
find	that	out	I	wondered?		Maybe	they	
watch Country Calendar?

Initially I thought the Poms maybe 
felt short changed by buying lamb 
legs minus a decent tail dock.  But 
apparently they just don’t like to see 
sheep with very short tails and think 
such sheep are ‘unhappy’. And they 

don’t like eating meat from unhappy 
sheep! You may laugh at that but we 
have got to take it seriously as, what 
to us may be a small issue, could 
develop into one of those indirect 
trade tariffs where our competitors are 
looking for anything to dong us. Look 
how mulesing closed down the USA 
wool market.

Fortunately we’re well covered 
in the new Animal Welfare (Painful 
Husbandry Procedures) Code of 
Welfare 2005 as part of the Animal 
Welfare Act 1999, which might be a 
good idea if shearers were aware of. 
Here’s some key points from it:

Minimum Standard No. 4 – Tail 
docking of sheep

(a) Tail docking of sheep must 
only be undertaken where there is 
significant	 risk	 of	 faecal	 and	 urine	
contamination,	 and/or	 flystrike,	 that	
leads to poor hygiene, health and 
welfare and/or failing to do so adds a 
significant	cost	to	the	system.

(b) While complying with Minimum 
Standard 2(a), tail docking without 
pain relief must be performed when 

sheep are as young as possible, and 
not greater than six months of age.

(c).  When tail docking a sheep over 
the age of six months, pain relief must 
be used.

Minimum Standard 2a says that:
‘Painful procedures must not be 
performed on newborn animals less 
than 12 hours old where handling, 
pain and post-operative complications 
are likely to compromise survival 
through impairing maternal bonding 
and/or colostrum intake.’

Minimum Standards will stand up 
in a court of law but the Codes also 
have ‘Recommended Best Practice’ 
which do not have the legal power of 
a Minimum Standard.  But they are 
meant to be followed as part of ‘Best 
Practice’.
Recommended Minimum Standard:
For tail docking of lambs, the Recom-
mended Minimum Standard says that 
‘when sheep are tail docked, their 
tails (excluding any wool) should be 
left long enough to cover the vulva 
in females and at a similar length in 
males.’
Why do Kiwis dock too short?
Anyone who has been docking knows 
why.  Under pressure of lambs coming 
at you, you have to hit the right spot 
on the tail with the hot iron or rings 
at	first	go.	But	from	now	on	‘getting	
it right’ has become an important 
priority from what folk pushing 
trolleys around the supermarkets of 
the world are thinking and clearly 
dictating.

It’s no good us thinking they don’t 
know anything about sheep farming. 
They don’t. They think food comes 
from supermarkets. But this is no 
reason to ignore the messages they 
look to be sending via the checkout.
Stud breeders:
These in my view are the worst 
offenders at ‘illegal dock length’, as 
it seems that no dock does a better job 
of showing off a ram’s meaty bum.  
Short docking damages the tissues 
around the anus and can affect the 
sheep’s ability to defaecate properly 
hence causing more dags, and this 
takes	expensive	drench	to	fix.

A lamb’s tail needs to be long 
enough to wag!

The long and the short of it – top photo 
illustrates a tail docked too close for 
comfort while (above) the blue ring is 
positioned correctly for a “wag” once 
the rest of the tail has gone. 

The long and short of docking
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Aussie Angoras
By Janice Gillgren
When	my	husband,	Mark	Gillgren,	was	first	asked	 to	do	
some angora shearing in New South Wales, we thought 
he	was	 just	filling	 a	 gap	 for	 a	 few	 farmers.	By	 the	 time	
he	finished	 that	 ten-day	 trip,	however,	he’d	been	booked	
by several angora farmers to return, with the hope that 
he would be willing to come back again, twice a year, 
indefinitely!

I had the opportunity to go with Mark in July/August this 
year	 for	his	first	month	of	shearing	angoras	 in	Australia.	
What follows are my observations and opinions on the 
situation for Australian Angora farmers, and differences or 
similarities between both countries. 

Australian Angora farmers have more shed space 
and other facilities than most in New Zealand. They are 
therefore less vulnerable to the vagaries of the weather and 
thus much more able to plan their shearing well ahead of 
time, or keep their animals safely under cover when they 
have just been shorn.

They have dedicated organisations to help them gain 
much-needed recognition and representation in the 
agricultural sector, as well as the practical aspects of 
preparing	 and	 selling	 the	 fibre:	 ‘Mohair	 Australia’	 and	
the ‘Australian Mohair Marketing Organisation’, each of 
which generally attend to different tasks within and for the 
Mohair industry. 

The farmers have a professional approach, a determination 
to	constantly	improve	their	flock	and	–	to	help	them	in	the	
latter	–	they	have	access	to	good	genetic	stock,	especially	
from South Africa or Texas. Given all of this, the Angora 
farming industry in Australia is considerably more fragile 
than I had expected.

They are crying out for shearers who will take the 
particular care that Angora goats need, and the industry 
nation-wide is shrinking dangerously, with few new 
farmers wanting to get into it. There seems to be little 
appreciation within the agricultural sectors of the unique 
value and needs of mohair farming. 

As Mark was called from New Zealand to come and 
shear	 their	 goats,	 I	 had	 to	 ask	 –	what’s	 wrong	with	 the	
Aussie shearers? Surely there must be plenty of them. Why 
would the Australian Angora farmers be so desperate as to 
ask a shearer to come from overseas?

  Buck Naked       ....    and     ....         Doug Deep       

I see that former shearer Zinny Brooke 
featured on This Is Your Life last month. 
High honours for a 300-a-day man, eh?

Oh yeah no, definitely!

Wide-combing it with ... © Last Side Publishing 2011

       E W E N I Q U E 
       S H E A R I N G
       PA R T N E R S H I P
We service a large Wairarapa client base and offer 
both permanent and seasonal positions for profes-
sionally motivated shearers and woolhandlers.  Full 
accommodation available.

Phone Rick MacLeod 06 377 1942
Members NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association

In fact, angora shearers aren’t as plentiful as I’d thought. 
There are probably less than 5% of sheep shearers willing 
to shear goats, which is about the same proportion as in 
New Zealand. This problem is compounded for the Angora 
farmers, because they are shorn within the same shearing 
seasons as sheep in Australia; so the farmers must compete 
with the wool industry to get shearers.

It takes longer to shear an angora than a sheep, so the 
pay	 rates	 reflect	 the	 effort	 to	 give	 parity.	 However,	 the	
longer shearing time per animal also means that shearers 

Mark Gilgren removing mohair from Angora goats in 
Australia earlier this year.
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Robertson Shearing Ltd
Lawrence

Wanted: honest, reliable staff

Good accommodation and 

meals provided

Phone Mouse on
03 485 9127 

ALLAN SCOTT 
SHEARING 

Experienced and reliable 
shed staff required. 

Good pay rates, excellent 
accommodation. 

For all enquiries 
please call Allan on 

03-614 7880 or 027-248 7157

MAHONY SHEARING
PO BOX 3381, NAPIER

TEL 06 835 9571

Permanent positions for quality 
shearers and shedhands

Member of the NZ Shearing 
Contractors’ Association

have little incentive to miss out on the 
higher tallies possible with sheep. 

However, the biggest problem for 
the Angora farmers that I kept hearing 
about was shearers’ techniques. Few 
shearers (and this affects New Zealand 
as well) seem willing to accept that 
angoras need to be shorn differently 
to	sheep;	and	–	especially	if	they	are	
more interested in getting a good tally 
–	 they	 end	 up	 cutting	 the	 animals,	
sometimes severely. This distresses 
both animals and owners. If teats are 
cut (which is easier to do on goats) 
then this of course affects the kids as 
well, further reducing the farmer’s 
profits.	

As a result, some of the farmers we 
went to still shear their own goats, or 
had done so until recently, rather than 
contend with shearers who didn’t care 
about their animals. Farmers aged 
about 50 or older (and farmers in 

both Australia and New Zealand are 
averaging ‘middle age’) are risking 
significantly	 more	 back	 injury	 and	
resulting misery in doing so. 

Mark has worked out his own 
adapted techniques over the years, 
and seldom cuts the goats; much to 
the relief and appreciation of their 
owners. 

In order to prevent cutting the teats, 
he	 cuts	 the	 fleece	 just	 above	 them	
first,	so	they	are	easily	visible.	He	also	
slightly changes the angles of some 
blows to avoid cutting their folds 
of skin. He shears with a smooth, 
unhurried rate. This calms the goats, 
reducing the crying and helping them 
to relax generally. He says he gets a 
better tally by not trying to rush. 

Mohair Australia is pushing to 
set up training courses for shearers, 
which seemed a sensible idea to me. 
For the sake of the Australian Mohair 
industry, I wish them success in 
attracting a keen new generation of 
angora farmers and shearers to work 
with them.

Gee, that was fun Mark – can we do it again?

Freephone 0800 10 22 76

SAVE UP TO $29 SAVE UP TO $1480

Valid from 1st October 2011 to 31st December 2011, while 
stocks last. Includes GST. Delivery costs are additional.

Tru-Test 
Supergrind Emery
Coarse or Fine
Normally $12.10 ea
BUY 10 FOR 
$92
or $9.80 ea

Tru-Test
Suregrind Emery
Coarse or Fine
Normally $7.98 ea
BUY 10 FOR 
$65
or $6.80 ea

Western Shears
Raglan, Saturday 
7 January 2012
Start time 8.30am (note shearing 
only, grades junior TPV $505; 

intermediate TPV $670; senior TPV 
$1350;  open TPV $3000. 

Also veterans

Plus woolhandling for world circuit 
competitors only. TPV to be advised. 

No other w/h entries accepted.

Further information from Warren 
Parker 07 825 5141 or email 
parkerw@no8wireless.co.nz

Note: Te Mata Speedshear 
in recess this year
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Wool classer Marg Forde sent us this photo with the following 
observation: “I had the pleasure of working with these two 
for lots of days this pre-lamb. It occurred to me while working 
with Rocky Taite (Dannevirke) and Jade Harmer-Kapa 
(Mataura) that they perfectly illustrate one of the really great 
things about elite, skilled fine-wool woolhandlers: no matter 
what your age, gender or size, or what Island you’re from, 
it’s your passion for your work that counts. Rocky’s nearly 
twice Jade’s age (I said NEARLY) and she as good as fits in 
under his armpit height-wise but, day after day there they 
were, often paired up, doing a fantastic job as part of a great 
team.  Exceptional attitude Jade and exceptional leading 
shedhand job, Rocky. Thanks for a great season.”

Rob Parkinson Shearing Ltd
Kihikihi, Waikato

Shearers and shedhands wanted for main shear 
through to end January, and then second shear. 
Permanent positions available for people with 

good work ethic.Clean accommodation and great 
food available. Travel to and from work provided.

Phone Rob: 07 871 6364 or 027 440 1084

Did you ever work at Muttaburra?
Come back and catch up with old mates!

Shearers’ Reunion, 8-10 June 2012.
Fun	weekend	–	Meet	and	Greet,	Ambrose	golf,	

Shearers’ Ball, Speedshear and much more.

Obtain further information from
Kerry Robinson, Muttaburra Community 

Development Association.
Tel ++61 746587107

Email robbokerry1@bigpond.com

Yeah - do it for the dinosaur! (see page 18)
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Utiku Shearing 2007 Ltd
Taihape

Our aim is quality in all areas of shearing 
and wool preparation

Positions available for experienced
 and reliable staff 

Shearers/Woolhandlers/Pressers
Top rates, accomm, meals, transport

Phone Rei 06 388 1009 or 0272 309 855

The B-Team (“B for Best”) at Don Clark’s Carrick shed (Central Otago) in 
September, from left: Jade Harmer-Kapa, Bex Nelson, Rocky Taite (leading 
shedhand), Creedence Culshaw, Bryanna O’Neal and Chey Smith.

Question for our overseas readers (and no cheating!): Which country recently 
hosted an event known as Rugby World Cup 2011?

HART SHEARING
Blenheim

For competitive rates and 
fast, efficient service

Ring Ken or Pip Hart

 03 577 6224
 or Ken on 

0274 390 304

Top of the Class
“Te Anga Nathan deserves to be 
recorded for posterity. Writing in 
the Waikato Times	 [January	 1991]
after interviewing David Fagan (who 
had just completed his third Western 
Shears / National Lamb Shear double), 
Nathan described the champion as a 
top class wool cutter.

“As one who also has to search 
for new descriptive phrases to use in 
describing David Fagan’s craft, I’d 
never have come up with that. Good 
one Te Anga. Top Class Wool Cutter.

“Another top class wool cutter, Alan 
MacDonald was second in both events, 
while Waiuku’s Ross Alexander had 
one of his best moments, third best 
wool cutter in the Lamb Shear.

“This year saw the introduction of 
the lamb shear for senior shearers, it 
[1991]	 becoming	 a	 National	 Lamb	
championship like its big brother.”
(Gone West for the Shearing, a Silver 
Jubilee Review of the Western Shears 
at Raglan. Des Williams, 1993.)
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Missed a couple of back issues of Shearing magazine?

Check them out on-line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

By Roger Leslie
I bet you thought this would be an article on lawyers or 
IRD inspectors?  But no, it really is about parasites.  When 
I was a child I remember seeing ticks on the sheep and my 
dad explaining to me how they would never ‘do’ with those 
little critters on their backs.  The red label dips wiped out 
the ticks (that was back in the day when you actually found 
poison in the pesticide) and only a few tenacious back 
woods (or backwards if you prefer) cockies maintained the 
species. 

Sheep lice were another story.  They were much smaller, 
much	harder	to	see	and	endlessly	more	difficult	to	eradicate.		
Lousy sheep were typically harder to shear because of ill 
thrift.  The men from the Ministry (MAF) would inspect 
stock	in	the	sale	yards	and	refuse	right	of	sale	to	any	flocks	
found with lice.

In Germany there are no such inspections, indeed the 
officials	 are	 more	 concerned	 with	 paperwork,	 ear-tags	
and Kontrolle than actual health issues and parasites.  
Anthelmintics and animal health remedies are outrageously 
expensive and the natural outcome of this is diminished 
use.
The	first	 sheep	 I	 shore	 in	Europe	 (some	25	years	ago)	

was covered in ticks and after shearing her, so was I.  I was 
aghast and tried to keep them off me, but to no avail.  One 
can’t be always whipping down one’s trousers for vermin 
inspection and of course the more paranoid one becomes 
the more movement one can feel.  

My best live capture after a day of tick 
infestation was 16 specimens caught 
about my person while in the shower.  I 
have become a one man evangelist trying 
to convince small holders and hobby 
shepherds that the advantages of tick free 
stock well outweigh the cost.  I am unsure 
how much difference I made but the ticks 
are scarce now.

A new twist came this year when a well 
dressed chap turned up and politely asked 
if he could have some ticks.  I naturally 
thought he was putting me on, but no, he had a jar and he 
was serious (photo).  It turned out a 200 year old remedy 
for stomach cancer has regained popularity and that is 
eating a sheep tick every day.  I have no comment on the 
validity of this, but who could forbid a dying man a tick?  
He hovered in the pen in his nice hand stitched shoes until 
I found one for him and he was... ecstatick!  

After half an hour I had found about 10 (these sheep 
weren’t that bad) and he offered me 2 Euros each for them.  
Later he turned up with a couple of jar bearing colleagues 

and wanted more.  None of them was dressed for this 
caper and as it turned out, lacked the stock handling skills.  
I pointed out that the lambs were more likely to have them 
and apprehended one to prove it.  Those three guys worked 
that lamb over and captured 80 ticks on its belly alone.  
The	lamb	was	nervous	at	first	but	got	to	like	the	attention,	

and heck, who wouldn’t feel better with 
80 less ticks on their belly?

Naturally I am revising my advice to 
shepherds and offering to do their sheep 
for half price if they have ticks (the sheep 
that is). I just have to work out how to 
keep them fresh and full until they reach 
market.

These sheep ticks are not inter-species 
and only live on humans long enough 
to be an irritant.  My wife is a bit funny 
about	them	and	I	find	myself	sleeping	on	

my own unless I can prove I am tick free.
There is another tick in Europe called a Zecke and these 

are something else. They carry disease and have no scruples 
about burrowing under hapless human skin.  Deaths have 
been attributed to infection post bite from zecken. These 
nasty little mongrels live in the trees and drop onto 
unsuspecting warm blooded passers by. They seem without 
discernment and have on occasion been known to trade a 
healthy hogget host for a gnarly old shearer.  I’ll be right 
back just as soon as I’ve had a good scratch!

 

Blood-sucking parasites

Roger gives his mate a ticking off
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Great crew last season: thanks to all who were 
part of it. You proved our system 
works!

Shearing rates up to $1.40•	
Cover comb gear allowance of 12 cents•	
Top cover comb rate is $1.50•	
Top woolhandling rate is $20.00•	
Top pressing rate is $20.00•	

(Rates include statutory and annual holidays, and gear allowance.)

And that’s not all:
You get breakfast, two smokos, lunch AND dinner! That’s worth at least 
$45/day. And you don’t have to do anything (no shopping, no cooking, no 
dishes … no stress …) That’s the same as an after-tax rate of:

15 cents/sheep for a shearer doing 300 sheep a day•	
$5.63/hour for a woolhandler or presser doing 8-hour days•	

No vehicle expenses:
You get taken to work each day in recent model vans, all towing covered 
trailers for your gear. No fuel, tyres, registration, maintenance. No capital 
to	buy	a	vehicle	in	the	first	place.	That’s	saving	you	at	least	$20	a	day,	after	
tax:

6 cents/sheep for a shearer•	
$2.50/hour for a woolhandler/presser•	

Why would you want to work for anyone else when …
We have accommodation bases at both Taumarunui and Taihape. They •	
are both FLASH (especially by industry standards!). Heaps cheaper 
than a backpackers or boarding or sharing a house with others.
We	 pay	 first	 week	 ACC,	 sick	 leave	 and	 bereavement	 leave	 (all	•	
contractors should be, by law).
Our health and safety system has been going ten years.•	
Our injury rates are LOW. ACC agrees and has awarded us tertiary •	
accreditation.
We have plenty of sheep for you to shear.•	
You go away with a pocket full of money and have had a bloody good, •	
safe time.

So what do we ask in return?
You need to sign an Employment Agreement (you and I both need that 
by law) and work under the terms and conditions of out Team Operations 
Manual (same rules for ALL).

Mackintosh Shearing has been contracting for 20 years and we’ve heard 
heaps of times that “Mackintosh Shearing has too many rules for me”. Fine 
by me: If you want to

Graffiti	anywhere	you	like•	
Smoke weed at work and on farmers’ properties•	
Physically abuse your partner or workmate•	
Smash up our quarters if you feel like it or when you’re drunk•	
Turn the vans into rubbish heaps•	

Then you probably should stay away. ‘Cos our workers aren’t going to be 
too impressed with you. But if you want to get stuck into some work, make 
some money and have some decent standards, then please give me a ring:

Charlie Burton
For Mackintosh Shearing
027 251 1111

With the Rugby World Cup still  a 
pleasant memory, it seems appropriate 
to introduce this idle little thought-
provoker with a sporting anecdote.

When the 1924/25 “Invincible” All 
Blacks were touring the British Isles, 
they were suitably impressed with 
the many English players with three 
initials, like JCR Russell and WBN 
Roderick of the Leicester team. So 
several team members got together 
and decided their Maori fullback, 
plain “G (George) Nepia” had to raise 
his name-game. He was therefore 
bestowed	 with	 the	 fictitious	 initials	
“HGM” and later became “HGM 
Nepia”	in	many	official	rugby	records.	
Equally impressive were players in 
the opposition teams with hypenated 
surnames, like RH Hamilton-Wickes.

So there’s nothing new in fancy 
monickers, but this current trend for 
double-barrelling must ultimately end 
in disaster. For example, Les Lamb-
Shearer pairs up with Wendy Wool-
Classer	and	they	name	their	first-born	
Bruce Lamb-Shearer-Wool-Classer. 
Bruce grows up,  meets young Barbara 
Bale-Hook-Winter-Comb and they too 
have a child, lovingly named Bradley 
Lamb-Shearer-Wool-Classer-Bale-
Hook-Winter-C ... well, you get my 
drift where this taking names from 
both parents could end up.

But there’s no need for immediate 
panic. By the time this becomes reality 
cheque books, phone books and tally 
books may be obsolete or completely 
digital. But if you want to keep trace 
of all your friends on Facebook, well 
best you develop a good memory.

And as for a present-day interest 
like	genealogy	–	we	suggest	you	don’t	
even think about going there! (Ed.)

Tally Book, Cheque 
Book, Phone Book (and 

Facebook) Beware!

Te Anau 
Shearing
We have jobs for 

experienced 
shearers and shedhands

Phone Andrew on 
03 249 7005
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NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association Inc

New members welcome. Join now!

Keep abreast with the new rates and changes in legislation.
National President: Barry Pullin. Tel 03 347 8970. Email: shearing@xtra.co.nz

National Secretary: Cheryl Christie, PO Box 11, Ashhurst.Tel 027 263 7634: Fax 06 326 8041
E-mail contactus@nzshearing.co.nz

Australia’s iconic sheds booked
By Bernie Walker
One	 of	 Australia’s	 finest	 photo-
graphers, Andrew Chapman, has 
produced a superb 216pp hardcover 
book titled Woolsheds (The Five 
Mile Press), which features sheds 
from every Australian State.  He 
has photographed, almost entirely 
in colour, the iconic as well as the 
mundane.  Andrew’s passion and 
ambition has resulted in an invaluable 
record of the Australian wool 
industry.

In his foreword to the book, 
former Deputy Prime Minister Tim 
Fischer has described woolsheds as 
the ‘Cathedrals and temples of the 
Golden Fleece’.  It is a feeling most 
people have on entering these huge 

buildings, many of which are scattered 
across Mr. Fischer’s former electorate 
of Farrer in the NSW Riverina.  

Australia’s woolsheds are the 
quintessential icons of the Australian 
wool industry, all different but all 
serving the same purpose.  Captured 
so graphically by Andrew they are 
survivors in a sometimes harsh 
environment, testament to all those 
who built them and those who 
worked in them.  They are the source 
of so much Australian folklore.  
Painter Tom Roberts, famous for his 
‘Shearing the Rams’, and poet Henry 
Lawson, who once worked in the huge 
‘Toorale’ shed on the Darling River 
near Bourke, were among the ranks of 
artists, writers, singers and poets who 

eulogised the great wool harvesting 
factories spread across the land.

The photograph on the cover of 
the book is of a shed which would 
be familiar to many, if not all, of the 
members of the New Zealand shearing 
teams of the 1974-1984 era, who 
competed at Golden Shears Australia 
at Euroa.  These men would have shorn 
in the ‘Drysdale Estate’ shed about 
10kms from Euroa when working for 
contractors Brian Morrison or John 
Harris.

This outstanding book is a 
successor to Andrew’s earlier book, 
The Shearers, 170 pages of striking 
black and white photos of shearers 
and other industry people, and some 
of the places in which they worked.  
This book is also still available from 
the author.

Andrew was within two days 
of dying earlier this year when he 
received a liver transplant which 
saved his life.  Readers can watch 
the ABC TV ‘Landline’ programme 
about Andrew’s projects, including 
Woolsheds at www.abc.net.au/
landline/content or contact Andrew 
at 6 Ridge Road, Kallista, Victoria, 
Australia, 3791, phone (613) 9752 
1492,	 email	 –	 andrew@bigcheez.
com.au.  Woolsheds is excellent value 
at just A$39.95 whilst The Shearers is 
available for A$35, both plus postage 
and handling if applicable.

Historic Drysdale Estate shed near Euroa, Victoria, featured in Andrew Chapman’s 
invaluable record of Australia’s iconic shearing sheds.
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Matson Shearing Ltd
PO Box 7125, Wanganui 4541

Motivated and reliable staff wanted. 
Busy main shear and second shear run. 

Good food and top class accommodation.

Phone Lee : 06 344 5224
Mob. 0274 425 443

AS MIDDLETON REMARKED
As Middleton remarked
As he reached for a can of beer
“You know it’s getting dark
But we haven’t ground our gear

And we’ve yet to mend the gate
Which lies among the shedded ewes
And the daylight will not wait
Till we’ve changed the woolshed’s fuse”

As Middleton remarked
As he reached for another beer
“You know it’s getting dark
And we shouldn’t still be here

The presser’s pressed his pins
And he doesn’t seem to care
But that’ll be the last he grins
If he survives the boss’s glare”  

As Middleton remarked
As he sought another beer
“You know it’s getting dark
We’d best be outta here

And the rousie’s broke her rake
So she too has yet to taste
The full extent and wake
Of the boss when he lays waste”

As Middleton remarked
As he sank another beer
“You know it’s getting dark
And I don’t want you to sneer

When I was a kid
I got the biggest fright
And ever since I’ve hid
From the terrors of the night”

As Middleton remarked
As he reached for his seventh beer
“You know it’s getting dark
But I bet you didn’t hear

My grating needs a nail
Or I’ll break m’ bleedin’ neck
And	you’d	better	fix	your	rail
Before it hits the deck”

As Middleton remarked 
As he drained his eleventh beer
“You know it’s getting dark
But you wouldn’t want to hear

I think I want a feed
The hours are slipping by
But what I really need
Is a thistle from my thigh”

As Middleton remarked
As he found another beer
“You know it’s getting dark
When the vision’s not so clear

I think I’m getting old
My back is feeling sore
And I could barely hold
That last two-tooth I shore”

As Middleton remarked                                                    
As he spilt another beer
“You know it’s getting dark                                            
When you can’t see nothing near                                                                            

When everything is black
And this fadge is feeling hard
I should be in the sack
Or at least in my own backyard”

As Middleton remarked
As he dealt to another beer
“You know it’s getting dark
It precedes the day I fear

I’ve got to talk to Chris
With Kate, Jane and Anna
Into our life of bliss
I’m about to throw a spanner”

As Middleton remarked 
As he sank someone else’s beer
“I won’t keep you in the dark 
And you’ll say that this is queer

But Middleton of the Mangaohut’
Likes the prospect from this bale
So should a wife or a daughter cute
Come, tell her our city home’s for sale”

(©Wallace Knight, from The Way It Went, Last Side Publishing 2011.)

Into common sense, Polly?
It has been said that there is no future 
in living in the past. But it’s election 
year (this week!) and when I hear a 
candidate up on the soap box trying to 
convince me of their vote worthiness, 
the	 quality	 I	 look	 for	 first	 is	 their	
degree of common sense. Leaving 
aside	political	affiliations,	it’s	common	
sense that seems to be the rarest 
commodity in today’s candidates.

Agreed, there is no future in 
comparing the past with the present, 
except that items such as the 
following, circulating the internet, 
help to illustrate just how far away 
from common sense our society has 
drifted in the past 40 or 50 years. If 
you	can	remember	back	to	1961	–	or	
even	1971	if	you	like	–	tell	me	if	you	
disagree with these comparisons!

School 1961 vs School 2011
Scenario: Johnny and Mark get 
into a fist fight after school.
1961: Crowd gathers, Mark wins. 
Johnny and Mark shake hands and 
end up best friends.
2011: Police called, arrests Johnny 
and Mark. Charges them with assault, 
both expelled even though Johnny 
started it. Both children go to anger 
management for three months. School 
Board holds meeting to implement 
bullying prevention policy.

Scenario: Mark has a headache and 
takes some aspirin to school.
1961: Mark gets a glass of water from 
his teacher to wash down the aspirin.
2011: Police called, Mark expelled 
from school for carrying drugs. 

Scenario: Johnny falls over on the 
concrete at school and scrapes his 
knee, cries in pain.
1961: Johnny’s teacher, Miss Brown, 
gives him a hug, dries his tears and 
Johnny is up and away in a minute.
2011: Miss Brown is accused of being 
a sexual predator and loses her job. 
She faces three years in prison. Johnny 
undergoes	five	years	of	therapy.

Okay, they are “made up” examples, 
but don’t they ring too close to the 
truth? Are those 2011 examples the 
sort of world your local candidates 
will perpetuate when they get elected 
to Parliament? Or do they have some 
reassuring degree of reality and 
common sense about them? 

Yes? Even maybe? Tick that box!
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We have vacancies for professional 
shearers, shedhands and pressers to 
staff our Ashburton-based shearing run. 
We offer excellent accommodation, 
top pay rates and steady, year-round 
work with busy main-shear and pre-
lamb runs.

Phone: Office 03 302 7541; 
Grant Smith 0272 413  010 

or  Norm Harraway 0272 413 023

Forde Shearing Ltd
Southland

Staff required for new 
season.  For all 

enquiries please phone 
Darin or Julie

0272 297 760 or
03 235 8853

Books, books, books ...
By Des Williams
Maybe it’s a welcome sign of summer 
when books start appearing on the 
editor’s	desk	–	a	hint	of	lazier	hazier	
times to come when we might turn the 
computer off (or for you real workers, 
the sheds mains power) and spend 
some time at the beach, on the golf 
course or under a big shady tree with 
a tinny or two of the old sponsor’s 
product close by.

If you haven’t already 
read	 Tom	 Brough’s	 fine	
autobiography, The Way It 
Was, you will want to get 
your hands on the new and 
revised edition published by 
Fraser Books of Masterton. 
It’s bigger, brighter and 
full of amazing stories that 
provide a wonderful insight 
into the life and achievements 
of Tom Brough, 1976 Golden 
Shears open champion and 
your archetypal New Zealand 
shearing, hunting, farming 
and travelling man. This 
new edition replaces the 2005 print 
published by Last Side Publishing 
and	older	readers	will	find	 the	 larger	
print easier on the eyes. Copies 
available from (as they say) all good 
bookstores.

Meantime, Dunedin’s wool industry 
identity Barbara Newton has done a 
fine	job	in	recording	the	first	50	years	
of the New Zealand Merino Shears 
with her Golden Jubilee 1961-2011 
booklet launched at Alexandra last 
month.

As a wool classer and woolhandling 
competition judge, Barbara has used 
her vast personal knowledge of the 

competitors and organisers behind 
the scenes to produce a concise and 
factual tribute to the Young Farmers 
Clubs and the likes of Bill Hansen 
and Brett Gow from the Minisistry of 
Agriculture, who were instrumental in 
getting things started back in the late 
1950s. And of course, it wouldn’t be 
a shearing event if Godfrey Bowen 
hadn’t been somewhere near at 
hand to provide the initial impetus 

and encouragement. The book is a 
fine	 mixture	 of	 champion	 profiles,	
anecdotes and photos from years gone 
by.	 We	 take	 those	 highly	 efficient	
computers for granted these days in 
producing show results, but the likes 
of Roger Cunningham and Jenny 
Scott	 take	us	back	 to	 those	fledgling	
days of 1991 when computers (and 
operators who stayed up all night!) 
weren’t quite so reliable.

Contact Barbara Newton or the 
New Zealand Merino Shears Society 
if you’d like a copy.

We also have two offerings from 
Australia	 –	 Jim Davidson The Man 

and The Industry Revisited, by Ian 
Itter, and An Inspirational Board – A 
Profile of Australia’s Best Shearers by 
Geoffrey A Barrett, a former shearing 
contractor from Outback Queensland.

Davidson is a legendary character in 
Australia and Itter (having produced an 
extensive biography of Sir Frederick 
Wolseley a year or two ago) has now 
most	 efficiently	 collected	up	“all	 the	
details	I	could	find	on	this	remarkable	

man, and to place them 
together in one publication for 
future reference.” 

Davidson spent 60 years 
in the industry, starting as 
a 12-year-old in the time-
honoured fashion of “picking 
up in local shearing sheds.
He	 was	 one	 of	 the	 first	

to use machine shears and 
spent many years “preaching 
the gospel of mechanical 
shearing”, travelling the out-
back on bicycle, laden with 
up to 70 pounds of equipment, 
with rough roads, vague 

weather and prejudiced shearers and 
pastoralists to overcome.” 

Barrett’s book is part biography and 
part tribute to the gun shearers he’s 
met along the way, including the team 
of “Tally-Hi trainers (Vin Parkes, 
Fred Jarvis, Bimby Martin, Kevin 
Sarre, Maurie Doyle and John Harris) 
who taught the rest of Australia in the 
1960s how to shear sheep a la Godfrey 
Bowen in New Zealand.

Another welcome addition to the 
recorded history of our industry. 

Southland
Available for shearing, 

crutching and 
lamb crutching

Shearers and woolhandlers 
required. Great working 
environment, excellent 

accommodation

Phone Bill or Sharon
03 203 7052 or 027 628 3830
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The away leg of the 2011/2012 Trans-Tasman series at 
Perth last month produced a familiar result, with New 
Zealand shearers bowing to Australian superiority on the 
board, while Australian woolhandlers bowed to the visitors 
on the tables. Damian Boyle couldn’t quite stitch together 
a “New Zealand title last week, Australian title this week” 
double, with Shannon Warnest and Nathan Meaney 
finishing	ahead	of	him	in	the	open	championship.	

Results from the Trans-Tasman tests and Australian 
National Championships at Perth Royal Show on 
October 7-8, 2011:
 Trans-TasmanShearing (16 sheep): Australia 284.86 (Shan-
non Warnest 24min 8sec, 90.46pts; Justin Dolphin 24min 
44sec, 92.2pts; Bill Hutchison 22min 54sec, 102.2pts) beat 
New Zealand 327.65pts (John Kirkpatrick 24min 33sec, 
101.28pts; Tony Coster 26min 2sec, 108.35pts; Colin O’Neill 
23min 43sec, 118.03pts)
Woolhandling: New Zealand (Veronica (Ronnie) Goss and 
Joel Henare) 36.2pts beat Australia (Rachel Hutchison and 
Fi Patison) 50.08pts.
Australian National Championships: Open shearing (15 
sheep): Shannon Warnest (South Australia) 23min 10sec, 
88.03pts, 1; Nathan Meaney (South Australia) 22min 23sec, 
91.28pts, 2; Damien Boyle (West Australia) 24min 40sec, 
93.87pts, 3; Jason Wardlaw (Victoria) 20min 43sec, 97.68pts, 
4; Mark Buscomb (West Australia) 23min 30sec, 104.97pts, 
5;	Jason	Wingfield	(Victoria)	20min	59sec,	112.82pts,	6.
Open Blades (2 sheep): John Dalla 12min 14sec, 103.2pts, 1; 
Peter Artridge 12min 50sec, 182pts, 2; Nick Denniss 15min 
38sec,	183.9pts,	3;	Garry	Griffin	15min	14sec,	239.2pts,	4;	
Steven Bolt 16min 28sec, 242.9pts, 5; Richie Foster 18min 
16sec, 274.3pts, 6.
Open	Woolhandling	 (5	fleeces):	Rachel	Hutchison	34.8pts,	
1; Aroha Garvin 36.3pts, 2; Joe Garvin 38.5pts, 3; Esmeralda 
Harmer 41.4pts, 4; Mel Morris 42.8pts, 5; Erin Wisseman 
43.1pts, 6.   

It can be hard work representing your country overseas, but 
someone has to do it. Charlie O’Neill and Grant Smith (the 
New Zealand Merino Shears team – not to be confused with 
the New Zealand team) tasted some success (and something 
else) after winning the clash with Western Australia.

Aussie NationalsShearing ABs
By Des Williams
You	may	have	noted	our	little	“filler	item”	in	the	previous	
edition about All Blacks who had been shearers, and 
Shearers who had been All Blacks. We noted in particular 
that two brothers named Shearer had played for their 
country in the early 1920s.

And there was a time, actually, when two real shearers 
were in an All Black teams together. The year was 1976 
and the team was the 30-strong contingent that toured 
South Africa for a four-test series and 20 other games 
against provincial and district teams.

It was a tough tour in the separatist days of apartheid prior 
to the advent of Nelson Mandela and the All Blacks lost 
the series 1-3, despite having many hard men in its forward 
pack, including the likes of Lawrie Knight, Frank Oliver, 
Peter Whiting and Tane Norton. And prominent among 
those men of steel were our two shearers, Alan Sutherland 
of Marlborough and Kent Lambert of Manawatu. Both 16 
stone in the old language, both six feet tall or thereabouts.

Lambert, a front row prop, played 40 games for the All 
Blacks between 1972 and 1977, including 11 tests. As he 
told the New Zealand Herald in 2005, he was a shearer, 
fencer and freezing worker in his playing days. Lambert 
would often shear for four hours on Saturday morning, 
play a club game, drink after the game until midnight, 
then be up at 5am on Sunday to prepare for a full day’s 
shearing. He would train with clubs near his shearing 
assignments. 

During the pre-season, he went on nightly hill runs of 
40-odd minutes after completing nine hours of shearing. 

In one five-day period, he left his Palmerston North 
home at 2.30 each morning, drove two hours to where he 
was shearing, ran for half-hour stints during the lunch 
and tea breaks, returning home exhausted by 8pm. I don’t 
recommend that particular week to anyone,” he says. 

Sutherland, who has lived in South Africa for many years, 
played 64 games for the All Blacks between 1969 and 1976 
at either lock or Number 8. He was was a try-scorer and 
goal-kicker, tallying 157 points in the Black jersey. Former 
Marlborough contractor John Hart remembers “Sully” 
as a big, strong, powerful man who just kept on going 
throughout the day when shearing. He worked initially for 
Blue Hope before taking over Blue’s run, and later worked 
with Joe Walker, another local contractor. “Alan was a 
shearer for probably 10 years altogether, during his rugby 
playing days,” John Hart recalls.

Graphic: extract from team list, 1976 All Blacks in South Africa, 
from Goodbye to Glory by TP McLean.
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Lawrence, Otago
Staff required. Meals and 
accommodation supplied.

Call Jock on 
Tel 03 485 9168, or
Mob 0274 337 813

Cheltenham Hotel
SPEEDSHEAR

25 February 2012, 7.00pm
(After the Apiti Show)

Open 1st $1000
Senior 1st $500

Fully covered in yards
for all the spectators

Enquiries:
06 328 9888 or email:

cheltyhotels@airstream.net.nz

JUDGED BEST COUNTRY 
HOTEL IN NEW ZEALAND

Welcome back to Muttaburra, Kiwi
By Des Williams
Muttaburra’s history as a shearing 
town goes back 120 years to the great 
strike of 1891 and was still a shearing 
stronghold in Queensland 100 years 
later. Now it has no shearing teams 
operating from its precincts but still 
has “a big heart for the shearing 
industry,” as Community Develop-
ment Association spokesperson Kerry 
Robinson explains. 

Apart from its shearing history, 
Muttaburra is also famous for the 
dinosaur, Muttaburrasausus langdoni 
that was discovered there in 1963. 
Kerry hopes the shearing legacy 
can be brought together again for a 
weekend reunion next year to raise 
money toward a dinosaur museum 
–	 and	 this	 is	where	New	Zealand	 or	
“Kiwi” shearers re-enter the picture.

“Our shearing industry started with 
the shearers strike back in 1891 but 
our main history for me, and what we 
are trying to get back is 1979 when a 
contractor started a shearing team in 
Muttaburra. From there the shearing 
industry grew in the early 1980s to the 
point where there were seven shearing 
teams operating out of Muttaburra, 
as well as a few crutching teams. 
Muttaburra’ population swelled from 
around 150 people to 400 with people 
living in caravans everywhere.

“How the Kiwis came to Muttaburra 
was through a contractor who married 
a New Zealander. Then in 1984-1985 
there was the wide comb dispute that 
reached fever pitch in New South 
Wales and they had police protecting 
strike breakers at sheds with guns - 

two men were hospitalised and wide 
combs then became legal overnight.

“When Muttaburra was at its peak  
there were around 13 shearing teams 
running out of our small town in 
the Centre of Queensland and we 
were dubbed “The Muttaburra Mob” 
and “The Shearing Capital of the 
World”. However with the stock pile 
of wool increasing in Australia in the 
late 1980s early 1990s the shearing 
industry hit a decline as graziers were 
paid to destroy their sheep in order to 
reduce the stock pile. 

“This was the down turn for 
Muttaburra and by the year 2000 
there was only one contractor left, 
employing around 30 people. After 
25 years Andrew Kernan was the 
longest-running shearing contractor in 
Muttaburra and even that gang folded 
in 2007. Muttaburra has no shearing 

teams out of here now but still has a 
big heart for the shearing industry with 
a few shearers still around shearing 
for contractors in other towns. We 
have started Quickshears again to 
bring people back to our community 
and to show them that we still have 
the buzz.”

Kerry says the New Zealand people 
played a huge part of their community 
for many years through those shearing 
years and changed the way for their 
shearing industry and our community. 
The invitation is now extended for 
all Kiwis who worked in Muttaburra 
to return there for a reunion on the 
weekend (Friday to Sunday) of 8-10 
June 2012. Activities will include a 
Meet and Greet, stalls and displays, a 
quickshear, ambrose golf tournament 
and the Shearers Ball.

“At the end of the whole weekend we 
will be producing a book of shearing 
memories to be published and to have a 
bit more history for future generations 
to come. We are also having the 
opening of our Scrap Metal Shearer/ 
Sheep that our community has brought 
as a representation of the sheep and 
wool industry that once made our town 
go from 150-400 people,” Kerry says.

Kiwis who “served time” at 
Muttaburra and would like to obtain 
further information should contact:

Kerry Robinson, Muttaburra Comm-
unity Development Association Inc., 
58 Cornish St, Muttaburra 4732

Tel: 0746587107; Fax: 07 46587176, 
or email: robbokerry1@bigpond.com

Muttaburrasaurus langdoni 

MICHELLE 
SHEARING LTD
18 Johnson Street, Milton

Are you focused on the future 
of our industry? Do you have 

positive and clean work habits?
Want to be paid once a week and 
finish the season with money in 

your bank? 

Then give us a call. Phone 
TONY MICHELLE

03 417 8312
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 OHAI, SOUTHLAND

DARYN & CHARMAINE 
MURRAY

Integrity Shearing giving you 
the respect 
you deserve

TEL 03 225 4605
FAX 03 225 4020
Email: integrity.shr@xtra.co.nz

Freephone 0800 124605

Members of the ewe shearing gang at Loch Linnhe 2011, outside the shed with one of the most stunning views in 
the country.  Left to right, Milton Waipuka, Cheyenne Smith, Piri Hamiora, Patch Puna (front), Rocky Taite, Teresa 
Aporo (holding Bobbi Forde), Bex Nelson, Richard Timu, Eric Aramoana, Herbie “I’ve been shearing 30-something 
years and never had my photo in the Shearing Mag” Wakefield, Cyris Mihaka and Marshall Tamakehu.

TECTRA STUDENTS AWARDED 
CERTIFICATE IN WOOL 

TECHNOLOGY 2011

Tracey Rona Belliss
Darryn Samuael Eddington
Daniel Richard Gilbertson

Joanne Karamaena
Stephen Michael McKinley
Owen James Minchington

Bradley Alan Rowland
Gavin John Rowland

Ashley Deane Whitaker

TECTRA STUDENTS AWARDED 
CERTIFICATE IN WOOL TECHNOLOGY 

WOOL CLASSING 2011

Bernadette Mary Forde
Teresa Wiki McGregor

Raewyne Anne Taua-Gutsell
Marie Alaina Whiu

Katherine Jane Wilson
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Congratulations to our National Certificate Recipients

Why train with Tectra?
Tectra, New Zealand’s largest wool harvesting trainer, 
holds the contract with Agriculture ITO (AgITO) to 
deliver shearing and wool handling training nationally 
and has over thirty years experience in delivering 
training programmes. We are committed to providing 
world-class training to shearers, wool handlers, 
classers and pressers. 

To find out more about the course schedule in your 
area contact your local Regional Training Manager 
or call us free on 0800 350 035 or visit our website 
www.tectra.co.nz.

National Operations Manager
Gavin Rowland (Christchurch) (03) 353 9294 or 027 
432 5450. Email: gavin.rowland@tectra.co.nz
 

Our Regional Training Managers
David Long (Palmerston North) looks after all Wool 
Handling and Modern Apprentices in the North Island.  
Call David on (06) 357 1321 or 027 490 0749.

Robyne Murray (Alexandra) looks after all Modern 
Apprentices for the South Island, and Wool Classing. 
Call Robyne on (03) 448 7901 or 027 581 8144.
Dean Te Huia (Te Kuiti) looks after Northland, 
Waikato, Taranaki and the Bay of Plenty.  Call Dean on 
(07) 878 7666 or 027 495 0601. 
Bill Hale (Takapau) looks after the North Island’s East 
Coast and the Hawke’s Bay regions. Call Bill on (06) 
843 3187 or 027 492 8979.
Ian Hopkirk (Palmerston North) looks after 
Wanganui, the Manawatu and Wairarapa regions. Call 
Ian on (06) 353 2965  or 027 230 6659.
Kevin Hessell (Temuka) looks after Nelson, 
Marlborough, Canterbury, North Otago and West Coast 
regions. Call Kevin on (03) 614 8875 or 027 591 7759.
Chas Tohiariki (Invercargill) looks after Central and 
South Otago and the Southland regions. Call Chas on 
(03) 235 2787 or 027 246 5538.

Wool Handling Training Manager
Huia Whyte-Puna (Christchurch) looks after all the 
South Island Wool handlers and Pressers. Call Huia on 
(03) 339 4472 or 027 452 4600.

National Certificate in 
Wool Handling Level 2

Shannon Bailey, Alice Elers, 
Cassandra George, Cushla 
Gordon, Bryce Guy, Ayla Hale, 
Kelsey Holgate, Matthew 
Howell, Jennifer Hunter, Gemma 
Maxwell, Heni Moeke, Jacynta 
Neame, Natalie Nuku, Teri 
Rutland, Cobie Stringer, Ayla 
Sutton, Raewyn Thompson.

National Certificate in 
Wool Handling Level 3

Shaunee Edwards, Pirihira 
Hamiora, Candy Hiri, Kaea 
Kingi, Pamela Poka, Marcia 
Stewart, Lania Zein.

National Certificate in 
Wool Pressing Level 3

Chad Bailey, Dylan Pable-
cheque, Robert Thompson.

National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Level 4 

Thomas Borell, Jimmy-Joe 
Elers, Dylan Fowler, Bevan Guy, 
Danny Hapeta, Tuara Hemara, 
Kane Henderson, Taranaki 
Hokianga, Maaka Rangiuaia, 
Phillip Rangiuaia, Roy Simpson, 
Terangimarie Tangiwai.

National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Level 3

Floyd Aranui, Richard Asalemo, 
Henry Balfour, Nickolas Balfour, 

Luke Bates, Bruce Beard, 
Damian Bloomfield, Michael 
Bokser, Matthew Buchanan, 
TJ Christiansen, Errol Chrystal, 
Don Crawford, Alistair Crossan, 
Shane Dellow, Tony Dellow, 
Owen Dodd, Jason Edwards, 
Mano Flutey, Daniel Giles, 
Co l in  Haupapa ,  Thomas 
Hepi, Mark Hokianga, Scott 
Holloway, Wayne Houpapa, 
Ernest Hurinui, Jehonathon 
Iyer, Willy Jones, Christopher 
Journeaux, Ngaro Kennedy, 
Michael Lalich, Iona Lee, Morgan 
Lissington, Samuel MacDonald, 
Jason Mackie-Hokianga, Rangi 
Manahi, Brian Maniapoto, Nick 
Manukau, Lawrence Maraku, 
Pakika Maraku, Shane Marshall, 
Christopher Morris, Dallas Muir, 
Manu Nikora, Ceasr Oyarzun, 
Sam Parker, Jayde Petuha, 
Steven Playle, William Pullins, 

Partners in Wool 
Harvesting Training
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Rion Puna, Fraser Quinlivan, 
Percy Raukawa, George Renata, 
Calvin Rongotoa, Wayne Roore, 
Lewis Small, Mark Stokoe, 
Luke Swann, Graham Tai Jnr, 
Alan Tarei, Zoey Te Maipi, 
Ross Te Riini, Brook Todd, 
Bennett Traill, Paki Waerea, 
Alex White, Thomas Winiata, 
Fabian Woodford.

National Certificate in 
Blade Shearing Level 2

Tommy Waller

National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Level 2
Tamahiri Cahi l l ,  Matthew 
Cuming, Marcus Cutbush, 
Ben jam in  Gower,  Pe te r 

Handley, Cameron Hicks, Jack 
Hinaki, Tremayne Hohipa, John 
Humphrey, Thomas Kearney, 
Elroy Keil, Benjamin Lilley, Michael 
Matthews, Haymin Morgan, Troy 
Neilson, Robert O’Callaghan, 

Jayde Parker, Benjamin Parkes, 
Tane Pohatu, Brad Stafford, 
Tyne Stafford, James Thomson, 
Thomas Wylie.

Introduction to Shearing
Ashley Andrew, Rebecca Andrew, 
Andrew Blackmore, William 
Bury, Turuhia Edmonds, Jordan 
Fox, Holly Granich, Cameron 
Gray, Isaac Hay, Robbie Head, 
Dean Herlihy, Peter Hiroti, 
Andrew Howie, Jamie Howie, 
Ethan King, Lou MacLennan, 
Chief Nepe, Zachary Noone, 
Patricia Rabarts, Liam Smedley, 
Christopher Taylor, Hamish 
Tomlin, David Walker, Corbett 
Webb, Tahumutu White, Taihao 
White.

TECTRA LIMITED : CERTIFICATE IN WOOL TECHNOLOGY
The Certificate in Wool Technology is an extramural tertiary-level course for people interested in the 
production, harvesting and preparation of wool.  This two-year programme develops the knowledge and 
skills needed to supervise clip preparation in the shearing shed and to class wool in the shed or store. 

Who should do the course?: Anyone wanting to understand wool and the wool industry in New Zealand 
will find the Certificate in Wool Technology extremely valuable. Students come from a wide array of 
backgrounds - leading wool handlers, farmers, wool brokers and people working in the wool marketing 
and processing industries have completed this internationally recognized qualification.

How is the programme run?: The course is a two-year, part time programme consisting of papers taught 
extramurally through study guides and assignments. Practical block courses are held in both the North 
and South Islands and those students who select to do the Wool Classing module undertake considerable 
in-shed practical work. On successful completion of the certificate you will be offered automatic entry 
into the NZ Wool Classers Association.

What’s new?: In response to industry demand, we have developed a Wool Classing Module that will 
allow leading wool handlers to focus their programme on wool classing.  This has a strong practical 
component that involves trainees working alongside mentors in live-classing situations.  This allows you 
to learn the business alongside industry professionals. 

Aligned to equivalent Australian qualification: An added benefit for people graduating with the Wool 
Technology classing qualification is the opportunity to have your classing stencil endorsed in Australia.  
This requires a short bridging course to get you qualified to class wool in Australia.

Registration: Applications for enrolment are open now so don’t delay!

Funding: Ministry of Social Development student loans are available. Contact StudyLink on 0800 889 
900 to discuss your entitlement. You may be entitled to a training incentive allowance from Work and 
Income New Zealand. Contact your Case Manager to discuss your entitlement.

To enrol, or for more information, contact: Laurie Boniface, Manager Industry Studies, Tectra Limited. 
Tel: (06) 350 2304 : Mob: (027) 433 8925 : Email: laurie.boniface@tectra.co.nz 

Partners in Wool 
Harvesting Training
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Roger Best obituary

Tua Shearing
Eketahuna

A great place for good 
people to work!

Work all year round ...
shear more sheep ... 

work in good sheds ...
spend less time travelling ...

   good meals and accommodation ...
  part of a friendly, professional team ...

Contact Motu on 06 375 8488
or Lionel on 06 376 7877

or via our website

www.tuashearing.com

By George Mudge
Roger Best has passed away at the 
age of 75. Roger was one of the 
original trainee’s that the late Godfrey 
Bowen taught to shear on his visits 
to the United Kingdom in the 1950’s. 
Roger went on to become one of the 
senior instructors for the British Wool 
Marketing Board. Roger instructed at 
shearing courses around the Country 
for many years. He also taught many 
young people to shear at local young 
farmers clubs and agricultural colleges 
over the years. He also travelled to 
Hungary doing demonstrations with 
Lister equipment and teaching people 
to shear the Bowen style. 

It was another initiative of Godfrey’s 
that took Roger to New Zealand in 
1980. I remember Godfrey saying at 
the time to us UK shearers “you are 
shearing well but you need help to 
take you the extra mile”. He organised 
an instructor exchange with the New 
Zealand Wool Board. Roger and Taffy 
Evans travelled to New Zealand that 
year	[1980]	and	it	coincided	with	the	
World Championship at Masterton. 
Roger was a great one to tell the tale 
and he never tired of recounting his 

memorable trip to your great country. 
He well remembered his experiences 
of crutching hundreds of sheep for 
shearing courses, helping to teach 
open shearers to improve on minor 
points, judging at the Balclutha Show 
and going pig hunting with some of 
the New Zealand instructors.

I ran a number of courses in the 

early ’Eighties with Roger’s help. He 
never stopped working; he always 
gave 100% commitment to teaching 
the youngsters. Godfrey would have 
been proud of the commitment Roger 
showed to the shearing industry.

Roger judged at most of the Shows 
around the United Kingdom for 
many years and was awarded with a 
certificate	of	merit	for	his	services	to	
the shearing industry in 2007.

Roger was diagnosed with cancer in 
2000 and responded well to treatment 
and regained fairly good health until 
early 2010. During this time Roger 
helped us when we were busy doing 
a bit of tractor driving and helping 
us with the harvest. For many years 
he helped with the grinding of combs 
and cutters for our customers. If it was 
possible he was always willing to help. 
Roger fought this dreadful disease 
well,	but	it	finally	got	the	better	of	him	
last November. Roger will always be 
remembered for his happy disposition 
and smiling face. He leaves behind 
his beloved wife Barbara, 2 daughters 
and 2 grandchildren.

We could truly say “well done thou 
good and faithful servant”.

The late Roger Best

The solution to the problem that arises, when everyone thinks 
someone else will bring sounds to work: Open the biggest 
door in the shed, back in the car, and turn up the volume.  This 
example of innovative thinking apparently worked really well, 
somewhere in the South Island, August 2011. Question: was it 
tuned to Rock FM, Radio Sport, the National Programme ...
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McCONACHIE 
SHEARING LTD

WINTON

Raelene and Jamie are just a 
phone call away for all your 

shearing needs.

We also encourage our staff to 
improve their skills through 

shearing sports competitions.

Tel 03 236 9987
Mob 0274 336 477

JEFF DORSET
S H E A R I N G

R O T O R U A

“We support all that 
is best in shearing.”

DRUG FREE GANGS
TOP RATES

Jeff 0274 920 758
or 07 348 0318

jdorset@reporoa.co.nz

POVERTY BAY 
SHEARING LTD

Makaraka, Gisborne

Top quality shearers 
and shedhands 

wanted. Plenty of work 
from November thru 

to March.

Phone Phill or Tup 

now on 06 867 1125 

rileysmusicstore.com
for easy listening country rock music
(Website	now	working	–	sorry	if	you	couldn’t	log	on	before)

For hard copies email:
rileysmusicstore@yahoo.com.au

By Des Williams
Joe Armstrong fondly remembers teaching a young bloke 
named ‘Pete’ to shear. “He was a very shy boy, about 18-
years-of-age. When the woman came into the shed with 
smoko he would go and hide. So I took him aside and 
showed him how to pick up and hold a handpiece.

“It took him several days to learn how to get the belly 
off, and he always got so upset if he did something wrong. 
Finally, after about three years, he was doing 125 a day. Then 
he decided off his own bat one day that he was going to try 
and do 150. I thought to myself the only way he would get 
to 150 would be if I worked like a bloody dog all day and 
slipped a few into his pen while under the guise of showing 
him a few blows. I’d shear two or three on his stand every 
so often to help him with his last side and then get back on 
my own stand.

“We did 502 between us that day and Pete’s tally was 152. 
He was so excited, over the moon, and rang all around the 
district telling people about it. I was just hanging on the 
ropes, bloody exhausted. Then, about a week later we were 
lying in our bunks and Pete suddenly sat up. ‘You know the 
day	I	did	152	–	you	must	have	done	350!’	I	just	said,	‘I	don’t	
know Pete, I didn’t count ‘em up.”

“He was heavy going, and I had to look after his tax forms 
and everything. Then I got him work in a bigger gang that 
was able to carry him. One day we were short of a shearer 
and I gave Pete a ring and asked him if he could give us a 
day’s	work.	That	was	okay,	and	when	we’d	finished	 they	
brought	in	the	tax	forms	to	fill	out	and	I	noticed	Pete	writing	
away with his left hand.

Left write left, Pete?
‘Do you always write with your left hand Pete?’ I asked.
‘I do everything with my left hand,’ he replied.
‘But you shear with your right hand.’
“And he said, ‘But you told me to hold the handpiece like 

that, in my right hand.’
“But Pete was a good boy, and ended up working for the 

Post	Office,	doing	very	well	for	himself.	In	later	years	he	
would introduce me to people as the man who taught him 
to shear and I used to think to myself, ‘I hope they haven’t 
seen Pete shear!’”
(Extract from interview with Joe Armstrong, New Zealand 
Shearing Championships programme, March 2000.)

Long-serving shearing world record judges Don Morrison 
(above left) and Doug Oliver (above right) retired their 
services after 24 and 17 years respectively on the World 
Records panel. The pair were presented with certificates 
marking their service by Committee chairman, Mark 
Baldwin of Australia (centre) at the annual meeting, held 
at Waihi, earlier this year.
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By Des Williams
Koro Mullins, at the 2002 New Zealand shearing champion-
ships at Te Kuiti, interviewed a group of Asian girls who 
had popped in for a look at the action. With just a question 
or two, Koro determined they were actually Japanese, and 
they’d never been that close to sheep or wool before.

The visitors took keen  interest in the wool pressing 
competition and of course, Koro soon acquired a small 
amount	of	fleece	wool	for	each	of	them	to	take	away	as	a	
souvenir. He left them with the parting shot that “wool is 
almost entirely protein, so it would be very useful if you 
could all go back to your home country and work out some 
way of making it edible.”

The incident came back to mind recently when 
Wellington reader Heinz Wieser emailed copy of an 
obituary notice for Dr Brian Shorland, published by the 
Dominion Post in June 1999. Dr Shorland, whose name 
and career achievements were “news” to me, had died just 
a few weeks short of his 100th birthday. He’d retired in 
1969 after a career in science during which he’d earned 
“three doctorates, done mountains of research, published 
more substantive papers than most of his peers”, with 
more than 200 noted against his name.
But	the	really	interesting	part	is	this	–	Dr	Shorland	had	

already done, decades earlier, what Koro Mullins urged 
the young Japanese to do.

“Shorland raised eyebrows throughout his working life, 
not least because he was one of those original types who 
took	pleasure	not	only	in	his	own	findings,	but	who	was	
excited by the work of others,” the obituary noted. 

“Thirty years ago, he demonstrated the conversion of 
wool (itself a protein) into edible protein. At Victoria 
University’s	 Student	 Association	 building,	 Shorland	 –	
who	had	his	doubters	–	described	how	woollen	socks	and	
jerseys could be converted into a white, edible powder. 
Imagine protein as a brick wall, he said, and the bricks 
an arrangement of the protein’s 24-odd constituent amino 
acids. Two of the aminos with sulphur elements prevent 
human digestion of wool. 

“By liquidising the jerseys and socks, removing the sulphur-
linked aminos in a chemical reaction, and then evaporating 
the liquid, one is left with a white powder. His audience was 
enthralled.	His	addition	of	bacon	flavouring	tempted	some	to	
try it. The powder, he said, could be a substitute for 40% of 
flour	in	bread	and	biscuits	and	cakes.”

So, if those Japanese girls are still in New Zealand, 
here’s a suggested head start on your own doctoral studies. 
And for the rest of us, the next time we hear someone 
countering	surprise	with	an	offer	 to	“eat	 their	hat”	–	we	
might	 urge	 them	 to	 go	 right	 ahead	 –	 especially	 if	 they	
happen to be wearing a woollen beanie. 

Whale oil eat my hat!

“A quote of his really says it all: “Sustainable 
management will not be achieved by rules, regulations, 
legislation or plans. It is achieved by those working 
the land with sweaty brows and dirty hands.” 
Graham Reed (NZFF), noting the recent death of High 
Country (Mount Aspiring) farmer, John Aspinall.

You will note from the item on page 28 (Rugby World 
Cup Speedshear) that when country people roll into the 
city	they	just	get	on	and	do	what	they	do	best	–	find	a	flat	
board, set up a couple of shearing machines, bring in some 
sheep and get down to business. 

But with the holiday season coming on, and our city folk 
brothers and sisters maybe venturing out into the wide 
open spaces, we suspect it may not be quite so easy for 
them to adapt, and thought it timely to publish a guide to 
some “rural terminology” so they will at least have some 
chance of understanding and taking part in a country 
conversation. Here goes:
Log on: adding wood to make the barbie hotter.
Log off: not adding any more wood to the barbie.
Monitor: keeping an eye on the barbie.
Download:	getting	the	firewood	off	the	ute.
Hard	drive:	going	home	without	first	having	a	beer.
Keyboard: where you hang the ute keys.
Windows: what you shut during the polar blast. 
Screen: what you shut in the mosquito season.
Byte: what mosquitos do.
Megabyte: what South Island mosquitos do.
Chip: a pub snack.
Microchip: what’s left in the bag after you’ve eaten the chips.
Modem: what you did to the lawns.
Laptop: where the cat sleeps.
Software: plastic knives and forks on an aeroplane.
Hardware: Stainless steel knives and forks from K-Mart.
Mouse: the small rodent that eats the grain in the shed.
Mainframe: what holds the shed up.
Web: what spiders make.

Website: found in the shed, verandah or car wing mirror.
Search engine: what you do when the ute won’t go.
Cursor: what you say when the ute won’t go.
Yahoo: What you say when the ute does go.
Upgrade: a steep hill.
Server: the person at the pub who brings the counter lunch.
Mail server: the bloke at the pub who brings the counter lunch
User: the neighbour who keeps borrowing things.
Network: annual repairs on the whitebait net.
Internet: where you want the whitebait to go.
Netscape: what the whitebait do when they evade the net.
Online: where you hang the Swanni after a wet day.

Rural terminology

www.wingmirror.com - a very popular country website
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If it’s used in the Shearing Industry
then chances are - we sell it.

Shop online at www.courela.com.au 

Courela Clothing
5 Phillip Street  Ph/Fax: 08 8626 1285
STREAKY BAY
South Australia 5680

Try our new black 
stretch shearing pants

Champions past and present gathered at Alexandra last month to celebrate the New Zealand Merino Shears 50th 
anniversary. Pictured from back left: Barry Taylor, Brian Quinn, Murray McSkimming, Norm Sanson, Ian Kneen, Alan 
Donaldson, Ian Rutherford, Ken Pike, Jim Keenan, Dion Morrell, Darin Forde. Middle left: Percy Barrett, Mana Te 
Whata, James Fagan. Front left: Pauline Pike, Graeme Bell, Dianne Bracken, Raelene McConachie, Joanne Kumeroa, 
Taiwha Nelson, Grant Smith and Damian Boyle.
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ADRIAN COX 
SHEARING LTD

has vacancies for 
experienced shearers 

and shedhands for 
stayout work on his 
fine wool run based 

in South 
Canterbury.

Excellent working 
conditions.

Give Adrian a 
call today!

Tel 03 614 7811

Members of ‘Mouse’ Robertson’s crew enjoying a well-earned rest at their Lawrence 
quarters after a hard, hot day’s work in late September. From left: Bernie Kingi, 
George Niania, Jude Gamble, Clayton Pitman, Mouse, Connie Raroa, Frankie 
Tuwhangai, Jude Raroa and Max Marsden. 

They’all reckoned they’d earned a rest too (arrest, more like it!) – and the show 
was only half over! Woolhandling judges at NZ Merino Shears, from left: Raelene 
McConachie, Janet Smith, Vanessa Te Whata, Roxanne Roxburgh, Fiona Walker, 
Gordon Duthie, Gail Holmes, Don Moffat, Fredia Kerekere and Dave Carr.

Yep, Colourful
“Rick Pivac would probably agree 
with earlier writers who have 
described him as “one of the colourful 
characters of New Zealand shearing”.

“He certainly tells a colourful story 
about	how	he	came	to	be	a	shearer	–	or	
at least, why he left Kaitaia! Growing 
up in a large Northland family 20 
years before unemployment was any 
sort of an issue, Rick decided to try 
any work opportunity which came 
his way, at the same time looking 
for ‘something more permanent’. He 
even spent 18 months in Auckland as 
an apprentice mechanic, before trying 
his hand selling insurance.

“Back in Kaitaia, he spent some time 
driving	a	truck	for	a	carrying	firm.	He	
explained the situation to Tu Tangata 
magazine a number of years ago: It 
was Friday night and I decided to take 
a short-cut back across the beach. The 
tide was coming in and I never made 
it. An hour later I was sitting there 
watching my truck float away.

“Actually, it wasn’t Rick’s truck, it 
was his uncle’s! ... In the circumstances, 
it seemed to Rick to be a good time 
to check out the South Island. He had 
a mate working in Central Otago, 
shearing for Murray McSkimming. 
Rick looked him up, got a job with the 
gang	as	a	presser	and	had	his	first	taste	
of what promised to be ‘something 
more permanent’.”
(From Gone West for the Shearing – A 
Silver Jubilee Review of the Western 
Shears at Raglan. Des Williams 1993)
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A for Attitude

PETER LYON SHEARING
Peter and Elsie are always looking for good employees, especially July-Oct and Dec-
April. We shear 1.6 million sheep and crutch them at least once, so 3 million sheep have 
to be put out the porthole by somebody! Consider this:

•	 Top	accommodation,	meals	and	travel	provided.	The	only	charge	is	a	janitor’s	fee		 	
 $5 per day for shed staff and $7 per day for shearers.
•	 Shearing	pay	rates	as	per	NZSCA	employment	agreement	(or	above	for	merinos).		 	
 Copy of employment agreement available on request.
•	 Shed	staff	paid	at	agreed	rates	-	attitude	and	ability	to	perform	main	considerations.
•	 Pay	once	a	week,	every	week.	Experience	not	essential	-	we	are	happy	to	pass	on		 	
 our experience from within the company.
•	 Good	standard	of	behaviour	expected	-	we	take	a	dim	view	of	drugs	and	too	much		 	
 alcohol.
•	 Reliable	weather	patterns	in	Central	Otago.

We	welcome	your	enquiries	-	confident	we	will	stack	up	as	top	quality	employers
Box 321 Alexandra: Tel 03 448 6378 : fax 03 448 9201

By Conor English
Social Development Minister Paula 
Bennett recently issued a challenge 
to New Zealanders on how we could 
get our terrible child abuse statistics 
down. The Minister was looking for 
solutions, any solutions. It struck me 
that part of our solution, not only 
for our terrible child abuse statistics, 
but also for our economic, social and 
environmental challenges, is attitude. 
As Winston Churchill said, “attitude is a 
little thing that makes a big difference.” 

If all parents had a positive rather 
than negative attitude towards 
children, saw them as an asset not 
a liability, saw the best in them not 
the worst, were proud of them not 
ashamed, supported not humiliated 
or criticised them as they learned by 
making mistakes, and wanted the best 
for them - then we would be better off. 
If they simply just said to their children 
that they thought they were great and 
that they were valued, I suspect our 
crime statistics would be less and 
many people would be happier. 

But while we may have concerns 
about attitudes to children, what about 
our attitudes on other fronts. If we 
changed the word “children” above 
to “business person”, “exporter”, 
“farmer”, “manufacturer” or “wealth 
creator” - can we say New Zealand has 
a different attitude than some parents 
have towards the children they abuse? 
Is this harsh but fair? Maybe, maybe 
not? 

If	we	want	 to	 remain	 a	first	world	
country, someone has to make some 
money somewhere in this country to 
pay the bills. The attitudes of those 
who contribute to make that money, 
and of others towards them, is critical. 
Wealth creators are like children - there 
is no future without them. Everyone 
has their part to play, but someone has 
to start the money go round. 

If human capital is the sum of 
knowledge x attitude x action, then 
attitude is critical. We need people 
with the right attitude to take risks 
with capital. Recently Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology’s Bill Aulet 
said there are two kinds of people; 
“those who make excuses and 
entrepreneurs”. And our attitude to 
savings saw 91.87% reject compulsory 
savings in September 1997, so now 
we have thinner capital markets from 
which to draw. 

Attitudes matter in our public sector. 
There are many excellent people 
making a contribution in the public 
sector at national and local level, but 
the focus needs to be on enabling, not 
disabling; on doing stuff, not stopping 
things happening for the sake of it. 
We need regulation, but it will only 
work if it makes sense to both those 
regulating and those regulated. You 
can’t regulate success, but you can 
regulate to prevent it. 

In Wellington there has been recent 
controversy around a proposal to 
erect a Wellywood sign to gain global 
recognition. Democracy is important 
but it has been the attitudes displayed 
by those on both sides of the argument 
that has been instructive. For some 
nothing is better than something, no 
risk is worth taking, and anybody who 
wants to try something new to advance 
the city is almost seen as an enemy 
who needs torn down. Nowhere is 
there a sense of humor, sense of 
adventure or sense that the city needs 
to make progress by taking some 
risks. Again as Winston Churchill 
said	 -	 a	 pessimist	 sees	 the	 difficulty	
in every opportunity; an optimist sees 
the	opportunity	in	every	difficulty.	

Let’s back ourselves in whatever we 
each do in life and the contribution 
we each make. Let’s take a positive 
attitude towards others who also back 
themselves, but maybe in different 
ways than us. If we want New 
Zealand to be a place where talent 
wants to live, then we simply need 
more people who see the glass more 
than half full, weather regarding our 
children or wealth creators. So why 
don’t we just each decide to be more 
positive. While we can’t control others 
attitudes, we certainly can control our 
own. So are we up for it? 

From Scoop Network. Conor English is 
Chief Executive Officer for Federated 
Farmers of New Zealand.)

Attitude important – Conor English
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World Cup Invitation Speed Shear
On 17 & 18 October 2011 
an international audience 
was treated to the best 
demonstration of speed-
shearing the industry could 
wish for. At the invitation of Cutting Edge Sports, eight 
shearers, ‘the best in the world’ produced a spectacle beyond 
all expectations. The team comprised Cam Ferguson, David 
Fagan, Dion King, John Kirkpatrick, Digger Balme, Dean 
Ball, Adam Brausch and Chris Jones.

This exhibition was held on the big stage at the Fan 
Zone, Queens Wharf, Auckland as part of the Country 
Promotion	week	leading	up	to	the	finals	of	Rugby	World	
Cup. Lance and Richard Waddell provided a new two-stand 
speed-shear system and John and Neil Fagan provided a 
nice line of well-prepared ewe hoggets. We were billed 
in conjunction with the Topp Twins as ‘Ken & Ken’ who 
carried the crowd along the country lanes of New Zealand 
to	bring	to	the	city	shearing	at	its	finest.

Under the guidance of Lance Waddell, the men took 
seriously the emphasis of maintaining top quality while 
creating the spectacle that only speed can evoke. ‘Ken 
& Ken’ drew the crowds to the stage then handed over 
to Koro Mullins and Steve Hollander to commentate the 
speed-shearing and call for volunteer winders to take part in 

the hand-winding events. The 
hand-winding resulted in an 
International representation 
of many countries including 
those from England, Ireland, 

Australia and South Africa. They came onto stage with 
good humour, they left with aching arms.

As ever with these events, there was a big team involved: 
John Fagan supplied the ewe hoggets, Neil Fagan, David 
Fagan, Dean Ball and Digger Balme prepared the sheep, 
John Fagan, Neil Fagan, Josh Balme and Richard Waddell 
did pen work during the two days, Neil Sidwell, Alan 
Precious and Jeff Wood were judging, Jeff’s two daughters 
were wool technicians, Lance and Glenn Waddell were 
on electronic timing, Richard and Jaden Waddell on 
shearing stand set-up and running, and with Koro Mullins 
commentating. 
The	two-day	event	resulted	in	four	finals	–	David	Fagan	

(in	two	finals),	Dion	King	(in	three	finals),	Digger	Balme	
(in	two	finals)	John	Kirkpatrick	(in	one	final).	The	fastest	
time over the two days came through from Dion King in 
a	semi-final	at	29.65	seconds,	the	second	fastest	again	by	
Dion at 29.82 seconds and third fastest time over the two 
days was David Fagan with 31.91 seconds. 
(Glenn Waddell)

Big Surprise for Bill
The last weekend of September proved to be a memorable 
occasion for Bill Burton of Kirikau Valley, south of 
Taumarunui. Bill’s farm is on the market after 60 years in 
family ownership and, as far as he was concerned, the last 
hogget shearing was meant to be “business as usual” for a 
gang from Mackintosh Shearing. 

But Bill’s three brothers turned up to help (surprise 
number one), sons Charlie and Andy brought their 
handpieces (surprise number two), and the woolhandling 
team comprised more than 30 immediate family members 
from	about	five-years-of-age	upwards,	all	of	whom	“just	
happened to be visiting” that day. Charlie Burton says his 
father	confided	that	the	occasion	had	been	one	of	the	best	
days of his life. “He had all the things around him that have 
meant	so	much	to	him	in	his	life	–	shearing	and	family,	in	
that order! He just loved it. Together we made an old man 
[steady	on	there	Charlie!]	very	happy.”	

(See page 38 for photos of the Burton family occasion.)

Te Puna Speed Shear
21st January 2012

(after the Tauranga A&P Show)

The Quarry Tavern on Te Puna Road
Open: 1st prize $2000.00
Senior: 1st prize $1000.00

Also Veterans

Enquiries Ph: Worzel 0275 772 632
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By Tom Harding
Shearers’ quarters are often treated with nothing but 
contempt by those who use them; we’ve all been guilty 
of it at some time or another. If we’re not guilty of actual 
physical damage, we verbally run them down and moan 
about how awful they are.
It’s	probably	fair	to	say	that	they’re	not	five-star	hotels,	

but spare a thought for the world’s millions of homeless 
people who have nowhere at all to go. To someone trapped 
in a life on the streets, even the most basic and run-down 
quarters would be a luxury. 

Never knowing exactly where you are going to spend 
the night, how cold and wet it might be and whether you’ll 
even feel safe enough to sleep is no fun.

Rob Jones from South Wales, now 33, has had issues 
with homelessness since his late teens. He is a classic 
example of how the system can fail people and how they 
can end up on the streets through no fault of their own.
“I	was	physically	abused	when	I	was	younger	–	mentally	

and physically abused by my step-father,” he recalls. “He 
used to beat me up and use mind games. He was bringing 
up	his	own	two	children	as	well	so	they’d	come	first	before	
me	 and	 there	 was	 obviously	 some	 resentment	 [towards	
me]	there.”

At the age of 15 he ran away, but soon ended up in the 
wrong kind of company, his only friends and role models 
being drug dealers.

The worst thing about homelessness is the vicious 
circle in which it entraps its victims, one from which it 
is very hard to escape. Once someone is on the streets, 
homelessness	 becomes	 a	 self-fulfilling	 prophecy:	 it’s	
impossible	 to	 get	 a	 job	 without	 a	 fixed	 address,	 and	
impossible	to	secure	a	fixed	address	without	a	job	to	pay	
the rent. Many eventually fall into alcoholism and drugs 
out of sheer despair, only spiralling them ever deeper into 

the vicious circle and reinforcing their negative stereotype 
in the eyes of potential employers.

Rob now sells the The Big Issue	magazine	–	one	of	the	
few opportunities available to help homeless people in 
the United Kingdom rebuild their lives.  The Big Issue, 
a weekly entertainment and current affairs magazine, 
founded in London by John Bird exactly twenty years ago, 
provides the homeless with a “legitimate alternative to 
begging”, under the mantra “a hand up, not a hand out...”

Selling the magazine allows vendors to earn a modest 
income, while getting back into a daily routine, meeting 
people,	building	confidence	and	learning	self	discipline.

The New Zealand shearing industry also provides a great 
potential opportunity to the homeless: these very same 
benefits	could	be	received	by	anyone	starting	as	a	learner	
presser or wool-handler, while thanks to shearers’ quarters 
they could literally be taken off the streets overnight.

Rob likes what he hears about the New Zealand shearing 
industry and could see himself working in it. “I think 
it would be good, I would be able to learn a trade,” he 
says. “I think it is a really good idea; it gives people an 
incentive, something they can do . . . like me now with The 
Big Issue.

“If I didn’t have The Big Issue I think I might fall back 
into that rhythm where I was last year.  I’d burned a lot of 
bridges with my family, but I’ve found them a lot more 
involved with me now. They’ve seen a change in me so 
they’re willing to embrace that and I feel great about it.”

It may not feel great when you’re lying on a lumpy 
mattress,	in	a	small	room,	looking	up	at	flaking	paint	and	a	
bulb-less	light	fitting.		But	just	remember:	it’s	not	a	quarter	
as bad as life on the streets.

“Big Issue, Sir? Madam? Special offer today - free copy of 
Shearing!” - Big Issue vendor Rob Jones on his pitch outside 
Cambrian Shopping Centre, Newport.

Positions available for permanent and 
seasonal staff with good work ethics

Opportunities to upskill for
Shearers, Woolhandlers and Pressers

Cook’s position also available
Good accommodation, solid winter work
Book in now! All enquiries to Dion and 

Gabriela welcome

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Central Otago shearing services 
 
 
DION MORRELL SHEARING LTD. 
 
Alexandra 
Ph. 03 448 9170 
M.   027 630 9081 
 

Beats living on the streets
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Criterion Club Hotel
7-10 Tarbert Street, Alexandra

Tel 03 448 7204: Fax 03 448 7378

Hosts: Tony & Corranne Flannery

The Middle Pub
Cheaper accommodation, new 

kitchen and dining room, TAB and 
CRT

Legendz Bar & Restaurant

Based in Riversdale, Southland

Shearers / Shedhands
Wanted for hard working, 

professional team
Must be honest and reliable

Permanent or Seasonal

Main shear 5 January - mid April
Pre-lamb 1 June to September

Top accommodation
Top pay rates
Paid weekly

Phone:
Roger 03 202 5543  Cell 027 205 2192

Email: southlandwideshearing@xtra.co.nz

Sir Frederick Wolseley, Mister Lister, Terry Parkes, Mr 
Heiniger, Eddie Bartlett, Mr Beiyuan, Mr Sunbeam – and 
all others who have produced handpieces over the past 120 
years – it’s time to move over! Six-year-old Charis Morrell 
of Alexandra has won the annual teddy-bear shear at the 
NZ Merino champs with a handpiece made from a rolled up 
Shearing magazine and a cut-down convex comb [what	was	
that	doing	in	there?] from the gear box of a certain shearer 
bearing the same surname. Charis brought her “dolly-pet-
sheep” to the event, complete with socks borrowed from little 
sister Jelena, that she adeptly removed using the bottom tooth 
of her comb to earn maximum quality points from the judges. 
And maximum points for invention from the editor of this 
magazine! A future successor to Michelle Harrex, perhaps?

One enduring story from the New Zealand shearing team’s trip 
to Ireland for the 1998 world championships involves blade 
shearers Alex MacDonald and Noel Handley. They returned 
from a day’s travel to find manager’s wife Mrs McCarroll 
had washed and ironed their white “dress shirts”. After 
expressing appropriate gratitude, Alex remarked, ‘but you 
didn’t need to do that – we are blade shearers, we are so pure 
our white shirts remain clean for a week!’ With that in mind, 
we couldn’t help noticing that two much more recent New 
Zealand blade shearing representatives, Mike McConnell 
and Brian Thomson (pictured at Alexandra last month) were 
wearing dark grey uniform shirts. We can only presume there 
is nothing significant in the change of colour ...
All jokes aside, the blade men made a welcome return to 
Alexandra as part of the 50th anniversary celebrations, 
giving spectators a rare opportunity to see New Zealand’s 
best match it with the legendary South African and world 
champion, Zwilewile Hans and other overseas exponents.
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Shearing Services Ltd
Mossburn

Professional staff required.
Well above award wages paid 

to quality staff.  
Classy accommodation 

provided.

Ring Mana or Vanessa

03 248 6122 or 0274 770 448

BRUCE ROGERS
SHEARING CONTRACTOR

SOUTH CANTERBURY

•	 Quality and service guaranteed
•	 Good	accommodation	and	conditions
•	 Jobs	available	year-round	for	good		 	
 shearers and shedhands
•	 Member	NZ	Shearing	Contractors’		 	
 Assn

Tel 03 693 8087

 Ainsley Shearing Co.
Central Otago

 * We have an excellent pre-lamb run
 * We employ quality-conscious   
  people
 * If you perform, work continuity  
  is guaranteed

Phone Daryl or Toni on

o3 445 0403

From Scoop Network
The outlook for wool on the global stage is very good 
–	 according	 to	 Elders	 Primary	Wool’s	 newly	 appointed	
National Wool Manager, Simon Averill, based in Napier. 
By his own description, he is a man with a gumboot on 
the	 farm,	and	another	 (muddy	one)	 in	 the	office.	He	has	
monitored wool trends closely, on and off the farm, and is 
confident	about	its	future.
“A	key	influencer	has	been	the	earthquakes	in	Japan	and	

Christchurch,	and	the	flooding	in	Australia,”		says	Simon.		
“These imply rebuilding in major areas of the world and in 
markets which already use wool. This will push up demand 
in the foreseeable future.”

In addition, thanks to initiatives such as Elders Primary 
Wool’s Just Shorn, and the global Campaign for Wool, top 
of mind awareness of wool has been reignited, he says.

“Interest has also rekindled because wool is clean, green 
and more sustainable than alternatives. Environmental 
responsiveness is the world we are in now.  So, as long as 
the New Zealand dollar stays in step with other currencies 
and doesn’t strengthen on its own, the New Zealand wool 
farmer is very well positioned to capitalise.”

Simon’s appointment to the top position in Elders Primary 
Wool is also accompanied by the appointment of a North 
Island Wool Operations Manager, based in Dannevirke 
(Andy Coleman) and a South Island Wool Operations 
Manager (Mark Greenlaw) based in Christchurch.

“Elders Primary Wool is enjoying a great year in wool 
sales, as are the farmers who sell through us. In the past 
five	years,	we	estimate	we	have	grown	from	around	5%	of	
market share to over 30%. We believe our strengths lie in 
the fact we have maintained wool stores locally and have a 
local presence in both the South and North Islands.  With 
10 wool stores around New Zealand, wool can be dropped 
off without much freight involved, and local people are 
working in our stores. They know local conditions and 
local farmers,” Simon said.

“In the past year, Elders Primary Wool has been stable, 
determined and focused, in what has proven to be 12 
months of tumult amongst the wool industry, as businesses 
have come and gone. We have good reps on the road who 
are technically very sound and skilled in wool. In addition, 
Elders	 Primary	Wool	 has	 definitely	 benefited	 by	 having	
a	50%	shareholder	 that’s	a	 farmer	cooperative	–	Primary	
Wool Co-operative. People have told us they are looking 
for	a	Co-op	which	will	share	profit	with	them,	and	they’ve	
found it with the independent Primary Wool Co-operative.  
It has low cost structures and is a joint owner of the 
procurement and marketing of Just Shorn.”

Simon has been in the wool and farming businesses all 
his life and is himself technically highly skilled in wool 
production and classing. He began his working life as a 
wool classer, doing a Diploma through Massey University 
at the same time and worked in a wool scour for a season.  
He also spent 10 years as a wool rep for Williams & Kettle.
Simon	 joined	 Elders	 five	 years	 ago,	 working	 first	 as	

regional manager for Gisborne East Coast and more 
recently as Area sales manager for Hawke’s Bay. Wool is a 
business he calls “essentially a people business” backed by 
a team who provide specialist advice.

With a keen interest in farming (his wider family farms 
in the area), Simon retains a handful of his own clients.  
“Dealing with farmers and understanding what they think, 
is essential to my new role,” he says. “I am going to keep 
the mud on my boots.”Simon Averill, new National Wool Manager for Elders

Simon keeping some mud on the boots
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Necessary novelty

RON DAVIS SHEARING LTD
Covering	Otago,	Southland	and	further	afield	

from our bases at Balclutha and Otama

Shearers and shedhands -  we provide excel-
lent accommodation and living conditions, clean 

sheep, great sheds, steady work.

We focus on providing top quality shearing and 
wool preparation service for our many clients in 
a competitive but relaxed working atmosphere

Farmers - we have the crew to meet your needs - 
when you want it, how you want it.

Ring Jason - tel 03 418 0824.  
E-mail rondavis@ihug.co.nz

  Buck Naked       ....    and     ....         Doug Deep       

So you reckon it would be just a 
waste of money backing David Fagan 
to win the world champs again?

Oh yeah no, definitely!

Wide-combing it with ... © Last Side Publishing 2011

For	the	electronic	identification	of	livestock,	New	Zealand’s	
Tru-Test Group likens its latest development to the leap 
from the original ‘brick’ telephones to the modern mobile 
phone. Since the 1960s, Tru-Test has led the world in the 
development	of	proportionate	flow	milk	meters.	With	the	
acquisition	 of	 the	 Speedrite,	 Stafix	 and	 Pel	 brands,	 the	
company has since also become leaders in electric fencing 
around	 the	 globe.	Now	 the	 firm	 aims	 to	 do	 the	 same	 in	
animal productivity management.

Tru-Test Group’s New Zealand sales & marketing 
Manager Verne Atmore made the mobile phone analogy 
when Tru-Test last month launched the XRS stick reader, 
the result of extensive research and development and the 
purchase	of	electronic	identification	specialists	EDiT	ID.

As a result, Tru-Test now provides a complete, integrated 
range of services for tracking, weighing and measuring 
stock performance. Verne Atmore says farmers will see an 
immediate difference using the XRS in terms of accuracy, 
speed, battery life, user comfort and reliability.

“EID recording and measuring of livestock is quickly 
becoming commonplace in rural New Zealand and, with 
the	introduction	of	the	National	Animal	Identification	and	
Tracing (NAIT) scheme for cattle next year, will become 
even more prominent,” she says. “This means the stick 
reader is going from something many farmers might see 
as	a	novelty	to	a	necessity	–	a	piece	of	kit	that	will	be	used	
more often than, for example, a drench gun or a shearing 
handpiece. It stands to reason that we wanted to step back 
and design a product for everyday use.”

The XRS Stick Reader is available from all rural retailers 
throughout New Zealand.

The XRS stick reader

Ever wondered what that bloke in the Courela advertisement  
at page 25 looks like standing up? He looks like this - a big, 
strong, Aussie fine wool gun with two world championships 
to his credit - and now the New Zealand Corriedale title at 
Christchurch as well. He’s Shannon Warnest, the second 
Aussie to win a major New Zealand title this season, following 
Damian Boyle at Alexandra, last month.



Shearing 33

Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

John Kennedy from Timaru sends us this photo of “another 
unsung hero of the blade sheds”. His name is Brian “Gertie” 
Holden	and	John	says	Brian	has	just	finished	his	40th	year	
of shearing at the Tenahae shed, “which is a feat in itself 
as he has shorn close to 80,000 sheep in this shed alone, 
situated 80km inland from Ashburton, in mid-Canterbury.
“Brian,	 along	 with	 his	 son	 Matt,	 has	 run	 a	 five-man	

blade gang for many years, during his off-season from the 
meatworks. The gang shears 50,000 cross-bred and merino 
ewes pre-lamb, from mid-June until mid-October.

“He’s coming up to 65-years-young but Gertie says 
blade	shearing	keeps	him	fit	–	it’s	like	going	to	the	gym,	
except you get paid for it. He’s a tough competitor on the 
board and still has a few seasons left in him yet.”

Northland farmer Haiden Kerr arrives home 
after a successful muster of the main flock.

While John and Gertie (see opposite) will be pleased to 
note the photo and tribute in this edition, we suspect the 
bloke pictured above may not be so happy! The photo 
originates from over the ditch in Dingo Deans territory, 
with the observation that “he got the wool off, but that’s 
about all you could say about the level of skill displayed 
in doing so.” Well, we are basically a family magazine and 
we don’t want to cause too much grief for this (alleged) 
shearer.	 [Good	word	 that	 “alleged”	 –	 it	 keeps	 you	 from	
getting sued or involved in expensive defamation or libel 
court	action.]	But	he	knows	who	he	is	and	all	we’ll	say	is	if	
he came to New Zealand he probably wouldn’t get a stand 
in any of Jeff Dorset’s gangs!
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By Elaine Fisher 
Shearing isn’t just about removing 
wool	for	sale	–	it’s	also	important	for	
the health of sheep and lambs which 
is why Gary Sobye, of Katikati, is 
prepared	to	shear	even	small	flocks	of	
animals.

“If ewes are carrying too much 
wool	 at	 lambing,	 the	 lambs	 can	find	
it	 hard	 to	 find	 the	 teats	 to	 drink	 and	
so will die,’’ said Gary, who has been 
shearing for 25 years.

While most of his clients are 
commercial sheep farmers, Gary also 
has several who own a few sheep and 
despite the lack of yards and facilities 
he’s willing to shear the animals to 
help ensure their well-being.

“I usually ask those clients to make 
up some kind of yards so we can 
handle the sheep but other times it’s 
easier to pick them up and take them 
to a wool shed. It can be hard to get 
the wool dry enough to shear if there’s 
no wind or sun.’’

Shearing half a dozen sheep 
probably hardly works up a sweat for 
Gary. What he most enjoys is a full 
day shearing sheep which have been 
under cover all night to keep dry and 
empty out like the 400 he and Russell 
Brown handled for Rick Burke of 
Lunds Road, Katikati in late June.

Rick said conditions were ideal for 
shearing the in-lamb ewes. “We’ve 
had	a	few	days	of	fine	weather	so	the	
wool was pretty dry and there was 
plenty of grass for them. We keep 
them close to the shed after shearing 
so if it turns cold or wet they can go 
inside, but after a couple of days with 
plenty	of	feed	they’re	fine.

“It’s amazing how much wool they 
can grow in a short time and they will 
be in much better condition to lamb 
than if they hadn’t been shorn,’’ he 
said.

The bonus this season is that wool, 
for	 the	 first	 time	 in	many	 years,	 has	
almost doubled in price, covering not 
only the cost of shearing but returning 
a	profit	for	farmers	too.

The three-stand wool shed on the 
Pukekauri farm in Lunds Road is 
modern and well designed. Russell 
and Gary worked on the raised 
platform in front of the pens holding 
the sheep, while Kate Mason and Alix 

Russell make it look easy as the wool 
appears	to	slide	off	the	sheep	–	but	of	
course it’s not. There’s considerable 
skill in holding and positioning the 
animal and removing the wool to 
provide	 the	 best	 fleece	 for	 market	
while leaving the animal unscathed, 
and gaining that expertise take years 
of training on the job.

For some time Gary shunned the 
use of the ‘slings’ which have become 
popular as a way of supporting the 
shearer’s body while he works.

“I used to say I’d never use one but 
the	 first	 time	 I	 finally	 tried	 it	 I	 was	
impressed.’’

Suspended from the ceiling, the 
curved Warrie slings didn’t appear to 
be any impediment to the men’s speed 
or skills. The slings supported them 
as they were shearing and were easy 
to	stand	up	from	and	flick	aside	when	
each	animal	was	finished.

Shearing is something of the Sobye 
family tradition as Gary’s father, Bill, 
originally from Oparau (near Kawhia) 
still shears at 75, helping Gary on 
some jobs and competing in age-
group events.

Gary travels throughout the Bay 
of Plenty shearing with his dad and 
Russell or on large farms, with other 
shearers. One of his favourite jobs is 
on Slipper Island where they shear up 
to 800 sheep over two to three days 
and	allow	a	little	time	for	fishing.

When he’s not shearing, he manages 
a farm near Minden and has his own 
stock on a family farm next door. 
For 11 years he has helped organise 
Te Puna Speed Shear, held in the 
evening after the Tauranga A&P 
Show in January. The event attracts 
top shearers, competing for the best 
prize money around.

Shearing may be hard work but 
for those prepared to stick at it the 
financial	 rewards	 are	 excellent	 and	
the job is also regarded as a sport 
with competitions at all levels from 
local to international. Gary, who has 
also worked in the United Kingdom, 
recommends	 it	 as	 a	 career	 for	 fit	
young people who enjoy working 
with animals and want to earn good 
money	 –	 and	 the	 industry	 definitely	
needs new blood.
(Extract from Country News.)

Howes	collected	each	fleece	as	it	was	
removed and piled it into the wooden 
wool press.

Rick aims to shear his sheep 80 to 
100 days from tupping (mating) as 
it encourages the ewes to eat more, 
aiding in the growth of the lamb and 
bigger lambs at birth have an increased 
chance of survival.

Shearing is hard physical work but 
experienced shearers like Gary and 

Gary Sobye and the family tradition

Gary’s family tradition

Russell Brown in the spotlight
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GOLDEN SHEARS 2012 PROGRAMME

WEDNESDAY 29 February 2012: All grades: Wool 
pressing	heats	&	 semi	final;	 Junior	woolhandling	heats;	
Novice	 shearing	 heats;	 Junior	 woolhandling	 semi-final;	
Junior shearing heats; Senior woolhandling heats; Novice 
shearing semi-Final; Intermediate shearing heats.
Evening:	Senior	woolhandling	semi-final;	Junior	shearing	
semi-final;	 Novice	 shearing	 final;	 Junior	 woolhandling	
final;	Senior	woolhandling	final;	YFC	Team	shearing	&	
woolhandling	 final;	 Intermediate	 shearing	 semi-final;	
Junior	shearing	final.

THURSDAY 1 March 2012: Golden Shears Blade shearing 
heats (marquee); Senior shearing heats; Women pressing 
final;	 YFC	 Blue	 Ribbon	 shearing	 final;	 Pairs	 pressing	
final;	Senior	shearing	semi-final;	Mens	woolpressing	final;	
Intermediate	shearing	final;	WORLD	WOOLHANDLING	
AND BLADE SHEARING Round 1; WORLD BLADE 
SHEARING Round 2.
Evening: WORLD DINNER

FRIDAY 2 March 2012: Golden Shears Blade shearing 
semi-final	 (marquee);	Open	woolhandling	heats;	Golden	
Shears Open shearing heats; WORLD WOOLHANDLING 
Round 2; WORLD MACHINE SHEARING Round 2.
Evening:	Top	30	Open	shearing	quarter-finals.	

SATURDAY 3 March 2012: Open woolhandling quarter-
finals;	 WORLD	 WOOLHANDLING	 &	 SHEARING	
Plate;	Blade	shearing	final;	Open	woolhandling	semi-final;	
National	Circuit	shearing	semi-final;	Senior	shearing	final;	
WORLD MACHINES, BLADES, & WOOLHANDLING 
Semi-finals;	 National	 Circuit	 shearing	 final;	 Open	
woolhandling	final;	Golden	Shears	Open	shearing	semi-
final.
Evening:	WORLD	BLADES	final;	WORLD	MACHINE	
SHEARING	final;	Tui	Invitation	shearing	final;	WORLD	
WOOLHANDLING	final;	Golden	Shears	Open	shearing	
final.	(Note:	above	programme	could	be	subject	to	change	
- competitors to check at Event.)   

If you want to settle down with good conditions and 
steady	work,	shearing	or	woolhandling,	you	could	find	
a place in the Paewai Mullins team.  We work for some 
great people and we have some great people working 
for us.  There is always room for one more.

Phone: 06 374 4062 / Fax 06 374 4153
Punga: 022 374 4062 / Aria 022 374 4063
PO Box 129, Dannevirke 4942.
Email:	office@shearingnz.co.nz
Website: shearingnz.co.nz

They reckon that SBW is a bit of a cool dude around the 
rugby scene, but we reckon that young TTW from the 
shearing scene also knows a thing or two about style - and 
Gail Carr agrees.“Oh, I must have my photo taken with that 
young man,” she said, “he looks like a dedicated follower of 
fashion.”  And so the cameraman obliged.
He’s a follower of famous footsteps too but so far in his 
career Tipene Te Whata (son of Samson) hasn’t put a foot 
wrong since he first appeared at Golden Shears barely into 
his teens. Now in the open ranks, Tipene, qualified in the top 
24 at Alexandra last month and finished 21st overall. 

Would you like your sheep shorn by a company that:
Does a top job at competitive rates?• 
Is accessible and can be contacted at any time?• 
Has all gangs supervised by quality personel?• 

POTAE SHEARING HAS BEEN PROVIDING 
THESE SERVICES FOR 50 YEARS

For a free, no obligation quote, contact Bill or Jim 
on 03 417 8123, any time.  

A/H Jim 03 417 7289 or Bill 03 417 7246

Haere ra
Gone fishin’
Gone golfin’

All enquires to Ron Davis 
Shearing (Jason Davis) 

Tel 03 418 0824
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COMBINED SHEARING
Middlemarch and Ranfurly 

Otago
Tel/Fax Doug Deseymour

03 464 3023 or 027 227 2307  

Permanent positions for quality 
shearers and shedhands

Member of the NZ Shearing 
Contractors’ Association

Mike Bool
Shearing

22 Pringle Street, Timaru

Machine and blade shearers 
and shedhands wanted for the 

next pre-lamb season. 

Accommodation available in 
Fairlie, tel 03 685 6133.

Phone Mike 03 688 6538 (home) 
or 0274 374 369 mob.

Steve Bool 03 685 6133 (home) 
or 0272 047 067.

Horomona among the first
“It was amusing to see what great 
swells most of the shearers appeared, 
on arrival. All on horseback, the 
style of “mount” varying according 
to circumstances, all attired in good 
comfortable clothes, frequently 
“pants” and boots, with paper collar 
and smart necktie. They are now paid 
18s. a hundred; the price formerly was 
£1-00 and £1-10s. besides keep, or as 
it is universally called here, “tucker”.

“One shearing, we had three 
Maories and two half-castes among the 
shearers. Solomon Partu ... was one of 
the former. He had with him a Bible in 
Maori, and on Sundays used to read it 
aloud to the others. Often in the shed 
he would strike up singing in Maori, 
in the usual monotonous chant, ... 
and the others would laugh and cheer 
him on, saying “Well done Solomon! 
Well done!”. They all sang psalms in 
Maori, but never to our church tunes; 
at least I could not recognise any.

“... The shearing lasted six weeks, 
which, fortunately, were unusually 
fine	weather,	and	ended	in	the	middle	
of February. The sheep, as shorn, are 
turned out on their respective runs, 
the ewe run and the wether run. After 
all	 are	 finished	 there	 is	 a	 muster	 for	
stragglers, and when put out again they 
are not disturbed until May, when they 
are mustered to wean their lambs.

“As soon as a load of wool is ready, 
carting begins; some owners cart for 
themselves; others send their wool 

Western Southland chief Horomona 
Paatu (‘Solomon Partu’) features in 
many records of early Southland history 
and is mentioned in this booklet, together 
with another Maori named ‘Howraki’ 
[Hauraki] and a third who is not named, 
as shearing on a Southland run being 
managed by the writer, ‘A Tasmanian’ 
in 1868. Paatu may therefore be one of 
New Zealand’s earliest known shearers 
for whom a photo exists. He lived from 
c1820 to 1893 and is buried at the 
Riverton cemetery. (Te Hikoi Museum 
photo)

part of the distance, and engage 
carriers to take it on the remainder, 
and some employ carriers for the 
entire journey.”

(From Twenty Months in Southland 
1867-69 by ‘A Tasmanian’. Dornie 
Publishing, Invercargill, 2010. David 
Dudfield,	Ed.)(Available	on	Trademe.)

ALL ABOUT WOOL
We service a wide range of clients who 
provide great, clean and tidy sheds and 
stock to match.
If you care about the people who grow 
wool and the people that present it, 
WoolQual has the service.

WOOLQUAL provides
High level of accommodation and •	
meals
H&S	scheme	available	to	all	staff•	
Very tidy well maintained vans•	
Training and encouragement. •	
Shows included
Friendly environment.•	

ALL OUR WORK 
IS QUALITY 

CONTROLLED AND 
GUARANTEED

CALL:	office	06	876	4176,	
Kerry	0295	433	726,	

Colin	0294	935	578,	email	
info@woolqualshearing.co.nz
www.woolqualshearing.co.nz

Major Sponsor North Island 
Shearing & Woolhandling Circuit

Speed Shear
Ohingaiti/Hunterville Sports

Ohingaiti Domain
Monday 23 January 2012
(Wellington Anniversary)

Open, Senior and Local Grades
Start Time 4.00pm
(Limited entries)

Open $35       Senior $30
Gate entry $5

Over $2200 total prize money

Contact Shane : 027 222 0770
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All  
Nitro Handpieces  

purchased in  
November,  

December &  
January  

will receive a  
free Nitro singlet 

 

 
 
 
 

Distributed by  
Acto Agriculture NZ Ltd 

Ph 09 266 2333 
 

Available through all  

leading farm merchandise stores 
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“Look at the four Burton brothers 
shearing together again for the last 
time	–	simply	bloody	amazing!”

John, Geoff, Bill and Chris Burton 
together again for the last hogget 
shearing at Bill’s Kirikau Valley 
farm (on the market after 60 years 
in the family name.
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HEINIGER NZ LTD

1B CHINOOK PLACE
HORNBY, CHRISTCHURCH
(PH) 03 3498282

SUPER CHARGED 
Run In
93.5mm wide with 
a short bevel.  

WARRIOR
Full Thickness
96mm wide with a 
short bevel. 

RAGING WARRIOR 
Run In
96mm wide with a 
short bevel. 

98MM WIDE WITH A MEDIUM BEVEL. THE XLR8 OFFERS SUPERIOR ENTRY AND FLOW ON THE SKIN 
WHILST NEW DESIGN TECHNOLOGY ENHANCES SMOOTH BENDS TO MAXIMISE YOUR TALLIES.  

QUANTUM 
Run In
Also available left 
handed.
95mm wide with a 
short bevel.    
QUASAR 
Full Thickness
95mm wide with a 
medium bevel. 
Charger, Quantum Plus, 
Calibre & Condor Combs also 
available with Bonus Offer. 

www.heiniger.co.nz
FOLLOW THE LINK ON OUR 
HOME PAGE TO FIND US 
ON FACEBOOK!

LIMITED BONUS OFFER
BUY 10 COMBS GET ANOTHER 2 FREE
**BASED ON CURRENT RRP $42.00
NOW ONLY $35.00 RRP
XTREME AND EDGE
CUTTERS NOW $7.50 RRP
AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING RURAL 
MERCHANTS.
PROMOTION ENDS 31/12/2011 OR WHILE 
STOCKS LAST. RRP PRICES INCLUDE GST, PRICES 
MAY VARY BETWEEN STORES.
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