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Greetings and welcome to the winter edition of our 
magazine. The ‘polar blast’ that swept up the country last 
week left more snow, biting wind and rain than a lot of 
areas, especially in the North Island, had experienced for 
years. Here’s hoping it came and went early enough to 
have minimal impact on lambing and stock numbers, and 
the weather gods decide that’s enough for this season. But 
hey, here in good ol’ En Zed we all have genuine winter 
‘woollies’ to wrap up in before we venture outside so being 
cold is not a problem. Yeah ... if only that was ... right!

And speaking of ‘yeah right’, we must thank Richard 
Pearson of Carterton, who suggested that we need a 
character to make points with a witty sharpness like 
those that emanate from Mangatainoka. We wondered 
about Paul Henry, Michael Laws, Paul Holmes – but they 
know bugger all about anything except themselves so 
we’ve turned instead to a couple of lower profile blokes, 
though they have been around for a while. So herewith 
Buck Naked and Doug Deep on the cover (and inside) 
of this issue, brought to life by Masterton’s caricaturist, 
Gwenda Saunders. Buck has contributed to these pages in 
the past (a story on The Bird Flew comes to mind) while 
Doug has been around ‘the boys’ in other sports for some 
years (“The boys Doug Deep...”) and was apparently with 
Rodney Sutton the day he dug very deep to break Darin 
Forde’s world ewe shearing record. And yes, that’s a good 
old fashioned woollen jersey he’s wearing, so he’s not 
sheepish! Buck, on the other hand, is a southern boy ...

So, thanks again Richard and you’ll note our new 
friends agree with your notion about overdue pay rises in 
the industry! We invite suggestions from readers for future 
topics that may need discussing by Buck and Doug!

Meantime, take care out there, see you in November.
Ka kite ano
Des Williams (editor)

Rob Parkinson Shearing Ltd
Kihikihi, Waikato

Shearers and shedhands wanted for main shear 
through to end January, and then second shear. 
Permanent positions available for people with 

good work ethic.Clean accommodation and great 
food available. Travel to and from work provided.

Phone Rob: 07 871 6364 or 027 440 1084
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Beiyuan Shearing Gear
Dave Bateman Shearing Supplies

Milburn, RD 1, Milton 9291
Freephone: 0800 837300. Free Postage within New Zealand. All prices GST incl.

Normal combs          $  18.00
Cover combs          $  20.00
9-tooth combs          $  20.00
Cutters           $    3.80

*************************************

Handpiece 3C. Trident Heavy Duty, Twin Race Bearings   $480.00
Handpiece 2C. 4 Single Race Bearings      $450.00
Handpiece 1D. Oil Bath Model       $350.00
Handpiece Special: Two Oil Bath Handpieces for    $650.00
We stock all parts for Beiyuan Handpieces

*************************************

Sunbeam Handpiece Centre Posts and Cups     $  35.00
Sunbeam Handpiece Minor Repair Kits      $  65.00
Sunbeam Handpiece Major Repair Kits      $125.00
All Handpiece Cogs (each)        $  25.00
All Handpiece Comb Screws (Knucklesaver & Combo) (each)  $  10.00
Knucklesaver & Normal Screwdrivers (Triangle)    $  25.00
Sunbeam & Beiyuan Chicken Feet (pair)      $  35.00
Handpiece Ferrules         $  25.00
Down Tube Eye Spindles        $  30.00
Down Tube Large Cogs       $  30.00
Pin Drive & Worm Drive Spindles       $  35.00
Bayonets, Worm Drive & Pin Drive       $  20.00
Beiyuan Dual Pendulums        $  85.00
Dagging Plant Flexis, Inner $80.00; Outer $120.00    $200.00
Various other parts

*************************************

Wholesale Rates to Shops
All parts listed are made by Beiyuan
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By John Stirling
It’s something of a badge of honour 
to have worked for Milburn shearing 
contractor Dave Bateman, who died 
recently after a short illness, aged 64.

Those paying tribute to his memory 
at the funeral service said even though 
Dave was the boss, he preferred to be 
one of the boys. He was a fun person 
who loved being the clown. When 
Dave was in the shearing shed there 
was always laughter. He was also a 
genuine life-long friend to so many of 
his former employees.

He was a class shearer and in later 
years an astute businessman. Brought 
up on a sheep farm at Glenledi, Dave 
left school in 1963 to train as a forestry 
cadet at Akatore. But after a year he 
gave that  career away as he found 
clear-felling native forests  upsetting. 
His wife Rayna said Dave was a 
greenie before it became fashionable.

Back in Milton, Dave decided to try 
his hand at shearing and attended a 
shearing school where the tutors were 
Godfrey Bowen and Norman Sanson. 
At 17 he then set out on a shearing 
career. Initially he had his own run with 
another local, the late Rex Gordon. 
Then, in 1975 he merged his run with 
that of local mate, Stu Michelle.  Both 
had small runs so the merger was to 
get economies of scale. 

There was a toss-up to decide 
who was the boss as neither wanted 
the job. The result was Michelle 
Shearing. Stu said those early days 
were uncomplicated and some of the 
most enjoyable of his career. There 
were always incidents that added to 
the motivation  and fun of the job. 

“There was the occasion when an 
older rousie collapsed, neither of us 
had any first aid training, the closest 
we had got to medical knowledge 
was watching Doctor Kildare on TV. 
But we knew at least that the airways 
had to be kept open so we shoved a 
gear brush into his mouth. Then I 
held down his shoulders while Dave 
jumped on his chest.

“The bloke actually lived, but 
moaned all the way to the hospital 
about the horrible taste in his mouth.

“Dave was a natural shearer and 
not boastful. He usually refused to  
enter competitions. But there was an 

occasion when he was persuaded to 
enter the Senior shearing competition 
at the New Zealand Spring Shearing 
championships at Waimate. Dave 
made it through to the finals and asked 
us what to do next. We told him not to 
let anyone beat him.

“The final started and Dave, who 
couldn’t bear to shear a sheep roughly, 
was slipping behind. We all started 
yelling, ‘go faster Dave, give it heaps, 
they’re going to beat you.’ Dave heard 
us and seemed to find another gear.”

In the excitement the caller Godfrey 
Bowen forgot Dave’s name and kept 
referring to him as the dark horse 
from Milton. 

As Dave sat down he said, ‘never 
again,’ and he didn’t. However there’s 
a beautiful clock still proudly hanging 
on his living room wall.” 

In 1984 there was a change 
of management when Michelle 
Shearing became Bateman Shearing.  
Rayna Bateman said the ‘in family’ 
agreement was that Dave would take 
it on for 10 years. 

Stu said, “within two years, with 
the farming recession starting to bite, 
I rang Dave to see if I could get a job 
shearing again. So there we were, the 
two of us shearing together as in the 
old days. It was by then a much larger 
team with a peak one season of 80 
employees and twelve gangs.  

Ten years almost to the day, in 1994, 
Dave said it was time he moved on 
and I took over the reins. Dave still 
kept on shearing for us for several 
years,” Stu said.

“Dave enjoyed not having to be 
the boss, and getting away from the 
organising that went with it,” Rayna 
said. In so many ways it had been like 
a big family.  On many occasions she 
helped in the sheds. Stu and Dave made 
a point of employing locals, often the 
sons and daughters of farmers. 

She said Dave started looking for 
another career and in 1998 found one 
selling/servicing shearing gear and 
equipment made in China. Here was 
something he could do into his old 
age, and he was highly successful in a  
field he knew and understood so well.  
Initially the product quality was 
poor, but improved dramatically as 
Dave got to know the manufacturer. 
Beiyuan Ltd managing director, John 
Grant flew in from Australia to be 
among the more than 600 mourners 
that attended the funeral.

Rayna said several shearers and 
ex-shearers had told her Dave’s 
decision to keep shearing gear prices 
reasonable, in comparison with big 
name manufacturers, helped the 
industry throughout New Zealand

The funeral service ended with 
Dave’s cheery phone message assuring 
those calling that he would get back to 
them as soon as possible. This brought 
a unique response from the mourners 
who broke into spontaneous applause. 
Dave is survived by Rayna, and sons 
Brian, Lindsay and Michael. 

It is Rayna’s intention to carry on 
the business (Dave Bateman Shearing 
Supplies – see advertisement in its 
usual place at page 4 opposite).

* * * * * *
Footnote: By way of my own little 
tribute to Dave, who advertised for 
many years in this magazine, I’d just 
like to reveal that he was invariably 
first to pay on receipt of his invoice, 
and always first to confirm “same 
again for the next one, please.”  One 
of his mates explained to me, “Yes that 
was typical Dave, always first to pay 
his own bills but never one to press 
you if you owed him money.” (Ed.)

Dave Bateman 1946-2011

Obituary: Dave Bateman
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What goes around ...
 

Above: the late Terry Parke, as he 
appeared in the Autumn/Winter 
1987 edition of Shearing magazine. 
Opposite: illustration of a prototype 
rotary handpiece, now on display 
at Shear Outback Museum in Hay, 
New South Wales.

MAHONY SHEARING
PO BOX 3381, NAPIER

TEL 06 835 9571

Permanent positions for quality 
shearers and shedhands

Member of the NZ Shearing 
Contractors’ Association

By Kim Biggs
The past few months have seen Shear 
Outback in Hay, New South Wales, 
dust off an assortment of objects from 
the archives and bring a number of 
items out onto display as part of a 
general upgrade of the permanent 
gallery area. 

Part of this upgrade has involved the 
replacement and rotation of objects 
situated within the Shear Technology 
section of the exhibition, including the 
display of several prototypes from the 
Parke Rotary Handpiece Collection.

The Rotary What? Almost 100 years 
after Frederick Wolseley experimented 
with a rotary motion mechanism for 
handpieces in the 1880s and gave it 
away as unworkable, Australian Terry 
Parke developed a novel approach to 
harvesting wool from sheep with the 
development of a shearing handpiece 
using a different cutting motion. This 
was during the mid-1970s and the 
collection of prototypes associated 
with his work became known as the 
Parke Rotary Handpiece.

What made the Rotary Handpiece 
Different? Instead of the side-to-
side action of traditional mechanical 
handpieces, the prototype handpieces 
used a rotary movement to remove the 
wool. This meant that, unlike standard 
handpieces, the cutting motion is not 
stopped and restarted, it is continuous. 
However, as you might anticipate, 

there are some major issues with this 
approach. As the cutter continues in 
a rotary motion at high revolutions 
it applies gyroscopic force to the 
handpiece. This is similar to that of 
a small angle grinder, making the 
handpiece difficult to manoeuvre. 
Because the cutter is trying to impose 
a scissor like action on the comb it 
is engaging that force on one side 
of the comb only. This is unlike a 
conventional comb where the comb 
and the cutter impose a scissor action 
on each side of the comb and cutter 
teeth. One of the features of the later 
Parke prototypes is that they have 
a small replaceable tooth that sits 
alongside of the main comb. These 
were meant to be consumables. 

Close examination of some of the 
prototypes show that on the cutter, the 
disk is conical rather than flat. This 
was to enable a better scissor action 
on the comb teeth. Originally the 
cutter was on the top side of the comb 
and this changed to be on the bottom 
of the comb.

What happened to the handpieces? 
Having invested in early development 
for the rotary handpiece, Australian 

Wool Innovation (AWI) purchased the 
research prototypes and test equipment 
in 2003, shortly after the death of Terry 
Parke. The intention of AWI was to 
undertake further research, however it 
became clear to the advisory panels, 
based on previous testing, that the 
technology was going to have trouble 
with merino wool and that it may not 
represent a significant improvement 
on the current technology. 

There were also questions about 
whether the concept could ever become 
a commercial reality. There was also 
no interest from manufacturers to take 
on the intellectual property associated 
with the Parke rotary shear. 

Today, the Rotary Handpiece 
Collection sits with Shear Outback, 
on long term loan from Australian 
Wool Innovation and just recently, as 
part of a gallery upgrade and refresh 
at Shear Outback, several prototypes 
from the Parke’s Rotary Handpiece 
Collection have been moved to the 
general display area. 

The prototype collection takes its 
place as  part of a large display case 
featuring technological developments 
(and attempts at) in the Shear 
Technology Section of the gallery.
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Seeking Master status - it’s not a race
By Des Williams
The Shearing Sports NZ Competition 
directory each year lists what might 
be termed our sport and industry’s 
“Hall of Fame” – those shearers and 
woolhandlers who have, over the years 
since 1976, been recognised as Master 
Shearers, and Master Woolhandlers.

The criteria for recognition as a 
Master Shearer (machines and blades) 
and Master Woolhandler is also listed 
in the Competition Directory – there 
are certain criteria that Shearing Sports 
New Zealand takes into account when 
considering Masters nominations. But 
the act of merely “ticking the boxes” 
of the listed criteria is not the only 
yardstick by which Master status is 
judged. If that were the case, the lasting 
merit of the whole concept would long 
ago have come into question.

Whenever members of the Shearing 
Sports NZ national committee gather 
at an annual meeting to discuss 
a Masters nomination, the “on-
field” achievements of the nominee 
are certainly important, but not 
as important as the intangible and 
subjective qualities that bring one 
to automatic and lasting recognition 
among the elite.

It has been said there are three 
roads to “greatness” – some are born 
great [not many!], some achieve 
greatness, and some have greatness 
thrust upon them. Take musicians, or 
“film stars”, for instance. We all have 
our favourites, but how many achieve 
widespread and lasting recognition as 
being “great”? Is Lady Gaga a “great” 
singer? How does she compare with 
other female singers who have sold 

Robertson Shearing Ltd
Lawrence

Wanted: honest, reliable staff

Good accommodation and 

meals provided

Phone Mouse on
03 485 9127 

ALLAN SCOTT 
SHEARING 

Experienced and reliable 
shed staff required. 

Good pay rates, excellent 
accommodation. 

For all enquiries 
please call Allan on 

03-614 7880 or 027-248 7157

a few million records and CDs over 
long careers: Stevie Nicks, Chrissy 
Hynde, Aretha Franklin, Norah Jones, 
Tina Turner, to name just a few. Will 
today’s teenagers still be listening to 
Lady Gaga in 30 years time the way 
people still listen to Stevie Nicks or 
Tina Turner?

And “film stars” – will the likes of 
Cate Blanchette, Kate Winslet, Brad 
Pitt and Tom Cruise endure down the 
years in the footsteps of universally 

recognised “greats” like Jack 
Nicholson, Dustin Hoffman, Kathrine 
Hepburn or Elizabeth Taylor?

These are questions that have no 
immediate answers, except to say that 
their enduring “greatness” relies not 
on the number of films made, nor the 
number of “hit records” produced, but 
rather on the lasting and universally 
accepted quality of their work.

And so it is with shearers and 
woolhandlers who might aspire 
to recognition among the elite of 
their profession. It is the enduring 
and consistently high standard of 
performances produced over a long 
period of time that will eventually 
bring people to the frame of mind that 
someone among them has achieved a 
level of “greatness” that may be worthy 
of recognition as a Master Shearer or 
Woolhandler. It is a process that cannot 
be rushed by any aspiring contender 
because there is no race involved, 
and merely ticking the boxes on the 
competition circuit, as mentioned 
before, does not a Master make.

Indeed, there are more than just 
a few existing Masters who had to 
be nominated several times before 
finally earning the green light from 
those appointed to judge. This writer 
recalls one discussion at a Shearing 
Sports meeting where the nominee’s 
credentials were discussed around and 
around the table, without any obvious 
signs of consensus being reached.

It took something of a reverse 
question to focus the discussion 
and finally bring approval to the 
nomination: was there anyone at the 
table who believed the nominee was 
NOT deserving of Master status? End 
of discussion!)

* * * * * * * * 

Master blade shearer Allan “Chips” 
Reid holds the trophy of Wanaka stone 
that marks his place among the elite of 
his industry, earned through a lifetime 
of professional excellence. Chips is one 
of 18 blade shearers so recognised, 
together with 60 machine exponents 
and 20 woolhandlers.

All Black Shearers
We posed the question in our previous 
edition about whether any Shearers had 
ever been All Blacks. Several readers 
phoned in to nominate Glen Osborne, 
Alan Sutherland, Zinzan Brooke, and 
a few others. It was actually a bit of 
a trick question, with the clue being 
the capital ‘S’ used for ‘Shearers’. 
The answer we were looking for is 
two: Wellington brothers JD Shearer 
(1920) and SD Shearer (1921-22).
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Wool and zinc

Above: Clive Dalton demonstrates the traditional Northum-
berland style of blade shearing at “Sheep Heaven” while 
owner Susan Murray folds the falling fibre. Opposite - Clive 
and Susan inspect the handiwork. 

  Buck Naked       ....    and     ....         Doug Deep       

So the A-B selectors have certainly 
flushed that rotation policy down the 
dunny for this year’s  World Cup, eh? 

Oh yeah no, absolutely!

Wide-combing it with ... © Last Side Publishing 2011

By Dr Clive Dalton
Decades ago, the late Gladys Reid, MBE., internationally 
known as ‘The Zinc Lady’ talked about the importance of 
zinc in animal health. She sent me one particular review 
paper showing that zinc was involved in over 200 different 
body functions, and had an especially important role in 
developing and maintaining immunity. There is also a lot 
of research showing that zinc has a big role in fibre growth 
and quality.

Oral Mineral Supplement: A Waikato company, ‘Wormade’ 
for the past few years has marketed a zinc-based ‘Oral 
Mineral Supplement’ or OMS with considerable success. 
It is approved by NZ Food Safety for use as a ‘veterinary 
medicine’ which does not need registration as an ‘animal 
remedy’. It’s marketed as a ‘Nutritional Supplement’ to 
improve general health and boost immunity and has no 
withholding period. On-farm trials with the product have 
shown improvements in embryo survival and hence extra 
lambs docked by 22%, as well as helping young growing 
sheep to cope with internal parasites without the need for 
anthelmintics.

Sheep Heaven: In 2010, Radio New Zealand National 
journalist Susan Murray started a flock of ten, 5-year-
old ewes (3/4 Romney and ¼ Finn), calling the project 
‘Sheep Heaven’. It really was heaven for the old girls, 
who after spending their days on the steep Whatawhata 
hills came down to a couple of paddocks in her orchard at 
Ngahinepouri.

These ewes, all named after RNZ women journalists, 
were mated to a Border Leicester ram donated by Bill 
Garland from Cambridge, and ‘William’ ended up with 
12 daughters which were mated as hoggets in April 2011 
to a Perendale ram hogget from the Omata stud of David 
and Jean Welch. We think that ‘Young David’ has mated 
them all – but time will tell!  Pregnancy was a big ask, 

with many of them having been triplets. They have all been 
named after the Waikato/BOP Magic netball team!

Drenching programme: So these (BL x Romneys with a bit 
of Finn) hoggets, have had regular six-week OMS treatment 
from docking to help develop and boost their immunity.  
They have only had two anthelmintic drenches, which were 
given because they were ‘getting a bit dirty’, and not based 
on a Faecal Egg Count (FEC), which would have proved if 
worms were a problem.  Their problem was lush feed and 
not worms, as they were all growing like crazy, considering 
many of them had been twins and triplets.
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Ross and Marie Kelman welcome you to the best pub this 
side of the Black Stump.  Great bar, restaurant,    accom-
modation and shearing company.  Tel 03 438 9713

OMARAMA
HOTEL

From page 7:
Wool sample: One hogget (Arahi) was not shorn as a 
lamb.  She was 1.5kg born and any commercial farmer 
would have given an her early exit, as she was so weak.  
But overwhelmed with TLC as a pet, she grew, and when 
blade shorn it clipped a 2.5kg fleece.

Fibre analysis: I took a midside sample of her wool to 
the National Fieldays and Eugene O’Sullivan and Don 
Morrison of Pastoral Measurements Ltd (PML) put it 
through their Fibrescan 1100 analyser (pictured below).

This fantastic bit of technology, in only a couple of 
seconds took 116,607 diameter measurements down the 
fibre. In the old days our technicians at the Whatawhata 
Hill Country Research Station would have taken weeks 
to do that, using a ruler on the screen of a projection 
microscope!

Fibre statistics: The wool had a mean Staple Length of 131mm, 
Fibre Diameter of 33.3 microns with a Standard Deviation 
of 9.1, so the staple sample was reasonably variable but not 
too bad for this breed mixture. Eugene O’Sullivan would 
have liked the SD to have been about 7. The Coefficient of 
Variation was 27.4 which again shows it was reasonably 
variable but typical of a good crossbred wool.  

The Mean Curvature was 50.8, which is a measure of the 
‘bounce back’ quality needed for carpets.  Eugene says to 
think about this as the fibre’s ‘memory’ – so when it’s walked 
on and squashed in a carpet, it remembers to bounce back. 
Eugene said that he’d love to make a carpet from this wool.  
The sample had a Coarse Edge of 13.57 which shows that 
13% of fibres were greater than 43 microns – which is very 
‘strong’ wool, no doubt due to the influence of Arahi’s Border 
Leicester father.  The lower this is the better.

What benefit was the zinc-based OMS supplement?: Arahi’s 
11 mates have now been shorn (properly!) and wool samples 
analysed by PML. They all show similar statistics, and 
confirm that the Sheep Heaven flock has produced some top 
carpet wool.  This would suggest that the mineral supplement 
could be well worth considering on a commercial scale, to 
claim all added value for quality carpet wools which at last 
are being valued.

Footnote: Arahi’s wool was scoured and carded in Greymouth, 
and will be knitted into beanies to be donated to a good cause 
announced on Country Life’s Sheep Heaven programme.

Above – the spun wool from Arahi’s back, and the spinners and knitters – Lilly Gable and Sylvia Sealey.
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HART SHEARING
Blenheim

For competitive rates and 
fast, efficient service

Ring Ken or Pip Hart

 03 577 6224
 or Ken on 

0274 390 304

Wanted to Buy
NZ  Rugby Almanacks

1996, 1997, 1998

Tel 0274 833 465

From NZSCA
Setting pay rates for shed hands: what 
does it entail? The following is a 
simple explanation of how your pay 
rate ends up at the “all-in-rate”.

First off, the base rate should show 
on your pay slip. After that a few bits 
and pieces are added onto that base 
rate to make up your all-in-rate.

These bits and pieces are: statutory 
holiday pay (4.24%), holiday pay 
(8%) and tax free allowance.

 Most people in the shearing industry 
are employed on a casual (as and when 
required) basis and therefore it is 
impractical for individual contractors 
to pay paid holidays of four weeks 
or pay statutory holidays throughout 
the year. Instead it is added onto your 
daily wage in a percentage that will 
make up for it. Kiwi-saver is deducted 
where applicable.

Due to high costs of shearing gear 
and travelling, the Government allows 
the shearing industry to receive some 
of their wages without having to pay 
tax on it. That is the tax free allowance 
of $2 per hour, which is added onto 
your wages after PAYE (Tax) has 
been taken out of your pay.

So, for instance, if your base rate 
pays at just under $16, your all-in rate 
would be around $20. Traditionally in 
the shearing industry, when we talk 
about pay rates, we normally refer to 
the all-in rate.

Long working days,including travel-
ling to and from the shed, setting up 
and cleaning up the shed before and 
after the paid hours, and the casual 
nature of your work, are some of the 
reasons for a relatively high hourly 
rate, which any hard-working shed 
hand more than deserves. A 20-minute 
set-up/clean-up per day is included 
within your hourly rate. Some shed 
hands argue that they need to be paid 
extra for it. This is not correct as 
your pay is calculated on the actual 
shearing hours and includes set-up and 
clean-up, just the same as the shearer 
is not paid extra to wash and grind his 
gear. His rate per sheep includes all 
preparation work before and after the 
actual shearing. That also applies for 
shedhands.

Another issue that causes some 
discussion is the fact that pay rates 
vary depending on whether you live 

at the shearing quarters provided 
or not. If your contractor feeds you, 
your hourly base rate should be lower 
compared to a contractor where you 
provide your own food. Your base 
rate will be lower again if you are 
accommodated as well as fed. Your 
local work mate who pays his own 
rent/power/evening meals/meals on 
his days off etc., and has the same 
skill level as you, will be paid more in 
the base rate.

In other words, your contractor has 
a certain rate for a certain skill level 
and/or work history in the business. 
He then calculates that hourly rate 
depending on what else is provided 
for you. For example: 

- you house and feed yourself, the 
contractor provides transport only: 
you could be on say $25 per hour.   

- your contractor feeds you during 
the day, but you house yourself and 
look after yourself on your days off: 
you would now be on maybe $22.50.

- your contractor provides you with 
accommodation and food during the 

Shedhand pay rates explained

day but also in the mornings and at 
night and on a day off: you might be 
on $20.                     

Most contractors are happy to 
explain your pay slip to you if you 
struggle to understand it. Please bear 
in mind that your pay rate is not just 
depending on your skill level but also 
on your history with the business and 
your work ethics: substance abuse, 
team work abilities, leading abilities, 
honesty, reliability, etc. 

That means that you could be paid 
the same wage as a work mate with 
a higher skill level because you have 
been a reliable worker for that business 
over a few years, you get on with 
everybody, you are always straight at 
work and liaise well with the farmers. 
Your contractor will appreciate that 
and reflect it in your wage.
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Utiku Shearing 2007 Ltd
Taihape

Our aim is quality in all areas of shearing 
and wool preparation

Positions available for experienced
 and reliable staff 

Shearers/Woolhandlers/Pressers
Top rates, accomm, meals, transport

Phone Rei 06 388 1009 or 0272 309 855

Licenced to Quad
From Scoop Network
Farmsafe, in association with Agri-
culture ITO (AgITO), has launched a 
Quad Bike Farm Licence. 

Farmsafe’s national manager Grant 
Hadfield says on average, 35 farmers 
come off their quad bikes every day. 
“FarmSafe and AgITO are committed 
to reducing accidents and changing 
attitudes through training on safe quad 
bike riding practices,” Hadfield says. 

Owners can obtain their Quad Bike 
Farm Licence through a practical on 
job training package that covers safe 
quad bike riding practices and teaches 
participants to effectively identify, 
minimise and isolate potential bike 
riding hazards and make safe riding 
decisions. 

Participants also gain an under-
standing of industry guidelines and 
their responsibilities, demonstrate 
they have taken all practicable steps 
to minimise risk of quad bike injuries, 
set clear expectations about what 
is required for safe riding on their 
property and have a clear method of 
verifying employees’ training and 
assessment. 

Grant Hadfield says that given 
the recent publicity around the 
Department of Labour’s campaign 
of on-farm inspections, the quad 
licencing initiative is timely.

“We want to ensure we do all we 
can to help people stay safe on farms,” 

Kevin Bryant, AgITO chief executive, 
says quad bikes are a major source 
of injury and death on farms, often 
because of lack of experience and 
training. By gaining the Quad Bike 
Farm Licence, farm owners, managers 
and their staff will be able to prove 
safe riding competence as well as 
demonstrate an understanding of the 
Department of Labour guidelines for 
the safe use of quad bikes.

Higher ACC levies, increased 
insurance premiums, compromised 
timelines and increased staffing expenses 
can all result from quad bike accidents, 
affecting farmers’ bottom line.

“There are benefits for employers 
and their staff to undertake this training 
and gain their Quad Bike Licence,” 
Mr Bryant says. “This initiative is 
all about looking after people, risk 
management and giving farmers and 
their businesses the confidence that 
they are taking all reasonable steps to 
protect themselves and their staff to 
the best of their ability.” 

The Quad Bike Farm Licence 
is being offered by FarmSafe in 
association with AgITO. The Licence 
uses NZQA approved unit standards 
and the training and assessment 
process is flexible to suit participants’ 
riding experience. Experienced riders 
who already hold the applicable unit 
standards can have them recognised 
as part of the process. Upon the 
successful completion of the training 
and assessment process, graduates 
will be issued with FarmSafe’s Quad 
Bike Farm Licence. 

To launch this initiative, AgITO 
is offering a free approved safety 
helmet for everybody who signs up 
and completes the training before 30 
November 2011).

To receive a Quad Bike Farm 
Licence application pack and for 
more information call AgITO on 0800 
691 111. 

FOR SALE 
SOME GREAT READING

Shear Magic - The John Allan 
Story. Fascinating account of 
the life of one of Australia’s 
greats. $40 plus postage.

Email shearingmag@xtra.co.nz 
or call 07 839 2891.
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We “ran” the above photo in the April 2011 magazine – 
Shane Rawlinson of Stratford and Josef Martin Schindler of 
Switzerland at Golden Shears – and added comment that we 
didn’t know the identity of the young fellow in the background. 
Now we do know, thanks to a note received from Romana 
Puketapu of Taradale: His name is Te Awarangi Radyn 
Puketapu-Pene and he is Romana’s grandson. He is a big 
shearing fan and his favourite shearer is his Dad, Tui Pene. 
Cam Ferguson and David Fagan are also among his other 
favourites. Te Awarangi was proud as punch when he showed 
his grandparents his photo in the Shearing magazine.

And young Te Awarangi (below with his sheep) can rightly 
be proud of his Dad, Tui, who was the second ranked junior 
shearer on the competition circuit last season with three wins 
and finals appearances at Golden Shears and New Zealand 
championships. Watch this space for more news of Te Awarangi 
20 years from now!

Need some new, easy listening, 
country rock music? Try 

“Through eyes other than my own”
www.rileysmusicstore.com

There is a saying that if something looks like a duck, walks 
like a duck and quacks like a duck, then chances are it 
really is a duck. And there’s another, in similar vein: If it 
sounds too good to be true, chances are it is too good to 
be true.

That’s just by way of introducing an unfortunate episode 
endured recently by one of our readers, who reports that he 
got taken in big time by someone trying to sell top quality 
shearing gear on Trademe. 

On the lookout for gear, and having a good idea of up-to-
date costs through the prior “homework” that he had done, 
our reader came across a deal that sounded too good to be 
true, but his questions were all plausibly answered before 
he agreed to  go ahead with the deal.

Well, to cut the longer story shorter, our buyer paid 
out his money but the goods were never received and an 
impressive list of excuses were offered up over several 
months as to why not.

At this stage, for possible legal ramifications, we are 
keeping names out of the story, but suggest that you accept 
this as a timely reminder to think long and hard before 
paying out good money for expensive gear from unknown 
or dubious sources.

Make sure it’s a duck!



Shearing 13

Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

Missed a couple of back issues of Shearing magazine?
Check them out on-line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz
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NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association Inc

New members welcome. Join now!

Keep abreast with the new rates and changes in legislation.
National President: Barry Pullin. Tel 03 347 8970. Email: shearing@xtra.co.nz

National Secretary: Cheryl Christie, PO Box 11, Ashhurst.Tel 027 263 7634: Fax 06 326 8041
E-mail contactus@nzshearing.co.nz

By Tom Harding
It was the worst possible start to the shearing season this 
year for 22-year-old Welshman Richard Smith when he 
lost his mother, Christine to cancer in late April.With great 
courage and inner strength, Christine had faced her illness 
head-on, saying her final goodbyes to loved ones from her 
bed at St. Anne’s Hospice in her home town of Newport, 
South Wales.

In her last week of life, she said to Richard, “I want you 
to win a big shearing competition for me.”  He knew he 
had to do it, and just three months later he kept his promise 
by winning the Royal Welsh junior championship for her.

Winning the biggest junior title in the Northern 
Hemisphere was a huge achievement for someone who 
had never yet won a junior show, but then Richard isn’t 
one to do things by halves.

After a hard day’s shearing, for example, he rushes off to 
his ‘night shift’, milking cows, finishing after 11pm.  But 
even a day like this is short by comparison to the winter 
when he often works 4am-12am (with no proper break), 
clearing snow from roads and supermarket car parks. Or, 
back when he was in school, and used to get up at 2.15am 
to help his ‘old man’ (grandfather, Alf Thomas) do the milk 
round – dropping his last milk crate at 8am, changing into 
his school uniform and going straight to lessons.

Some evenings after school, Richard would go around 
collecting the money from milk customers, walking alone 
through some of Newport’s roughest housing estates, with 
vast sums of money in his pockets. His old man’s advice 
was simple: if you come back without the money, then 
don’t come back at all.

It was with precisely this kind of guts that he went to 
Llanelwedd, determined not to go back home without that 
red ribbon for mum.

After comfortably qualifying out of the heats, Richard 
found the semis harder, and was convinced that he hadn’t 
shorn well enough to make the final.  Board judge Gwyn 

Davies looked bemused, as he’d actually had a very good 
shear: he was relatively good on the board, and had cleaned 
the plainer lambs up beautifully.

This one’s for you, Mum

Richard Smith on the way to winning the Royal Welsh junior 
championship last month. Inset: Richard’s mother, Christine 
Luther (1966-2011) who asked her son to win a “big one for 
me” just before she died in April. 
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Matson Shearing Ltd
PO Box 7125, Wanganui 4541

Motivated and reliable staff wanted. 
Busy main shear and second shear run. 

Good food and top class accommodation.

Phone Lee : 06 344 5224
Mob. 0274 425 443

MICHELLE 
SHEARING LTD
18 Johnson Street, Milton

Staff required all
year-round

PHONE 
TONY MICHELLE

03 417 8312

And so he was in the final. The commentator joked about 
the internet video sensation, Newport (Ymerodraeth State 
of Mind), as his name was announced.

Only six mule-cross lambs now stood between him and 
his ultimate goal.  Standing up on that stage for your first 
big final, thousands of pairs of eyes on you, the seconds of 
hush before the start can feel like an eternity.  As it became 
imminent, his pen-man purposefully told him: “Right.
Your mum is smiling down on you. You’re going to do 
this for her.”

And then it started: “Timekeepers ready … judges ready 
… competitors …”  After that explosive “GO!” it all 
became a blur, but by the end one thing was clear – Richard 
had produced the best shear of his entire life by miles, and 
he knew it.  The same board judge smiled at him: “Are 
you happy this time?” he asked. He was. “I’m ecstatic,” 
Richard said after: “It means absolutely everything. Mum 
would be absolutely over the moon.”

On the very same day and by complete chance, staff 
at St. Anne’s Hospice held a service of memorial and 
thanksgiving for Christine, something they do for anyone 
who dies in their care.  The candle they lit in her memory 
was most likely burning as Richard shore in that final; 
Christine smiling down on both the City of Newport and 
the green hills of Llanelwedd as her family remembered 
her, and her son kept a very special promise.

“Oh it’s such a perfect day ...”  Welshman Gareth Daniel 
is obviously finding those years spent shearing in New 
Zealand starting to pay off before his home audiences.

As well as winning the Royal Welsh All Nations open 
title (beating David Fagan and Dion King in order to do 
so), Gareth teamed with countryman Richard Jones to beat 
the New Zealand test team (King and Rowland Smith) by 
a comfortable 1.5 points at Builth Wells. 

The Kiwis did however win the series against Wales 
with wins at Cothi and Lampeter prior to the Royal Welsh 
Show, and at Corwen in the last event of the season. 
During the season Daniel had wins at Cothi and Three 
Counties (Malvern) Shows and gained top three placings 
at Lakeland Shears (Cockermouth), Great Yorkshire and 
Lampeter, and a fourth in the open at Corwen.

As well as the 3-1 test series win against Wales, the New 
Zealand team (Dion King and Rowland Smith, managed by 
Bruce Walker of Owaka) won their series against England 

by 2-1 while suffering one-test losses 
to Scotland at Lochearnhead and 
to a United Kingdom team (Gareth 
Daniel and Gavin Mutch) at the Royal 
Highland Show earlier in the season. 

Royal Welsh All Nations champion Gareth Daniel (right) with 
Lister’s managing director, Alun Williams, after his open and 
test successes at the Royal Welsh Show.

Richard Smith enjoys the trappings of his Royal Welsh victory 
with Paul Butcher (Pfizer) and David John (Lister)
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We have vacancies for professional 
shearers, shedhands and pressers to 
staff our Ashburton-based shearing run. 
We offer excellent accommodation, 
top pay rates and steady, year-round 
work with busy main-shear and pre-
lamb runs.

Phone: Office 03 302 7541; 
Grant Smith 0272 413  010 

or  Norm Harraway 0272 413 023

Forde Shearing Ltd
Tuatapere, Southland

Staff required for new 
season.  For all 

enquiries please phone 
Darin or Julie

0272 297 760 or
03 236 7760

POVERTY BAY 
SHEARING LTD

Makaraka, Gisborne

Top quality shearers 
and shedhands 

wanted. Plenty of work 
from November thru 

to March.

Phone Phill or Tup 

now on 06 867 1125 

Top: Peter Lyon’s O’Neill gang at Ken Gillespie’s Glen Ida Station during pre-
lamb, 2011. Back: Dylan McKinley, Rosie Spooner.  Middle: Parnz Eriha, Adrienne 
Te Kiri, Lovely Lyon, Charlie O’Neill.  Front: Mouse O’Neill, Kevin O’Neill, Bella 
(dog), Dana Morgan. Above: Adrienne Te Kiri gets the fleece airborne in grand 
style, while Parnz awaits the smooth landing. (Janyne Harman photos)

As it was, 
140 years ago ...

Shearing is the one great break in 
the monotony of station life; it is a 
busy time anywhere; but here the 
uncertainty of the climate adds tenfold 
to its usual difficulties and anxieties. 

When the sheep are washed in hot 
water, it is arranged so that the shearers 
keep pace with the washers, the latter 
having a start of three or four days for 
the first lot to get dry. In the frequent 
wet weather, washing must stop; even 
during the rainy time, a short lull and a 
high wind dries the wool very rapidly; 
but a sharp lookout must be kept to get 
the sheep under cover before they are 
wet again. With cold water washing, 
3000 or 4000 are got through and 
shorn as weather permits. On very 
few stations are there any paddocks 
for the washed sheep; usually they 
are “tailed” (or shepherded) during 
the day, and yarded and put into some 
small enclosure at night.

It was amusing to see what great  swells 
most of the shearers appeared, on arrival. 
All on horseback, the style of mount 
varying according to circumstances, 
all attired in good comfortable clothes, 
frequently “pants” and boots, with 
paper collar and smart necktie. They 
are now paid 18s. a hundred; the price 
formerly was one pound and one pound 
10s. besides keep, or as it is universally 
called here, “tucker”.

(From Twenty Months in Southland 
1867-69 by ‘A Tasmanian’. Dornie 
Publishing, Invercargill, 2010. David 
Dudfield, Ed.)
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Southland
Available for shearing, 

crutching and 
lamb crutching

Shearers and woolhandlers 
required. Great working 
environment, excellent 

accommodation

Phone Bill or Sharon
03 203 7052 or 027 628 3830

A hand on the horn
By Roger Leslie
The Lüneburge Heide area of northern 
Germany is set in rolling hills and 
vast moor-lands between the Elbe 
and Weser rivers. It is outstandingly 
beautiful but for many Germans it 
represents only a sign on the A7 
autobahn. For me, it is the home 
of the Heidschnuken, a small free-
spirited moor sheep native to the area. 
It is a relative of the Tahr, similarly 
endowed with horns and intolerance 
of restraint.

Growing up in South Otago did 
nothing to prepare us for shearing 
in the Heide. Horns were a novelty 
where I came from and everyone 
would gather round to cheer anyone 
unfortunate enough to get a ram with 
good set of them. The whole experience 
involved untutored probing under 
vicious curls of horn and the business 
of leaving the essentials like eyes 
and ears alone, was haphazard. The 
popularity of Drysdales broke a few 
of us in to shearing around horns and 
the learning cost us many combs and 
the odd pair of good shearing pants.

The Heidschnuken is the best and 
worst of German shearing. With a 
good rise in the wool there is nothing 
faster and without it, nothing worse, 
and of course, there are the horns. 
This sheep has been maintained over 
the years as an historic breed and 
for its tasty flesh but it’s never been 
domesticated or tamed beyond the 
merely superficial. It can give every 
pretence of co-operation, only to 
explode into action, and in less than 

a heartbeat, have soared effortlessly 
over the rails and disappeared into the 
Heide, leaving you with only wounds 
and torn clothing to mark its passing.  

The experienced shepherds put 
collars and bells on the more feisty 
specimens so they can find them in 
the Heide and forests.  When you hear 
a bell clanging in the pen you just 
know that sheep will be the last to be 
apprehended and shorn.  The horns 
make good handlebars to grab as they 
streak by but it’s a risky practice, 
given they can do a barrel roll in mid 
air like a victorious F16 and give you 
a nasty elbow twist.  

While speed, jumping and horn-craft 
are their main defensive mechanisms, 
the art of evasion is their most 
effective.  If you have them in the pen 
in the first place, you’ve already had a 
minor victory, but keeping them there 
and catching each one is a level above 
reasonable expectation. 

Double fleeces are testaments to last 
year’s failures and escape episodes.  
I’ve seen a line of sweepers numbering 
more than 20, trying to force 50 Texels 
and four Schnuken into a pen only to 
finish up with the Texels in the pen and 
all four Schnuken standing smugly on 
the dyke a kilometre away.  They seem 
to have an uncanny ability to pick out 
the weak spots in the advancing line 

and unerringly target the girls who 
are scared of horns. Once in the pen 
the show is by no means over. It’s an 
education to watch a catcher corral the 
mob into a corner then make a sudden 
dash into its midst, hoping to use the 
element of surprise and confusion to 
grab one. 

But with organisational precision 
the mob can open up before them 
like a horde of marauding Mongols, 
and let them pass on through without 
touching a single fleece or horn. 
Using this method is like jumping 
into the river as a means of catching 
whitebait. 

Once a butcher we know emerged 
with the first of his 15 Schnuken from 
a shed where he had them temporarily 
imprisoned. He had been in there for 
five minutes and the bangs and thumps 
and dust coming out under the door 
told an eloquent tale of skirmish. Both 
man and sheep were dishevelled and 
puffing when they emerged and both 
had bleeding noses. That’s how it is 
with the Schnuken: you never defeat 
them, and the best you can hope for 
is a draw.  

As they trot out the gate with horns 
clacking and wildness bells tinkling, 
they seem to say, “See you next year, 
and we’ll be even faster and more 
cunning while you’ll be just older!” 
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Morton’s other invention
By Bernie Walker
The August 2008 edition of Shearing 
featured a story about the invention 
of the sheep drafting gate by William 
Lockhart Morton in 1847 at ‘Sutton 
Grange’ run.  This simple device is still 
an important item of sheep handling 
today and has even been developed 
and computerised to allow drafting by 
weight without the need for a hand on 
the gate. But William Morton 
had another invention which 
not only saved time, labour 
and the sheep as well. This 
was the sheep dip, which 
he invented in 1843, and it 
is hard to imagine just how 
much his two simple devices 
have meant to the sheep 
industry. They came just 
before a critical time for the 
pastoralists, caused by the 
discovery of gold in 1851, 
when many shepherds went 
in search of El Dorado.

Morton’s claim to have 
invented these devices was 
disputed by some people to the extent 
that in 1886 a Parliamentary Inquiry 
found in his favour and pointed out 
that there was no provision in the 
Colony to patent them when they 
were invented.

During the early 1840s, the Western 
District of Victoria was being stocked 
with sheep from Tasmania where the 
disease known as scab was rife, unlike 
those from the longer established areas 
north of the Murray in the Riverina 
district of New South Wales. Morton, 
who had migrated from Scotland in 
1841, was managing a property near 
Colac when he became aware of the 
need for a less physically demanding 
way of dipping sheep than throwing 
them over a fence. 

He came up with the idea of placing 
a watertight open topped tank in the 
ground to hold the dipping solution. It 
was sited beside a catching pen from 
which the sheep were thrown in and 
submerged before finding their own 
way out up a ramp on the opposite 
side into a concreted draining pen 
which allowed surplus fluid to drain 
back into the tank. Dips in which 
sheep were made to swim became 
known as swim or plunge dips.

Before Morton built his dip, the 

two main methods used to deal with 
scab were laborious, slow and costly. 
The dipping solution was made up 
of a warmed mixture of corrosive 
sublimate (mercuric chloride) and 
water. On occasions, turpentine was 
also added. At other times a fluid 
based on tobacco (nicotine) was used 
instead. Using the first method, the 
animal was caught and had its legs 

tied before it was put into a trough 
where it was thoroughly saturated, 
then lifted out and released. 

Sometimes an effort was made to 
retrieve some of the excess fluid. 
It was hard work and the mercuric 
content led the men to salivate greatly 
and caused their fingernails to go 
black. A long hard day might see 
up to 700 treated in this way – with 
Morton’s device, thousands could be 
done in the same time.

The other method used was to hold 
the sheep in a kind of bail, similar to 
a cow bail. A forked post would be 
put in the ground to hold the animal 
by a peg across its neck. Then, while 
one operator opened the wool looking 
for scab, the other applied the fluid, 
a mixture of sulphur and tobacco in 
water heated to about 110ºF (44ºC).  
Double strength tobacco was used on 
the worst affected areas.

Morton’s invention played a 
significant role in eradicating scab 
in Victoria and was just as effective 
when ticks (keds) and lice, and other 
parasites such as itchmite and blowfly 
became a problem in due course.

Despite the many advantages of the 
dip, the design did not encourage the 
sheep to enter of their own volition.  

The idea of a narrow entrance race 
from the confines of a forcing pen 
appears to have come from another 
pastoralist, John Hepburn, soon 
after Morton’s idea became popular.  
Hepburn may also have changed the 
dip to a long narrow shape to force 
the sheep to swim in single file. Depot 
dips were built where stock from the 
surrounding area were brought to a 

central point for treatment. 
They were often located 
adjacent to depot shearing 
sheds. This enabled farmers 
without a dip to treat their 
stock. 

Many other developments 
have taken place including 
above ground spray and 
shower dips.  A huge range 
of dipping products have 
also developed.  Today lice 
are a major threat, along 
with blowfly in season, to the 
welfare of sheep and a new 
range of treatments have 
been developed. These can 

be applied by hand offshears in a race 
or as required, so that the old swim 
dip is seldom seen or used anymore.

Morton later became an explorer 
in North Queensland around 1860 
and also in Gippsland. About 1886 
he retired to Belair in South Australia 
to live with his son, and he died there 
in 1898. Both his simple inventions 
made an incalculable contribution to 
the sheep industry around the world.

Pip Egerton
Artist

Southern Edgez Gallery

Commissions welcome
edgez@woosh.co.nz

03 225 5588
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Ph Hilton Barrett
0061 407 451 111

One of New Zealand’s true shearing legends, Joe Te Kapa, 
died recently at Ashburton, after a brief illness. Aged 77, 
Joe was brought home to his marae at Waingaro (Waikato) 
for burial on 13 August 2011, where more than 30 “old 
shearers” joined with Joe’s whanau to bid him farewell.

Joe was recognised as one of the leading competition 
shearers during the 1960s, was a regular competitor at 
Golden Shears and made the open final in 1966. He finished 
in sixth place behind Bing Macdonald, Tom Brough, Brian 
Quinn, George Potae and Colin Bosher, select company 
indeed which gives at least a glimpse of Joe’s own ability.

Joe was also a great man in the sheds as  contemporaries 
such as Tom Brough attest, and was recognised as one of 
the original Master Shearers at a ceremoney at Masterton 
in 1976.

Te Kuiti’s David Fagan (pictured above with Joe in 
Scotland, 2003) enjoyed a special relationship with Joe Te 
Kapa, right from their first meeting in Western Australia in 
1985: “I was shearing with Joe’s brother, Dick Te Kapa at 
a place called Morra. One night Dick announced that we 
were going down to the pub at Kalingari to meet up with 
Joe. I remember suddenly feeling really nervous about the 
prospect of meeting a true legend, because Joe’s exploits 
with a handpiece were well known throughout the shearing 
world. But we got on really well, right from the start and 
although there was a generation or more between us, there 
was also a great feeling of mutual respect.”

The following season David shore with Joe at Three 
Springs (WA) and the pair really got to know each other 
working every day in the sheds and rooming together.

“Joe was a really great merino shearer and he left his 
mark on a lot of people with his sense of humour and his 
colourful character.”

David Fagan said Joe had travelled the world shearing 
for most of his life and lived for a number of years 
at Lochearnhead in Scotland. As a frequent visitor to 
Lochearnhead himself (venue of the Scottish Blackface 
shearing championships) the pair would meet up and 
renew acquaintance on an annual basis.

Haere atu ra e te rangatira, te totara haemata oo ngaa 
mahi koti hipi, moe mai ra.

Note: With Joe’s death occurring close to printing deadline 
for the magazine, we haven’t had time to document some 
of the many stories that abound about him, so we invite 
further contributions from readers for the next edition.

Caught on camera at the New Zealand Shearing Contractors’ 
Association conference at Wellington in May were Mark and 
Brenda Barrowcliffe from Aria (top) and Lenora and Dino 
Smith of Gisborne (above).
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Congratulations to our National Certificate Recipients

Why train with Tectra?
Tectra, New Zealand’s largest wool harvesting trainer, 
holds the contract with Agriculture ITO (AgITO) to 
deliver shearing and wool handling training nationally 
and has over thirty years experience in delivering 
training programmes. We are committed to providing 
world-class training to shearers, wool handlers, 
classers and pressers. 

To find out more about the course schedule in your 
area contact your local Regional Training Manager 
or call us free on 0800 350 035 or visit our website 
www.tectra.co.nz.

National Operations Manager
Gavin Rowland (Christchurch) (03) 353 9294 or 027 
432 5450. Email: gavin.rowland@tectra.co.nz
 

Our Regional Training Managers
David Long (Palmerston North) looks after all Wool 
Handling and Modern Apprentices in the North Island.  
Call David on (06) 357 1321 or 027 490 0749.

Robyne Murray (Alexandra) looks after all Modern 
Apprentices for the South Island, and Wool Classing. 
Call Robyne on (03) 448 7901 or 027 581 8144.
Dean Te Huia (Te Kuiti) looks after Northland, 
Waikato, Taranaki and the Bay of Plenty.  Call Dean on 
(07) 878 7666 or 027 495 0601. 
Bill Hale (Takapau) looks after the North Island’s East 
Coast and the Hawke’s Bay regions. Call Bill on (06) 
843 3187 or 027 492 8979.
Ian Hopkirk (Palmerston North) looks after 
Wanganui, the Manawatu and Wairarapa regions. Call 
Ian on (06) 353 2965  or 027 230 6659.
Kevin Hessell (Temuka) looks after Nelson, 
Marlborough, Canterbury, North Otago and West Coast 
regions. Call Kevin on (03) 614 8875 or 027 591 7759.
Chas Tohiariki (Invercargill) looks after Central and 
South Otago and the Southland regions. Call Chas on 
(03) 235 2787 or 027 246 5538.

Wool Handling Training Manager
Huia Whyte-Puna (Christchurch) looks after all the 
South Island Wool handlers and Pressers. Call Huia on 
(03) 339 4472 or 027 452 4600.

National Certificate in 
Wool Handling Level 2

Pamela Best, Adrian Dempsey, 
TeRangimaria Edwards, Sade 
Elers, Jarmen Foster-Brook, 
Taieri Grant, Ngapine-Terairi 
Hakaraia, John Heke, Susan 
Heta, Pati Hillman, Timothy 
Hogg, Danielle Joyce, Adam 
Lingman, Ciarna Marsden, 
Rebekkah Nelson, Vanessa 
O’Rourke, Nathan Poi, Maxine 
Pue, Nile Rahi, Tyrone Reade, 
David Ropiha, Sharon Sciascia, 
Alex Smith, Leona Smith, 
Margaret Stringer, Jacob Tamati, 
Carrie-Anne Te Wiki, Katrina 
Thoma-Koch, Liza Thoma-
Koch, Paratai Tuhakaraina, 
Alpha Wade, Tangira Waititi, 
Dean Wetere.

National Certificate in 
Wool Handling Level 3

Pimia Baker, Ashley Boyce, 
Hayley Holm, Ingrid Neera, Pania 
Piwari-Rix, Dolorosa Rangiuaia, 
Leah Reuben, Kara-Lee Scott-
Power, Dominique Waimotu, 
Jessie Whatiura-Barakat.

National Certificate in 
Wool Pressing Level 3

Shane Crawford, Owen Dodd, 

Nathan Poi, RikiPower, Matthew 
Spence, Te Rangiunuhia 
Takarangi, te Pohe Takarangi, 
Tyrone Watterston, James 
White.

National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Level 4 
Jason Ballantyne, Kelly Brill, 
Lindsay Brown, Dylan Fowler, 
Mark McCone, Benjamin 
Phillips, Aubrey Underwood.

National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Level 3

Sheldon Arps, Johny Crawford, 
Tony Fielding, Bevan Guy, 
Joshua Hale, Caleb Harwood, 
Tuara Hemara, Cain Kahukura, 
Sonny Kennedy, Brett Langrell, 
Joel Maaka, Manu Pomare, 
Sheyenne Taiki, Tipuranga 
Tipuna, David Tuaupiki.

Partners in Wool 
Harvesting Training
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National Certificate in 
Fine Wool Machine 
Shearing Level 2

James Dwyer, Alexandra Malcolm, 
John Morresey.

National Certificate in 
Fine Wool Machine 
Shearing Level 3

Marsha l l  Chase,  Osborne 
Gemmell, Robin Hape, Caleb 
Wells, Kelvin Wilson.

National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Level 2

Danielle Aupouri, Sean Cursiter, 
John Heke, Lee Henderson, 

Rebecca Hodge, Lawrence 
Maraku, Shane Marshall, Nardia 
Mason, David McAdam, Jimmie 
Ngamoki, Leo O’Connell, Ataneta 
Puna, Jordan Ramage, Luke 

Rongo, Paul Stevens, Huib 
Vethaak, Hira Waihape.

Introduction to Shearing
Chas Bailey, Gwyn Edwards, 
Claude Elers, Michael Ferris, 
Aaron Follett, Tyler Gilchrist, 
Michael Halcrow, Murray James, 
Riki Joseph, Tama Keelan, 
Eru Keil, Shaun Mathieson, 
Matthew McGowan, Patrick 
O’Connor, John Reo, Simon 
Ridley, Daniel Seed, Shaygan 
Strickland, Robert Thompson, 
Richard Timu, Ratahi Topia, 
Cyrus Walpole, Kodrey Wilson.

TECTRA LIMITED : CERTIFICATE IN WOOL TECHNOLOGY
The Certificate in Wool Technology is an extramural tertiary-level course for people interested in the 
production, harvesting and preparation of wool.  This two-year programme develops the knowledge and 
skills needed to supervise clip preparation in the shearing shed and to class wool in the shed or store. 

Who should do the course?: Anyone wanting to understand wool and the wool industry in New Zealand 
will find the Certificate in Wool Technology extremely valuable. Students come from a wide array of 
backgrounds - leading wool handlers, farmers, wool brokers and people working in the wool marketing 
and processing industries have completed this internationally recognized qualification.

How is the programme run?: The course is a two-year, part time programme consisting of papers taught 
extramurally through study guides and assignments. Practical block courses are held in both the North 
and South Islands and those students who select to do the Wool Classing module undertake considerable 
in-shed practical work. On successful completion of the certificate you will be offered automatic entry 
into the NZ Wool Classers Association.

What’s new?: In response to industry demand, we have developed a Wool Classing Module that will 
allow leading wool handlers to focus their programme on wool classing.  This has a strong practical 
component that involves trainees working alongside mentors in live-classing situations.  This allows you 
to learn the business alongside industry professionals. 

Aligned to equivalent Australian qualification: An added benefit for people graduating with the Wool 
Technology classing qualification is the opportunity to have your classing stencil endorsed in Australia.  
This requires a short bridging course to get you qualified to class wool in Australia.

Registration: Applications for enrolment are open now so don’t delay!

Funding: Ministry of Social Development student loans are available. Contact StudyLink on 0800 889 
900 to discuss your entitlement. You may be entitled to a training incentive allowance from Work and 
Income New Zealand. Contact your Case Manager to discuss your entitlement.

To enrol, or for more information, contact: Laurie Boniface, Manager Industry Studies, Tectra Limited. 
Tel: (06) 350 2304 : Mob: (027) 433 8925 : Email: laurie.boniface@tectra.co.nz 

Partners in Wool 
Harvesting Training



Shearing 22

Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

Welcome to Woollywood!

 

By Colin King MP
At 6.30am on Friday 10 June I revived my sheep shearing 
skills at Wellington railway station as the Campaign for 
Wool was launched in New Zealand.  

The Campaign for Wool is a global initiative aiming 
to bring wool back into fashion, highlighting the fibre’s 
virtues as a sustainable, eco-friendly and durable option to 
cheaper alternatives. These are all admirable qualities in 
this day and age of measuring one’s carbon footprint.

HRH the Prince of Wales, Patron of the campaign and 
recognised as the United Kingdom’s most significant 
sheep farmer, launched the initiative in September 2010 
with a Wool Week in Saville Row, London.    

But back to Wellington. As I hadn’t shorn a sheep since 
2009 I was soon reminded that it’s very much like riding 
a bike – you never forget. A radio breakfast show was 
broadcasting live from the “Sheep in the City” launch event 
and the announcer attempted to shear a sheep following 
my instructions. I managed to get both announcer and 
sheep through the process relatively unscathed.   

With blade and machine shearing demonstrations taking 
place, hundreds of fascinated Wellingtonians stopped their 
trek through the railway station to work in order to watch 
something they probably hadn’t seen before in real life.  

Wool-handlers prepared the wool as they would in the 
shearing shed and commentary allowed the urban onlookers 
to make some connections between this incredible natural 
fibre and the best of carpets and wool fabrics. Most people 

know and recognise the attractive and luxurious qualities 
of merino wool but unfortunately many have forgotten 
the similar qualities of woollen carpets and textiles. By 
8am we had packed up and our next show (a repeat of 
the shearing and wool handling demonstrations) was at 
lunchtime in Midland Park in the heart of Wellington’s 

Central Business District.   
Once again with the microphone 

blaring, we set to work and surprised 
the Wellington bureaucrats who 
watched with interest and received 
hand-outs. The public loved touching 
and feeling the wool both on and 
off the sheep. One of the highlights 
during the day was the “Lamb Walk” 
up Lambton Quay led by two fantastic 
five year-olds with their pet lambs. 

The moral of the day is that until 
we as a nation are proud of what we 
produce – and its superior quality, why 
would people pay what it’s worth? 
For far too long New Zealanders 
have under-sold what this country 
produces. 

We all need to walk the talk where 
wool promotion is concerned. Wool 
is a natural fibre and in this age of 
sustainability and environmental 
concern, we need to take the mental 
out of environmental and really start 
looking after the environment. That 
means choosing natural products 
that serve us far better than the man-
made alternatives, many of which are 
by-products of the petro-chemical 
industry.  

Sheep in the City participants at Wellington Railway Station from back left: Ash 
Boyce, Abbey Allen and Oti Mason (wool handlers). Middle row: Paul Avery, 
Charlotte Jephson, Colin King and Peter Taylor. Front: Amanda Jephson and 
Tony Dobbs. Above right: Wool strutting its stuff in style on Lambton Quay.
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Wool levy projects

McCONACHIE 
SHEARING LTD

WINTON

Raelene and Jamie are just a 
phone call away for all your 

shearing needs.

We also encourage our staff to 
improve their skills through 

shearing sports competitions.

Tel 03 236 9987
Mob 0274 336 477

JEFF DORSET
S H E A R I N G

R O T O R U A

“We support all that 
is best in shearing.”

DRUG FREE GANGS
TOP RATES

Jeff 0274 920 758
or 07 348 0318

jdorset@reporoa.co.nz

Te Anau 
Shearing
We have jobs for 

experienced 
shearers and shedhands

Phone Andrew on 
03 249 7005

From Scoop Network
Seven entrepreneurial wool projects 
will benefit from a funding boost 
of more than half a million dollars, 
announced recently by Beef+Lamb 
New Zealand (B+LNZ). The cash 
comes from a contestable fund set up 
to share out the remaining wool levies, 
with the money going to businesses 
demonstrating the greatest potential 
to pump money back into the wool 
industry - and ultimately, into farmers’ 
pockets. 

Some of the projects aim to do this 
by achieving savings through the 
development of tools and systems for 
improved efficiency and consistency. 
Others are focused on increasing 
demand for wool through research 
and the creation of new products and 
niche markets. 

The successful applicants were 
chosen by an advisory panel from 28 
bids by farmer groups, wool industry 
service providers and manufacturers. 

They are: Potroz-Smith Technologies 
Ltd, New Zealand Wool Services 
International, The Formary, Alliance 
Group, Wool Equities, New Zealand  
Shearing Contractors Association and 
a collaboration between Wool Partners 
International and Banks Peninsula 
Wool Growers Group. 

B+LNZ Chief Operating Officer, 
Cros Spooner says it was exciting to 
review all 28 projects. “It shows there 
is some genuine passion and talent 
with companies involved in the New 
Zealand wool industry.” 

“We believe each of the seven 
projects we’ve funded has a very real 
chance of delivering value back to 
New Zealand farmers, which is great 
news.” 

To ensure the Wool Levy Fund 
distribution improves returns for wool 
growers, applicants were required to 
show their commitment to investing 
time, money and resources in the success 
of the project. Each of the successful 
projects will be matched 50:50 with 
funding from the applicant group. 

* Eastbourne-based Potroz-Smith 
Technologies Ltd is researching the 
production of an environmentally 
friendly, super absorbent wool-based 
material for use in personal hygiene 
and wound-care products that will be 
natural, non-toxic and biodegradable. 

* NZ Wool Services International 
will focus on developing practical 
tools to avoid underweight bales, 
which currently cost the industry 
an estimated $4million a year. The 
company is based in Christchurch. 

* Wellington company and 
sustainable textile inventor The 
Formary is looking at blending 
New Zealand strong wool and a 
waste material to develop a range of 
commercial and domestic interior 
products. 

* Wool Partners International and 
Banks Peninsula Wool Growers Group 
are working together to develop a 
truly sustainable carpet using natural 
processes and materials, including 
low pesticide, ethically-produced, 
traceable New Zealand wool. 

* Invercargill’s Alliance Group 
plans to incorporate wool production 
into its Hoofprint software package 
(developed in conjunction with 

Dunedin-based AbacusBio to measure 
on-farm carbon footprints). The 
company will work with NZ wool 
producers and marketers to gain extra 
market value for Hoofprint-accredited 
wool products. 

* Wool’s eco-friendly properties are 
the basis for a project by Matamata 
manufacturer Wool Equities, which 
will carry out market research, design 
and produce samples, and establish 
markets for high value bed blankets 
for premium international markets. 

* The New Zealand Shearing 
Contractors’ Association will use 
the funding to establish a quality 
assurance programme, underpinning 
recent work to ensure accredited 
shearing operators provide consistent 
product descriptions and demonstrate 
socially sound and sustainable 
business practices. 

Beef + Lamb New Zealand Ltd is the 
farmer-owned industry organisation 
representing New Zealand’s sheep 
and beef farmers. Beef+Lamb New 
Zealand Ltd invests farmer levies to 
help develop a growing sheep and beef 
industry providing sustainable returns 
for future generations. Beef+Lamb 
New Zealand has four programmes - 
Farm, Market, People and Information 
- to deliver innovative tools and 
services to support informed decision 
making, and continuous improvement 
in market access, product positioning 
and farming systems for New 
Zealand’s sheep and beef sector. 
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The Blade Shearer
He never went to Europe for the summer 
He never took an ocean cruise first class 
But when the shepherds brought the woollies to the woolsheds 
For years he rode the track to Lindis Pass. 
His pen was kept for him after each season 
A tribute to a man who really cares 
No second cuts, no racing and no striking 
He spent his whole life working with the shears. 
I never ever met him, never saw him 
He was dead and gone so long before my time 
Yet I fancy somehow that I really knew him 
Through the old time stories handed down the line. 
They said he had a funny way of talking
He pronounced his christian name always as “Tarm” 
The “Old Ting” was his wife and faithful woman 
And they wintered through upon their little farm. 
But when the springtime brought along the shearing 
And go he must to pay the grocer’s bills 
He would shoe his horse and say to all and sundry 
“I’m Tarm Healy and I’m off to Marvin Hills”. 
Then he’d saddle up his horse and tie his swag on 
His old farm horse was big and strong, but slow 
With some tobacco and some tucker for the journey 
For Tom Healy had a longish way to go.
With his trusty ‘Sheffield Star’ wrapped in an oil cloth
And a brand new pair he would soon break in
With spare knockers, a spare driver and his bowyangs
His oil stone and his home-made moccasins.
Then farewell to wife and to her city sister
Who stayed over for whatever time it took
For those were lonely times for lonely women
Tend the garden, milk the cow and feed the chook.
And out the gate and heading for the woolsheds
Through the many gullies where the gold was mined 
And out across the wind-blown Maniototo 
As the miles so sure but steady fell behind. 
Wedderburn, Rough Ridge and then the Ida Valley 
Late frosts that held the country in its clamp 
Hills Creek, then down into the Manuherikia 
Where the pioneering drovers used to camp. 
Then followed on the old coach road into St Bathans 
Maybe a whiskey in the Vulcan with a mate 
Then a second heavy one just to prepare him 
For the wild dark hills he had to navigate. 
Then up and through these rough and tumbled ranges 
To stop on top after the final pull 
Far below he knew his shearing stand was waiting 
And his hands would soon be working in the wool.

By chance we came to Morven Hills one evening
We were riding with the Gold Fields Cavalcade 
And there beside the tar sealed Lindis Highway 
We pitched our tent and so our camp was made.
We were told about the musters and the old days 
When Morven Hills was running at full fame 
One hundred thousand woollies for the shearers 
But that was well before the rabbits came. 
It made me think again about Tom Healy 
And the tales I heard about him as a lad 
And though I never knew him, never met him 
So often I got to wishing that I had. 
For to me he was a symbol of the hard times 
With a certain romance in the life he knew 

A character, a worker and a battler 
With a sure philosophy to see things through. 
And the same wool shed sat dreaming in the sunset 
The same wool shed where Tom had worked for years 
Between two wars and through the Great Depression
Wearing out his backbone, wrist and shears. 
So for some small sign, maybe even an address 
We walked across the paddock for a look 
A date, a name, a signature, a message 
For most woolshed walls read like an open book. 
To be read by somebody who cared to ponder 
Written by some-one they never knew
A rousie or a shed hand or a presser
Over years and years of drifters passing through. 
But we never found a sign to say he’d been there 
And day was slowly sinking into night 
And my brother said to me as we were leaving 
Maybe old Tom could never read or write. 
I stood beside the grind-stone at the doorway 
And took one long last glance into the shed 
Two shearing boards each with a dozen portholes 
Once full of laughs and voices now long dead. 
And I imagined I heard click click of the shear blades 
And the calls of ‘Wool Away’ and ‘Sheep-O Jack’ 
And the shuffle of the sheep upon the grating 
In the catching pens and night pens out the back.

It was somewhere between midnight and early morning 
When I heard one of our horses start to neigh 
So I went to see that they were safely yarded 
And I checked the woolshed gate across the way. 
Then from out of the darkness came a stranger 
And he said as he dismounted at the gate 
“My horse threw a shoe away back in the ranges 
And it’s not like old Tarm Healy to be late. 
For I come to Marven Hills each year for the shearing 
And I line up with the top men in the trade 
And I’ll line up with them once again at sunrise 
Though my shears need some attention to each blade. 
There’ll be ‘guns’ and ‘ringers’ coming from all over
So ready at my stand I want to be 
So if I fetch the water can and light the lantern 
Would you care to turn the old grindstone for me?” 
So I turned the old grindstone for old Tom Healy 
And I dribbled on the water for the grind 
Then he was gone into the darkness where he came from 
And his weary cob horse followed in behind.

We were saddled up and mounted for the journey 
The Pink Ladies had fed us up like kings
The trail boss was impatient to get going
While the wranglers were stationed on the wings. 
When my brother rode beside me and he pointed 
And he said, “You know that I’ve got perfect sight 
But I’d swear on oath that water can and lantern 
Were not on that rail when we looked around last night.”

I was smiling to myself and said nothing 
The cavalcade was moving out real fast 
A dream, a ghost, a vision – Did it matter? 
I knew that old Tom and I had met at last.
                                        (© Blue Jeans 2011)
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If it’s used in the Shearing Industry
then chances are - we sell it.

Shop online at www.courela.com.au 

Courela Clothing
5 Phillip Street  Ph/Fax: 08 8626 1285
STREAKY BAY
South Australia 5680

Try our new black 
stretch shearing pants

Open shearing gang at Alison and Kim Duncan’s property at Pokaka (Taihape) in May 2011. Back left: Dave Burns, Phil 
Baker, Ash Transom (ganger), Russell Knight, Jordon Marsden, Kim Duncan. Front: Amiria Whareaorere, Maryse Stoney, 
Shanan Perawhiti, Troy the dog, Alison Duncan. The shed is more than 100 years old and its walls bear the signatures of many 
who have worked there over the years.
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ADRIAN COX 
SHEARING LTD

has vacancies for 
experienced shearers 

and shedhands for 
stayout work on his 
fine wool run based 

in South 
Canterbury.

Excellent working 
conditions.

Give Adrian a 
call today!

Tel 03 614 7811

(From Beef+Lamb New Zealand)
Export earnings for New Zealand 
sheep and beef products totalled $5.8 
billion last year – an increase of 9 per 
cent, according to Beef + Lamb New 
Zealand’s (B+LNZ) Economic Service 
annual Stock Number Survey.

The survey shows sheep numbers 
down 2.1 per cent to 31.9 million 
while the beef herd stayed almost 
static at 3.9 million (-0.2%) in the 
year to 30 June 2011, according to 
B+LNZ Economic Service Executive 
Director, Rob Davison. 

“The decrease in sheep numbers 
flows on from the tough spring of 
2010 and that resulted in a low supply 
of lambs this year. This in turn has 
cut back the supply of lambs that can 
be held over as future breeding flock 
replacements.”

Davison said tight global supplies 
of lamb and sheepmeat saw world 
market prices lift significantly. 

“These high prices allowed a higher 
than usual cull of poorer producing 
sheep with the objective to improve 
the flock quality for future breeding 
seasons and this also contributed to the 
sheep flock decrease.  World market 
lamb prices were also up significantly 
on the previous year but the lamb 
supply from New Zealand remained 
constrained from the previous spring’s 
poor lamb crop.”

In the year ended 30 June 2011, 
lamb generated $2.7 billion which 

beef export receipts, meat exports 
made up $5.0 billion (86%) and co-
products 800 million (14%).

“Strong prices and favourable 
conditions particularly from autumn 
have boosted confidence on sheep 
and beef farms.  Improved prices this 
year have provided cash to address 
legacy issues from successive years 
of droughts and increased debt levels.  
Reducing debt and catching up on 
deferred maintenance and fertiliser 
inputs will certainly be ongoing 
priorities for the coming year. ”

Davison says early expectations 
are for this spring’s total lamb crop to 
be up 1.4 million on last year’s poor 
result to 26.2 million lambs.  

“But even then, this will be second 
smallest lamb crop in 50 years. Only 
last year’s was lower.  More lambs are 
expected born per 100 ewes than last 
year and will more than offset the 2.5 
per cent decrease in breeding numbers 
this year.

“With this year’s lamb crop up, the 
yield of lambs for export is estimated 
at 20.1 million, up 5.8 per cent on last 
year but the second lowest production in 
40 years. Only the year just ending was 
lower. With sheep numbers expected to 
have bottomed out, a higher retention 
of lambs for flock replacements is 
needed for next year to start a small 
recovery in sheep numbers.” 

is 3.4 per cent ahead of last year but 
from reduced export volumes (-15%).  
Lamb meat at $9,300 per tonne was up 
17 per cent and co-products receipts, 
like lamb skins and offal, were also up 
17 per cent on the previous year.

“The decline in the ewe flock has 
ensured mutton exports receipts were 
the standout story - up 35 per cent to 
$580 million with the volume shipped 
up 15 per cent.  The price per tonne of 
mutton shipped was $6,425 (+19%) 
and co-product receipts were up 31 
per cent.”

Davison said beef export receipts 
at $2.5 billion were up 14 per cent 
despite the volume shipped decreasing 
3 per cent.  The price per tonne of beef 
shipped at $5,825 per tonne was up 
16 per cent and receipts from beef co-
products were up 22 per cent.

Within the $5.8 billion sheep and 

Profits up, numbers down

  27.6 million lambs arriving in spring?
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New skills quickly tested

PETER LYON SHEARING
Peter and Elsie are always looking for good employees, especially July-Oct and Dec-
April. We shear 1.6 million sheep and crutch them at least once, so 3 million sheep have 
to be put out the porthole by somebody! Consider this:

• Top accommodation, meals and travel provided. The only charge is a janitor’s fee   
 $5 per day for shed staff and $7 per day for shearers.
• Shearing pay rates as per NZSCA employment agreement (or above for merinos).   
 Copy of employment agreement available on request.
• Shed staff paid at agreed rates - attitude and ability to perform main considerations.
• Pay once a week, every week. Experience not essential - we are happy to pass on   
 our experience from within the company.
• Good standard of behaviour expected - we take a dim view of drugs and too much   
 alcohol.
• Reliable weather patterns in Central Otago.

We welcome your enquiries - confident we will stack up as top quality employers
Box 321 Alexandra: Tel 03 448 6378 : fax 03 448 9201

A Dion Morrell Shearing crew with with DrivePro’s Mike Robb, doing a Freeze 
Drive Course at Alexandra last month, getting ready for those slippery winter 
roads at pre-lamb shearing time in Central Otago. From Left to right: Annmarie 
Kahukura, Mike Robb (instructor), Shane Lamont, Pete Stone, Tamihana 
Karauria, Pagan Rimene, Lyle Tahau. Just two days after the course, Lyle 
had to use his newly acquired skills to quickly get out of the way of a 4WD 
that came sliding down a hill sideways towards him, on black ice. He calmly 
manouvered the van and a crash was avoided. Lyle said the course had given 
him confidence to react calmly, not to panic and everybody else in the van who 
had done the course as well stayed calm, confident that Lyle would do the right 
thing. They reckon that incident alone and the ability to avoid trouble was well 
worth the cost of the course. Good timing all round!

Off the Cuff
By Barbara Newton
Croquet and shearing and wool-
handling events are the only sports 
that I am aware of where competitors, 
irrespective of gender and age group 
category, can compete against each 
other on equal terms. The Golden 
Shears championships earlier this 
year high-lighted that factor where 
the shearers and woolhandlers, both 
female and male, teenage protégés 
and Nanas competed along side and 
with one another.

Youth does not always conquer and, 
as demonstrated at Masterton, that 
experience is definitely a match for 
youth. The winners of the two blue 
riband events at the Golden Shears 
attest to that because the open wool 
handling and open shearing, were won 
by 40-year-olds, both with the initials 
of JK and both truly worthy Masters 
of their individual discipline! As 
David Fagan has demonstrated over 
many years, it s not just a one-off, 
with his performances epitomising 
this phenomenon.

In fact, Joanne Kumeroa was in the 
Wairarapa for just one week, entered 
two competitions, in four events and 
won the lot - 100 % success rate – a feat 
unrivaled? She not only won the Pre-
Shears woolhandling event but also 
joined up with Robyne Murray (the 
Nana) and fellow finalist at Golden 
Shears, to also take out the teams 
event. Kumeroa then teamed up with 
Robyn’s daughter Denise Murray-
Karaka (the teenager)  together with 
shearers Cam Ferguson and Adam 
Brausch to take out the Tectra and 
NZSCA Contractors’ team event, as 
well as successfully defending the  
title she had won last year by winning 
the individual woolhandling event for 
a record fifth occasion (1995, 2001, 
2004, 2010 and 2011).

 But you are only as good as 
your last performance. Each new 
competition, brings a fresh challenge 
and challengers. Bring it on!

* * * * * * 
“I used to see [1963 Golden Shears 

open champion] Brian Waterson 
doing chin ups and push ups and that 
sort of thing before competitions. I 
used to think he was just showing off 
but I found out later it was all because 
of his nerves.” (Norm Blackwell) 
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By Lynley Waddell
Spiral perms, bubblegum jeans, 
winkle pickers, leg warmers and 
stubbies (short tight shorts that is – 
not small cold bottles of beer). When I 
was growing up, they were just a few 
of the fashions that, although popular 
at the time, fell by the wayside and 
will hopefully only ever resurface 
in an L&P advertisement made for 
television! The same can be said for 
some of the trends that have graced 
shearing sheds around New Zealand.

I’ve been thinking about all the 
changes that have been made in 
shearing gear since I started working 
in the family business 25 years ago. 
The thought process started when a 
chap came into our showroom and 
noticed a Lister Mamba handpiece on 
the counter. He was waiting to have 
his combs and cutters sharpened (of 
which three combs had a total of five 
teeth missing!). After we decided on 
three new combs, he was waiting for 
the rest of his gear to come through 
and was saying that his handpiece 
“looked pretty much like that new 
one, except it’s from the 1940s”. 

Truth be told, it is probably an 
old Sunbeam EB or Lister Ace that 
has been around since the 1960s, an 
old faithful that has been stashed in 
the woolshed on the family farm. It 
probably hasn’t seen the light of day 
for the last 20 or 30 years and will 
have been lucky to have had any parts 
replaced or servicing done on it in that 
time either. It’s not a negative against 
the farmer – it just seems to be part of 
our heritage to hang on to a piece of 
equipment until the bitter end. We still 
get the occasional handpiece in excess 
of 60-70 years old to be serviced. 

Not a huge change has been made 
to the overall look of the standard 
mechanical handpieces when you 
think about it – there has been a 
lot of technical ‘tweeking’ and our 
modern Lister Nitro and Supershear 
Viper handpieces are cool running, 
with a slimline design and they are 
much sleeker and faster to use than 
their older counterparts (that was the 
unashamedly blatant sales pitch if you 
failed to miss it!). Gone are the bad 
ol’ days when people were wearing 
gloves to stop the third degree burns to 
their hands because a handpiece was 

overheating. Handpieces aside, there 
have been lots of other changes in our 
industry and I know once I start listing 
them, many more will follow…

Shearing pants - when I first started 
at work in the mid 80s, denim jeans 
were new to the market. We were still 
selling woollen shearing pants which 
were very heavy, hot and baggy in 
the legs. It really flummoxed people 
when we completely changed over 
to denim jeans. I saw a lady wearing 
that same style of woollen pants a wee 
while ago and thought how nostalgic 
they were.

Front seams in jeans were a bit of a 
phase – they were soooooo fashionable 
for a few years and with no seams on 
the inside legs they prevented a lot of 
seam rubbing. They were only a phase 

though and our standard jean style has 
been popular ever since. 

Bowyangs were popular around 
the same time – these were the straps 
that were worn on top of wide legged 
pants, under the knees, to bring all the 
material in and prevent the pants from 
being cut. They were made in elastic 
with dome closures or nylon strapping 
with Velcro closures but of course the 
advancement in stretch material for 
jeans means that we can manufacture 
with tapered legs and have done away 
with bow yangs and insulation tape.

Comb strops – in the late ‘80s we 
had to start making a wider comb strop 
to accommodate the wider and wider 
shearing combs. It’s not that wide 
combs hadn’t been around for ages 
but more that those wide combs were 
being bent out further and further so 
we had to go to a 6-inch wide version 
as well as the standard 4-inch.

Carpet felt moccasins – when our 
family first bought HC Zank Shearing 
Supplies, Harry was still making 
shearing moccasins out of carpet felt 
(like the old carpet tiles from prefab 
buildings of the era). We carried 
on making them for a few years but 
it was the worst job in the entire 
factory to pull-up moccs that felt 
like fibreglass on your hands and no 

A little bit of nostalgia

How things have changed over the years, as Lynley Waddell observes! These blokes 
were the height of shed fashion back in 1961 (the first Golden Shears open finalists), 
with their heavy woollen shearing pants, thick singlets, bowyangs, bag moccasins, 
“unpulled” combs (shhh, Bing might have had a couple!), baling twine belts ...
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Based in Riversdale, Southland

Shearers / Shedhands
Wanted for hard working, 

professional team
Must be honest and reliable

Permanent or Seasonal

Main shear 5 January - mid April
Pre-lamb 1 June to September

Top accommodation
Top pay rates
Paid weekly

Phone:
Roger 03 202 5543  Cell 027 205 2192

Email: southlandwideshearing@xtra.co.nz

It’s official! At least one person reads Shearing magazine! 
Kataraina Stoney was caught in the act earlier this year at 
a central North Island woolshed. We strongly suspect the 
bloke in the photo, Steven Stoney, is also a mag reader but 
he pretended at the time to be strongly  focused on the action 
taking place on the board, so we didn’t actually SEE him 
reading it. So there may be at least two ... .

matter how gloved or bandaged they were, you always 
ended up with massive cuts and blisters on your palms. I 
never understood why anyone would want to wear them 
on their feet!

Russian cutters – In the 50’s, the Russians entered the 
space race and in the ‘80s they got involved in the shearing 
gear market and bought out a serrated edged cutter which 
were to be ‘the best thing since sliced bread’. Actually the 
theory was that serrated edges would cut through wool 
like a serrated bread knife. They started off with a hiss-
and-a-roar but soon fizzled out and we sat on stock for 
many years until they were finally all sold.

Experting combs used to be a big part of our business but 
one we are not really sad to see the back of. Firstly every 
shearer who came in to us would spend a huge amount of 
time sorting through sometimes 10 – 30 packets of combs 
to get five or 10 combs exactly the right bevel shape, 
thickness, etc., that was suitable for them. Even the novice 
or lifestyler who knew they were supposed to be looking 
for something (but didn’t know exactly what) would still 
sort through combs. 

These days of course the machining processes in the 
factories are much more accurate and each style of comb 
should be fairly consistent in its characteristics, making 
the choice easier for the end user – sorting still happens but 
nothing like what it has been in the past. Up until ten years 
ago, we also had our comb experting man who could spend 
up to 20-30 hours a week doing-up combs for shearers. 
The end result was always beautiful looking combs but 
once again with the advancements in technology, comb 
shapes and widths are coming out of the factories in so 
many choices and with better finishing so that not a lot of 
refining needs to be done anymore.

What else…the introduction of capless packs saw the end 
of hand-sewing with needles and twine; pre-glued emeries 
– a great idea but they never really took hold (pardon the 
pun); our Sheargear slogan used to be ShearGear for Guns 
& Rousies (and yes Guns & Roses was a hugely popular 
band at the time) but “Rousies” became un-PC so that was 
the end of that slogan; even the logistics of business have 
changed where we used to drive our freight 20km’s to the 
bus depot  for sending via bus or train – these days we 
have three courier van pick-ups a day from our warehouse. 
Oh the times they are a changin’ … wonder what the next 
25 years will bring?
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Criterion Club Hotel
7-10 Tarbert Street, Alexandra

Tel 03 448 7204: Fax 03 448 7378

Hosts: Tony & Corranne Flannery

The Middle Pub
Cheaper accommodation, new 

kitchen and dining room, TAB and 
CRT

Legendz Bar & Restaurant

Positions available for permanent and 
seasonal staff with good work ethics

Opportunities to upskill for
Shearers, Woolhandlers and Pressers

Cook’s position also available
Good accommodation, solid winter work
Book in now! All enquiries to Dion and 

Gabriela welcome

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Central Otago shearing services 
 
 
DION MORRELL SHEARING LTD. 
 
Alexandra 
Ph. 03 448 9170 
M.   027 630 9081 
 

By Des Williams
Are those sheep in your woolshed awaiting the arrival of the 
shearing gang half full or half empty? Either way, are they 
empty enough to allow comfortable and stress-free shearing 
by a skilled professional?

A Waikato shearer has posed the question of whether 
farmers, in his neck of the woods anyway, are adequately 
emptying out sheep in preparation for shearing. He suggests 
it is becoming a big problem in his area, especially during 
second shear and pre-lamb shearing.

We are often lucky to have the sheep in for 12 hours. The 
farmers seem to think having their ewes off the grass for 
that long will have an effect on the lamb, or maybe cause 
sleepy sickness in the ewes. The lack of emptying out time, 
coupled with the fact that sheep are being bred bigger and 
bigger, means it’s getting to the stage where I’m seriously 
having to consider giving up shearing, around here at least 
because of the strain and wear and tear on the body, back 
and knees.

The shearer is also conscious of the longer term effects the 
present conditions might have in years to come. “We have 
been talking about the need to introduce a higher rate for 
shearing these larger sheep because their size now means 
we are sometimes down to less than 60 per two-hour run.

Our contact says he’s also had some discussions with OSH 
but didn’t get a lot of joy. “Just your usual waste of space and 
money government department!” Well, despite being one 
who spends his own days working in another government 
department, this writer quite enjoyed that description, but as 
in all things, you have to be talking to the right people in the 
right department, in order to get the right answer, and that is 
not always achievable. 

So a quick flick through the Shearing magazine index 
reveals the fact that we have previously run a major story 
on the emptying out of sheep in preparation for shearing 

(April 2003 edition). Shortly after that story was published 
(written by former NZ Wool Board staffer Richard 
Gavigan), several agencies worked together on the issue 
and produced “Health and Safety Recommendations for 
Fasting of Sheep Prior to Shearing”. The booklet was 
published by the Department of Labour in September 
2003, and is readily available “on-line” at DOL’s website.

And yes, OSH was one of the contributors to the 
Guidelines, along with the NZ Shearing Contractors’ 
Association, AgResearch, SPCA, the NZ Veterinary 
Association, MAF, Federated Farmers and ACC.

Any reader (farmer/shearer/landowner) who identifies 
with the sentiments expressed by our Waikato shearer 
should download a copy of the Guidelines and familiarise 
themselves with its recommendations, which are based on 
the following mutual concerns:

Farmers worry that prolonged periods off feed prior • 
to shearing can affect growth and development of 
unborn lambs
Cause metabolic problems in ewes when they are • 
shorn in late pregnancy
Cause permanent weight loss or reduced growth in • 
lambs when ewes are shorn with lambs at foot
Shearers and other shed staff are concerned that full • 
sheep add to the already heavy drag-out weight
Kick and struggle during shearing• 
Cause hazardous conditions in catching pens and on • 
the board by passing more faeces and urine.
Wool buyers and processors consider full sheep • 
increase the incidence of pen stain in wool, which can 
subsequently increase the rate of fading in woollen 
products.

At risk of missing something important from the full 
report, we here summarise the recommendations for 
fasting of sheep in various categories:

Empty sheep for shearing
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Shearing Services Ltd
Mossburn

Professional staff required.
Well above award wages paid 

to quality staff.  
Classy accommodation 

provided.

Ring Mana or Vanessa

03 248 6122 or 0274 770 448

Non-pregnant / non-lactating ewes: should spend no 
less than 20 hours and no more than 32 hours off feed 
prior to shearing. No less than 12 hours and no more than 
24 hours without water prior to shearing.

Ewes in early or mid-pregnancy: should spend no less 
than 18 hours and no more than 30 hours off feed prior 
to shearing. No less than 12 hours and no more than 24 
hours without water prior to shearing.

Ewes in late pregnancy and lactation: Should spend no 
less than 12 hours and no more than 24 hours off feed 
prior to shearing. No less than 8 hours and no more than 
20 hours without water prior to shearing.

Non-pregnant/non-lactating hoggets: Should spend no 
less than 18 hours and no more than 30 hours off fed prior 
to shearing. No less than 12 hours and no more than 24 
hours without water prior to shearing.

Hoggets during pregnancy and lactation: Should spend 
no less than 12 and no more than 24 hours off feed prior to 
shearing. No less than 8 hours and no more than 20 hours 
without water prior to shearing.

Lambs pre-weaning: Should spend no less than 6 hours 
and no more than 24 hours off feed prior to shearing. No 
less than 6 hours and no more than 20 hours without water 
prior to shearing.

BRUCE ROGERS
SHEARING CONTRACTOR

SOUTH CANTERBURY

• Quality and service guaranteed
• Good accommodation and conditions
• Jobs available year-round for good   
 shearers and shedhands
• Member NZ Shearing Contractors’   
 Assn

Tel 03 693 8087

 Ainsley Shearing Co.
Central Otago

 * We have an excellent pre-lamb run
 * We employ quality-conscious   
  people
 * If you perform, work continuity  
  is guaranteed

Phone Daryl or Toni on

o3 445 0403

Weaned lambs: Should spend no less than 12 hours and 
no more than 24 hours off feed prior to shearing. No less 
than 8 hours and no more than 20 hours without water 
prior to shearing.

Note in all cases the times quoted should be regarded as 
minimum and maximum time without feed or water. You 
can download the full Guidelines (11 pages) from the 
Department of Labour website:
www.osh.dol.govt.nz/order/catalogue/pdf/Preshearing 
Guideline.pdf

NZ’s New Heiniger Manager 
Christchurch man Norm McTaggart has taken on the 
role of New Zealand Sales and Marketing manager for 
Heiniger NZ Ltd.  Norm replaces Chris Minke who has 
filled the role for the past nine years and who is now the 
company’s Australasian manager, based in Perth, Western 
Australia.

Norm has had no previous experience in the shearing 
industry, but brings to his new role more than 40 years 
experience in sales and marketing and senior management. 
He has worked in the surgical, pharmaceutical, aged care, 
hospitality, laundry, institutional and industrial detergents, 
dental and capital equipment for hospital industries.

He brings to the role significant experience in team 
building, people management and conflict resolution and 
training in both small business and corporate organisations 
throughout New Zealand.

As a trained facilitator Norm is very passionate about the 
subject of leadership and the development of leaders and 
has spent much of his time in this area. He has a wealth of 
knowledge gained over many years in business and wants 
to create opportunities to motivate and challenge people to 
grow their careers. 

His wide experience in a diverse range of industries 
and his professional background supports the ongoing 
development and growth of the products and materials of 
Heiniger NZ Ltd to the highest standards of quality and 
excellence. He is thoroughly enjoying his new challenges 
with Heiniger and loves the more social way of doing 
business in this industry compared to the high intensity of 
the corporate world he has come from.

Away from the office, Norm is a keen golfer and on the 
Board of Directors at the Harewood Club.

Emptying out sheep before shearing - comprehensive guide-
lines are available on the Department of Labour website.
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You get what you pay for ... maybe

RON DAVIS SHEARING LTD
Covering Otago, Southland and further afield 

from our bases at Balclutha and Otama

Shearers and shedhands -  we provide excel-
lent accommodation and living conditions, clean 

sheep, great sheds, steady work.

We focus on providing top quality shearing and 
wool preparation service for our many clients in 
a competitive but relaxed working atmosphere

Farmers - we have the crew to meet your needs - 
when you want it, how you want it.

Ring Jason - tel 03 418 0824.  
E-mail rondavis@ihug.co.nz

By Des Williams
The issue of shearing costs is never far from the surface 
whenever the price of wool is mentioned. From many a 
story published over the years, it would not be difficult to 
deduce that some farmers see a direct relevance between 
the price they are getting for their wool and the price they 
should have to pay for their shearing. If the price of wool is 
down, shearing costs should be reflected in that sad fact.

Shearers, in return, might suggest that the price of wool 
has very little to do with the cost of shearing. If nothing 
else, removing wool from the sheep’s back at least once a 
year becomes an animal health issue, to be considered in 
the same vein as dipping or drenching. To test this simple 
theory, a sheep owner would merely have to leave the wool 
on his or her sheep for three or four years ...

Correspondence appearing in the Farmers’ Weekly a few 
months ago drew a response from Taihape contractor Stu 
Munro, who forwarded copy of his letter to Shearing – we 
think you will get the gist of the arguments to which Stu 
responds without having access to the earlier letters:

 It is with considerable interest that I have followed, 
over the last couple of weeks, the issue of shearers’ pay 
and the quality of their work. Both correspondents, Keith 
Wilson and B Nelson raise valid points. Keith raised the 
issue of pay rates. A brief example: In 1986 I first shore in 
Taihape. John Harrison paid us $0.75 per sheep. A dozen 
beer cost about $12, a shearing comb cost about $12 and a 
new handpiece cost around $250. Today beer is about $36, 
comb $36, handpiece $750. Pay rate? $1.50. 

Shearers are paid less in real terms than 25 years 
ago, no question. B Nelson states shearers are “slack”, 
they injure his sheep, and expect top dollar for a half-
hearted job. Regretably he is probably correct in some 
instances, although I would note that sheep have changed 
considerably in recent years.

Composite sheep are highly strung and struggle furiously 

when handled, as most of your readers will be aware. This 
increases the risk of injury to both sheep and shearer, as 
our sky-rocketing ACC levies attest. However, both of your 
correspondents have overlooked the role that contractors 
play in the provision of shearing services. The rate of pay 
for a shearer (and woolhandler and presser) is determined 
by the contractor, not the farmer. The contractor who is 
prepared to pay the lowest wages can offer the cheapest 
service to the farmer. In the recent climate of low wool 
prices many farmers have opted for the cheapest possible 
service. Indeed Federated Farmers advised their members 
to “question everything” when it came to price. 

So logic tells us that the lowest priced contractor gets 
access to the most available work. He or she then has the 
largest peak demand for staff, and so takes whatever staff 
he or she can get, regardless of skills/attitude to fill that 
demand. 

This competitive system has served the farmer well in 
keeping costs down, but has perhaps contributed to a 
decline in quality of service. The comparison B Nelson 
makes with other trades people becomes very relevant. 
If you get a quote for plumbing or painting or electrical 
work do you always accept the cheapest quote? Or do you 
make some checks on service quality and end up with the 
middle of the range price? Do you check to see if your 
provider belongs to their industry body, as an indicator 
of their commitment to quality service? Draw your own 
conclusion. 

Something to consider going forward: since the removal 
of wool levies, responsibility for shearer training funding 
now rests with the contractor. Farmers, does your 
contractor/organiser have a training budget? If not, where 
do you think the skill level of your shearing staff will be 
in years to come? Again, I leave you to draw your own 
conclusions. 
S R Munro, Taihape (Member NZSCA)

  Buck Naked       ....    and     ....         Doug Deep       

That Hone Harawira fella’s a 
good bastard, eh. Could be a future 
Governor-General, do you reckon?

Oh yeah no, exactly!

Wide-combing it with ... © Last Side Publishing 2011
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THE NEW NAME IN HAWKES BAY 

OUR FOCUS IS TO PROVIDE A HIGH STANDARD OF SERVICE NOT 
SEEN IN A LARGE PART OF THE SHEARING INDUSTRY

WOOL IS AN INCREASINGLY VALUABLE ITEM (not a commodity)

Our company requires the right staff to service our wide range of clients.
Our Company engages the right clients to attract the right staff

WoolQual wants Staff to  
have a good attitude. Leave the bad one at home • 
be well presented• 
have a quality job to match • 
get well paid• 
have a future. We train and assist all staff• 

WoolQual clients  
want a high standard of service• 
provide a high standard work place• 

WOOLQUAL IS SPONSOR OF THE NORTH ISLAND SENIOR AND INTERMEDIATE CIRCUITS. 
We look forward to supporting our next generation of champions during the 2011/2012 competition season. 

. 
CALL NOW FOR A POSITION IN THE NEW SEASON AS THESE ARE LIMITED

(Formerly Brannigan Shearing)

Call office: 06 876 4176 : Kerry: 029 543 3726 / 06 877 5817 : Colin:  029 249 3578 : 
email: info@woolqualshearing.co.nz

WoolQual will provide  
high standard of accommodation• 
a variety of quality food• 
a high standard of work place conditions• 
plenty of work• 

Because we guarantee our job, WoolQual 
Quality Controls all workmanship and work places. 

Back in April, Erin Baker organised a local crew to shear 800 ewes at Forest Home Station, Wakarara to raise money for 
the construction of permanent seating for the shearing pavilion at the Waipukurau A&P showgrounds. 2011 marks the 100th 
anniversary of the A&P show and the Central Hawkes Bay Shears has been selected as one of the qualifying shows for the 
World Champs in 2012. Pictured above from back left: Eriha Kara, David Poulton ( A&P Committe member), Karepa Miahare, 
Tysson Hema, Mohi Gray, Liam Quinlivan, Caleb Cheer, Chris Clark, Cam Ferguson, Kevin Cheer. Middle left: Dale Tatam 
(farmer), Tui Pene, Debbie Patuwai, Theresa Hall, Dawn Aramoana. Front: Maude Teneti and Mary Aramoana.
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Golden Shears world championships
Masterton, 29 Feb; 1/2/3 March 2012

Entry forms available at • www.goldenshears.co.nz or call 06 378-8008
Entries will only be accepted with full payment. • 
A maximum number of entries has been set for all events.  • 
Entries close once MAXIMUM numbers are reached, or on Mon 20th February  • 
Late entries subject to 50% surcharge.  • 
Receipts only issued on request.  • 
No refunds after 27th February 2012.  • 
Competitors unable to compete in allotted draw could forfeit the right to compete.• 

Ticket Information for Competitors
    Participating competitors will receive a wristband, which will allow entry to:

Stadium all day/night Wednesday• 
Stadium all day sessions Thursday/Friday/Saturday• 
Entry to the Catching Pen Marquee at all times• 

    Competitors will only receive their wristbands immediately prior to their heat. 
    Competitors who enter but do not compete will not receive a wristband. 

For competitor entry into the stadium on Friday or Saturday nights, competitors • 
   only, can purchase a ticket at the discounted rate of 50% of the normal price.  

Competitors can purchase only one ticket per night at the discounted price. • 
Friday and Saturday night tickets will be reserved for competitor only purchase • 

 until 1 November 2011.  
Golden Shears cannot guarantee availability of Friday or Saturday night stadium • 

 tickets if entries and purchases are not actioned by this date. 
Catching Pen Marquee tickets could still be available. • 
All tickets will be available for public purchase by 1 November 2011.• 
Ticket refunds will be made to competitors who compete on either Friday or • 

 Saturday nights.
WORLD competitors are granted entry to the stadium and Catching Pen marquee • 

 all four days and nights.

Please enter early to avoid disappointment
All competitors are eligible for free entry to the Catching Pen marquee located in 
Queen Elizabeth Park, across the road from the War Memorial Stadium shearing 
venue. Proposed activities in the marquee include Big Screen live streaming from 
the Stadium in real time; commentary and hosting; wool sculpture challenges; 
Fleece to Garment displays; hospitality bar; TAB facilities; live entertainment and 
fashion show; teddy bear shear-off and celebrity shears; tug-of-war; blade-shearing 
heats for Golden Shears and The Big Bang speedshear on Thursday night.
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YEAR-ROUND WITH THE 
PAEWAI MULLINS TEAM

If you want to settle down with good conditions and 
steady work, shearing or woolhandling, you could find 
a place in the Paewai Mullins team.  We work for some 
great people and we have some great people working 
for us.  There is always room for one more.

Box 129, Dannevirke 4942.
Tel 06 374 4062 : Fax 06 374 4153
Mob 027 5339 547 (Punga)
Mob 027 5305 078 (Tuma) 
www.shearingnz.co.nz

Hi there, I’m Owen (Baldy) Minchington and I have 
worked at Canterbury Woolscourers Limited in Timaru for 
the past five years. When I first started at the wool scour 
I didn’t know too much about wool but the course sure 
helped me learn about the different wool types and there is 
a lot more than just tipping bales into our machines.

A while back the management team here suggested I do 
the Tectra Wool Technology Certificate. I’ve never done 
anything like this before, but in looking back I realise what 
a privilege it has been and it has certainly changed me. 
Since passing the course I have grown in confidence in 
myself, from knowing the different wool types, to leading 
the team on the sorting floor, and understanding what it’s 
going to be made into. 

For anyone out there in the sheds or wider industry and 
thinking of doing the wool course – take it from me that it 
is well worth doing.

Canterbury Woolscourers Limited was founded in 2004 
and provides scouring, blending, slipe wool dumping and 
container packing services to the wool trading industry.

Photo above: pictured receiving their certificates at a 
Canterbury Woolscourers morning tea are Owen (Baldy) 
Minchington and Darryn Eddington.

(See page 21 for further information about the Tectra 
Wool Technology course, or contact Laurie Boniface on 
06 350 2304.)

Would you like your sheep shorn by a company that:
Does a top job at competitive rates?• 
Is accessible and can be contacted at any time?• 
Has all gangs supervised by quality personel?• 

POTAE SHEARING HAS BEEN PROVIDING 
THESE SERVICES FOR 50 YEARS

For a free, no obligation quote, contact Bill or Jim 
on 03 417 8123, any time.  

A/H Jim 03 417 7289 or Bill 03 417 7246

GOLDEN SHEARS 2012 PROGRAMME

WEDNESDAY 29 February 2012: All grades: Wool 
pressing heats & semi final; Junior woolhandling heats; 
Novice shearing heats; Junior woolhandling semi-final; 
Junior shearing heats; Senior woolhandling heats; Novice 
shearing semi-Final; Intermediate shearing heats.
Evening: Senior woolhandling semi-final; Junior shearing 
semi-final; Novice shearing final; Junior woolhandling 
final; Senior woolhandling final; YFC Team shearing & 
woolhandling final; Intermediate shearing semi-final; 
Junior shearing final.

THURSDAY 1 March 2012: Golden Shears Blade shearing 
heats (marquee); Senior shearing heats; Women pressing 
final; YFC Blue Ribbon shearing final; Pairs pressing 
final; Senior shearing semi-final; Mens woolpressing final; 
Intermediate shearing final; WORLD WOOLHANDLING 
AND BLADE SHEARING Round 1; WORLD BLADE 
SHEARING Round 2.
Evening: WORLD DINNER

FRIDAY 2 March 2012: Golden Shears Blade shearing 
semi-final (marquee); Open woolhandling heats; Golden 
Shears Open shearing heats; WORLD WOOLHANDLING 
Round 2; WORLD MACHINE SHEARING Round 2.
Evening: Top 30 Open shearing quarter-finals. 

SATURDAY 3 March 2012: Open woolhandling quarter-
finals; WORLD WOOLHANDLING & SHEARING 
Plate; Blade shearing final; Open woolhandling semi-final; 
National Circuit shearing semi-final; Senior shearing final; 
WORLD MACHINES, BLADES, & WOOLHANDLING 
Semi-finals; National Circuit shearing final; Open 
woolhandling final; Golden Shears Open shearing semi-
final.
Evening: WORLD BLADES final; WORLD MACHINE 
SHEARING final; Tui Invitation shearing final; WORLD 
WOOLHANDLING final; Golden Shears Open shearing 
final. (Note: above programme could be subject to change 
- competitors to check at Event.)   
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Obituary: Ching Hira
By Ross Alexander
When hard work was called work, 
when men were judged on how many 
sheep you could shear, how straight 
was your fence and how high you 
could throw a hay bale.

New Zealand has lost one of its 
great men. Born in the days when hard 
workers were the norm Ching worked 
harder than most, played harder than 
most and had a great family including 
13 children.

Ching and Lucy took me under their 
wings as a 17-year-old school leaver. 
They put me on a shearing stand, 
welcomed me into their family and 
although I already knew how to work 
hard from my own upbringing, they 
endorsed the ethics of hardwork and 
honesty.

In 1983 Ching did his first 400, 
doing 438, he was 55. At the time it 
didn’t seem so incredible – I was 22 
and had shorn 509. Now at the age of 
50 myself and hoping never having to 
shear more than five sheep at a time, it 
was an awesome feat.  From memory 
at the time the world record was still 
under 700.

I should quantify Ching’s shearing 
ability, he did over 300 every day 
from the time I started with the 
gang and apparently for many years 
before when being able to do 300 
was legendary.  Ching was never late 
for work usually at the shed half an 
hour before starting; if we beat Ching 

to work we wondered if we were at 
the correct shed. The next morning 
Ching was five minutes earlier! I can’t 
remember Ching ever getting angry 
with the sheep, just a grunt, which 
meant the same as many expletives 
that I managed to come up with.

We had some great times, the late 
1970s and 1980s still the days of the 
5.00 am start – 9 hour days and stay-
outs for little local shearing gangs.  
When the day was over the famers all 
gave us beer, on today’s standards far 
too much to safely drive home. The 
cut-outs in the sheds meant so much 
more then than later in my shearing 
career as we presumably became 
more professional and more distant 
from the farmer/shearer relationship 
we enjoyed earlier in my career.

I never knew Ching as a younger man, 
only in his late 40’s.  But the tributes 
of his sportsmanship when he played 
rugby for Onewhero A’s and Counties 
in the late 50’s are testament to what a 
truly great sportsman he was. 

Family and shearing were his life 
and every son has swung a hand-
piece and every daughter done their 
apprenticeship on the broom. They 
have all inherited his wonderful smile 
and sense of humour, his work ethics, 
honesty and sportsmanship. It has 
been an honour to call him a friend 
and it is an honour to continue to call 
the Hira family friends.
Kerei Te Haupa Grey (Ching) Hira, 
24 September 1926 – 24 May 2011

COMBINED SHEARING
Middlemarch and Ranfurly 

Otago
Tel/Fax Doug Deseymour

03 464 3023 or 027 227 2307  

Permanent positions for quality 
shearers and shedhands

Member of the NZ Shearing 
Contractors’ Association

Mike Bool
Shearing

22 Pringle Street, Timaru

Machine and blade shearers 
and shedhands wanted for the 

next pre-lamb season. 

Accommodation available in 
Fairlie, tel 03 685 6133.

Phone Mike 03 688 6538 (home) 
or 0274 374 369 mob.

Steve Bool 03 685 6133 (home) 
or 0272 047 067.

Late News 
SSNZ Life membership:
Hugh McCarroll of Tauranga  has 
been voted Shearing Sports New 
Zealand’s second life member at the 
recent SSNZ annual meeting - joining 
Robin Kidd as the only other person 
to receive that honour.

Hugh has devoted a life time to the 
sport since winning the Golden Shears 
intermediate title in 1967, playing roles 
as diverse as chief organiser of the 
Tauranga Shears, long-time chairman 
of the Shearing Sports North Island 
committee, delegate to the National 
Committee, New Zealand team 
manager to the world championships 
in Ireland 1998; long-serving judge at 
the highest level, and secretary of the 
Shearing World Records Committee.

The annual meeting also appointed 
Hugh as manager of the New Zealand 
team for the world championships at 
Masteron next March.

NZ Merino Shears Jubilee:
This year’s New Zealand Merino 
Shears at Alexandra (29 Sep-1 Oct) 
will be the 50th anniversary, with a 
special programme of events organised 
to mark the occasion, including a 
Jubilee Dinner on the Thursday 
evening and a New Zealand Merino 
Blades shearing championship and 
a Tri-Nations contest with Australia 
and South Africa. Barbara Newton of 
Dunedin is writing a souvenir booklet 
that will be available for purchase 
during the weekend. 

Hugh McCarroll - Shearing Sports 
NZ’s second life-member.
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A century of 
change at Killeen

By Bernie Walker
‘Killeen’ is a well known and highly 
regarded property a few miles south 
of Euroa in Central Victoria.  In 1910, 
Campbell Chomley, then owner of 
the property, was photographed about 
to set out for the Longwood railway 
station with five horses in a wagon 
loaded with thirty bales of wool.  
Contrast this with the 2010 photo 
of the 500 horse power truck owned 
by Avenel transport operator Bill 
Ferguson loaded with one hundred 
and ten bales about to go direct to 
the wool stores at Lara, between 
Melbourne and Geelong.

Originally covering 6600 acres, 
the present 2500 acres of undulating, 
loamy, granite country at the foot of 
the Strathbogie ranges was established 
in 1839 by William Creighton after 
whom the area was named.

Both these photos were taken in 
front of the same brick building, a 
feature of the property.  It is thought to 
be of Dutch design.  Ewen Cameron, 
a former owner of ‘Killeen’, now 
retired to Euroa, believes the bricks 
were all made on the property and 
the building was built about 1860 by 
a Mr. Earnshaw, meaning it is now 
approximately 150 years old.  It was 
a true multi purpose building as one 
of the side skillions served as the 
stables for the draught horses, the 
station hacks and Mr. Chomley’s polo 
ponies.

Shearing took place in the central 
area and the sixteen blade shearers 
slept in the loft above.  There was 
also an overseer’s office and room 
with fireplace in a ground floor corner 
of the building and a tack room for 
saddles and harness.

With the advent of machine shearing 
Mr. Chomley then built an eight stand 
shed nearby.  The Union then forced 
him to also build new quarters for the 
men a little further away.  When Mr. 
Cameron’s son Alistair took over the 
property he built a new raised board 
shed which is still in use today.  The 
old shed still provides cover for sheep 
when required.

The 2010 clip of 250 bales was 
shorn by local contractor Andrew 
Mawson’s team.  This is believed to 
have been the 170th consecutive wool 
clip to leave ‘Killeen’.  

Killeen woolshed, 100 years between photographs. Those in the 2010 photo 
are, from left, (standing): Steve (Bear), Dean Burden, Andrew Mawson, Kim 
Erskine & Dylan, Stuart Campbell, Seamus Johnson, Natalie Kennedy, Chris 
McDermott (Hat), Daniel Russo (red shirt), Andrew Grant (back), Ian Doxey 
(station manager), Matthew Hayes, Bill Ferguson (truck owner), David Fowles 
(station owner). In front, Will Ball (presser), Mark Sutton, Joe Bowler. (Photo 
credits – Euroa Gazette.)

Main Shear Staff Required
Located in the Amuri Basin, North Canterbury

Longstanding Local Family Run Business
Inclusive, supportive team environment 

Strong health and safety focus
NZSCA active members

We look forward to your enquiry

Please phone Greg or Richard Moriarty: (03) 315-6035 
moriartyshearing@amuri.net
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WoolQual Circuit 
well supported

Finals of the WoolQual [Brannigan] 
- sponsored Senior and Intermediate 
shearing sports circuits were held at 
the Waimarino Shears, Raetihi, on 19 
March 2011. 

Local contractor and competition 
organiser Jim Edmonds explained 
that competitors in both divisions 
accumulated qualifying points over 
eight competitions: Poverty Bay, 
Hawkes Bay, Wairoa, Taihape, 
Rangitikei, Taumarunui, Apiti and 
Waimarino. 

The four finalists in each division 
then squared off at Waimarino. 
Intermediate finalists were Brett 
Roberts, Peter Spillman, Sarah Goss 
and DJ Crawford. Senior finalists, 
pictured above with Kerry Brannigan 
were (from left) Bevan Guy, Matene 
Mason, Wi Poutu Ngarangione and 
Tipene Te Whata. The competition 
will continue for 2011/2012 season. 

Waimarino also hosted a test match 
between the New Zealand and Wales 
teams, in a match won by New Zealand. 
Pictured opposite are Brendon Morgan 
(Edmonds Shearing Limited  (sponsor), 
Dave Carr (NZ team manager), David 
Fagan, Cam Ferguson, Wyn Jones, 
Gareth Daniel and Mike Barnett (Wales 
team manager). 

Would you like a mind-boggling exercise? Calculate how many sheep the blokes in this photo might have shorn between them over the 
past 50 years or more! Pictured from left are Barbara Reidy, Pauline Pike, Ivan Rosandich, Colin Smith, Eddie Reidy, Tom Brough, 
Ian Rutherford, Ken Pike and Brian Quinn. The venue is the Endeavour Resort (run by Colin and his wife, Una) in the Marlborough 
Sounds, and the occasion was meant to be a get-together with Ray Alabaster, but unfortunately the Taihape legend died before the 
event. So the rest went ahead with the plan (late April) and drank a toast or three to the memory of their absent friend.
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