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Above: Intermediate finalists at New Zealand Championships: Sponsor (Coopers), Brett Roberts, Henare Niania, Nathan Lil-
ley, Jack Fagan, Hemi Braddock and Cody Beck. Below: North Island Shearer of the Year finalists: Gavin Rowland (Tectra, 
sponsor), Rowland Smith, John Kirkpatrick, David Fagan, Paul Avery, Dig Balme and Dion King.
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Again	it’s	been	a	struggle	to	find	room	for	everything	so	
its time for that “a picture is worth a thousand words” 
theory to step up and prove itself! The New Zealand 
championships at Te Kuiti proved to be another major step 
in the blossoming career of Northland’s Rowland Smith, 
who	won	the	North	Island	Shearer	of	the	Year	final	and	the	
New	Zealand	Open,	both	for	the	first	time.	He	is	pictured	
with Sheree Alabaster, winner of the open woolhandling 
title	 for	 the	 fifth	 time	 since	 2004.	 Sheree	 dedicated	
her win to her late father, Ray Alabaster, who died in 
February. The championships proved to be something of 
a Northland boys night out, with Kaeo brothers Bevan, 
Bryce and Marshall Guy winning the senior, junior and 
novice titles respectively.
Meanwhile, it’s about time to get the winter woollies out 
of the bottom drawer as the colder months loom ahead. 
Our wool industry has been enjoying some time “in the 
sun” with the world maybe waking up once again to the 
benefits	of	our	wonderful	fibre.	The	late	Ivan	Bowen,	ever	
the optimist, often used to say, “Wool is not down, the 
price of wool is down.” Well Ivan, wool is on the up and 
the price is on the up. Encouraging signs for the months 
ahead. Take care and we’ll see you again in August.
Ka kite ano
Des Williams (editor)
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Beiyuan Shearing Gear
Dave Bateman Shearing Supplies

Milburn, RD 1, Milton 9291
Freephone: 0800 837300. Free Postage within New Zealand. All prices GST incl.

Normal combs          $  18.00
Cover combs          $  20.00
9-tooth combs          $  20.00
Cutters           $    3.80
Cover comb special: Long Bevel, 94 T/H type & 94, 96 T/S type  $  16.00

*************************************

Handpiece 3C. Trident Heavy Duty, Twin Race Bearings   $480.00
Handpiece 2C. 4 Single Race Bearings      $450.00
Handpiece 1D. Oil Bath Model       $350.00
Handpiece Special: Two Oil Bath Handpieces for    $650.00
We stock all parts for Beiyuan Handpieces

*************************************

Sunbeam Handpiece Centre Posts and Cups     $  35.00
Sunbeam Handpiece Minor Repair Kits      $  65.00
Sunbeam Handpiece Major Repair Kits      $125.00
All Handpiece Cogs (each)        $  25.00
All Handpiece Comb Screws (Knucklesaver & Combo) (each)  $  10.00
Knucklesaver & Normal Screwdrivers (Triangle)    $  25.00
Sunbeam & Beiyuan Chicken Feet (pair)      $  35.00
Handpiece Ferrules         $  25.00
Down Tube Eye Spindles        $  30.00
Down Tube Large Cogs       $  30.00
Pin Drive & Worm Drive Spindles       $  35.00
Bayonets, Worm Drive & Pin Drive       $  20.00
Beiyuan Dual Pendulums        $  85.00
Dagging Plant Flexis, Inner $80.00; Outer $120.00    $200.00
Various other parts

*************************************

Wholesale Rates to Shops
All parts listed are made by Beiyuan
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Seat belt myths and safety belt slippers

Southland
Available for shearing, 

crutching and 
lamb crutching

Shearers and woolhandlers 
required. Great working 
environment, excellent 

accommodation

Phone Bill or Sharon
03 203 7052 or 027 628 3830

ALLAN SCOTT 
SHEARING 

Experienced and reliable 
shed staff required. 

Good pay rates, excellent 
accommodation. 

For all enquiries 
please call Allan on 

03-614 7880 or 027-248 7157

By Chris Polaczuk (ACC Injury Prevention)
The physical nature of shearing, and resulting fatigue, 
contribute to travel as being the most likely cause of 
serious harm and fatality to workers. Belting up is an easy 
and quick way to increase safety and improve chances of 
surviving a crash. One way to prompt your staff to wear a 
safety	belt	is	by	using	a	safety	belt	slipper	(a	fluorescent	
safety belt cover to cushion your shoulder). 

Employers have a responsibility to ensure that their 
vehicles	meet	 all	 legal	 requirements	 and	 are	 fit	 for	 the	
intended purpose. Employees have a responsibility for 
their own safety – and that means wearing a safety belt 
when travelling in a vehicle. Best Practice is having fully 
functional safety belts for all seats, regardless of age and 
type of vehicle. 

However, minimum legal requirements allow older 
vehicles,	 (first	 registered	 prior	 to	 1	 April	 2002),	 with	
10 or more seats, to have safety belts in the front seats 
only. This standard falls short of best practice and leaves 
passengers	 in	 larger	vans	 (without	fitted	safety	belts)	 in	
a very vulnerable position.  According to the HSE Act 
(1992), employees can refuse to engage in unsafe work. 
The vehicle is the ‘workplace’ when travelling for work 
purposes, so it is an employee’s legal right to refuse to 
travel in a vehicle without a safety belt.

Exploding some myths about safety belt use:
Myth 1: “It’s better to be thrown clear of the wreckage 
in a crash.”
Fact: You are four times more likely to die if thrown from 
a vehicle.
Myth 2: “Safety belts may hamper your escape from a 
burning or submerged vehicle.”
Fact: Safety belts can help stop you being knocked 
unconscious, which improves your chance of escape.  
Myth 3: “It takes up too much time fastening your safety 
belt during the day.”
Fact:  Buckling your safety belt takes about three seconds.  
So even if you buckle up 20 times a day, that’s just one 
minute in total.
Myth 4: “Good drivers don’t need to wear safety belts.”
Fact: If you’re a good driver, you may not cause a crash.  

But who’s to say you won’t be involved in a crash caused 
by a bad driver, or some other factor such as bad weather, 
mechanical failure or a blow out?
Myth 5: “Safety belts aren’t necessary when driving at 
low speed.”
Fact: In a front-on crash at 30km/hour, an unbelted driver 
will continue to move forward after impact, hitting the 
windscreen at 30km/hour.  That’s the same speed at which 
you’d hit the ground after falling from a three-storey 
building.
Myth 6: “Safety belts are uncomfortable and restrict 
movement.”
Fact: Provided the safety belt is correctly adjusted, there 
should be no discomfort or restriction of movement. 
Safety belt slippers will also cushion your shoulder.

Safety belt slippers can be ordered by shearing 
contractors for work vehicles from phone: 0800 844 
657 and quote item code ACC2675.

Robertson Shearing Ltd
Lawrence

Wanted: honest, reliable staff

Good accommodation and 

meals provided

Phone Mouse on
03 485 9127 
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       E W E N I Q U E 
       S H E A R I N G
       PA R T N E R S H I P
We service a large Wairarapa client base and offer 
both permanent and seasonal positions for profes-
sionally motivated shearers and woolhandlers.  Full 
accommodation available.

Phone Rick MacLeod 06 377 1942
Members NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association

The whole of New Zealand (reputedly) stops for three 
minutes	and	24	seconds	on	the	first	Tuesday	in	November	
each year to watch the running of the Melbourne Cup. And 
we pause for a minute or two with respect and much sorrow 
to remember loved ones lost in massive natural disasters 
such as Pike River and the Christchurch earthquake.

We might have thought, too, that everyone in the shearing 
industry	downs	tools	for	the	first	weekend	in	March	each	
year and heads to Masterton for the Golden Shears. But not 
so – Jenny Manttan of Gisborne sends us these pictures of 
Darcene	Ruru,	flat	out	pressing	at	Mutuera	Station	while		
Goldies are taking place a couple of hundred kilometres 
away. “Darcene reckons putting food on the table for her 
whanau is more important than taking time off to go and 
compete at the Shears,” Jenny explains.

“She learnt the ropes in the Mangatu Blocks, working 
with her family, the Ruru-Wainui gang, and has been in the 
industry all her life.”

We admire your dedication, Darcene. Excellent mahi!

Pressing business
By Des Williams
Perhaps it’s a pity Darcene Ruru (left) wasn’t able to make 
it to Masterton this year, because Golden Shears celebrated 
the 25th anniversary of the introduction of wool-pressing 
competition to its programme. As Gavin Tankersley notes 
in the Golden Shears programme, there was the realisation, 
following the introduction of woolhandling in 1985, that 
pressing was left as the only woolshed discipline for which 
there was no organised competition. 

And as John Hodder noted (having run the pressing 
competitions for the past 20 years), “woolpressers were 
not always treated within the gang with the respect they 
deserved.	As	 well	 as	 pressing	 the	 wool,	 they	 filled	 the	
catching pens and were generally at the shearers’ beck and 
call. It was a tough job.”  

And as some of the shearers and woolhandlers have 
become legendary for their deeds at Golden Shears, so 
too the pressers. David Harvey won the inaugural contest 
in 1986, but three other competitors, Patrick Shelford 
(champion 1987, 1988, 1990, 1993); Willie Sharp (1994, 
1995, 1996) and Jeremy Goodger (2002, 2003, 2005-2011 
incl) have dominated their discipline with a Fagan-like 
control in the years since.

The wool pressing pairs event was introduced in 1991, 
with Willie Sharp gaining the winner’s ribbon on seven 
occasions, with partners Craig Tepu (2); Lachie Nixon (2), 
Boxer Flutey (1), Carl Cocks (1) and Jeremy Goodger (1). 
Jeremy Goodger has also taken his singles dominance into 
the pairs contest. In addition to his win with Sharp, Jeremy 
won three titles with his brother Warwick, and another 
couple with his other brother, Vinnie.

The Women’s pairs contest has been held intermitently 
since 2000, and the singles each year since 2004, with 
Joanne Kumeroa (2) and Fiona Christensen (6) the only 
names on that honours board.

Vinnie (left) and Jeremy Goodger, woolpressers supreme.
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Central Otago woolclasser Bruce Abbott spent six weeks 
from November to January classing for a large Argentinian 
company known as Goyaike. The station known as Santa 
Ana is located in South Pategonia and carries 22,000 
merinos, being one of two major holdings totalling 
290,000 hectares owned by the company and dedicated to 
wool production.

Bruce says the company has had strong links with New 
Zealand for more than a decade, using rams supplied by 
Moutere Station (Jopp family) and Invercargill’s Colin 
Wallace had classed Goyaike’s  clip for several years prior 
to Bruce taking over the role. 

The Goyaike company has developed its wool production 
capability in Pategonia since 1919 and, as its website 
explains, leaves no stone unturned in pursuit of quality: 

“The productive process begins with a strict and careful 
health, management and nutritional support plan, the latter 
being backed by an innovative system of pastures with 
irrigation, added to a very demanding genetic selection 

routine, in order to achieve lower micron wool without 
losing	fleece	 and	body	weight	 of	 sheep.	 It	 uses	 superior	
genetics from New Zealand Merino rams and also from 
the best rams of its breeding ranch. The shearing sheds 
are	 designed	 with	 facilities	 enabling	 a	 very	 efficient	
shearing,	thus	obtaining	an	excellent	final	product,	free	of	
contaminants that may damage the wool quality. 
“Fleeces	are	individually	classified	at	shearing	time,	by	a	

highly-skilled New Zealander wool classer, who combines 
the	objective	measurement	of	the	fineness	using	a	portable	
high-technology instrument provided by the OFDA2000 
(optical	 fiber	 diameter	 analyzer)	 with	 the	 subjective	
evaluation of multiple quality parameters, such as: tensile 
strength,	 length	 and	 fiber	 evenness,	 yarn	 quality,	 crimp	
definition,	 softness,	brightness,	decoloration	and/or	other	
faults	of	the	fleece.	

“Prior to sale, wool lots are tested by a IWTO (International 
Wool Textile Organisation) licensed laboratory, which 
certifies	 the	 obtained	 results	 and	 validates	 them	 for	 the	
commercialisation of the wool.” 

Bruce says some of the Patagonian country is very much 
like Central Otago, with lack of moisture always a problem 
and the area where he was situated was into its fourth year 
of drought.

Back in New Zealand, Bruce’s classing run includes 
Walter Peak, Cecil Peak and Motutapu Stations. He was 
recognised by the New Zealand Woolclassers’ Association 
as New Zealand’s top half-breed woolclasser for 2008.

Above: The shearing crew and farm staff at Goyaike’s 
Santa Ana Station engaged in shearing the 22,000 
merinos on the property. Opposite: Bruce Abbott with 
the overseer of the property, and four fleeces shorn from 
rams supplied to Goyaike by Central Otago’s Moutere 
Station.

Abbott in Argentina
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Shearing at Kohunui

Ross and Marie Kelman welcome you to the best pub this 
side of the Black Stump.  Great bar, restaurant,    accom-
modation and shearing company.  Tel 03 438 9713

OMARAMA
HOTEL

By Donna Oliver
Shearing at Aria’s Kohunui Station 
in the heart of the King Country is 
carried out twice annually in two 
sheds.  The 2000ha King Country 
property is farmed by Todd Oliver 
who admits preparing 11,000 
sheep for shearing, then coinciding 
drenching and weaning with shearing 
before ensuring every ewe and lamb is 
shepherded back to the right paddock 
takes some organising on his behalf.

  However, this farmer is quick to 
acknowledge the whole task is made 
easier by his shearing contractor 
Neil Fagan who is always easy to 
communicate with, well-organised 
and can be relied upon to supply a 
good line-up of talented shearers, 
woolhandlers and pressers.  Apart 
from the scorching heat, the recent 

January shearing ran smoothly with 
Fagan providing a total of ten shearers 
that included himself along with 
Hau Tohengaroa, Tipene Te Whata, 
Luke Mullins, Nate Haupokia, Tom 
Downey, James Fagan, Jack Fagan, 
David Fagan and Digger Balme all 
coming through the sheds on different 
days and the entire operation was 
interrupted by only one day of much 
needed rain.  

A welcome change to the sheds this 
year put a smile on the face of local 
Aria presser Jimmy Haupokia with 
the old crank-down presses replaced 
with a new hydraulic press creating a 
better	work	flow	 and	more	 space	 on	
the board for Jimmy and his capable 
assistant Richard Tohengaroa.  

Woolhandlers Shardae, Chelsea and 
Hannah Oliver are always keen to 

get back home to the King Country 
after spending the year studying at 
Otago University and have no trouble 
picking up a broom and slotting 
back in with the gang, though their 
younger	twin	sisters	Renee	and	Steffi	
are right on their heels keen to have 
any work after completing a Tectra 
woolhandling course run by Vicki 
Smith in Gisborne last September.  

The last day saw less than 400 sheep 
left to shear so Neil Fagan sent out the 
two masters, David Fagan and Digger 
Balme to team up with Tipene Te 
Whata	and	Jack	Fagan	to	finish	off	the	
shed just after morning smoko.  This 
may have been a planned prelude as 
all four shearers came away with some 
major prizes at the Tauranga show and 
Te Puna speed shear the following 
day.                  (To page 10)

Just doing as the cocky asked on day 7 down the Paraheka Valley in Aria for the Fagan team, lining up for a group photo 
before the start of another run, from left: Hannah Oliver with twin sisters Steffi and Renee; Tom Downey, Luke Mullins, 
Jimmy Haupokia, Tipene Te Whata, and local Aria shearer Hau Tohengaroa with his son Richard.
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HART SHEARING
Blenheim

For competitive rates and 
fast, efficient service

Ring Ken or Pip Hart

 03 577 6224
 or Ken on 

0274 390 304

MAHONY SHEARING
PO BOX 3381, NAPIER

TEL 06 835 9571

Permanent positions for quality 
shearers and shedhands

Member of the NZ Shearing 
Contractors’ Association

With the summer shearing all over 
the	increase	in	wool	prices	has	finally	
arrived and before anyone starts 
making a demand on this income 
lets hope it stays around long enough 
for farmers to sustain their costs so 
everyone in the shearing industry can 
benefit	from	it.		

In the meantime the seasons are 
changing, the Golden Shears have 
been and gone, the Te Kuiti Shears 
are upon us and the next few months 
at Kohunui Station are spent doing 
maintenance before the shepherds start 
thinking about mustering up mobs for 
the upcoming winter shearing in July.  

Not so depressing - it was out with the 
old and in with the new for shearing at 
Kohunui this season.

One of the hottest summers recorded in the King Country didn’t slow up the Fagan 
shearing gang, seen here in action helping shear just over 11,000 ewes and lambs 
over 9.5 days at Kohunui Station during January.  From left: Luke Mullins, Tom 
Downey, Tipene Te Whata, Hannah Oliver and Hau Tohengaroa.

Wanted to Buy
NZ  Rugby Almanacks

1996, 1997, 1998

Tel 0274 833 465

Former prominient shearing judge 
and New Zealand team manager John 
Neill (pictured above) of Otorohanga 
died on 24 September 2010 after a 
period of illness. John was born and 
raised on a farm at Kawakawa, North-
land, but started his own career as 
a 16-year-old working for Jim and 
Audrey Bevege at Piopio.
John	 and	 his	 first	 wife,	 Robyn,	

farmed at Uruti before heading to the 
South Island where John started his 
own shearing run. With the early death 
of Robyn at age 45, John returned 
north and some years later remarried, 
to Ngaire, and they farmed at Lurman 
Road, just out of Otorohanga.

Like many others, John never quite 
overcame the nervousness that pre-
ceded his efforts at competitons, 
though	 he	 did	 make	 the	 semifinals	
at Golden Shears. He then turned to 
judging	 and	was	 a	 respected	 official	
around the show circuit.

John was a true man of humility, and 
though he prized the NZ manager’s 
blazer he earned in 2000, hardly ever 
wore it again for fear that he might be 
seen to be “showing off”. 
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Utiku Shearing 2007 Ltd
Taihape

Our aim is quality in all areas of shearing 
and wool preparation

Positions available for experienced
 and reliable staff 

Shearers/Woolhandlers/Pressers
Top rates, accomm, meals, transport

Phone Rei 06 388 1009 or 0272 309 855

Masterton’s Lachie Nixon was in mood reminiscent at 
Golden Shears last month, looking back on some of the 
good old days of woolpressing when he and Wade Wybrow 
were working for a Collins Brown Shear Expertise gang 
at Lagoon Hills. Lachie thinks it was about 1984 – Bob 
Summerville was the Station manager, the boys were 
working nine-hour days and there were ten good shearers 
lined up on the board.

“There was Rick Pivac, Dion Morrell, Chicky Reiri, Dave 
Channings, Chris Brooker, Mike Walker, Alec Kotu, Dave 
Reiri, Toby Elers and Dave Robins (who has since died).

“The boys were doing just under 5000 a day on the full 
wool ewes, it was back when we still had to sew the bales 
and as well as pressing, Wade and I were on Sheepo duty 
for	filling	the	pens.	We	had	a	hand	crank	press	and	a	Donald	
hydraulic press. We pressed 200 bales in two days, working 
before breakfast, all through smoko and lunch time.

“After work Wade would sit down and quench his thirst 
with a few large bottles and I would brand 100 caps. For 
those that remember, in those days the packs were made of 
jute or hessian and when they were cold it was very hard 
to get the needle through, so when the sun came up we 
would lay the packs outside to soften them up and make 
them easier to sew.

“Dave Anderson was a top classer then and he taught 
me how to sew a bale in less than a minute, and he would 
always beat me. Think about how long it takes to put the 
pins and clips in today – sewing was quicker! 

“Your needles were razor sharp – I remember when 
Rick MacLeod was my ganger for Dave Matthews – I was 
sewing too fast and stabbed myself in the stomach and 
ended up in hospital!” 
Lachie	first	 started	pressing	 as	 a	 13-year-old,	working	

for Snow Quinn at a shed at Fruitlands, near Alexandra. 
“The	shed	had	a	dirt	floor	and	the	press	had	to	be	pulled	
over by a Series One Landrover!

Pressing memories

It seems the ventures people are coming up with to raise 
money for the Canterbury earthquake fund knows no 
bounds, and the shearing industry is playing its part. 
Pleasant Point’s Eli Cummings (pictured above with 
woolhandler, Pania Kingi) recently shore a tally of 810 
ewes (leaving the bellies on) in nine hours at Mt Somers 
Station, the property of Mark and David Acland.

Pleasant Point contractor Allan Scott reports that Eli 
did his big tally with great support from the Acland 
family, who generously donated $2.50 for every sheep 
shorn. Many others also added to the fund with their 
own donations.

“David had drafted the sheep out from his mainshear 
flock	 and	 they	 were	 in	 excellent	 condition	 for	 Eli’s	
attempt at a big tally. Only a handful of shearers have 
ever done 600 in this district and Eli himself had done 
700 a couple of years ago,” Allan says. 

“So even allowing for the fact that the bellies were 
left on, 810 is a pretty impressive effort and there was 
fantastic support from the local community during the 
day, with perhaps 150 people showing up at the shed.” 

Eli’s earth-shaking effort
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Causing cacophonic pandemonium!
By Roger Leslie
Much of man’s recorded history includes reference to 
dogs, either as companions or an essential part of the work 
team. We have sniffed out bombs and contraband, hunted, 
mustered, guarded and rescued with them. We have loved 
them,	cursed	them,	put	our	feet	on	them	in	front	of	the	fire	
and occasionally eaten them. There’s one job though where 
they’re a mixed blessing and that’s in the wool shed. Most 
farmers are anxious to show off their prowess with a dog 
and equally keen to display their dog’s backing abilities 
and general yarding noise.

I prefer silence in the shed and the penners I love best are 
those	who	do	it	quietly	and	efficiently	with	just	the	squeak	
of gate hinges, the rattle of hooves on the grating and the 
odd conversational interaction with the sheep. Compare 
this with the cacophonic pandemonium that accompanies 
the ‘good dog man’. First he has to get the attention of the 
pack, (involving whistling and/or shouting) then get them 
to the right end of the sheep. Then to make it worth his 
while, he has to hound 30 sheep into a pen designed for 20. 
The shearer is then faced with a pen packed with nervous 
and often bleeding sheep – that’s if he is lucky enough not 
to	have	had	four	or	five	of	them	out	on	the	board.

I’ve been bitten a time or two and on a couple of 
memorable occasions, had my lunch eaten by woolshed 
mutts. We once had a presser who brought his own wee 
bitch along for the penning but one day she took exception 

to	the	farmer’s	own	pack	and	started	a	fantastic	dogfight.	
The seething horde of snarling snapping teeth and fur 
rolled up against one of the shearers and caused him to 
add his voice and waving arms to the general excitement. 
Order	was	finally	 restored	and	everybody	retired	 to	 their	
own corner to lick or bandage their wounds. 

The German shepherds (human) can’t be easily compared 
to Kiwi cockies when it comes to dogs. The odd hobby 
sheep owner has a border collie and speaks to it in English 
believing that as the dog’s bloodline is from Great Britain 
it won’t understand German. These dogs are very good but 
wasted on a mob of seven sheep. 

Generally though, the rural canine is a mutt, perhaps the 
product of many years of careful inbreeding. They tend to 
have only three good legs and eyes of different colours. 
They have stamina though, and even after a day of lamb 
biting and barking out from under a trailer they can stay up 
all night and dig holes under the shearer’s caravan. During 
the day they are seldom tied up and often help out by 
lunging through the rails and nipping at the sheep as they 
are shorn. I have seen wise shearers helping to pen up with 
their backs to the sheep and their faces towards the dog.

These mutts live in the barn just outside the kitchen 
door, where any passer-by not accompanied by an accepted 
resident of the house is fair game.  I might have imagined 
it but it seems to me the farmer’s instructions that the dog 
‘leave those shearers alone’ is somewhat half-hearted and 
open to interpretation.

I was once shearing some big feisty Texels and the 
owners had a large St Bernard bitch that insisted on 
sitting right behind me (pictured) and licking the sheep’s 
faces. The sheep didn’t like this and neither did I, but no 
amount of verbal or physical abuse could dissuade it until 
on one occasion as I was stepping out for the long-blow, I 
accidentally (I swear it) trod on the dog’s two front feet. 
As if orchestrated, the sheep chose that moment to kick 
the dog in the face. She leapt up to escape but as I was 
standing on her feet, she went head over heels with a pitiful 
howl	like	a	low	B	flat	from	a	French	horn.	I	got	a	fit	of	the	
giggles and had to take a break to compose myself.

I like dogs but not in or near a shearing pen!

St Bernard Pandemonium Machine
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Golden Shears Results
Shearing:
Open: John Kirkpatrick, Napier, 58.291 1; Rowland Smith, Ruawai, 
60.278 2; David Fagan, Te Kuiti, 60.932 3; Dion King, Hastings, 
60.966 4; Dean Ball, Te Kuiti, 63.326 5; Adam Brausch, Dannevirke, 
63.487 6.
PGG Wrightson National: Tony Coster, Rakaia, 71.148 1; Angus 
Moore, Ward, 71.782 2; Dion King, Hastings, 74.093 3; Nathan 
Stratford, Invercargill, 74.929 4; Alton Devery, Tuatapere, 81.373 5; 
Paerata Abraham, Dannevirke, 89.336 6.
Senior: Matene Mason, Masterton, 46.949 1; Bevan Guy, Kaeo, 
48.676 2; Jimmy Samuels, Tuatapere, 50.401 3; Tipene Te Whata, 
Tautoro, 53.352 4; Kaleb Godsiff, Pleasant Point, 53.404 5; Tysson 
Hema, Waipukurau, 54.329 6.
Intermediate: Sharni Rimene, Masterton, 40.583 1; Brett Roberts, 
Mataura, 40.898 2; Turi Edmonds, Raetihi, 41.985 3; Jack Fagan, Te 
Kuiti, 42.861 4; Jake Rangiwai, Mataura, 46.686 5; Hemi Braddick, 
Eketahuna, 49.849 6.
Junior: Michael Rolston, Levin, 32.304 1; Bryce Guy, Kaeo, 35.142 
2; Tui Pene, Waipawa, 35.371 3; David Gordon, Masterton, 36.455 
4; Simon Goss, Kimbolton, 36.530 5; Matthew Spence, Gisborne, 
36.734 6.
Novice:	Charlie	Guy,	Kaeo,	26.24	1;	Anaru	Wakefield,	Porangahau,	
28.65 2; Monique Taylor, Feilding, 28.98 3; Marshall Guy, 
Kaeo, 31.85 4; George Smith, Waikaretu, 39.28 5; Nick Fabish, 
Martinborough, 39.68 6.
Internationals:
Trans-Tasman: Australia (Shannon Warnest, Justin Dolphin, Bill 
Hutchison) 244.589 beat New Zealand (Grant Smith, Cam Ferguson, 
Tony Coster) 255.927.
Tri-Nations: New Zealand (Cam Ferguson, David Fagan) 91.882 
beat British Isles (Gavin Mutch, Ian Montgomery) 111.493 and 
Wales (Gareth Daniel, Wyn Jones) 122.536.
Maori-Pakeha: Angus Moore (Ward) & Riki Chase (Taihape) 65.89 
1; Mark Grainger (Te Kuiti) and Stacey Te Huia (Te Kuiti) 69.94 2; 
Dig Balme (Te Kuiti) and Tama Niania (Gisborne) 71.06 3.
Woolhandling:
Open: Joanne Kumeroa, Whanganui, 195.00 1; Joel Henare, 
Gisborne, 222.60 2; Waimiere Peneha, Masterton, 325.00 3; Robyne 
Murray, Alexandra, 352.00 4.
Senior: Fiona Christensen, Masterton, 206.00 1; Kate Tutuvaha, 
Masterton, 215.00 2; Kylie Wihongi, Hastings, 225.00 3; Ngaio 
Braddick, Eketahuna, 237.60 4.
Junior: Ataneta Puna, Napier, 199.00 1; Denise Murray-Karaka, 
Alexandra, 237/00 2; Renee Hurunui, Shannon, 263.00 3; Kylie 
Laris, Masterton, 309.00 4.
International: New Zealand (Joel Henare, Ronnie Goss) 419.20 beat 
Australia (Joe Garvin, Rachael Hutchison) 506.60.
North Island Circuit:
Open: Ronnie Goss, Kimbolton, 116.83 1; Keryn Herbert, Te 
Awamutu, 117.60 2; Sheree Alabaster, Taihape, 128.87 3; Dallas 
Mihaere, Dannevirke, 198.00 4.
Woolpressing:
Men’s singles: Jeremy Goodger, Masterton, 64.4 1; Vinnie Goodger, 
Masterton, 70.2 2; Conan Grey, Masterton, 94.0 3; Tommy Harman, 
Masterton, 95.1 4.
Men’s pairs: Jeremy Goodger and Vinnie Goodger, Masterton, 34.4 
1; Peter Davidson and Henare Te Whare, Masterton, 42.8 2.
Women’s singles: Fiona Christensen, Masterton, 85.2 1; Christine 
Wolland, Pahiatua, 88.1 2.
Inter-Island: North island (Jeremy Goodger & Vinnie Goodger, 
Masterton) 45.0 1; South Island (Mark Smith & Kelvin Bassett, 
Milton) 60.9 2.
Triathlon (shearing, woolhandling, pressing): Fiona Christensen, 
Masterton, 222.81 1; Edward Goodfellow, England, 224.64 2; Jeremy 
Goodger, Masterton, 228.59 3; Hinetewiriangi Biddle, Masterton, 
241.78 4; Cushla Gordon, Masterton, 244.15 5; Tumanako Waikara, 
Masterton, 252.28 6.

 SOUTHLAND

DARYN & CHARMAINE 
MURRAY

Integrity Shearing giving you 
the respect 
you deserve

PO BOX 16, OHAI
TEL 03 225 4605
FAX 03 225 4020
Email: integrity.shr@xtra.co.nz

Freephone 0800 124605

It’s just a yard of purple ribbon, but the effort that it inspires 
Is created by the message it carries / And to which every 
young shearer aspires / It’s not the money – it’s the achieving, 
what only some of the best have done / For it sets the seal of 
Champion on the career of a shearing gun. So wrote Bernie 
Walker, back in 1983. It certainly inspired some effort from 
Johnny Kirkpatrick on Saturday night at Goldies in the year 
of 2011. The popular JK thus joins Roger Cox and Colin 
King as three-time winners of the Open championship.
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Images from Golden Shears: Top, the tri-nations test between New Zealand, Wales and the British Isles (BISCA) in action, 
with Ian Montgonmery, David Fagan, Gareth Daniels, Gavin Mutch, Cam Ferguson and Wyn Jones spread across the board.
Centre left: Sue and Jack Winks from Marlborough, relaxing between events. Centre right: The Goss family – Alan (1985 
intermediate champion), Simon (14), Ronnie (open woolhandling champion 2008), Sarah (18) and Rachael (20). Bottom left: 
Tuatapere shearers Alton Devery and Sam Garrett. Bottom right: Old Northland cohorts, Phil O’Shaughnessy and Brian 
Cocks enjoying the Stadium atmosphere during the open shearing heats.
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NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association Inc

New members welcome. Join now!

Keep abreast with the new rates and changes in legislation.
National President: Barry Pullin. Tel 03 347 8970. Email: shearing@xtra.co.nz

National Secretary: Cheryl Christie, PO Box 11, Ashhurst.Tel 027 263 7634: Fax 06 326 8041
E-mail contactus@nzshearing.co.nz

New Zealand Champs We have been asked
Why we no longer print shearing sports 
competition results. The answer is that 
they are available almost immediately 
on the Shearing Sports NZ website, 
www.shearingsports.co.nz – all in 
greater detail than we have space for. 
But we will continue to publish full 
results for NZ Merino Shears, Golden 
Shears and NZ Championships. (Ed.)

Now available in  hard
cover edition for just 

$65 plus P&P
Orders to Golden Shears

Tel 07 378 8008

Shearing Results:
NZ Open: Rowland Smith, Ruawai, 
51.989 1; Cam Ferguson, Waipawa, 
54.848 2; Jerome McCrea, Whanganui, 
56.248 3; Jason Win, Reefton, 57.485 
4; John Kirkpatrick, Napier, 58.864 5; 
Nathan Stratford, Invercargill, 58.88 6.
North Island Shearer of the Year: Rowland 
Smith, 54.784 1; John Kirkpatrick, 55.606 
2; David Fagan, Te Kuiti, 55.67 3; Paul 
Avery, Stratford, 55.982 4; Dig Balme, 
Te Kuiti, 56.745 5; Dion King, Napier, 
61.672 6.
New Zealand Circuit: Dion King, 73.246 
1; Paul Avery, 73.72 2; Cam Ferguson, 
74.989 3; Angus Moore, Ward, 75.048 
4; David Fagan, 78.916 5; Alton Devery, 
Tuatapere, 80.746 6.
Senior: Bevan Guy, Kaeo, 44.587 1; 
Tipene Te Whata, Tautoro, 45.355 2; 
Wi Ngarangione, Gisborne, 46.961 3; 
Matene Mason, Masterton, 47.469 4; 
Tysson Hema, Waipukurau, 47.602 5; 
Davy Garland, Feilding, 48.934 6.
Intermediate: Brett Roberts, Mataura, 
39.774 1; Henare Niania, Gisborne, 
39.858 2; Nathan Lillie, Australia, 40.002 
3; Jack Fagan, Te Kuiti, 40.707 4; Hemi 
Braddock, Eketahuna, 41.908 5; Cody 
Beck, Taumarunui, 43.632 6.
Junior: Bryce Guy, Kaeo, 28.283 1; 
Michael Rolston, Levin, 26.464 2; Tui 
Pene, Waipawa, 29.273 3; Caleb Cheer, 
Waipukurau, 31.821 4; Simon Goss, 
Kimbolton, 32.173 5; Jye Bates, Aria, 
41.736 6.
Novice: Marshall Guy, Kaeo, 15.88 1; 

Monique Taylor, Feilding, 15.925 2; 
Charlie Guy, Kaeo, 19.348 3; Eli Raheke, 
Waipukurau, 26.304 4; Josh Balme, 
Te	 Kuiti,	 27.126	 5;	 Anaru	 Wakefield,	
Porangahau, 30.686 6.
International: New Zealand (David Fagan 
& Cam Ferguson) 89.217 penalty pts 
beat Wales (Wyn Jones & Gareth Daniel) 
102.192 penalty pts.
NZ Shears (Nathan Stratford, Cam 
Ferguson, Shelford Wilcox) 198.38 pts 
beat Warrnambool Shears (Tyson Scholz, 
Josh Lilley, Roger Mifsud) 203.353 pts.
Inter-Island Challenge: North Island 
(David Fagan, Cam Ferguson, John 
Kirkpatrick, Keryn Herbert, Monica 
Potae, Sheree Alabaster) 203.846 pts beat 
South Island (Darin Forde, Angus Moore, 
Nathan Stratford, Joel Henare, Tia Potae, 
Bernadette Forde) 236.635 pts.

Woolhandling results:
NZ Open: Sheree Alabaster (Taihape) 
52.636 1; Joanne Kumeroa, Whanganui, 
56.214 2; Ronnie Goss, Kimbolton, 69.88 
3; Dallas Mihaere, Dannevirke, 73.528 4; 
Bernadette Forde, Tuatapere, 91.318 5.
Senior: Emma Bolton, Taihape, 86.76 
1; Rangi Barakat, Waipawa, 87.838 2; 
Maryanne Baty, Gisborne, 93.728 3; Janelle 
Janet, Taumarunui, 95.794 4; Catherine 
Christy, Te Awamutu, 113.988 5.
Junior: Rahna Watson-Paul, Flaxmere, 
87.832 1; Connor Puha, Apiti, 94.828 2; 
Tiani Buckman, Napier, 95.19 3; Willis 
Marshall, 107.59 4; Monique Taylor, 
Feilding, 109.732 5.
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Matson Shearing Ltd
PO Box 7125, Wanganui 4541

Motivated and reliable staff wanted. 
Busy main shear and second shear run. 

Good food and top class accommodation.

Phone Lee : 06 344 5224
Mob. 0274 425 443

MICHELLE 
SHEARING LTD
18 Johnson Street, Milton

Staff required all
year-round

PHONE 
TONY MICHELLE

03 417 8312

It’s er, like, duh!
Sydneysider Tony Keep went into 
David Jones [store] to buy a jumper. 
A young salesman showed him one, 
and Keep asked him if it was wool. 
The salesman looked at the label and 
said, “No, it’s pure merino.”  
The Triumph of the Airheads and the 
Retreat from Common Sense. Shelley 
Gare. Park Street Press, 2006. 

Images from New Zealand championships, Te Kuiti, 2011. Top left: “Who cares 
who wins?” Proud Mum, Dayna Te Aho had a daughter in each of the North 
(Monica Potae) and South Island (Tia Potae) teams. Top right: Nathan Stratford, 
Cam Ferguson and Shelford Wilcox (at back) narrowly defeated the Warrnambool 
visitors, Tyson Scholz, Josh Lilley and Roger Mifsud. Above left: The local 
contractors do battle and (right) hold the spoils. Mark Grainger, Kelvin Walker, 
Hou Tohengaroa, Stacey Te Huia, Barrowcliffe 2 team and Mackintosh Shearing.
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We have vacancies for professional 
shearers, shedhands and pressers to 
staff our Ashburton-based shearing run. 
We offer excellent accommodation, 
top pay rates and steady, year-round 
work with busy main-shear and pre-
lamb runs.

Phone: Office 03 302 7541; 
Grant Smith 0272 413  010 

or  Norm Harraway 0272 413 023

Forde Shearing Ltd
Tuatapere, Southland

Staff required for new 
season.  For all 

enquiries please phone 
Darin or Julie

0272 297 760 or
03 236 7760

POVERTY BAY 
SHEARING LTD

Makaraka, Gisborne

Top quality shearers 
and shedhands 

wanted. Plenty of work 
from November thru 

to March.

Phone Phill or Tup 

now on 06 867 1125 

Shearers Welcome 
in UK This Season

The immigration system has changed 
radically this year for overseas 
shearers coming into the United 
Kingdom, including their removal 
from the shortage occupation list 
under the Points Based System.

However, a transitional scheme has 
been put in place by the Government, 
working with the National Association 
of Agricultural Contractors (NAAC), 
for this year to allow shearers to come 
to the United Kingdom on a seasonal 
temporary basis.

The NAAC has been actively 
involved	in	the	process	and	is	confident	
that the United Kingdom will not suffer 
from a shortage of shearers this year.

NAAC Chief Executive Jill Hewitt 
said her Association is working closely 
with shearing contractors in the United 
Kingdom, and shearing associations 
in New Zealand and Australia, to try 
and ensure the smooth passage of 
sheep shearers to the United Kingdom 
this spring. 

“There is no reason, with the 
transitional arrangements in place, to 
expect that there will be any problems 
this season,” she said.

For full details, contractors seeking 
to bring in overseas shearers should 
contact Jill Hewitt, NAAC Chief 
Executive, National Association of 
Agricultural Contractors:

Mobile: 07889 511245                    
Tel: 08456 448750              
email: jill.hewitt@naac.co.uk

Uardry ‘bobs’ up again ...
By Bernie Walker
Inflation	 has	 finally	 caught	 up	 with	
Australia’s famous ‘shilling’ ram as he 
makes a ‘comeback’ on a new one dollar 
coin.  Introduced on the Australian one 
shilling coin in 1938, Uardry 0.1 was 
the Champion Strongwool and Grand 
Champion merino ram at the 37th 
annual Sydney Sheep Show in 1932.  
Three hundred and sixty six merino 
sheep were exhibited.  His grandsire 
had also been Grand Champion in 
Sydney in 1923.  

This outstanding ram was exhibited 
by Charles Mills (Uardry) Pty. Ltd., 
owners of the famous Uardry Merino 
Stud situated on the Murrumbidgee 
River, 45kms east of Hay in the 
Riverina district of NSW. The stud 
covered 32,376 hectares (80,000 
acres) and was established in 1864.  

The Sydney Mail (29 June 1932) 
reported that this ram ‘was generally 
acknowledged to be one of the most 
magnificent	 Merinos	 ever	 seen	 in	
Sydney’. Quoting the judge, the 
paper went on to say ‘He has all the 
characteristics of greatness in his 
splendidly modelled body, his strong 
head and horns, and his beautiful, 
soft,	richly	crimped	fleece’.	Following	
this great win, a West Australian 
sheep classer, Tom Atkinson, wrote 
to the ram’s owner, Neilson Mills, 
saying,	“The	most	magnificent	ram	I	
have ever seen. Why don’t you call 
him Hallmark?” Mills agreed to the 
suggestion.  Despite his excellence, 
the ram won no further awards as he 
returned to the stud where he became 
one of the top sires, producing many 
valuable sheep during his lifetime.

Many of Uardry’s other Grand 

Champions since would have been 
related to him.

The head and horn placement on 
this great ram was considered so 
correct that six years after his Sydney 
wins, he was immortalised on the 
Australian shilling by famous coin 
designer, George Kruger Gray. The 
ram remained on this coin until the 
introduction of decimal currency 
to Australia in 1966.  The 10¢ coin 
which replaced it featured the unique 
Australian lyrebird.

Then, in 1991, Uardry 0.1 returned 
to circulation in Australia on the ‘25 
Years of Decimal Currency’ 50¢ 
coin designed by Horst Hahne. Now 
in 2011, the original iconic image 
has returned yet again on the golden 
Australian one dollar coin, one of a 
series of three coins celebrating and 
acknowledging Australia’s reliance 
on wool in its economic history and 
development, as well as its folklore, 
poetry and music.

Uardry Stud turns 147 this year.  
In 2008, a jackeroos’ reunion was 
held when those attending received 
a wooden redgum block with the 
50¢ coin set into it.  One wonders if 
there will be another party this year 
to celebrate the return of the stud icon 
yet again. 



Shearing 19

Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

Denise Murray bright prospect
By Jills Angus Burney
When	 your	 Mum	 teaches	 fine	 wool	 woolhandling,	 and	
your early mentor was the late great Gina Nathan, it’s 
not hard to see why 18-year-old Denise Murray from 
Alexandra	won	 her	 first	 national	 junior	 title	 at	 the	New	
Zealand Merino championships in early October. 

Little more than a month and one appendicitis operation 
later,	 young	 Murray	 won	 her	 first	 international	 title	 at	
Warrnambool, Victoria.

Murray, the daughter of Tectra tutor Robyne Murray, has 
fine	wool	flowing	in	her	veins.	While	her	early	years	were	
spent in the central North Island Lake Taupo area, Denise 
Murray migrated south in the mid-1990s, one of two wee 
children as her Mum took up an invitation to work with 
Nathan	 and	 Elsie	 Lyon	 to	 learn	 the	 finer	 art	 of	 merino	
woolhandling.  

When older brother Josh left school as soon as he could 
and naturally took up shearing for Peter and Elsie Lyon, 
Denise was destined to follow in the family trade, though 
not	before	being	the	first	in	her	family	to	finish	high	school	
in the seventh form last year at Dunstan High.
A	keen	all-round	student,	Murray	first	competed	two	years	

ago on the back of school holiday work for Lyon Shearing 
at Alexandra. With a calmness and control belying her age, 
the tall and strong Murray coolly and deftly prepared her 
wool to dominate this year’s junior competition. Winning 
both	 the	 semis	 and	 the	 final	 imposed	 her	 control	 of	 the	
grade with decisiveness having been only third out of the 
heats behind Chelsea Rimene and Bertran Ngarangione. 
Rimene is niece of New Zealand woolhandling champion, 
Tina Rimene.

While not the lowest on her oddments, a good outside 
job	of	48	faults	on	her	semis	fleeces	established	a	twenty-
point lead on her fellow competitors for Murray to top 
qualify	into	the	final.	
In	 the	final	Murray	went	 neck	 and	neck	with	Natasha	

Waikato	on	time	points	as	five	seconds	of	time	penalties	
accumulated per point. Barely a point separated these 
two young competitors. On the board however, Murray 
established a slight ten-point advantage over the other 
three	 finalists	 for	 her	 oddments.	 Sheer	 skill	 separated	
her outside job, where Murray only incurred 42 faults to 

Ngarangione’s 122, and Waikato’s 163. Kara Power on 
101	 had	 the	 second	 best	 fleece	 job	 but	 was	 left	 behind	
with	a	high	125	oddment	faults.	When	final	points	were	
calculated Murray was a whopping 118 points ahead of 
second placed Ngarangione.  

Both wins have provided a decisive announcement 
that Denise Murray not only intends to walk the path to 
competition success of Gina Nathan, but she has inherited 
and developed a formidable breadth of skills far beyond 
her years.  

On only two days practice after emergency surgery and 
two	weeks	recovery	from	the	appendicitis,	Murray	flew	to	
Australia and took her place on the international scene in 
the company of twice world champion, Joanne Kumeroa.  

It’s a safe bet that Murray won’t be hanging about for 
long in the junior woolhandling grades.  Early success this 
season gives keen followers of the competition a chance 
to see Murray as a bright prospect for the 2012 world 
championships. 

Denise Murray on her way to winning the New Zeland 
Merino Shears junior woolhandling title last October.

New Zealand Shearing 
Contractors’ Association Inc.

Annual General Meeting
9-10 May 2011

Copthorne Oriental Bay, Wellington

Contact Cheryl Christie for further information
Tel 027 263 7634 or email 

contactus@nzshearing.co.nz
Denise Murray competing in the NZ Merino Shears Teams’ 

event, with shearers Cam Ferguson and Kevin O’Neill 
(pictured) and woolhandling partner, Joanne Kumeroa.
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Yep Roger, gotcha ... sort of ...
We don’t always mean what we say, 
and we don’t always say what we 
mean. That is largely thanks to the 
English language by which most of 
us communicate. Nearly everyone at 
Golden Shears on the Saturday night 
this year knew why John Kirkpatrick 
drew a great laugh from the audience 
when he thanked his wife, Raylene, 
for “doing the points”. 

[For those not ‘in the know’, Raylene 
K is just one of several members of the 
Electronic Points computer team who 
checks	that	all	the	figures	fed	into	the	
computers by the judges are correct 
before	the	final	results	are	added	up	–	
by the computer – and printed out.]

And Bernie Walker, a while back, 
related the story about two Australian 
journalists – one ‘overheard’ the other 
on a telephone interview with a bloke 
named Laurie Keats of Masterton, 
after that esteemed gentleman had 
been awarded the New Zealand Order 
of Merit (MNZM) in the 2009 Queen’s 
Birthday Honours. “What was all that 
about?” the ‘listener’ asked. “I’ve just 

been speaking to Laurie Keats,” the 
other replied. ‘What, you mean you 
have been interviewing some parrots 
[lorikeets]?’ the other responded.

Which is just by way of acknow-
ledging that our “lingo” can trip us 
up when least expected. For instance, 
there is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in 
a hamburger, nor apple in pineapple. 
English	muffins	aren’t	 from	England	
and French fries are not from France. 
Sweetmeats are candies, while 
sweetbreads, which aren’t sweet, are 
meat.	 We	 find	 that	 quicksand	 can	
work slowly, boxing rings are square 
and a Guinea pig is not from Guinea 
and nor is it a pig. 

Writers write and singers sing but 
fingers	 don’t	 fing	 and	 grocers	 don’t	
groce and hammers don’t ham. The 
plural of tooth is teeth, so one booth, 
two beeth? One goose, two geese, so 
one moose, two meese?

You can make amends but not just 
one amend. You can have a bunch of 
odds and ends but if you get rid of all 
but one, what’s left? If a vegetarian eats 

vegetables, what does a humanitarian 
eat? People recite at a play, and play at 
a recital. You can ship goods by truck, 
and send cargo by ship. Your nose can 
run and your feet can smell.

Why are a slim chance and a fat 
chance the same, but a wise man and 
a wise guy are opposites? Quite a lot 
and quite a few are the same. The 
weather can be hot as hell one day and 
cold as hell the next. Have you seen 
anyone that is a spring chicken, or met 
someone	who	would	hurt	a	fly?	

Your house burns up as it burns 
down.	 You	 fill	 in	 a	 form	 by	 filling	
it out. Your alarm clock goes off by 
going on. When the stars are out they 
are visible but when the lights are out 
they are invisible.

Thank you, I can see clearly now! 
(Adapted from circulating literature!)

And PS: Sky TV cricket commentator 
Danny Morrison towards the end of 
the recent Black Caps vs South Africa 
World Cup match: “The tension – you 
could cut a knife with it!”
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Farewell, Ray Rose
By Des Williams
The November 2008 edition of Shearing magazine 
contained a review of a book entitled Memoirs of a Shearer 
- the autobiography of Australian singer, songwriter, poet, 
balladeer, farmer and shearer, Ray Rose. 

Though this writer never met Ray in person, a couple of 
phone conversations and letters exchanged with the farmer 
from Taroom proved enough to ensure that (as those who 
did know him attest) we can add “bloody good bloke” to 
those other occupations listed above.

For sadly, Ray Rose died late last year after a period of 
illness. Ray’s compatriot Queenslander and fellow Master 
Bush Poet, Kelly Dixon, penned the following tribute to 
his old mate:

  So Long For Now, Rosie
Well, you’ve rolled up your swag, and you’ve put your
   pen down, and you’ve gone to the camp in the sky –
And I’m sorry old chap, I was too far away,
   to reach you and say my good-bye;
But I found out too late, you had saddled your horse,
   and shut the old boundary gate,
So I only can say, keep a place in your camp,
   let me join in your musters, old mate!

All the horses up there, will be bridled in gold,
   and buckled with silver, I’m told
The shoes which they wear, will be silver as well
   and I hope when my time comes to go,
You	will	find	a	spare	horse,	for	another	bush	bloke,
   who would muster the heavens with you,
We could swing the big mobs, we could swap yarns again,
   and sing the old songs that we knew.

You will meet up with Slim, and old Buddy and Tex
   and you’ll bump into Gordon up there,
And the chances of striking The Breaker, old mate,
   I reckon your chances are fair – 
He could be the horse-tailer, old Harry Morant,
   yes, I know he might kick up a row
But he’d be a good man in a muster I’d bet
   if he’s mounted on Harlequin now!

True bushman Ray Rose, old ringer and friend,
   you were born to the bridle and girth,
To the beat of the hoof, and the dust of the camps,
   a bloke unashamed of his birth – 
I will bring my quart-pot, and my saddle-bag too,
   some sugar and brownie and tea,
We’ll smoko again, we’ll write us a song
   and title it ‘Now We Are Free’!

© Kelly Dixon 2010 

(Kelly Dixon is the author of two volumes of bush poetry –  
From a Drifter’s Pen (1997) and From Under the Southern 
Cross (1999). Several of his verses have been put to music 
by artists such as the late great Slim Dusty.)

More Creative Writing
Scene: Chance meeting with Cantabrian acquaintance 
at Golden Shears:
Ed: “Gidday mate, how did you make it through the 
big earthquake last month?”
Cantab: “I was down on my knees saying a few Hail 
Mary’s, I can tell you!”
Ed: (somewhat surprised) “Oh, do you know the 
words?”
Cantab: “No, but I was making them up as fast as I 
could!”

Shane Rawlinson (Stratford) and Josef Martin Schindler 
(Switzerland) at Golden Shears. Sorry we didn’t think to 
“List” the young man in the middle!

The late Ray Rose (centre) pictured with his wife Noreen 
and Australian shearing historian, Bernie Walker (who 
also knows a thing or two about “rhyming diction”). The 
title page of Ray’s Memoirs of a Shearer contains a photo 
of some shearing gear, and a couple of verses typifying the 
man’s ability to paint pictures with words:

They’re just tools of a trade I once carried
From a lifestyle back so long ago.
But they bring back the places and faces
Old mates that I once used to know.

From an era that bonded true mateship
Now only the mem’ries remain.
When I hold them these old hands remember
And relive it all over again.
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Congratulations to our National Certificate Recipients

Why train with Tectra?
Tectra, New Zealand’s largest wool harvesting trainer, 
holds the contract with Agriculture ITO (AgITO) to deliver 
shearing and wool handling training nationally and has over 
thirty years experience in delivering training programmes. 
We are committed to providing world-class training to 
shearers, wool handlers, classers and pressers. 

To find out more about the course schedule in your area 
contact your local Regional Training Manager or call us free 
on 0800 350 035 or visit our website www.tectra.co.nz.

National Operations Manager
Gavin Rowland (Christchurch) (03) 353 9294 or 027 432 
5450. Email: gavin.rowland@tectra.co.nz
 

Our Regional Training Managers
David Long (Palmerston North) looks after all Wool Handling 
and Modern Apprentices in the North Island.  Call David on 
(06) 357 1321 or 027 490 0749.
Robyne Murray (Alexandra) looks after all Modern 
Apprentices for the South Island, and Wool Classing. Call 
Robyne on (03) 448 7901 or 027 581 8144.

Dean Te Huia (Te Kuiti) looks after Northland, Waikato, 
Taranaki and the Bay of Plenty.  Call Dean on (07) 878 7666 
or 027 495 0601. 
Bill Hale (Takapau) looks after the North Island’s East 
Coast and the Hawke’s Bay regions. Call Bill on (06) 843 
3187 or 027 492 8979.
Ian Hopkirk (Palmerston North) looks after Wanganui, 
the Manawatu and Wairarapa regions. Call Ian on (06) 353 
2965  or 027 230 6659.
Kevin Hessell (Temuka) looks after Nelson, Marlborough, 
Canterbury, North Otago and West Coast regions. Call Kevin 
on (03) 614 8875 or 027 591 7759.
Eric Solomon (Timaru) looks after the South Canterbury, 
Central Otago, and North Otago regions.  Call Eric on (03) 
615 5953 or 027 292 4767
Chas Tohiariki (Invercargill) looks after Central and 
South Otago and the Southland regions. Call Chas on (03) 
235 2787 or 027 246 5538.

Wool Handling Training Manager
Huia Whyte-Puna (Christchurch) looks after all the South 
Island Wool handlers and Pressers. Call Huia on (03) 339 
4472 or 027 452 4600.

National Certificate in 
Wool Handling Level 2

Floyd Aranui, Caleb Cheer, Harley 
Delamere, Conor Devoy, Terence 
Durdy, Te Ahu Grace, Thomas 
Hamilton, Cameron Hape, Cody 
Harrison, Sinead Hislop, Ernest 
Hurinui, Moses Hurinui, Tunisha 
Karamaena, Elroy Keil, Sonny 
Kennedy, Raymond Kinsman, Ian 
Kirkpatrick, Haylee Laird, Heniata 
McGee, Chaana Morgan, Irirangi 
Nuku, Tahui-Parae  Kaa, Rapana 
Pene, Jayde Petuha, Dave Rewi, 
Gene Ropoama, Rajvinder Singh, 
Joshua Skoczek, Nadine Smith, 
Hillary Tahere, Vanessa Taiaroa, 
Kapene Te Huki Weeds, Hararei 
Te Whata, James Tumarae, Rakai 
Waihaki, Tumanako Waikare, 
Tangira Waititi, Jessie Whatuira, 
Thomas Winter, Nukutaimemeha 
Ratana-Tuhura.

National Certificate in 
Wool Handling Level 3

Aileen Bishop, Mareana Clark, Lisa 
Crampton, Christa Dinkelaar, Sophie 
Hodder, Logan Kamura, Ann Kennedy, 
Kiley Laris, Adam Lingman, Catherine 
Sweetman, Sylvanna Robinson-
Stepien.

National Certificate in 
Wool Pressing Level 3

Jason McCallum, Hohepa Pukeroa, 
Karl Robinson, Tiffany Kumeroa 
Te-Ua.

National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Level 4 
Mohi Gray, Thomas Moorhouse, 
Rikihana Morunga, Hemi Paniora.

National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Level 3

Ricky Barlow, Thomas Borell, 
Christopher Gullidge, Bryce Guy, 
Keita Kawazu, Warwick McClutchie, 
Grant Moore, Daniel Newell, Maaka 
Rangiuaia, Ashton Renata, Dave 
Rewi, Harley Hauiti-Kiriwera.

National Certificate in 
Blade Shearing Level 2 

Timothy Hogg, Ross Kelman.

National Certificate in 
Fine Wool Machine 
Shearing Level 3

Robin Hape.

Partners in Wool 
Harvesting Training
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National Certificate in 
Fine Wool Machine 
Shearing Level 2

Jamie McGillen, Boxer Flutey, Caleb 
Wells. 

National Certificate in 
Machine Shearing Level 2

Alan Adams, Sheldon Arps, Charmange 
Barrett, Kelvin Barton, Nathan Begg, 
Shannon Begg, Bradley Bell, Stuart 
Bolton, Mark Brown, Stephen Brown, 
Korey Cashell, Kerry Charteris, Adam 
Cook, Kasandra Crombie, Peter 
Davidson, Kevin Duggan, Moki Fowler, 
Stacey Gardyne, Nathan Haupokia, 
Ben Heale, Ashton Hendriks, Neville 
Hughes, Moses, Hurinui, Nicholas 
Land, Daniel Langlands, Coel 
L’Huillier, Tim Mahony, Paiaka Maraku, 
Blair Martyn, Phillip Matiaha, Barry 
McIntyre, Nikki Morris, Matthew Mott, 
Seth Muggeridge, Kerehi Nikora, 
Welby Nikora, Thomas Pembroke, 
Brendon Power, Ashley Purcell, Maui 
Rickus, Gus Ross, Toby Rowland, 

Eddie Sargison, Quinton Selby, Lewis 
Small, Nigel Smith, Prentice Taiwhanga, 
Daniel Tarbotton, Zak Tau, Christopher 
Wallace, William Whareaorere.

Introduction to Shearing
Aaron Brown, Catherine Christey, 
Adam Clemens, Dana Col lard, 
Elizabeth Coplestone, Conor Devoy, 
Tamara Dobson, Thomas Downey, 
Kelly Edgecombe, Karl Farrell, Paul 
Finlayson, Duncan Foord, Tuhoe Fuller, 

David Fyers, Matthew Gaze, Jesse 
George, John Green, Dean Haitana, 
Joshua Harman, Donald Hart, Bodene 
Hauraki, Shawn Hawkes, Stephen 
Hunter, Leah Jacobson, Jeremy 
Johnston, Delacy Kahika, Scott Kahu, 
Kenneth Land, Neil MacDonald, 
Mitchell Mainwaring-Day, Tane 
Martin, Bevan McDonald, Aaron 
McGaveston, Slade McGill, Kenneth 
McKenzie, Karen McWhirter, Heni 
Moeke, Beau Moriarty, Shirley Munro, 
Troy Nathan, Mathew Neilson, 
Benjaman Newby, Joshua Ngatai, 
Kane Nicho, Milton O’Donnell, Paul 
Olsen, Luke Pablecheque, Clinton 
Parkinson, Aidan Powis, Mareka 
Prentice, Charlie Rongo, Topia 
Roore, Brendon Scannell, Timothy 
Seator, Frank Smith, Floyd Smith, 
Nicholas Smith, Michael Soper, David 
Steedman, Wayne Tasker, Tarquinn 
Theobald, George Thorburn, Luke 
Thurbon, Samuel Werder, Jesse 
Wharehinga, Sidney Woollaston.

TECTRA LIMITED : CERTIFICATE IN WOOL TECHNOLOGY
The Certificate in Wool Technology is an extramural tertiary-level course for people interested in the production, harvesting 
and preparation of wool.  This two-year programme develops the knowledge and skills needed to supervise clip preparation 
in the shearing shed and to class wool in the shed or store. 

Who should do the course?: Anyone wanting to understand wool and the wool industry in New Zealand will find the 
Certificate in Wool Technology extremely valuable. Students come from a wide array of backgrounds - leading wool handlers, 
farmers, wool brokers and people working in the wool marketing and processing industries have completed this internationally 
recognized qualification.

How is the programme run?: The course is a two-year, part time programme consisting of papers taught extramurally 
through study guides and assignments. Practical block courses are held in both the North and South Islands and those 
students who select to do the Wool Classing module undertake considerable in-shed practical work. On successful completion 
of the certificate you will be offered automatic entry into the NZ Wool Classers Association.

What’s new?: In response to industry demand, we have developed a Wool Classing Module that will allow leading wool 
handlers to focus their programme on wool classing.  This has a strong practical component that involves trainees working 
alongside mentors in live-classing situations.  This allows you to learn the business alongside industry professionals. 

Aligned to equivalent Australian qualification: An added benefit for people graduating with the Wool Technology 
classing qualification is the opportunity to have your classing stencil endorsed in Australia.  This requires a short bridging 
course to get you qualified to class wool in Australia.

Registration: Applications for enrolment are open now so don’t delay!

Funding: Ministry of Social Development student loans are available. Contact StudyLink on 0800 889 900 to discuss your 
entitlement. You may be entitled to a training incentive allowance from Work and Income New Zealand. Contact your Case 
Manager to discuss your entitlement.

To enrol, or for more information, contact: Laurie Boniface, Manager Industry Studies, Tectra Limited. Tel: (06) 350 
2304 : Mob: (027) 433 8925 : Email: laurie.boniface@tectra.co.nz 

Partners in Wool 
Harvesting Training
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Aussie Hall of Fame Inductees

JEFF DORSET
S H E A R I N G

R O T O R U A

“We support all that 
is best in shearing.”

DRUG FREE GANGS
TOP RATES

Jeff 0274 920 758
or 07 348 0318

jdorset@reporoa.co.nz

McCONACHIE 
SHEARING LTD

WINTON

Raelene and Jamie are just a 
phone call away for all your 

shearing needs.

We also encourage our staff to 
improve their skills through 

shearing sports competitions.

Tel 03 236 9987
Mob 0274 336 477

Te Anau 
Shearing
We have jobs for 

experienced 
shearers and shedhands

Phone Andrew on 
03 249 7005

The 2011 Festival of the Blades at 
Shear Outback Australia (Hay, NSW) 
will	see	five	notable	shearing	legends	
from around the country inducted into 
the Australian Shearers’ Hall of Fame 
during Easter/ANZAC weekend, 
Saturday.

Shear Outback Board Chairman 
Ian Auldist said the 2011 inductees, 
Gordon Cahill, Ray Congdon, Donald 
Orgill OAM, Vincent Rainbird and 
James (Les) Seary, were selected from 
26 nominations by an independent 
selection panel. “The inductees, who 
have all now passed on, were famous 
in the world of shearing and need to 
be acknowledged for their outstanding 
contributions to the industry.”.

Two of the above inductees, Les 
Seary (The Original Left-handed 
Gun, November 2009) and Vincent 
Rainbird (The Tasmanian Tiger, 
November 2008)  have previously 
been	profiled	in	this	magazine.			

Gordon Cahill was born in 1898, at 
Tunbridge in the Tasmanian Midlands.  
He was one of eleven children raised 
on the family farm.  As a young 
man Gordon learnt to shear with the 
blades, but eventually became one 
of about thirty Tunbridge men who 
travelled all over Australia from 
March to October each year before the 
Tasmanian season began in the spring.  
Gordon is credited as having shorn 
750,000 sheep during a forty-nine 
year career with the high point being 
326 at ‘Woodbury Estate’ in 1960 at 
the age of 62.  He was recognised and 

respected as both a gun shearer and a 
quiet unassuming man who got along 
very well with the property owners.  
Younger shearers looked to him for 
advice and guidance whilst trying to 
beat him on the board.  On the day 
before he retired in 1968 he shore 258 
in the ‘Warringa’ woolshed where he 
had shorn for 23 consecutive years.  
This great old shearer died in 1980. 

Ray Congdon was born at Gunbar 
NSW in 1906 and left school at 14 to 
work on ‘Sunrise’ station as a station 
hand.  He began his shearing career 
on ‘Ravensworth’ in 1925.  For the 
next 22 years Ray was known as a 
very well respected and accomplished 
shearer through the Hay-Booligal 
area and parts of Victoria.  In 1947 
Ray began contracting and gave 
many men the opportunity to become 
part of the industry as shearers and 
woolhandlers.  He always did his best 
to ensure that both his men and the 
sheep owners were well looked after.  

His two sons, Bruce and Tony, both 
became good shearers in charge of 
shearing teams.  As a contractor for 28 
years, Ray put a wealth of knowledge 
into the industry and his men 
enjoyed the use of expertly serviced 
handpieces and expertly ground 
combs and cutters.  Excellence was 
his benchmark.  Ray died in 1990, but 
his foresight in training for the future 
left an undisputed legacy to the Hay 
district. 

Donald Orgill was born in Rockdale 
NSW in 1929 and took up shearing 
in the Cootamundra district in 1953.  
He became a good shearer and in 
1967 shore 236 sheep in one day at 
“Hillside” Cootamundra. 
(To page 25)

Gordon Cahill

Ray Congdon
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Pip Egerton
Artist

Southern Edgez Gallery

Commissions welcome
edgez@woosh.co.nz

03 225 5588

(From page 24)
He was twice judged the best shearer at 
the Cootamundra Show. Don became 
a shearing instructor for the NSW 
Department of Technical Education 
and decided the best way to promote 
quality shearing was through shearing 
competitions which led him into 
the	 field	 of	 competition	 shearing	
judging in 1964. Don judged shearing 
competitions for the next 30 years 
including the Melbourne, Sydney and 
Adelaide Royal Shows, the Diamond 
Shears Competition at Longreach, 
and at most major country shows in 
NSW and Victoria.  Don was a life 
member of the Shearing Competition 
Federation of Australia, the Australian 
Workers Union and of many country 
show societies. In September 1994 Don 
received the Order of Australia Medal 
for “Services to the Wool Industry as a 
Judge of Sheep Shearing Competitions”. 
He passed away in 2005.

Donald Orgill

Intermediate finalists at Raglan’s Western Shears, from left: Jack Fagan (Te Kuiti), 
Damon Macdonald and daughter (Coroglen), Robert Davidson (Ireland), Paki 
Waerea (Bridge Pa) and Dean Nelmes (England).
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ADRIAN COX 
SHEARING LTD

has vacancies for 
experienced shearers 

and shedhands for 
stayout work on his 
fine wool run based 

in South 
Canterbury.

Excellent working 
conditions.

Give Adrian a 
call today!

Tel 03 614 7811

Ever wondered what the view of a 
shearing	 final	 might	 be	 like	 if	 there	
were no board judges crossing in front 
of the shearers at regular intervals? 
Shearing Sports New Zealand has 
been doing a bit of experimenting this 
season at some of the smaller shows, 
doing away with the board judges for 
open	finals.	

The photo above was taken during 
the	 open	final	 at	Tauranga	 Shears	 in	
January and, even allowing for the 
green pillars holding up the pavilion 
roof, there’s no doubting that the 
spectators appreciated the increased 
visibility.

SSNZ chairman John Fagan says 
the move had been discussed in the 
past, and research by Hugh McCarroll 
on Tauranga results over the past ten 
years had indicated that the board 
points had little or no bearing on the 
outcome	of	most	finals.

“It’s not something we would 
be looking to do at our major 
competitions but at smaller events 
like A&P Shows it may well make for 
a better spectator experience. We will 
look at the feedback from competitors 
and judges and decide whether the 
idea	 has	 sufficient	 merit	 to	 continue	
on with it. I emphasise that we see 
it	 as	 an	 option	 just	 for	 open	 finals.	
Lower grades will continue to have 
board judging as always.”

And while John Fagan said feedback 
from competitors had been slow in 
forthcoming, Shearing magazine’s 
question to David Fagan after the 
Tauranga	 final	 drew	 an	 interesting	
response: “The only thing I thought 
about was maybe not throwing the 
belly clear, but then I thought there 
may still be a referee hidden away 
somewhere, having a sneak look, so I 
did the usual thing!”

“Look Mum, no Board judges!”

The Return of 
Narra Gear!

And speaking of David Fagan, the 
champion had the misfortune to 
break his second comb during the 
National	Lamb	Shears	final	at	Raglan	
in	 January.	 Still	 with	 five	 sheep	 to	
shear and knowing that the gear he’d 
replaced a few sheep earlier had done 
its dash, Fagan had no option but to 
wield the 12-tooth comb around his 
remaining woolly beasts until the job 
was done. Unfortunately not cleanly 
enough to meet the quality benchmark 
and having to settle for fouth place.
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By Doug Laing 
Two singlets from a Shearing Sports Charity Speedshear 
held at Dawson’s Hotel in Reefton in December 2010 
raised more than $1000 toward the Mayoral Fund for fam-
ilies of the Pike River mining tragedy. The singlets were 
offered for sale on ‘Trademe’, having been signed by 10 
shearers who took part in the Speedshear, which raised 
more than $12,000 from sponsorship, door takings and 
auctions on the night.
The	 speedshear	 and	 charity	 auction	was	 first	mooted,	

organised and held all within the space of a week, an 
outcome that stunned co-organiser Gavin Rowland of 
Christchurch. “It was only seven days earlier that the idea 
first	arose	over	a	few	beers	at	a	birthday	party	in	the	North	
Island,” Rowland explained.

“It was amazing,” he said. “These guys never hesitated, 
and came to Reefton all off their own bat and at their own 
cost and they put on a really great night.”

A principal of Tectra (New Zealand’s wool harvesting 
training organisation), Tectra, Gavin Rowland said all the 
participants were used to winning prizes of over $1000 in 
Speedshears throughout the country, whereas the shearers 
in the Reefton event competed only to help the cause, and 
for a trophy commemorating the occasion.

The shearers who signed the singlets included four 
past and present world champions, and six of the 10 have 
held	world	tally	records.	They	were	headed	by	five-times	
world individual champion and Speedshear winner, David 
Fagan, of Te Kuiti, and who posted the fastest time in the 
Speedshear. 

Pike River fund-raising speed-shearers at Dawson’s Hotel, Reefton. From left: Cam Ferguson, Sam Win, Rhys Liddell (at 
back), Grant Lundie, Darin Forde, Alan MacDonald, Dig Balme, Grant Smith, Tom Wilson and David Fagan.

Funds raised for Pike River families
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If it’s used in the Shearing Industry
then chances are - we sell it.

Shop online at www.courela.com.au 

Courela Clothing
5 Phillip Street  Ph/Fax: 08 8626 1285
STREAKY BAY
South Australia 5680

Try our new black 
stretch shearing pants

Open	finalists	at	the	Tauranga	Shears	in	January	–	David	
Fagan, Dig Balme, Adam Brausch and Rowland Smith. 
Brausch and Smith would both shear their way into the 
Golden	Shears	open	final	(with	Fagan)	just	six	weeks	later.	
Dig, meantime, having earlier mentioned that “the media” 
[Not me, must be that other shearing writer!] had lately 
taken to describing him as a “veteran”, took the opportunity 
to convert part of his prize package into a walking stick. 
Take note, show organisers - umbrellas may be the popular 
item in years to come!

Another generation of the Waddell family has made a good 
start to his career in the shearing industry. Young Jaden, 
son of Richard and grandchild of Lance, was an important 
part of the points team at Raglan in January, especially 
with the computer system playing some tricks during the 
day and Lance having to revert to manual calculations 
and needing a runner (someone faster than him!) to get 
results	 to	 commentators	 and	 officials	 for	 posting	 on	 the	
display windows. As well as retaining a close interest in 
the family business known as Acto-Agriculture, Lance 
supplies shearing machines to many competitions around 
the North (and some in the South) and has long been 
computer operator for the North Island Electronic Scoring 
Committee.	Big	shoes	to	fill,	young	Jaden!



Shearing 29

Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

Marsden’s merinos
By Des Williams
Pitt Island sheep are otherwise known as Spanish or 
Saxony merino sheep. Don Armitage of Great Barrier 
Island says they are descendants of animals imported into 
New Zealand by Samuel Marsden on his ship the ‘Active’ 
sometime between 1814 and 1837. Marsden had earlier 
brought the breed to Australia, where an Englishman named 
John Macarthur is credited with founding the Australasian 
wool industry more than 200 years ago. 

“The Spanish merino had been jealously guarded by 
Spain	for	centuries	because	of	its	fine	wool,	and	survived	
through the upheavals of war and famine,” Don Armitage 
says.	“They	are	related	to	the	even	more	ancestral	Mouflon	
from the mountainous regions of Corsica and Sardinia. 
As a feral sheep, having been wild on Pitt Island at the 
Chatham Islands since 1843, they hold a wealth of genetic 
treasure.” 

Don has had a close association with the breed since the 
1980s, when a ewe and ram were given to him by a Pitt 
Island	 run	 holder.	An	 eventful	 journey,	 first	 to	Chatham	
Island and then back to the New Zealand Mainland, saw 
his sheep landed on Great Barrier.

“The sheep have clear black legs and faces, and long 
very	 fine	 brown	 wool	 that	 will	 moult.	 The	 rams	 come	
well-equipped with large rolling horns, while a minority 
of the ewes have weaponry much like a Saanen nanny 
goat, thin lightly curved stiletto shaped horns. The lambs, 
which cannot be run down within a week of birth, are born 
predominantly black, but some with patches of white may 
show up, while others may be a ginger or coffee colour. 
By the time they are hoggets however, their normal colour 
predominates, and of course the tails are left on. 

Roger Sheary of Mount Maunganui takes a close-up look at 
some Pitt Island sheep that were on display during the Tauranga 
A&P Show on 22 January 2011. Owned by Owen Douglas of 
Welcome Bay, the sheep were penned close to the venue for the 
Tauranga Shears, and were “offered” to the open shearers [by 
the commentator, authorised or not!] for some practice. For 
some strange reason, the offer was declined by all!

“In the wild, lambing can occur from April to November, 
and at times the young rams form separate bachelor herds. 
Twinning	 is	normal.	The	meat	 is	 lean,	and	 the	fine	wool	
excellent for spinning. Using them to cross-breed can 
produce	a	superior	fine	fibre.”

There was both active and passive interest in this year’s 
Golden Shears competition from Japanese visitors to New 
Zealand. Above left: Sweating it out during the Golden 
Shears junior shearing heats was Tokyo-born shearer Shun 
Oishi. The 31-year-old also competed in the Golden Shears 
triathlon in a demanding test of his shearing, woolhandling 
and wool pressing talent. Shun had already won three junior 

shearing titles, at Nelson, Rangiora and Murchison, as 
well as appearing in four other finals. Above right: Golden 
Shears volunteer Mike Loch of Upper Hutt helped a group of 
Japanese students to get up close and personal with a freshly 
shorn sheep “out the back” at this year’s competition. The 
students are, from left, Ai Kawai, Chisato Shinoda, Sayuri 
Hayashi and Mebuki Handa.



Shearing 30

Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

Powerful mystery
By Des Williams and Bernie Walker
A photo of the bloke known as Jimmy 
Power, credited as the shearer who 
discovered the long-blow, has twice 
appeared in Shearing magazine. A 
story published in our November 1996 
edition was sourced from Bill Gardner 
of Christchurch, whose father, George 
Gardner, had told the story to the 
Christchurch Press in August 1953.

George Gardner had apparently been 
Jimmy’s penmate at Dunlop Station 
in 1891 where they were shearing 
“stroppy merino rams”. “As he 
finished	off	the	first	shoulder,	Jimmy’s	
sheep got out of control, banged its 
head down and the horn smashed a 
hole	in	the	floor.	I	up	and	took	notice	
for more reasons than one. 

“But Jimmy’s brain acted as it 
always did, very quickly. In a peculiar 
manner he just pinned the ram on its 
back with his right knee on the crutch 
and shore away from aft to fore in great 
style, in spite of the violent exertions 
of the animal’s hind legs in the air – 
which didn’t incommode Jimmy in 
the slightest. By the time the back 
ridge was reached, the ram decided 
to call it a day and so a revolutionary 
technique was evolved.” 

The Gardner-sourced story also 
credits Power with other innovations. 
“Among	 other	 things	 first	 put	 into	

practice by Jimmy was his method of 
shaping the points of the teeth of his 
combs in that peculiar manner which 

enables	them	to	enter	the	fleece	easily	
and at the same time to ride the skin 
safely.	He	was	also	the	first	machine	
shearer in Australia – in 1891 – to 
discard the old-time hand shearer’s 
style of opening up the neck.”

The story then relates how Jimmy 
went on to shear 315 merinos in 7 
hours 20 minutes at Barenya Station 
in 1895, and that he served with the 
Australian Forces in World War One, 
gained the rank of lieutenant, and was 
killed in France. “The third man to 
light up a cigarette on a match, he was 
killed by a sniper.”

More recently, Jimmy Power’s photo 
reappeared in our November 2007 

edition of the magazine, the subject of 
a “mystery man” competition.

Well, it so happens that the  “mystery 
man” tag is very apt indeed because 
the bloke we thought was Jimmy may 
not be he after all. The plot thickened 
when Australia’s Bernie Walker found 
an old publication that said Jimmy 
(James Charles Power) had died in 
the Boer War, which contradicted the 
1953 story about him dying in France. 
Subsequent investigations on both 
sides of the Tasman have revealed 
the following: There is no record 
with the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission of a Lieutenant James 
Power serving Australia or dying in 
France during the First World War.

Second: an analysis of the photo 
opposite by New Zealand’s Boer War 
historian Richard Stowers of Hamilton 
suggests that the man in the photo did 
not die in the Boer War, either. 

“The badge on his hat says “New 
Zealand”	 and	 is	 an	 unofficial	 badge.	
He is also wearing a QSA ribbon 
[Queen’s South Africa Medal] which 
usually means he returned from South 
Africa. He is wearing mail epaulettes, 
which the 4th and 5th New Zealand 
Contingents [“Rough Riders”] tended 
to wear on their Number One uniforms 
on their return. The buttons on his 
jacket are British, meaning he got a 
new Number One uniform in South 
Africa before returning.”

Richard Stowers then suggests that 
the man we’ve regarded as Jimmy 
Power is, in all probability, Charles 
Wilson Power, Service No. 1459 of 
the New Zealand 4th Contingent to 
South Africa. (to page 31)

COMBINED SHEARING
Middlemarch and Ranfurly 

Otago
Tel/Fax Dick Deseymour

03 464 3023 or 027 227 2307  

Permanent positions for quality 
shearers and shedhands

Member of the NZ Shearing 
Contractors’ Association

Shearing Services Ltd
Mossburn

Professional staff required.
Well above award wages paid 

to quality staff.  
Classy accommodation 

provided.

Ring Mana or Vanessa

03 248 6122 or 0274 770 448

Mike Bool
Shearing

22 Pringle Street, Timaru

Machine and blade shearers 
and shedhands wanted for the 

next pre-lamb season. 

Accommodation available in 
Fairlie, tel 03 685 6133.

Phone Mike 03 688 6538 (home) 
or 0274 374 369 mob.

Steve Bool 03 685 6133 (home) 
or 0272 047 067.

Jimmy Power or Charles Wilson Power?
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New Zealand Merino Shears, Alexandra, 30 September - 1 October 2011
Come along and help us celebrate our 50th anniversary!

Further information from barbaranewton@xtra.co.nz

Based in Riversdale, Southland

Shearers / Shedhands
Wanted for hard working, 

professional team
Must be honest and reliable

Permanent or Seasonal

Main shear 5 January - mid April
Pre-lamb 1 June to September

Top accommodation
Top pay rates
Paid weekly

Phone:
Roger 03 202 5543  Cell 027 205 2192

Email: southlandwideshearing@xtra.co.nz

WANTED
For the

New Zealand Merino Shearing  and 
Woolhandling championships

Alexandra 2012

50th JUBILEE PUBLICATION

Photos of:
competitors, judges, helpers, supporters

Stories / Memories / Memorabilia

If you have anything at all please do 
not hesitate to contact:

\
Barbara Newton

Email: barbaranewton@xtra.co.nz
Tel 03 455 8807  :  Mob 027 331 8808

So can we now ask the real Jimmy 
Power to stand up? Maybe we can. 
Thanks to further research by Bernie 
Walker and his friends Dave Parker 
and Des De Belle, we now think the 
bloke in the photo opposite is our 
man. Richard Stowers adds more: 
“James Charles Power, 4th and 5th 
Queensland Imperial Bushmen. 
Left Australia with the 4th QIB (No 
79) on 18 May 1900. Transferred to 
5th QIB (no 525) in South Africa. 
Promoted Sergeant. Killed in action 
at Onverwacht 4 January 1902. 

“Previously noted for ‘Gallantry 
and good conduct in action’. Address 
on enlistment as C/o Jeremiah Power, 
Pomakaho, Auckland. His name is 
on the Oamaru South African War 
Memorial, so probably originally 
from there. There are no other James 
Power’s on the Australian rolls for 
South Africa.” 

Bernie Walker adds that  Sergeant 

Power has the (perhaps) unique 
distinction of having his name on 
three South African War Memorials.  
As well as Oamaru, he is listed on the 
Brisbane Memorial and the Australian 
War Memorial at Canberra.

Maybe that just leaves unanswered 
the question of what happened 
to Charles Wilson Power? Again 
Richard Stowers comes to the rescue.
The man who went away to war 
listing his occupation as “stockman” 
became a Cambridge farmer who died 
in 1943 and is buried at the Hautapu 
[Cambridge] cemetery.

Finally, without further confusing 
our popular history, Bernie Walker 
has a 1984 publication entitled The 
Kirkpatrick Shearers, which suggests 
an Australian bloke named Ginger 
Octar was using the long blow about 
1888, several years before Jimmy 
Power. Another investigation for 
another time, perhaps!The real Jimmy Power?
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By Tom Harding
When Britain and Argentina went 
to war over the Falkland Islands in 
1982, a South American writer said it 
reminded him of watching two bald 
men	fighting	over	a	comb.

According to Doug Lambie, who 
recently went to the Falklands to run 
a shearing school, so keen are the 
young shearers out there that it is the 
sheep	 that	 are	 bald;	 and	 the	 fight	 is	
more likely to be between two hyper-
enthusiastic trainees over a comb of 
the hollow-ground steel variety.

Doug, 46, grew up on a farm on the 
west coast of Scotland, but now farms 
two-hundred acres in North Wales 
with his wife, Ann, and two daughters.  
In the winter months he works away 
from home, driving a lorry.  He still 
shears in the summer, and instructs for 
the British Wool Marketing Board.

The three-week trip was arranged 
after Lee Lonks, a friend of Doug’s, 
asked him to come and help, offering 
payment towards his expenses.  Lee 
is the main shearing contractor on the 
Falkland Islands, and he could see that 
a lot of his workers needed help, but 
didn’t feel that he had the instructing 
techniques to do it himself.  Also, as 
Doug says, sometimes it’s a lot easier 
coming from an outsider than coming 
from the boss. 

“They were working very hard, but 
doing it the hard way,” he said. Doug 
was very impressed by the keenness 
and work ethic of the Falkland Islands’ 

people – not just the shearers, but the 
woolhandlers and farmers too.  The 
shearers made the most of their guest 
instructor’s time.  “There wasn’t one 
boy there who wasn’t keen to learn,” 
he says, “I just got asked questions all 
night, every night until bed-time.”

Also impressive was how polite and 
respectful everyone was to each other, 
and the hospitality given to Doug and 
Ann.  “I’ve never been so well looked 
after in my life,” Doug said.  He 
notes how people there make time to 
socialise and sit down to discuss things, 
where in other parts of the world we 
just don’t seem to have the time.  And 
they are content with relatively simple 

lives: “The houses were all very clean 
and tidy but they didn’t have fancy 
stuff there – they didn’t need it.  They 
could live without the 42-inch TVs.”

Perhaps the people’s work ethics, 
mutual respect and sociability are 
a product of their environment, 
necessary for their long-term survival.  
The land is tough; the farms remote 
and	isolated,	and	the	sheep	difficult	to	
shear. “It’s a hard place to farm so it 
takes a good man to farm there.”

“The sheep are Merino cross 
Corriedales, a sort of breed they’ve 
developed themselves.  They were 
shearing the hogs when I was there.  
They were getting up to two-and-a-
half  kilos of 18 micron wool off a 
sheep with a live-weight of only about 
28 kilos, so there’s a huge amount of 
wool on a very small body.

“A lot of very good shearers in the 
world would go to the Falkland Islands 
and realise that they couldn’t shear.  It 
would break their hearts to do what 
them boys are able to do down there.”

With drilling for oil reserves now 
taking place in the coastal waters off 
the Falkland Islands, the possibility of 
the	 territorial	dispute	flaring	back	up	
looks a dangerous possibility.  Maybe 
the islands aren’t as worthless as that 
South American writer’s metaphor 
made them out to be after all.  But 
that’s not worrying the young shearers 
and woolhandlers over there; for the 
time being they’re too busy with their 
heads down and asses up to bother.

Doing it hard the hard way

Scottish shearing instructor Doug Lambie (left) with his school of eager students 
on the Falkland Islands. Doug was NZ Golden Shears Senior champion in 1990.

PETER LYON SHEARING
Peter and Elsie are always looking for good employees, especially July-Oct and Dec-
April. We shear 1.6 million sheep and crutch them at least once, so 3 million sheep have 
to be put out the porthole by somebody! Consider this:

•	 Top	accommodation,	meals	and	travel	provided.	The	only	charge	is	a	janitor’s	fee		 	
 $5 per day for shed staff and $7 per day for shearers.
•	 Shearing	pay	rates	as	per	NZSCA	employment	agreement	(or	above	for	merinos).		 	
 Copy of employment agreement available on request.
•	 Shed	staff	paid	at	agreed	rates	-	attitude	and	ability	to	perform	main	considerations.
•	 Pay	once	a	week,	every	week.	Experience	not	essential	-	we	are	happy	to	pass	on		 	
 our experience from within the company.
•	 Good	standard	of	behaviour	expected	-	we	take	a	dim	view	of	drugs	and	too	much		 	
 alcohol.
•	 Reliable	weather	patterns	in	Central	Otago.

We	welcome	your	enquiries	-	confident	we	will	stack	up	as	top	quality	employers
Box 321 Alexandra: Tel 03 448 6378 : fax 03 448 9201
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Criterion Club Hotel
7-10 Tarbert Street, Alexandra

Tel 03 448 7204: Fax 03 448 7378

Hosts: Tony & Corranne Flannery

The Middle Pub
Cheaper accommodation, new 

kitchen and dining room, TAB and 
CRT

Legendz Bar & Restaurant

Positions available for permanent and 
seasonal staff with good work ethics

Opportunities to upskill for
Shearers, Woolhandlers and Pressers

Good accommodation, solid winter work
Book in now!

All enquiries welcome
Phone Dion and Gabriela on 03 448 9170

Or 027 630 9081

First Again!
After having dug to a depth of 10 feet 
last year, British scientists found traces 
of copper wire dating back 200 years 
and came to the conclusion that their 
ancestors already had a telephone 
network more than 150 years ago.

Not to be outdone by the Brits, in 
the weeks that followed, an American 
archaeologist dug to a depth of 20 
feet, and shortly after, a story was 
published in the New York Times: 
“American	 archaeologists,	 finding	
traces of 250-year-old copper wire, 
have concluded that their ancestors 
already had an advanced high-tech 
communications network 50 years 
earlier than the British.”

A week later, the New Zealand Herald 
reported the following: “After digging 
as deep as 30 feet in his backyard 
at Onerahi, Bill Paku, a self-taught 
archaeologist and avid Motor-homer, 
reported that he’d found absolutely 
bugger all. Paku has therefore 
concluded that 250 years ago, New 
Zealand had already gone wireless.”

Just makes you bloody proud to be a 
Kiwi!  (Thanks Marg!)

“Son, in life we need people who can 
tell you the square root of a can of 
beans, and we also need people able 
to open a can of beans. Son, you’re an 
opener!” (Father’s advice to son who 
was trying to decide whether to join 
the army or go to university!)

Norman	Roberts,	first	Director	of	the	
Wool Research Organisation of New 
Zealand (WRONZ) at Lincoln, died at 
Christchurch on 16 November 2010 at 
the age of 95. 

An Australian, Mr Roberts begun 
working for the Commonwealth 
Scientific	 and	 Industrial	 Research	
Organisation (CSIRO) at Sydney in 
1946. As a textile fabrics physicist he 
had been involved with the production 
and use of wool for several years 
prior to his taking up the position at 
Lincoln. He moved to New Zealand 
early in 1962 with his wife Betty and 
two younger children, while two older 
girls remained in Australia to continue 
their university studies.

Mr Roberts took responsibility for 
a bare patch of land opposite Lincoln 
College and had no staff to begin 
with,	but	in	the	space	of	five	years	he	
had designed the buildings needed by 
the Organisation and overseen their 
construction.

One of several speakers paying 
tribute to Mr Roberts at the funeral 
service  in Christchurch, Dr Garth 
Carnaby (a later WRONZ Director), 
said Norman had “taken the leading 
part	 in	 selecting	 the	 research	 fields,	
designing the fabulous laboratories, 
securing	finance	and,	in	my	view	most	
significantly,	 establishing	 a	 world	
class team of research scientists. 

“It was in this latter achievement 
that his personal qualities of thought-
fulness, decency and a desire to make 
work an enjoyable aspect of life found 
their true expression.

“While the buildings were under 
construction, Norman set up a Fellow-
ship scheme whereby the future 
research leaders were sent overseas to 
the world’s top laboratories to study. 
This group of scientists provided 
the backbone of the early research 
programmes	 on	 fibre	 structure,	 fibre	
modification,	 heat	 and	 moisture	
properties, materials handling and 
carpet and carpet wools. 

“Norman found time to do some 
research of his own on dense dumping 
of	scoured	wool.	His	findings	that	this	
caused	no	damage	to	the	fibres	helped	
the introduction of huge scoured wool 
pressing machines which have saved a 
fortune in shipping costs ever since.”

Norman Roberts 1915-2010
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Cover story: Amazing Racer

RON DAVIS SHEARING LTD
Covering	Otago,	Southland	and	further	afield	

from our bases at Balclutha and Otama

Shearers and shedhands -  we provide excel-
lent accommodation and living conditions, clean 

sheep, great sheds, steady work.

We focus on providing top quality shearing and 
wool preparation service for our many clients in 
a competitive but relaxed working atmosphere

Farmers - we have the crew to meet your needs - 
when you want it, how you want it.

Ring Jason - tel 03 418 0824.  
E-mail rondavis@ihug.co.nz

By Des Williams
“My guess is that most people would have no understanding 
at all about the magnitude of what he achieved in that race. 
It was quite simply amazing, it really was.”

The speaker was Heiniger rep Paul Kelly and he was 
commenting on Paul Avery’s overall third placing in his 
first	attempt	at	the	two-day	Coast	to	Coast	event	across	the	
South Island in February. Not usually given to exaggeration 
and himself a former entrant in the Coast to Coast one 
dayer, Kelly seemed well placed to put Avery’s effort into 
some sort of context. There have been plenty of “ironmen” 
and men of iron in New Zealand’s shearing history – 
blokes known and remembered for their exploits on and 
off the board. Names like Colin Bosher, Joe Ferguson, Bill 
Higgins, Mac Potae, Danny Holland, Ken Pike and others 
come readily to mind  in the “hard buggers” category. 

But shearing hard, sometimes playing hard and rising up 
day after day for more of the same is one thing. Covering 
the 240km breadth of the South Island in running shoes, 
road bike and kayak in 12 hours 35 minutes, just an hour 
and a bit behind the winner, by a shearing farmer on his 
own brand of minimalist training is another.

Apart from his famous “thoroughbred” frame (65kg 
soaking wet), Avery started with the advantage of having 
been a well-performed middle-distance runner in his 
school and teenage years, combined with zero experience 
on a road bike and the same for kayaking. The several 
months of training that he did manage between farming 
and shearing (“once a week on the bike and about the same 
in the kayak”) allowed him to complete, on day one, the 
first	3km	run/55km	cycling	leg	in	less	than	two	hours	and	
the 33km mountain run in 3hr 50min (a time that would 
have placed him in the top 12 among the elite one-day 
racers). 

Day two started with a 15km bike ride to the start of the 
67km kayak leg down the Waimakariri River – from which 

Avery emerged 4hrs 47min later. He then hopped on the 
road bike again and covered the 70km to Sumner Beach 
in 1hr 57min – averaging nearly 36kph in the process. 
Positioned	fourth	at	the	end	of	the	first	day,	Avery	gained	
sufficient	advantage	on	 the	final	bike	 leg	 to	ensure	 third	
spot on the podium.

But this was no single effort – two other Stratford men 
with backgrounds in shearing were part of the Taranaki 
triumvirate. Rodney Baldock completed the course in 15th 
place, just under an hour behind Avery. The two had been 
level-pegging	after	the	first	day	but	Rodney	had	to	spend	
a bit longer in the kayak on day two. Rodney had been 
an open class shearer for several years before a bad back 
forced him to give it away eight years ago. He’s now a dry 
stock farmer with a 1600-acre property at Tututawa.

Third member of the trio was Trevor Hepburn, also a 
shearer in his “past life” and, like Baldock, now a drystock 
farmer	 on	 800	 acres	 at	Tututawa.	Trevor	 finished	 136th	
of	199	finishers	in	just	over	17	hours.	All	three	were	well	
supported by family members.

Another top shearer from the recent past, Murray 
(“Muzza”) Johnstone of Greta Valley, took part in the 
Coast-to-Coast	one	day	event,	finishing	107th	in	a	shade	
over 15 hours (winner Richard Ussher completed the 
course in 10hr 41min). Murray says he’s been competing 
in multi-sports and mini triathlons for a number of years 
“just to try and keep the body in shape” and having a 
go at the Coast to Coast seemed a logical progression. 
He reckons it was a bit tougher than any day he’d ever 
spent on the end of a handpiece. Another Coast-to-Coaster 
listing his occupation as “shearer” was Darren Kennedy 
of Christchurch, who did the one-day event in 14hrs, for a 
highly creditable 71st placing. 

Murray Johnstone of Greta Valley (pictured at Golden Shears 
in 1993!) was one of several with wool industry connections 
to compete with great merit in the 2011 Coast-to-Coast multi-
sport event in February.
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THE NEW NAME IN HAWKES BAY 

OUR FOCUS IS TO PROVIDE A HIGH STANDARD OF SERVICE NOT 
SEEN IN A LARGE PART OF THE SHEARING INDUSTRY

WOOL IS AN INCREASINGLY VALUABLE ITEM (not a commodity)

Our company requires the right staff to service our wide range of clients.
Our Company engages the right clients to attract the right staff

WoolQual wants Staff to  
have a good attitude. Leave the bad one at home •	
be well presented•	
have a quality job to match •	
get well paid•	
have a future. We train and assist all staff•	

WoolQual clients  
want a high standard of service•	
provide a high standard work place•	

WOOLQUAL IS SPONSOR OF THE NORTH ISLAND SENIOR AND INTERMEDIATE CIRCUITS. 
CONGRATULATIONS to Brett Roberts and Bevan Guy, Intermediate and Senior winners. Well done all qualifiers. 

OUR WINTER SEASON STARTS IN MAY. 
CALL NOW FOR A POSITION AS THESE ARE LIMITED

(Formerly Brannigan Shearing)

Call	office:	06	876	4176	:	Kerry:	029	543	3726	/	06	877	5817	:	Colin:		029	249	3578	:	
email: info@woolqualshearing.co.nz

WoolQual will provide  
high standard of accommodation•	
a variety of quality food•	
a high standard of work place conditions•	
plenty of work•	

Because we guarantee our job, WoolQual 
Quality Controls all workmanship and work places. 

PROTECT YOURSELVES NOW! 

Wear	ear	plugs,	because	the	actual	noise	can’t	be	fixed	over	night,	and	we	need	
to protect ourselves.

Place the radio high in the shed in a central spot so the sound is spread evenly. 

Contractors, to talk to the farmer about ways to reduce noise in the shed.
Take all practical steps to reduce noise from banging gates etc.•	
When buying new machinery consider noise as a major factor.•	
Keep all motors and down tubes well maintained.•	
Set up and lubricate moving parts in the down tubes (according to   •	
	 manufacturer’s	specifications).
Have shearing machines maintained by a professional on a regular basis.•	
Make sure that motors are well mounted. •	

THE LONG-TERM PLAN
There has been a lot of research done 
by Otago and Canterbury Universities 
to	 find	 out	 how	 bad	 the	 problem	 is,	
and what can be done about it!

We are working with shearing gear 
companies	 to	 find	 ways	 of	 reducing	
noise from new and old equipment.

Science and technology experts are 
looking at other ways of reducing 
noise,  e.g., soundabsorption materials 
and negative sound power.

Noisy Sheds – let’s do something about them!
By Peter Taylor
The noise in woolsheds is too loud 
when we consider the amount of time 
that we spend in them. Over time, 
people will lose hearing, to some 
degree, because of this. 

Most noise comes from the hand 
piece, cogs and the down tube but 
the radio, crashing of gates, the press 
and noise from sheep all add up to a 

concerning level of  noise of between 
86 to over 90db.  

Remember, an increase of 3db 
is actually doubling the noise. The 
recognised maximum exposure to 
noise for 8hrs each day is 85db. 

The Shearing Industry Health & 
Safety Committee, with huge help 
from ACC Injury Prevention, is 
working on solutions, but we all need 

to do our bit in the meantime. It is 
possible to reduce this noise down 
to an acceptable level. How are we 
going to do it? Set out below are some 
things we can do immediately, while 
awaiting the long-term plan.
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Would you like your sheep shorn by a company that:
Does a top job at competitive rates?• 
Is accessible and can be contacted at any time?• 
Has all gangs supervised by quality personel?• 

POTAE SHEARING HAS BEEN PROVIDING 
THESE SERVICES FOR 50 YEARS

For a free, no obligation quote, contact Bill or Jim 
on 03 417 8123, any time.  

A/H Jim 03 417 7289 or Bill 03 417 7246

New world records
By Doug Laing
Stacey Te Huia, single stand ewes, eight hours:
An unbroken run of 79 days shearing in  West Australia 
earlier this year proved the making of the man as King 
Country shearer Stacey Te Huia smashed the world eight-
hour ewe shearing record on 22 December 2010, despite 
torrential rain outside and a 40-minute power cut.

Te Huia (32) shore 603 strong-wooled predominantly 
romney	 flock	 to	 smash	 the	 previous	 record	 by	 25	 at	
Moketenui Station, between home-town Te Kuiti and 
Benneydale. First to congratulate him was Northland 
shearer Matthew Smith, who had set the previous record 
of 578 near Te Pohue, Hawke’s Bay, on 15 January 2010.

Based with Jury Shearing at Kojonup in West Australia 
from August to the start of November, Te Huia not only 
worked his marathon 79 days, but also ran the roads for an 
hour before each day in the shed, and and did an hour in 
the gym each night.

Te Huia was unworried by the rain that had prevailed 
for much of the last week, nor a power cut with the race 
almost	won	and	the	fourth	and	final	 two-hour	run	about	
to start at 3pm. Contractors Michael Cornelius and Mal 
McQuilkin, from The Lines Co. in Te Kuiti, raced more 
than	20km	to	the	woolshed	and	discovered	an	easily-fixed	
pole fuse fault a few metres from the woolshed. More to 
the relief of over 100 supporters than the challenger the 
run-home was soon back on, albeit 40 minutes late.

“I wasn’t worried at all,” said Te Huia, who had started 
at	7am		and	posted	146	in	the	first	two	hours	to	morning	
smoko, three down on Smith’s opening run 11 months ago.
But with 39 in less than half an hour just before the break 
he was into a groove in which he remained, setting a run 
record of 152  in the two hours to lunch, going one better 
with 153 after the meal, and coming home with another 
152	to	the	eventual	finish	at	5.40pm.

The quality on the sheep, estimated to have averaged 

about 55kg each and carrying an average of over 3kg of 
wool each, was among the better seen in record attempts, 
and no sheep were rejected by World Sheep Shearing 
Records Society judges Ralph Blue, of Dubbo, NSW, Paul 
Harris, of Waipara in North Canterbury, Hugh McCarroll, 
of Tauranga, and Ian Buchanan, of Te Kuiti.

Te Huia, from a family of shearers, had the best of support 
as	he	flailed	his	new	Lister	Nitro	handpiece.	Among	those	
managing the attempt were icon David Fagan, on the 18th 
anniversary of the day he shore a nine-hour lambs record 
of 810 in Southland in 1992. Te Huia’s woolhandlers were 
world teams’ champions Sheree Alabaster, of Taihape, and 
Keryn Herbert, of Te Awamutu and Te Kuiti, assisted by 
Hannah Neal, of Te Kuiti. 

Rowland and Doug Smith, two-stand ewes, eight hours:
A dicky back and a crook stomach were merely obstacles 
along the way as Ruawai (Northland) brothers Rowland and 
Doug Smith overcame some of the toughest sheep around 
on Tuesday 11 January 2011 to to continue Hawke’s Bay’s 
rewriting of the world sheep shearing record books. 

The pair shore a new two-stand strongwool ewes record 
of 1066 in eight hours in the challenging pumice country of 
Waitara Station north of Te Pohue, the toughness masked 
by the 80-sheep gap between their effort and the previous 
record of 986 which had stood for 11 years.

Rowland, a 24-year-old close to two metres tall and 
recovering from a back stress that forced him out of a 
record-bid a year ago, shore 562. Doug, four years older, 
having turned his back on an engineering career and 
overcoming a gut-wretching start to the last of the four 
two-hour runs, came home with 13 in the last 12 minutes, 
better than his average pace for the day and taking him to 
504, beating his own previous best by about 40.

Rowland’s runs were 141, 142, 140 and 139 and Doug’s 
were 127, 129, 126 and 122. There were few complaints 
from the judges; chief judge Tony Abbey of Western 
Australia; Don Morrison, John Hough, Doug Oliver and 
John Fagan.     (To page 37)

Rowland (left) and Doug Smith after their record-setting effort.
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YEAR-ROUND WITH THE 
PAEWAI MULLINS TEAM

If you want to settle down with good conditions and 
steady	work,	shearing	or	woolhandling,	you	could	find	
a place in the Paewai Mullins team.  We work for some 
great people and we have some great people working 
for us.  There is always room for one more.

Box 129, Dannevirke 4942.
Tel 06 374 4062 : Fax 06 374 4153
Mob 027 5339 547 (Punga)
Mob 027 5305 078 (Tuma) 
www.shearingnz.co.nz

Numerous sponsors supported the event, a $US2700 fee 
to the World Sheep Shearing Records Society being only 
part of the cost. Shearing gear company Heiniger New 
Zealand also played a major role and regional manager 
Peter Clendon said the company was extremely proud to 
have been involved in both records at Waitara Station, and 
supply the Evo shearing plant, the Icon handpieces, and 
new Calibre combs and Edge cutters. “They handled the 
harsh conditions of pumice particularly well,” Clendon 
said.

The two were always well ahead of the required pace, 
despite the tough conditions. Having started at 6am, they 
broke the record at 3.23pm and shore through to the 
scheduled	finish	at	4pm.

Timekeeping for the two shearers were Weber farmer 
and former eight and nine hour lambs record holder Justin 
Bell and Wairoa shearer and former three-stand lambs 
record	holder	Bart	Hadfield.

The woolhandlers were mother and daughter Denise and 
Aroha Whitiwhiti, Ngahina Transom, from Taihape, and 
teenager Tiani Rissetto, who work for Hastings contractors 
Woolqual (formerly Brannigan Shearing).

Cam Ferguson, single stand lambs, eight hours:
World champion shearer Cam Ferguson logged another 
magic moment in an  amazing 15 months of triumph when 
he set a new world shearing tally record in the heat of a 
King Country woolshed on 10 January 2011.

The 27-year-old from Waipawa, in Central Hawke’s 
Bay, set an eight-hour lambshearing record of 742, after 
a	horror	start	including	a	power	cut	in	the	first	20	minutes	
after the 7am start and three lambs being rejected by the 
judges	in	the	first	hour	and	a	half.	The	power	cut	put	the	
record bid back an hour, and regaining his composure to hit 
steady half-hour tallies of 46-48 lambs, Ferguson set the 
record	inside	the	last	five	minutes	before	the	rescheduled	
finish	time	of	6pm.

On hand to congratulate him was New Zealand-based 
Irish shearer Ivan Scott, who set the previous mark of 736 
south of Rotorua in December 2008.

Ferguson’s record came at Moketenui Station between 
Te Kuiti and Benneydale, four years to the day after fellow 
Hawke’s Bay shearer Dion King, in the same shed, set a 
nine-hour record of 866.

Needing an average of 184 for each of the four two-hour 
runs to equal the record, and hoping to get close to Scott’s 
opening run of 192 two years ago, Ferguson opened with 
183. But with 188 and 187 in the next two runs to afternoon 
smoko,  he needed just 179 in the last two hours to break 
the record. He came home strongly in front of an ecstatic 
crowd	of	over	200	supporters	 to	complete	a	final	 run	of	
184.

Although Ferguson sweated 4kgs in weight from his 
frame during the day, his efforts impressed chief judge 
Tony Abbey, from Badgingarra, West Australia.

“He’s done it hard, and it’s been a good effort,” said Mr 
Abbey, one of four judges appointed by the World Sheep 
Shearing Records Society.

“It was a very trying start, he had to overcome that 
obstacle, and he did well to get quickly back into gear,” he 
said. “It was a good effort to rise above it.”

Ferguson readily admitted he was “buggered” after his 
effort but was quick to thank all of his supporters and 
his	 team	 that	 included	at	 least	five	other	 record	holders,	
including David Fagan, Stacey Te Huia, from Te Kuiti, 
Ingrid Baynes, from Wairoa, and Rodney Sutton, from 
Porangahau. 

Cam Ferguson, Golden Shears open, world champion 
and world record setter, all in the space of a year.

Sisters Kim and Anna Hard skirting full wool fleeces at 
the Springvale six-stand shed, Napier-Taupo Road, for 
Mackintosh Shearing. (CJ Thurston photo)
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By Des Williams
Many years ago, when this writer 
was working on a written history of 
the Golden Shears, he’d desperately 
wanted to include a story about Ray 
Alabaster, who’d shorn in nine open 
finals	between	1971	and	1981	without	
ever quite winning his purple ribbon. 
Known to all and sundry as a quiet and 
humble man, Ray had politely declined 
the invitation to be interviewed for the 
book.	“I	think	you’ll	find	a	lot	of	other	
people who have done much more 
than me,” he explained.

That was in 1990, and each year I’d 
see Ray again and ask if he had a story 
or two to tell. For years the response 
was still the same - lots of people 
had done more than him. Then after 
about	10	years	of	“if	at	first	you	don’t	
succeed”, Libby Alabaster suggested 
“Why don’t you come down and 
stay the weekend and we’ll get that 
story written for you!” The result 
was published in the Golden Shears 
programme for 2000 as part of a series 
about “Giants from the Past”. The 
following is adapted from that story:

Ray Alabaster - the early years: 
Born at Raetihi in 1945, fourth in a 
family of seven, Ray Alabaster had 
an early association with sheep. His 
Dad, named Alfred, but commonly 
known as ‘Patrick’ was a drover and 
stockman. He’d had a bad accident 
as a kid so didn’t go to the Second 
World War, but he served in the Home 
Guard.  After the War he shifted sheep 
down to Wanganui, up through the 
Paraparas to Taumarunui, all in the 
days before the sheep truck.    

Ray was a bit too young to remember 
him doing that, but his older brothers 
were able to recall those days. Then as 
the family grew, they moved to Taihape 
in 1950 for a more settled life. Ray 
went to primary school at Rangiwaea 
and enjoyed what he’d regarded as 
a typical country upbringing. They 
did a lot of horse riding, eeling, 
yahooing around, blowing up frogs..., 
not knowing much about the outside 
world. “There was no TV or any 
of that business but we all enjoyed 
ourselves,” he related.”

The primary school years passed 
and Ray moved on to High School at 

Taihape. He didn’t stay too long there, 
recognising that he was never going 
to be a Rhodes Scholar, so left as soon 
as he was old enough to do so.  

“About then my father bought a 
200-acre property at Manawahe in the 
Bay of Plenty. I was 14 at the time so 
I left school and got a job shepherding 
on the property my father had been 
managing. I stayed in the farmhouse 
by	myself	for	about	five	months,	and	
then I too moved on up to Manawahe, 
to help out on the farm. 

“Mum and Dad had a bit of a struggle 
taking over the new place and things 
were pretty tight,” Ray explained.  
His father decided Ray should come 
and help his mother with the cows, 
while Dad went out mustering and 
doing other casual work to raise extra 
money.  “We would milk the cows and 
then I would grab any other casual 
work that was available. 

Becoming a shearer:
“That’s how I ended up on the end of 
a handpiece. I had rousied for Wally 
Smith and Jack Harrison while I was in 
Taihape. Then one day I was rousieing 
in a shed at Manawahe, and that’s 
where	I	first	met	Maurie	Anderson.	At	
lunchtime I hopped on the stand and 
shore a few sheep and Maurie’s eyes 
just about popped out.”  

Ray and a lad named Ray Lambert 
started doing some shearing together 
in two-stand sheds on Maurie’s run.  
“Ray and I would battle away together, 
doing 20 a run and thinking we were 
Bing	Macdonald!		My	first	full	day	as	
a 15-year-old, I did 114 and the cocky 
said, ‘Well, you know the old story, 
whatever you do today you’ve got 
to do again tomorrow.’ I was feeling 
fairly tired that night, but made damn 
sure I did the same the next day.”

 “We worked a couple of seasons 
like that, just getting the wool off the 
best way we could.  Ray [Lambert]
was actually left handed, so we were 
both facing each other and if we ever 
had trouble doing a blow or something 
we just used to look up at each other 
and work it out.  

“We just taught ourselves and I 
guess we both ended up fairly useful 
shearers.  If Maurie was ever driving 
past he’d drop in and see how we were 
going, and give us a bit of advice. 
Another guy who used to call in and 
give us a hand quite often was Ken 
Bowen, who was the Wool Board rep 
for the area. Then Ivan (Bowen) heard 
we were going not too bad (160-a-day 
men!) so he called in too.”  

The contracting business:
Ray’s next career move, at the age 
of 20, saw him back at Taihape in a 
shearing contract partnership with 
his brother, Graeme. They’d received 
the chance of an eight-stand shed at 
Waipapa Station. It was carrying about 
30,000 sheep and that sort of “kicked 
off” their contracting business.  

“Bill Collier owned Waipapa Station 
and he also helped me get started in 
business.  I’d gone to the bank to try 
and get an overdraft. The bank manager 
asked me what I had for security and 
I said, ‘A beat up zephyr car, a pair of 
hands and I can shear a few sheep.’  
He looked at me fairly doubtfully, 
but I found out later he’d rung Bill 
Collier, who’d recommended that I be 
given a chance.” The business grew 
and the Alabaster boys gained a few 
more sheds. Their reputation for doing 
a good job also helped build up the 
business, which included some sheds 
around Manawahe and Rotorua. 

            (To page 39)

Ray Alabaster 1945 – 2011

Obituary: Ray Alabaster
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At last the farm:
But the ultimate aim in the life of 
Ray Alabaster at the start of it all 
was to get his own farm. “That’s why 
Graeme and I became partners in the 
first	place,	to	combine	our	money	and	
put everything into it. The shearing 
partnership was always working 
towards that farm. As soon as we 
finished	shearing	we’d	be	out	fencing	
or hay making, all with the dream of 
getting some property.

“In 1975 the farm we wanted came up 
and we agreed Graeme would manage 
the place while I kept on shearing to 
help build it up and put stock on it. We 
started with 1600 acres and built up 
to about 3000 acres and remained in 
partnership for 31 years. We had our 
ups and downs, but I couldn’t have 
wished for a better partner.”

Golden Shears:
Three times Ray Alabaster came so 
close to winning the Golden Shears 
open. Norm Blackwell beat him by 
a third of a point in 1974, and good 
mate Martin Ngataki edged him out in 
similar	fashion	five	years	later.

“The year Martin won it we were 
sitting together and worked our points 
out. Martin said, ‘You’ve got it you 
bugger, good on you.’ Because they 
had Johnny Henson’s cup for the 
quality points and word got out that 
I’d cleaned up on the quality. 

“Then we worked out our time 
points and the difference between us. 
So I had the quality, and the time, and 
we were close on the board.  Martin 
said, “It’s got to be you!’   But anyway 
it wasn’t, so that was that!”
Ray’s	other	seven	finals	resulted	in	

one	third	placing,	three	fifth	placings	
and three times he was sixth.

Eulogies: Ray died at Taihape on 2 
February	 2011	 and	 was	 buried	 five	
days later. Among the many tributes 
paid were the following:
John Transom (Utiku Old Boys 
Rugby Club): “The Maoris have 
a saying for when people like Ray 
Alabaster die. They say a mighty 
totara has fallen. Well, we shouldn’t 
go	flogging	sayings	like	that	from	the	
Maori people, but in Ray’s case, it’s 
true. He was tall and straight, like a 
totara. Like the totara leaf, Ray could 
be a little bit prickly if things weren’t 
going his way. The totara never bends 
in the wind and Ray was like that 
too - if he thought he was right about 
something he wouldn’t back down. 

“Ray was one of only three coaches 
in the 64-year history of the Club to 
win the Rosebowl [Wanganui-wide 
competition], which he did in 1978, 
the	first	of	his	four-year	stint	as	senior	
coach. He could have been a really 
good player himself had he not spent 
his Saturdays shearing sheep.”

Bob Barrell (Elders stock agent): 
“I have known Ray for more than 24 
years and what started as a farmer / 
agent relationship soon tuned into a 
real friendship. Ray was an achiever 
in everything he did - top shearer, 
top rugby coach, top family man and 
in particular he was a top farmer. 
Whenever he put stock into a sale they 
were always pink shorn, well bred, 
well fed, well grown, nice and round, 
immaculate in every way.

“Ray always had his stock in top 
order. Not just at Taihape, but at the big 
sales in Feilding - people would come 
to me and say, ‘I see Ray Alabaster has 
some stock in the sale’ – this before 
we’d even had time to put the name 
cards on the pens. I’d say, ‘How do you 
know?’ and they would say, “They’ll 
be Ray’s, shorn like that!”

Bob Barrell also noted the wonderful 
partnership that Ray and Libby had 
enjoyed in their married life, with 
never a cross word between them. He 
noted how great it had been for Ray 
(“who always preferred to stay at 
home”) and Libby to get to Wales and 
see daughter Sheree in action at the 
Golden Shears world championships.

“I’d say that whenever farmers and 
shearers and sweaty hard-working men 
gather in a woolshed or around a crate 
of beer, the name of Ray Alabaster 
will keep coming up in conversation 
for many years to come.”

Further recognition for our Shearing Sports world champions (Wales 2010) came at the Maori Sports Awards evening in Auckland 
in December 2010. From left: Sheree Alabaster, Eric Rush (presenter), Teresa Hall and Cam Ferguson, and Keryn Herbert.
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BLEASEL SHEARING
Winton, Southland

Shearers and woolhandlers 
required for mainshear 

October to March. Top pay 
rates, seasonal or permanent 

positions.

Phone Dean
03 236 8743

 Ainsley Shearing Co.
Central Otago

 * We have an excellent pre-lamb run
 * We employ quality-conscious   
  people
 * If you perform, work continuity  
  is guaranteed

Phone Daryl or Toni on

o3 445 0403

BRUCE ROGERS
SHEARING CONTRACTOR

SOUTH CANTERBURY

•	 Quality and service guaranteed
•	 Good	accommodation	and	conditions
•	 Jobs	available	year-round	for	good		 	
 shearers and shedhands
•	 Member	NZ	Shearing	Contractors’		 	
 Assn

Tel 03 693 8087

By Des Williams
That good friend of shearing in the New Zealand sporting 
media, Joseph Romanos of Wellington, recently enlisted 
the	 help	 of	 this	 writer	 in	 defining	 four	 of	 the	 greatest	
moments in shearing history. Joseph was researching 
all possibilities across the wide spectrum of sports for a 
television programme to screen later this year about the 
100 Greatest Moments in New Zealand Sport. 

While Joseph may have gathered many hundreds of 
“moments” in his initial muster, and shearing may not 
feature	in	the	final	programme	selection,	the	exercise	was	
none-the-less interesting, if not demanding.

For better or for worse, and with little time for consulting 
other industry “experts”, these are the four moments put 
forward for consideration, in order of priority (together 
with brief qualifying explanations):

Davin Fagan, Golden Shears open championship 
2004. Except for a momentary wriggle by one of his 20 
sheep,	 this	 was	 a	 flawless	 performance	 of	 control	 and	
blow placement by Fagan to win his 15th Golden Shears 
open title. As near to perfection as you are ever likely to 
get	in	a	20-sheep	open	final	of	any	sort,	let	alone	Golden	
Shears. (Even he agreed about that!)

Darin Forde, 720 adult full-wool sheep shorn in a 
nine-hour day, Wairaki Station, Southland, 28 January 
1997. Forde came back from being four down on the 
existing record at lunch time, was physically ill during 
lunch, and ultimately bettered Dion Morrell’s 716 by four 
sheep. Forde’s record then stood unchallenged for a decade 
until beaten by Rodney Sutton (721) in January 2007.

Brian Quinn, 1980 world champion at Golden 
Shears, Masterton. Having emerged from eight years 
retirement, Quinn concluded his comeback with both the 
world individual and teams (with Martin Ngataki) titles. 
Having won six Golden Shears open titles before retiring 
in 1972 at the age of 32, this performance left later pundits 
wondering what his record might have been like had he 
kept on competing well into his 40s, as todays champions 
have been able to do.  

Barry Taylor, New Zealand Fine Wool champion, 
Alexandra, September 1998. An imperious display of 
speed and quality on tough merino sheep to claim his 
second New Zealand title, having previously won in 1992.

Was this among the truly great moments in New Zealand 
shearing sports history? Darin Forde shearing the last of his 
720 full wool ewes at Wairaki Station on 28 January 1997.

Shearing’s greatest moments?

Taylor’s triumph came after a dramatic duel with Dion 
Morrell, champion for the two previous years. Taylor 
would eventually win the title for a third time in 2003, 
from	seven	finals	appearances	in	his	colourful	career.

And so, Shearing magazine reader, if you’d been put 
in the hot seat to choose your four greatest moments in 
shearing (the “sporting” side, that is), what might you 
have come up with? Agree or disagree with any of the 
above? Letters, emails, faxes and phonecalls welcome. 
Perhaps we can get some general consensus and extend 
the list to ten greatest moments. Then we can sit down 
over a few quiets and debate it all over again! As we do 
with all sporting history. For example – have any Shearers 
ever made the All Blacks?
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Above: Northland boys did plenty of winning grinning at the New Zealand Championships in Te Kuiti: From left, Marshall 
Guy (Novice champion), Bryce Guy (Junior champion), Rowland Smith (Open champion) and Bevan Guy (Senior champion). 
(Doug Laing photo.) Below: Open woolhandling finalists, from left: (Sponsor), Sheree Alabaster, Joanne Kumeroa, Ronnie 
Goss, Dallas Mihaere, Bernadette Forde and Sponsor. (Richard Sampey photo.)
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